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ready to 
launch 
strikes 
on Iraq 

By Bronwen Maddox and Philip Webster 


J 


HOMFS 




295.CXX) 


THE UNITED STATES and 
Britain moved Last night to the 
brink of a military attack 
against Iraq, rushing extra 
firepower to the Gulf while 
pulling staff out of countries 
across the region. 

The leap in the scale and ur¬ 
gency of military preparations 
came as the United Nations 
withdrew mare than 400 weap¬ 
ons inspectors and staff out of 
Baghdad. Non-essential Brit¬ 
ish and American embassy 
staff were ordered out. In Isra¬ 
el authorities will begin distrib¬ 
uting gas masks today. 

“We continue to hope - in¬ 
deed. pray - that Saddam will 
ccrapty" with UN resolutions, 
said President Clinton yester¬ 
day in his lengthiest remarks 
on the worsening crisis. “But 
we must be prepared to act if 
he does not" 

Iraq would be capable of de¬ 
veloping weapons of mass de¬ 
struction “within months not 
years" if h succeeded in shut¬ 
ting out UN inspections, the 
President said. Defiance 
would “open a window of op¬ 
portunity for Iraq to rebuild its 
arsenal of weapons and deliv¬ 
ery systems in months -1 say 
again - in months, not years". 

Although Baghdad s refusal 
to comply with UN resolutions 
has led to several military 
showdowns with Western forc¬ 
es over the past seven years, 
this time Washington and Lon¬ 
don seem determined to act 
swiftly and derisively. 

The Pentagon ordered 129 
additional aircraft to the re¬ 
gion, including 50 more attack 
planes to air bases in Kuwait, 
among them FI 17A Stealth 
fighter jets and B52 bombers. 
The aircraft carrier Enterprise 
is speeding to the Gulf to join 
the carrier Eisenhower, each 
supporting about 70 aircraft. 

There are already ISO war¬ 
planes and 23 Navy vessels in 
the region ready for action, to¬ 
gether with 23,500 US troops. 

Orders have been drafted al¬ 
lowing thousands more US 
ground troops, a hundred 
more warplanes and more 
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ships to pour into the Gulf if 
Mr Ointon derided to launch 
an attack. 

The military strength mus¬ 
tered would then be equal to 
that deployed in the last period 
of tension in February. 

The US buildup follows 
Iraq’s October 31 declaration 
that it would no longer co-oper¬ 
ate with UN weapons weap¬ 
ons inspectors, thrusting rela¬ 
tions with the US and the UN 
to their most dangerous pitch 
since the narrowly averted 
standoff in February. 

Last night Kofi Annan, the 
UN Secretary General cut 
short a tour of North Africa to 
return for crisis meetings in 
New York and made a final ap¬ 
peal to Saddam to back down. 

Richard Butler, the chief 
UN arms inspector said he 
pulled his weapons staff out of 
Iraw on the “strong" recom¬ 
mendation of the US. adding 
that he made the decision for 
safety reasons, and that “in 
my view it was best there be no 
delay". 

Britain remains Mr Clin¬ 
ton's -most prominent ally. 
Tony Blair told the Commons 
that the West would act unless 
Saddam "immediately" came 
back into line with UN resolu¬ 
tions. and that the Iraqi leader 
was “profoundly wrong” if he 
believkl the international com¬ 
munity lacked the will to act. 

“The quarrel that Saddam 
Hussein has is with the whole 
of the international communi¬ 
ty and if we allow him with 
this substantial breach of the 
agreement to get away with it - 
and we allow him to develop 
these weapons of mass destruc¬ 
tion. we will pay a very heavy 
price in the future." Mr Blair 
said- 

bi anticipation of possible 
hostilities, the British Embas¬ 
sy in Kuwait has authorised 
non-essential staff to leave, 
and suggested that the 4300 
Britons there “consider their 
own plans". 

The State Department also 
began pulling out non-essen¬ 
tial personnel and their fami¬ 
lies from embassies in Israel 
and Kuwait yesterday. It has 
told private American citizens 
that they “may want to consid¬ 
er departing" from Kuwait, 
and from Israel and the occu¬ 
pied territories. . 

Israel, hit by Iraqi Scud mis¬ 
siles in the 1991 Gulf War. said 
it would take “precautions as 
necessary". The Defence Min¬ 
istry has derided to open gas 
mask exchange centres to al¬ 
low citizens to exchange those 
they still hold from the 1991 
war. 

Bmyamin Netanyahu, the 
Prime Minister, said: “Israel 
understands it has a great re¬ 
sponsibility to take aU the 
steps to defend itself and its at- 
izens and we never fail to do 
so.” 

A Tel Aviv newspaper re¬ 
ported that in a private conver¬ 
sation on Tuesday, Mr Clinton 
and Mr Netanyahu discussed 
whether the US would protect 
Israel if Iraq fired ballistic mis¬ 
siles. 

As preparations escalated, 
opposition to an American at¬ 
tack began to emerge in the 
Arab world. Prince Saud al- 
Faisal, the Saudi Arabian For¬ 
eign Minister, said: “We are 

for a diplomatic and political 
solution."_____ 

UN signals action, page B 
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The few survivors 
mark Armistice Day 
at the Menin Gate 

From Alan Hamilton at the menin cate 


The Queen and President Chirac after the unveiling of the Winston Churchill statue 


DOWN the brooding walls of 
the Menin Gate scroll 57.000 
names of the dead from the 
Ypres Salient who have no 
known grave, it is the most 
potent of places for ihe Iasi act 
of remembrance to commem¬ 
orate the end of the First 
World War attended by those 
who were there. 

The British lost 300.000 
dead, wounded and missing to 
advance the front line six 
miles. Winston Churchill, the 
newly appointed War Minis¬ 
ter in 1919, exalted the Imper¬ 
ial War Graves Commission 
to acquire the entire ruins of 
Ypres: “A more sacred place 
for. the British race does not 
exist in the whole world.” 

Every night at eight o'dock 
for 70 years, with the brief 
interruption during the Sec¬ 
ond World War, the Ypres Fire 
Brigade has played The Last 
Post at this grim memorial. 

If one bugle call represents 
one man, they have still 


Paris tribute 
to Churchill 

Exactly 54 years ago Win stem 
Churchill walked down the 
Champs Elysees with General 
Charles de Gaulle to. Ihe 
cheers of newly-liberated Paris¬ 
ians. Yesterday the Queen un¬ 
veiled a statue of him in the 
heart of Paris. President 
Chirac paid tribute to Britain’s 
wartime leader as the embodi¬ 
ment of fighting spirit and a vi¬ 
tal ally in France’s darkest 
hour.-.-Page 5 


honoured only 20,000 of those 
names. 

The Queen, accompanied by 
King Albert of the Belgians, 
yesterday laid a wreath within 
the arches of the gate, erected 
in 1927. It will probably be the 
last tune the Great War is com¬ 
memorated in the presence of 
those who foujght in it. A tiny 
group of survivors were lined 
up for the Queen’s inspection, 
the oldest 103 and the young¬ 
est 97. Those who could strug¬ 
gled from their wheelchairs to 
shake the monarch’s hand. 

But the oldest was the spry- 
est Robert Burns, despite his 
years, snapped smartly to at¬ 
tention from his seat. He 
fought at Loos in 1915 with the 
Queeni Own Cameron High¬ 
landers. and lives in a retire¬ 
ment home in Wokingham, 
Berkshire, where he is report¬ 
edly its life and soul. 

Most of the handful who sur¬ 
vive are approaching, or have 
passed, their century. This 
was probably the last chance 
for any of them to play a key 
part in the ceremony. 

Albert Halestrap, late of the 
Royal Engineers, and nearly 


‘Battle for 
Britain’ 
begins 

By Peter Riddell 


TONY BLAIR and Gordon 
Brown today launch a "politi¬ 
cal battle for Britain" to per¬ 
suade the Scottish people that 
they will be better off within 
the United Kingdom than by 
splitting away. 

Mr Brown sets out the new 
Labour strategy in an inter¬ 
view with The Tines this 
morning, ahead of a speech by 
• Blau in Glasgow later to- 
7 . This will mark the start of 
Labour’s campaign against 
the Scottish Nationalists for 
nexi May's first elections to the 
new parliament in Edinburgh. 

Mr Blair will highlight the al¬ 
leged contrast between a “social 

justice agenda and a separatist 
agenda. We will be building 
schools, while the separatists 
will be building embassies." 

Union and SNP.pageM 


£lm Constable sketches 
lost by V&A ‘months ago’ 


By Dalya Alberge 
Arts Correspondent 

TWO important oil sketches 
by John Constable are miss¬ 
ing. the Victoria and Albert 
Museum admitted last night. 
The London museum last saw 
them in August and believes 
that they have been stolen. 
Their combined value ap¬ 
proaches £1 million. 

Alan Borg, Director of the 
V&A, is devastated, not least 
because Dedham Lock and 
MiII and Sketch for Valley 
Farm were among works do¬ 
nated to the museum by the 
artist’s daughter. The news 
comes just months after an 
Oriental vase was stolen from 
the museum. 

Mr Borg says that with 
more than a million items in 
the prints, drawings and paint¬ 
ings department, where the 
sketches were stored, it is al¬ 
most impossible to prevent 


such losses occasionally: “We 
are extremely concerned and 
upset by this.” 

The sketches were present 
in early August when the col¬ 
lection underwent one of the 



“On your left, fingers 
crossed, then should be a 
pre-Raphaetite painting’ 


museum’s regular audits. The 
disappearance was discovered 
last week because one of the 

sketches had been requested 
for a loan. 

“We are increasingly pessi¬ 
mistic," Dr Borg said. “We can 
only conclude that they have 
been stolen.” The police and 
the Art Loss Register, which 
has a computerised database 
of stolen works of art, have 
been contacted. 

Dedham Lock, circa 1810-15, 
and Valley Farm, area 1835. 
are too well known to be sold, 
according to Dr Borg. On the 
market the Sin by 6 in sketches 
have been valued by the muse¬ 
um at £500,000 and £300.000 
respectively. 

The public is barred from 
the storerooms, but Dr Borg 
agreed that, with fire escape 
routes needing to be kept 
open, it was always possible 
that an intruder could have 

Continued on page 2, col 5 



Halestrap: recited Binyon’s 
exhortation from memory 

blind, was helped from his 
wheelchair by his carers to 
take centre stage and recite 
from memory the exhortation 
by Laurence Binyon that grac¬ 
es every British service of re¬ 
membrance: “They shall grow 
not old, as we that are left 
grow old ...”. He stumbled 
slightly but as he finished the 
assembled gathering of veter¬ 
ans, their children, grandchil¬ 
dren and relatives, robustly 
repeated the last line: “We will 
remember them.” 

The Queen laid her wreath 
with its simple inscription: “In 
memory of the glorious dead." 
The Last Post sounded by six 
fire brigade buglers pierced 
the still, cold air. and a great 
shower of poppies fluttered 
down from the roof of the 
memorial, dusting monarchs 
and veterans alike in red. 

The old men do not forget, 
and a rheumy eye can still fill 
with tears at distant memories 
of fallen comrades. Their 
minds are often surprisingly 
sharp. Ernest Stevens, who 
will be 100 next year, still re¬ 
calls vividly the shellfire at 
Bois Greniers, when he helped 
a comrade with a badly 


wounded arm to a German 
field hospital, tearing his shin 
sleeve off to provide a band¬ 
age. As a result of his action. 
Mr Stevens was taken prison¬ 
er. For Arthur Halestrap it 
was an emotional day. recal¬ 
ling the armistice of 80 years 
ago. “My mind goes back to 
the actual date, and when I'm 
here I think of the men of my 
age and generation who lost 
their lives for a cause." 

More veterans awaited the 
Queen inside the town's mag¬ 
nificent Goth Hall, meticu¬ 
lously rebuilt stone by stone 
from the rubble of Ypres. Four 
Canadians, all within sight of 
their centenary or past it, al¬ 
most leapt from their chairs to 
shake her hand. So. too, did 
Albert Alexander from Guern¬ 
sey — at 97 the baby of the par¬ 
ty and a survivor of the Ypres 
Salient resplendent in his 
Chelsea Pensioner uniform. “I 
am very honoured to meet 
you,” he said, presenting the 
Monarch with a smart white- 
gloved salute. 

In the Goth Hall the Queen 
presented die town with a 
copy of Paul Nash’s stark 
painting The Menin Road, the 
original of which hangs in the 
imperial War Museum, it is a 
bleak and hopeless scene of 
mud. blackened tree stumps, 
and living men wearing the 
pallor of death. 

The Menin Road led to Pass- 
chendaele and to near-certain 
annihilation. The carnage of 
the first industrialised war be¬ 
tween great armies is one of 
the abiding memories of the 
century, and the Menin Gate 
is one of the most powerful re¬ 
minders of it 

The gate will stand, and for 
years to come the good fire¬ 
men of Ypres will pierce the 
dusk with their bugle call. 
Future generations will find it 
hard to comprehend; there 
will be no one left who was 
there for them to ask. 
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HOME NEWS 


Furious Betty finally turns the loudmouth down 


1 combine. 1 ' wrote John 
Hayes (C S Holland & 
The Deepings) “passion¬ 
ate beliefs, values and loyal¬ 
ties with an ability to laugh — 
even at myself." 

Yesterday at Prime Minis¬ 
ter’s Questions, fate sent Mr 
Hayes a wonderful opportuni¬ 
ty to laugh at himself. Let us 
hope he took iL Everyone else 
did. 

Nobody has ever called 
Hayes a diplomat Roth’s New 
MPsofV7 dies his hatred for 
“ardent, strident feminists." - 
leaving him with few allies as 
a young political activist at 
university. “You could have 


counted the people on campus 
more unpopular than myself 
on the fingers of a thalido¬ 
mide’s hand." remarked this 
sensitive political thinker, add¬ 
ing. at one stroke, a whole 
new lobby to the ranks of 
those he has offended. 

The years have not mel¬ 
lowed him. He came along to 
PM's Questions yesterday to 
barrack. Tony Blair, which he 
decided to do standing up. 
The position he chose was cou¬ 
rageous: about two yards 
from Madam Speaker's left 
ear, standing with his back to 
a wall by her Chair, just visi¬ 
ble in one comer of her field 



POLITICAL SKETCH 



of vision. MPs are not sup¬ 
posed to barrack from any po¬ 
sition but to do so standing 
up adds hugely to the crime 
because no Member is al¬ 
lowed to join in the debate 
without a seat in the Cham¬ 
ber. 

This was an exceptionally 
subdued Question time. Un¬ 
employment figures showed a 
rise Mid the Prime Minister 
was on his back foot, parrying 


William Hague's attack on 
the 'Closed list” system for 
European elections. Few seri¬ 
ously defend this and Blair, 
fundamentally honest sound¬ 
ed miserable in the attempt 
Behind him sat the gloomi¬ 
est and quietest Government 
backbenches 1 can remember 
since the election. In short 
this was not the time when a 
loud Tory voice, bawling inan¬ 
ities from the back, was called 


for. So Hayes bawled- Every 
time the Prime Minister 
spoke he seemed to be bawl¬ 
ing. None of us could hear a 
word of what he-said — but 
perhaps “word” and "said” 
(latter Mr Hayes's contribu¬ 
tion to the debate. All we 
could see was this tubby, 
beefy, heavy-jowelled rugby 
half-back absolutely infuriat¬ 
ing Betty Boothroyd with the 
racket he was making. 

She put up with it for al¬ 
most all of the half-hour ses¬ 
sion. Then her patience 
snapped. 

It happened as Tony Blair 
was trying to answer the To¬ 


ries’ John Wilkinson (Ruislip 
North wood). Mr Wilkinson 
accused him of being "gratui¬ 
tously superficial*'. Blair re¬ 
plied that he was not gratui¬ 
tous — apparently leaving us 
to make up our own minds 
about the second charge — 
when the Hayes sound-bar¬ 
rage became too much for Bet¬ 
ty • 

She swivelled round in her 
seat like an Ack-Ack gun and 
glared at him terribly- Then 
began the most tremendous 
dressing down. It would not 
do, his behaviour was appall¬ 
ing, she would not put up with 
it. how dared he interrupt es- 
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th down t ^ r °“ r s 

n (Ruislip pecially from that scatless po- A 

Wilkinson sition? — and, what’s more. n It AO/1 
ig "gratui- “this has gone on through- UH 

Blair re out” ...... ^ 

iot gratui- Hayes looked abject At /I 

leaving us first he tried not to return her SCvl/IIU 

m minds Gorgon gaze, as though, if he 
charge - steadfastly looked away she 

ound-bar- might decide she must be ad- IjPTl JslOllS 

ch for Bet- dressing someone else. Bui in jP 
the end he was forced by her 

md in her rone to look her. cowering, in By Jill Sherman 

4 gun and the eye. She threatened to chief political 

uur “name” him if he ever did it correspondent 

again. He slunk out Upstairs 
in the Press Gallery the hiss of 
“who was that guy?" could be 
heard everywhere. At first few 
knew. We know now. 


Party rules put 
Blair in battle 
on three fronts 

By Roland Watson, political correspondent 


TONY Blair was last night bat¬ 
tling on three Fronts to prevent 
his grip on the party sparking 
the most serious i/ifemai un¬ 
rest since he became leader. 

Ren Livingstone vowed to 
pursue his campaign to be¬ 
come London's first directly 
elected Mayor after the La¬ 
bour hierarchy moved to pre¬ 
vent him standing as the par¬ 
ty's official candidate. The 
Brent East MP said he would 
drag the issue out for months, 
threatening to plunge the Lon¬ 
don Labour Party into the 
kind of bitter in-fighting that 
marred the 1930s. 

In Scotland Dennis Cana- 
van. the veteran left-wing MP, 
announced that he planned to 
stand as an independent candi¬ 
date for the Scottish parlia¬ 
ment after being spumed by 
Labour's selection procedure. 
Mr Canavan hit out at "Stalin¬ 
ist" tactics used by the leader¬ 
ship to exclude all but toe ul¬ 
tra-loyal. He feces certain ex¬ 
pulsion if he goes ahead. 

In Wales, party chiefs will to¬ 
day try again to persuade Rho- 
dri Morgan to stand aside and 
allow Alun Michael, the 
Welsh Secretary, to run unop¬ 
posed as Labour's candidate 
for first secretary. 

Mr Blair’s official spokes¬ 
man defended the right control 


of candidate selection, ranging 
across next year's elections for 
the Scottish and Welsh assem¬ 
blies and European Parlia¬ 
ment, as well as the London 
Mayoral contest in May 2000. 
as a sign of professionalism. 

He said: “Labour suffered 
for years and years and years 
while in opposition and one of 
the reasons we were in opposi¬ 
tion was lack of discipline and 
communication." 

But toe series of events al¬ 
lowed the Opposition to renew 
charges that the Labour leader¬ 
ship was beset by a “control- 
freak" mentality. 

Gillian Shephard, toe Shad¬ 
ow environment secretary, 
said the issues showed Labour 
was afraid of toe democratic 
process. 'The People* Party 
doesn't trust its own people to 
select its candidates," she said. 

Mr Livingstone said he need¬ 
ed an initial £20,000 to mail 
the party's 69,000 London 
members and laundi a write- 
in campaign. The tactic is well 
established in America, allow¬ 
ing outsiders to break in to a 
presidential race during pri¬ 
mary' elections. 

Two polls carried out yester¬ 
day after the London Regional 
Board's decision to subject 
would-be candidates to a selec¬ 
tion panel, seen as a “stop 


Ren” clause, gave Mr Living¬ 
stone overwhelming support 
Of 42 constituency party sec¬ 
retaries in the capital. 29 told 
toe BBC he should be allowed 
on the shortlist. Only three 
said he should not 
In a telephone poll conduct¬ 
ed by Carlton TV’s London To¬ 
night programme, 6.010 call¬ 
ers said Mr Livingstone 
should be allowed to stand, 
and 629 againsL 
Mr Blair denied that Mr Ca¬ 
navan had been unfairly treat¬ 
ed. “I am not dictating. I am 
just saying there are rules in 
the party and they apply to 
Dennis Canavan in toe same 
way they apply to Tony Blair.” 

Mr Canavan. who voted last 
night against the Government 
over toe Scotland Bill, said he 
had originally considered tak¬ 
ing legal action, but decided to 
refer toe matter to a “higher 
court" — the voters in his 
Falkirk West constituency. 

In Cardiff today. Mr Mor¬ 
gan will again make dear he 
intends to fight for election as 
Labour's candidate to be first 
minister in the Welsh assem¬ 
bly. His stance will almost cer¬ 
tainly mean the contest be¬ 
tween him. Mr Michael and 
Wayne David, the Welsh 
MEP, will drag well into next 
year. 



'Dedham Lock and Mill’ and, below left, ‘Sketch for Valley Farm’. The V&A has Tost” sketches for the paintings 



Elm sketches stolen 


Continued from Page 1 

entered toe area. He said there had 
been “very few” thefts in recent years. 
This year, a 2ft-high 18th-century 
vase was stolen from the display are¬ 
as and. after the arrest of a couple, 
was returned to toe museum. Staff 
had failed at first to notice that it had 
vanished. 

Dr Borg also mentioned a Japa¬ 
nese print taken in what he called a 
“casual theft”, fn I99Z. a 16th-century 
Media casket and a 17th-century al- 
farpiece were stolen from the galler¬ 
ies during open hours. 

The two Constables were among 
415 works donated to the V&A by Con¬ 
stable's daughter. Isabel, in 1888. She 


had wanted the entire contents of his 
studio to go to the museum. 

Timothy Stevens. V&A assistant di¬ 
rector of collections, said: “Dedham 
Lock is particularly important to us 
as we have the big picture to which it 
is related. There are interesting 
changes between the sketch and the 
finished work.” Of the theft, he said 
that they have more than four million 
objects to keep (rack of and seven 
miles of galleries to patroL 

With commercial banks installing 
security lo vie with Fort Knox, muse¬ 
ums and galleries have seemed like 
soft targets for robbers. Public collec¬ 
tions lack adequate binding for essen¬ 
tials such as security, and thefts are 
deeply embarrassing for them. 


TONY BLAIR signalled yester¬ 
day that the Government will 
press ahead with compulsory 
second pensions as he stressed 
that there would have to be 
“fundamental reform” of re¬ 
tirement provision. 

Legislation on pensions is 
now likely to be included in 
toe Queen’s Speech later this 
month, although no final deri¬ 
sion has yet been taken on toe 
speed of the reforms. 

The Welfare Reform Bill is 
expected to include changes to 
disability benefits, compulso¬ 
ry job interviews for dole 
claimants and elements of pen¬ 
sion reform. A Green Paper on 
pensions will be published 
shortly with the Welfare Bill in¬ 
troduced in the spring. 

The Prime Minister, toe 
Chancellor. Gordon Brown, 
and Alistair Darling, toe So¬ 
cial Security Secretary are try¬ 
ing to reach agreement over re¬ 
form. Mr Blair told MPs dur¬ 
ing Question Time in the Com¬ 
mons that proposals to reform 
pensions would be published 
in due course but it was impor¬ 
tant “to make sure that it is 
right for all categories of pen¬ 
sioner”. The three options now 
being considered are full com¬ 
pulsion — requiring everyone 
in work, who does not have an 
occupational or personal 
scheme, to take out a second 
stakeholder pension; a volun¬ 
tary second pension scheme: 
or requiring those above a 
specified income to take out a 
second pension. 

The third option is toe front¬ 
runner at toe Social Security 
Department Under plans be¬ 
ing drawn up by Mr Darling 
ail those earning above about 
£12.000 would nave to put a 
percentage of their salary into 
a second “stakeholder" pen¬ 
sion. The money would proba¬ 
bly be taken directly from pay. 

Whitehall sources have sug¬ 
gested that toe payments 
could be 6 to 8 per cent of sala¬ 
ry. But those on higher in¬ 
comes would not be expected 
to pay 8 per cent on toe whole 
of their salary. It is likely that 
everyone would have to pay a 
set percentage on toe first, say. 
£20.000 of their income. 



The watchdog quite ready to 
empty her dustbin in public 


By Valerie Elliott, Whitehall editor 


SORSY? 


A WOMAN who says she is 
good at spotting liars is to be¬ 
come toe new ethical watch¬ 
dog for MPs. 

Elizabeth Filkin. 58, has 
been selected to take over as 
the new Parliamentary Com¬ 
missioner on Standards to re¬ 
place Sir Gordon Downey, 
who is retiring at the end of 
the month, aged 70. 

The “nursety world” of 
Westminster might seem a fit¬ 
ting job for a former social 
worker and child care expert 
who has also written several 
academic books about deal¬ 
ing with errant charges. 

Next week MPs will be for¬ 
mally asked to approve her ap¬ 
pointment to a three-year con¬ 
tract from next February to 
the four-day E76i»76-a-year 
post The job involves moni¬ 
toring the register of mem¬ 
bers' interests, giving advice 
to MPs on questions of propri¬ 
ety. assisting new MPs with 
queries about their conduct 
and ethics, and investigating 
complaints against M Ps. 

For the post fire years she 
has gained a fearsome reputa¬ 


tion as an intrepid investiga¬ 
tor of complaints made 
against toe Inland Revenue. 
Customs & Excise and the 
Contributions Agency. 

Miss Filkin. in an interview 
with The Times yesterday . 
was dearly pinning her hopes 
on the new job — she would 
even be able to work from her 
home just south of Westmin¬ 
ster bridge, next to toe Houses 
of Parliament. 

One of toe conditions of her 
appointment, however, is that 
she must give up some lucra¬ 


tive non-executive director¬ 
ships with toe Britannia 
Building Society, Hay Man¬ 
agement Consultants and the 
computer firm. Logica. 

Miss Filkin survived a gru¬ 
elling 55-minute interview 
with toe Parliamentary Com¬ 
mission. beaded by the Speak¬ 
er. Betty Boothroyd. ten days 
ago. She admitted last night it 
had been an ordeal and had 
covered questions about every 
areas of her life. 

She was well aware that the 
post required someone of 



Filkin: aware she needed a “squeaky dean character'” 


“squeaky clean character - 
and said last night that she 
would not be afraid to “turn 
her dustbin upside down in 
public". 

She added however “I am 
aware however that all of us 
can make mistakes and look 
foolish. One can always re¬ 
flect on how things could have 
been done better." 

Miss Filkin. a mother of 
three daughters — two are 
public servants, a third is at 
university — had an amicable 
divorce from their father, Ge¬ 
offrey Filkin. a senior local 
government official, four 
years ago. 

Miss Filkin married 
Michael Honey, chief execu¬ 
tive of the London Ambulance 
Service, two years ago. 

Asked what qualities had 
made her the favourite, she 
said: “I hope that I am abso¬ 
lutely independent. 1 am abso¬ 
lutely tough and straight. 1 
hope that I am absolutely fair 
even if that can sometimes be 
unpopular. 1 hope 1 know 
how human beings behave by, 


Details of Diana Former minister 
tribute unveiled voices bug fears 


By Jill Siikrman, chiei- political correspondent 


By Valerie Eluott. Whitehall Editor 



GORDON BROWN last 
night announced deiaifs of 
the plans for the Diana. Prin¬ 
cess of Wales Memorial Gar¬ 
den which has been scaled 
down following local opposi¬ 
tion to the original plans. 

He confirmed that the origi¬ 
nal proposal for a 2.7 acre site 
costing EiOmillion had been 
replaced by a more understat¬ 
ed scheme involving a smaller 
garden and a memorial walk. 

The Chancellor, who is 
chair or the Diana. Princess of 
Wales Memorial Committee, 
said the most significant part 
of the memorial was to be a 
walkway connecting four of 
London's great parks. 

‘This will be one of the 
most magnificent urban park¬ 
land walks in toe world." said 

Mr Brown suggesting it 


should be established lo cele¬ 
brate the life of Diana. 

Kensington Gardens. Hyde 
Park, Green Park and St 
James' Park will be connected 
in a figure of eight with Hyde 
Park in the Centre. 

“The walk, which will now 
be the centrepiece of the me¬ 
morial garden idea won't fo¬ 
cus so much on Kensington 
Gardens any more/' said a 
Treasury spokesman. 

“What worried many resi¬ 
dents was the idea ihai thou¬ 
sands would turn up to start 
the walk in Kensington Gar¬ 
dens and come back to finish 
iL but this way. it can be start¬ 
ed and finished at any point/ - 
The Chancellor also set out 
plans for Kensington Gar¬ 
dens with improvements for 
the children's playground. 


DR David Clark, a former 
Cabinet Minister, yesterday 
warned that many vital nation¬ 
al services such as electricity, 
gas. water and telecommunica¬ 
tions could be disrupted by the 
millennium computer bug un¬ 
less urgent action was taken. 

In his first public speech 
since being sacked by Tony 
Blair last summer. Dr Clark 
emphasised that ministers did 
not have the powers in compel 
many wider public services 
•such as utility companies, to 
make toe necessary plans. 

Bui he warned NHS bosses, 
local authority jnd other pub¬ 
lic utiliy chiefs that they could 
he personally liable for manv 
injuries or losses caused b'v 
failures in their systems. 

, Clark alsu called on the 
Government to change its ap¬ 


proach for the training of 
20.000 bug-busters to go in to 
companies and other public or-! 
ganisations to give advice. 

He believed only a few hun¬ 
dred people had already been 
trained and suggested tool re¬ 
tired and former computer ex¬ 
perts should be recruited by 
the Government to go into 
firms. 

Dr Clark.—who was former¬ 
ly Minister responsible for. 
raising awareness of the bug, 
— was backing a new report 
from Taskforce 2000 which 
showed that costs to tackle the 
bug in central Government de¬ 
partments were likely to esca¬ 
late from about £2 to E3 billion 
iu L8 billion. Their analysis 
also showed that many depart¬ 
ments were falling behind 
their deadlines.. 
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Premature baby born after being stabbed in the womb 


adyto 

jublic 


A BABY was delivered prematurc- 
y SUV ^ 6005 after twice beine 
***** in die womb during a k 3 
attack on his mother yesterday 
bast mghi doctors who carried 
out an emergency caesarean sec- 
ncm within minutes of the attack 

StSSi !?" 1 h 1 * Hunier * 201 and 

her 7lb son. who was due to be bom 
jntwo^weeks, were out of danger 
Ms Hunter was on her way 10 an 
amt-natal dime with a friend when 
she was attacked in the grounds of 
Sun Jrland Royal Infirmary. She 
had five wounds, twoof which penc¬ 
il ter ute ™ s - 1 her un- 

bom child on the bunock. 

A man man fled when two hospi¬ 
tal security guards intervened, bui 
he was caught after a chase. 
Paramedics already on the scene 


Paul Wilkinson reports on the pregnant woman who was attacked on her way to an ante-natal clinic 


at the nearby casualty unit gave the 
woman emergency aid before medi¬ 
cal staff look her to an operating 
theatre. Kim Hinshaw, the consult¬ 
ant obstaerrician who delivered the 
baby with a team of 12, said'. “The 
baby had been stabbed twice in the 
bonom and they were more than su¬ 
perficial wounds. I can say no more 
than that bur he is doing fine. We 
soned the baby out first. He was 
out within about ten minutes of go* 
ing into theatre. Both mother and 
baby are stable now." 

Detective Chief Inspector Dave 
Jackson, of Sunderland police, 
said: ‘This is a terrible incident but 
1 would like to assure people attend¬ 


ing the hospital that there is no risk 
to anyone else. I would like to com¬ 
mend the actions of ihe hospital 
staff who showed great courage in 
detaining the assailant at great risk 
to themselves. 

“It’s good news that both mother 
and child are doing well. We hope 
they continue to make good 
progress.” 

David Parkins, the hospital’s ac¬ 
cident and emergency consultant, 
said: ‘The mother came in with a to¬ 
tal of five stab wounds, with a ma¬ 
jor stab wound to her abdomen. 
Part of ter abdomen was protrud¬ 
ing. The wound to the abdomen 
went right through to her uterus 


and the baby has a nick in his but¬ 
tocks. 

"She was conscious and talking 
to us but she also had a puncture of 
the right lung which gave cause for 
serious concern. We activated our 
trauma team and brought in an ob- 
staetridan and general surgeon 
and notified theatre. She was then 
token for an urgent caesarean sec¬ 
tion birth. That all happened with¬ 
in half an hour of her first arriving. 
At one stage we had about ten peo¬ 
ple working on her in resuscita¬ 
tion." 

A surgeon also dealt with her 
stab wounds during the two-hour 
operation. 


Mr Parians said; "The baby is 
fine. He is in a special care baby 
unit at the moment," 

The two hospital security guards 
are Colin Boyd. 43. and John Atkin¬ 
son, 39. Mr Boyd wrestled the man 
to the ground after chasing him for 
nearly 200 yards. He said: "A 
friend of the woman rushed from 
outside into the corridor and said 
someone was trying to kill her 
friend, it looked as if someone was 
punching her in the stomach. Then 
I saw the blade in his hand and I 
could see he was thrusting it into 
his stomach. 

“I shouted ‘Hey what are you do¬ 
ing? 1 He stopped and looked at us 


then he started running away. A 
couple of times he turned and 
waved his knife at us. He then 
turned and started running again 
and I derided 1 had to give it a go 
and 1 thought to myself it’s now or 
never’. I started running faster and 
jumped on his back and pulled him 
down. I didn't think of the danger 
at the time." 

A man aged 25. who is known to 
the victim, was arrested and treat¬ 
ed for a minor knife wound suf¬ 
fered as he was tackled by the secu¬ 
rity staff. 

Ms Hunter’s friend, Suzanne 
Steel, 22. said they were walking to 
the hospital when the man ap¬ 


proached them. “He suddenly start¬ 
ed running towards us. He hud 
been waiting for her. He grabbed 
her and repeatedly knifed her in 
the stomach. I screamed and ran 
for help, he had her round the 
throat. 

"We had tried to get away, but be¬ 
ing pregnant she didn’t get far from 
him. I sot help and the security 
guards came out and chased him 
away. It was awful. I was terrified 
for Amanda and the baby - he was 
like a raving lunatic." 

She added: ".Amanda remembers 
dearly what happened. She is very 
frightened. She hasn't seen the 
baby yet- He was bom at I2.it and 
weighs 7Ibs. She has a photograph 
of the baby and has named him Bai¬ 
ley.” 


CPS drops 

drugs action 
against teacher 


A PRIMARY school deputy 
headmistress accused of laun¬ 
dering drugs money spoke yes¬ 
terday of her ten-month ordeal 
after walking free from court. 

Charges against Patricia 
Taylor were dropped by the 
Crown Prosecution Service 
when she appeared brfore 
magistrates this week. Four 
men and a woman from the 
South of England were com¬ 
mitted for trial on laundering 
pid conspiracy charges relat¬ 
ing to a £25 drugs seizure fry 
Customs. 

Mrs Taylor. 52, who has 
been suspended from her post 
at Blackgates Junior School in 
Moriey. near Leeds, said was 
looking forward to getting 
bade to the classroom. “1 am 
elated bythe verdict." she said. 
“But it’s hard to describe how 
it’s been, it’s been an awful 
year. There's been a lot of ru¬ 
mour because of my job. I nev¬ 
er thought about if 1 would be 
sent to jaiL I spent a night in 
cells after 1 was charged, 
which gave me a taste of how 
it might be." 

Mrs Taylors nightmare be¬ 
gan in January when Customs 
and Excise officers raided the 
home she shares 'with her hus- r 
band Colin, also 52, in Gomer- 
sal, near Bradford. West York¬ 
shire. Her son, Kieran Briggs, 
was linked to a gang caught al¬ 
legedly bringing cocaine 


By Paul Wilkinson 

through the Channel Tunnel 
hidden in the wheels of a Land 
Rover. 

Customs officers began 
probing a £42.000 present 
from Mr Briggs, 31. which she 
believed had come from the 
kitchen business he had sold 
to finance a world tour. Mrs 
Taylor was arrested in July, 
but released pending further 
investigations. She was formal¬ 
ly charged m September with 
money laundering and spent a 
night in custody before appear¬ 
ing before magistrates in 
Wetherby, West Yorkshire. 

Her son is still being pur¬ 
sued by police in connection 
with the smuggling ring and is 
thought to be abroad. 

Mrs Taylor, who faced up to 



Patricia Taylor, cleared 
of drugs charges 


14 years in jail if convicted, 
said: "Things got pretty grim 
in January when we discov¬ 
ered Kieran might be involved 
In this smuggling operation. 
He said he was going off for a 
year, it was something he'd al¬ 
ways wanted to do. We honest¬ 
ly donl know where he is. He 
was ringing us from South 
America and telling us he was 
in Thailand. 

“We’re worried for him, we 
dont know what he’s doing or 
who he's with. He’S made it 
worse by not coming forward. 
He phoned me on my birthday 
in June and l told him I had a 
number he should ring, but he 
didnt want iL” 

Mrs Taylor last saw him in 
August 1997 when he fold 
them he was going to travel to 
the Far East and Australia. 
But they later discovered he 
had gone to South America. 

She was full of praise for her 
colleagues, ‘They have been re¬ 
ally supportive. The people 
who matter have stood by me. 
I cant blame some people for 
being embarrassed to talk to 
me, but now I just want to go 
badc.lve missed the children." 

Andrew Hill, her solicitor, 
said: “It was the most awful sit¬ 
uation for her because ail the 
way along I had told the Cus¬ 
toms and Excise officers there 
wasn't a scrap of meaningful 
evidence against her.” 



Wife crippled 
in crash sues 
husband and 
wins £1.5m 


By Susie Steiner 


Clare Bear yesterday. Before her accident she planned to become a personal trainer 


A FITNESS instructor who 
was crippled by her fiance’s 
dangerous driving won 
£1.5 million in damages yester¬ 
day. 

Clare Bear, 37. became en¬ 
gaged to Alex Bear, a 34-year- 
old army sergeant, on the day 
of the accident that paralysed 
her in 1994. The couple went 
on to many six months later. 

After yesterday's High 
Court hearing, she expressed 
disappointment at 
the sum. to be paid 
by her husband’s / _ 

insurers. She had * 1 

originally claimed 
about £ 2.6 million. Hica 

"I feel angry.” U15>d 

she said. This is , 

going to put extra DUt 

pressure on our 
marriage." r*rir 

She and her hus- 
band had fought a T 
difficult tattle to by £ 

sustain their rela- ____ 

tionshrp in the face 
of emotional turmoil, she 
said. ‘There was a lot of love 
between us before the acci¬ 
dent and it carried us 
through -1 am disabled, but be 
is crippled by guilt- When 
something goes wrong until 
the care regime, he is the first 
person I blame. It's very diffi¬ 
cult to love someone and hate 
them at the same time.” 

The couple were driving 
into Plymouth town centre in 
the week after Christmas 1994 


6 1 am 
disabled, 
but he is 
crippled 
by guilt’ 


when Mr Bear took a corner 
“at excessive speed" and 
crashed the car. 

Mrs Bear had been plan¬ 
ning to start a business as a 
personal trainer and would 
run for an hour each day. She 
also competed in half-mara¬ 
thons. The pair planned to 
have children immediately af¬ 
ter marrying. 

The crash, however, left her 
with severe spinal cord inju¬ 
ries that caused pa¬ 
ralysis in both legs 
and her left arm 
IT1 She is unable to 

wash or comb her 
hair and needs con- 
Slant care. 

. Mr Bear, who 

L0 IS was about to be 

posted to Bosnia 
llprf when the crash 

happened, was not 
•i.« injured. He later 

IIIL' pleaded guilty to 

_____ dangerous driving. 

“In the early days I 
didn't want to marry him al 
all," Mrs Bear said. “He was 
very persistent" 

The couple, who live in Exe¬ 
ter. married while Mrs Bear 
was a patient at a spinal inju¬ 
ries unit Mr Bear is now per¬ 
manently posted in Britain 
and they still hope to have chil¬ 
dren. 

The £15 million settlement 
plus substantial costs, was 
agreed with Mr Bear’s insur¬ 
ers. the Norwich Union- 


Surgeon’s daughter took overdose I Friend heard suicide on phone 


THE teenage daughter of one of Britain's 
leading transplant surgeons has died af¬ 
ter taking a drugs overdose. 

John Dark and his wife. Sue. were yes¬ 
terday trying to come to terms with the 
death of their "talented and beautiful" 
daughter Tessa. 16- Mr Dark is a senior 
heart surgeon at the Freeman Hospital, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, on e of th e coun¬ 
try’s foremost transplant centres. 

Sixth-form classmates al Tessa's pri¬ 
vate school have been offered counselling 
to help them to cope with their grief after 
learning of her death. 

Prayers for her were said yesterday dur¬ 
ing morning assembly at Ihe £4,O0O-a- 
year Dame Allen’s School in Newcastle 
where David Welsh, her head master, de¬ 
scribed her as “bright and talented”. The 


By Paul Wilkinson 

head of her previous school recalled her 
as being “quiet calm” and “very beauti¬ 
ful". 

Mr and Mrs Dark and their son Tom 
were being comforted by relatives at their 
home in foe smart Newcastle suburb of 
Gosforth yesterday. On Monday last 
week paramedics had taken the teenager 
from the house to the Royal Victoria Infir¬ 
mary in Newcastle where she was placed 
in intensive care, but her condition deteri¬ 
orated and she died on Friday. 

Officers from Northumbria Police are 
waiting for the results of tests to discover 
how Tessa died, but ft is thought she took 
an overdose of "an over-the-counter reme¬ 
dy". Staff at the Dame Alien school were 
anxious to point out that Tessa had not 
taken "recreational" drugs. An inquest 


has been opened and adjourned by Dav¬ 
id Mitford. the Newcastle coroner. 

Mr Welsh said: Tessa was a bright 
and talented sixth-former who had lots of 
interests and lots of friends here. Her 
friends and staff at the school are support¬ 
ing both Tessa’s family and each other. 
Governors, staff and pupils are all think¬ 
ing of the family and our prayers go out 
to them at this very difficult time." 

Tessa had been studying for A levels in 
art geography, history and politics. She 
had moved to Dame Allen’s after study¬ 
ing at the Central High School in Jes- 
mond. Newcastle, until she was B. Ange¬ 
la Chapman, the head there, said she still 
had many friends at the school who were 
devastated by her death. Many would at¬ 
tend her funeral in Gosforth today. 


A MAN listened on his mobile 
phone as his best friend killed 
himself in his fume-filled car. 
Although the two were five 
miles apart they shared a last 
drink together over the phone 
before the exhaust gases from 
Ronald Bartlett's Porsche final¬ 
ly overcame him. 

A passer-by who wrenched 
open the door found the phone 
still connected and Martin 
Blevins anxiously calling out 
to his dying friend. 

Mr Bartlett, an oil rig work¬ 
er, committed suicide after he 
was left by his girlfriend, 
Helen Cunningham, an in¬ 
quest in North Shields, North 
Tyneside, was told. He was dis¬ 
traught to ieam that she had 


Inquest is told how jilted man made 
one last call before killing himself 
in his car, reports Paul Wilkinson 


aborted his baby after an af¬ 
fair with another man. 

On the evening of March 28 
she had hung up on him and 
switched off her mobile phone 
while he pleaded for a reconci¬ 
liation. Mr Bartlett, from 
North Shields, then decided to 
kill himself and rang his 
friend to say a final farewelL 

Mr Blevins told the hearing: 
"He told me he was parked 
somewhere but ne didn't tell 
me where. He said he was go¬ 


ing to have a drink. Then we 
went through the scenario: 
how he felt and why he felt he 
had to do certain things. I was 
hoping people would pass by 
and get a clue as to what was 
going on. 

Then he just said, ‘Right. 
I’m going to start the engine.*! 
tried to keep him talking but 
could hear the car exhaust 
noise coming into the car. I 
just kept talking to him, 1 said 
there was no reason.” Mr Bar¬ 


tlett was found dead in his car 
in a lane outside Earsdon, 
near Whitley Bay. 

The inquest was told that 
Miss Cunningham had re¬ 
ceived numerous calls from 
Mr Bartlett at her home in 
North Shields that night, beg¬ 
ging her to take him back. She 
told the hearing: “He told me 
he was going out in the car 
and he would not be coming 
back. He had made threats be¬ 
fore that he would take his 
own life and 1 took it that he 
meant it I phoned the police 
because I was concerned he 
would do something." 

Brian Gallon, the North Ty¬ 
neside comer, recorded a ver¬ 
dict of suicide. 
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Millions observe the 
two-minute silence 


THE first chime of eleven was 
the signal for Britain to come 
to a a brieF standstill yesterday 
as millions marked the mo¬ 
ment that the guns fell silent 
SO years ago. 

Shop tills were closed, foun¬ 
tains turned off and buses and 
taxis pulled over in a national 
display of remembrance not 
seen for many years. 

Across the nation, services 
were held at hundreds of war 
memorials, but it was the brief 
respite from the hustle of daily 
life which many found most 
poignant In Central London 
tourists, who had not appreci¬ 
ated the significance of the 
hour, were nonplussed as traf¬ 
fic suddenly came to a halt At 
the Old Bailey trials were halt¬ 
ed. 

In parks within earshot of 
Big Ben. the bells stopped hun¬ 
dreds in their trades. Builders 
working on the extension to 
the Jubilee Tube line removed 
their hard hats and stood to at¬ 
tention. 

At Heathrow airport bag¬ 
gage belts were stopped at 
llam and Concorde was re¬ 
scheduled by 45 minutes so the 
roar of its four engines would 
not interrupt the two minutes’ 
silence. AH aircraft were 
banned from starting their en¬ 
gines or taxiing and the Last 
Post was played across the 
loudspeaker system. 

Jean Bilous. a tourist from 
North Carolina, was among 
those who joined the tribute in 
London. “We just don’t haw 
anything like this in the 
States," she said. “That is a 
shame because it was so mov- 


Traffic stopped, aeroplanes waited 
and shoppers stood in the aisles, 
report Adrian Lee and John Young 


ing." In Edinburgh, a single 
cannon shot from the castle 
was the sign for the capital to 
fall quiet. At the city’s war me¬ 
morial an elderly woman's 
sobs were the only sound. An¬ 
gus Stewart. 89, who fought in 
fee Second World War said he 
was pleasantly surprised by 
how many young people in the 
city observed the tribute. 

At Winchester Crown 
Court, prisoners stood in the 
dock with their heads bowed 
as they joined judges and bar¬ 
risters during the silence. 

in Bristol cash registers 
and public address systems 
were turned oFf as shoppers at 
the Cribbs Causeway mall 
stopped to remember. At the 
Clifton suspension bridge, 
workers joined the tribute. 

In Glasgow, only the hum of 
traffic could be heard as 150 
ex-servicemen gathered in 
George Square. Pubs opened 
late. 

Passengers at Piccadilly rail¬ 
way station in Manchester 
were requested by announcers 
to pause. In Newcastle upon 
Tyne shoppers stood, heads 
bowed, in the streets. One 
store turned off its Christmas 
display. 

In Leeds, gunfire signalled 
the start of fee silence and traf¬ 
fic was stopped while 500 peo¬ 
ple. including war veterans, 
gathered at fee city’s Ceno¬ 


taph. Similar ceremonies were 
held at war memorials 
throughout Northern Ireland. 
In Belfast city centre Noel 
Strannix. 72, stood to remem¬ 
ber his father. Samuel, who 
survived fee Battle of the Som¬ 
me. As he saluted the dead, a 
few moments past Ham. he no¬ 
ticed a traffic warden quietly 
stick a ticket on a parked car. 

Workers at the Japanese- 
owned Honda car plant in 
Swindon, which employs 
more than 3,000 people, 
downed tools for two minutes 
as their tribute. 

No clocks chimed or bugles 
blew but at 11 o’clock an al¬ 
most total hush fell upon the 
busy aisles of Tesco in Ham¬ 
mersmith. West London. An 
announcement on the public 
address system invited custom¬ 
ers to observe the two-minute 
silence and asked them to be 
patient if the counter staff also 
wished to participate. 

The injunction was unneces¬ 
sary. Wife one accord the tills 
stopped bleeping and custom¬ 
ers, young and old. stood si¬ 
lent and motionless. 

As normal business re¬ 
sumed, people seemed over¬ 
whelmingly pleased that the 
traditional observance had 
been restored. Robert Green, 
who served briefly in the Roy¬ 
al Artillery in the 1960s, said 
that those who died in the 


wars, and particularly in the 
Holocaust, should never be for¬ 
gotten. 

Annabel High, a young 
mother with a small daughter 
perched on her trolley, said 
she thought it was a great 
idea. “We must go on remem¬ 
bering the sacrifices those peo¬ 
ple made. Without them I 
would not be here today and 
nor would she.” 

George Parsons said: “1 
think it’s a really good thing 
that they've brought it back. I 
was a bus conductor years 
ago. and I remember when the 
buses used to stop and the driv¬ 
ers would get out and stand to 
attention by the side of the 
road. I was in London as a 
child during the Blitz and, al¬ 
though 1 know youngsters to¬ 
day see things differently and 
cant really appreciate what 
people went through in those 
days, it does no harm to try to 
get them interested.” 

A young couple, Kass and 
Victoria Jones, were as delight¬ 
ed as their elders that the tradi¬ 
tion had been restored. The 
two-minute silence was a time 
for reflection on the part of peo¬ 
ple who knew something of 
what had happened and 
might also persuade those 
who knew little or nothing to 
find out more, Mr Jones said. 

His wife agreed “If you 
have young kids with you. and 
everyone suddenly stops in si¬ 
lence. they will ask what is go¬ 
ing on. Mum will explain and 
. perhaps the child will realise 
it’s something important** 



Letters, page 25 Time to remember staff and passengers in silent tribute yesterday at York station 
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Schroder 
‘too busy’ 
to go to 
France 

GERHARD Scbr&der. the 
German Chancellor, was too 
busy to commemorate the aid 
of the World War One yester¬ 
day. but that did not mean the 
historic import of the Armi¬ 
stice was last on Germany, his 
spokesman said. 

The Chancellors absence 
from ceremonies in France 
had raised eyebrows within 
Germany and abroad But his 
spokesman. Uwe-Karsten 
Heye. said the Chancellor's 
hectic schedule had prevented 
him from being involved 
‘The Chancellor just, 
couldn’t go,” Herr Heye said ■ 
He noted that the Chancellor 
had made a major policy 
speech to Parliament. 

Although the German me¬ 
dia give much coverage to Ar-; 
mistier commemorations else- > 
where, there are no large cere-; 
monies in Germany itself. 

The spokesman said the! 
Chancellor's failure to lay a; 
wreath at fee tomb of Poland’s - 
Unknown Soldier during.-sC 
one-day visit to Warsaw .test- 
week was also a question of; 
time.He said however that; 
more of a gesture could 
made in future. 

In Cologne the llthhou^-od 
the 11th day of the 11th memfe. 
means something different?; 
carnival season began .yestetr 
day in Germany, eleven bemg 
the camivaF’magie number?*: 
Over 10,000 people, many- 
dressed up as “Narrerr, .of* 
fools, crowded the old market- 
in Rhineland's main city. Co¬ 
logne. to kick off the celebra¬ 
nt trihute vesterdav at York station tions. 




LATEST RANGE 
OF KODAK DIGITAL “V 
CAMERAS 


llMybrotker^S. 
hinted that he'd love \ 
a digital camera and \ 
that Dixons had a great \ 
choice-And he ms right!' 
I got a camera and some 
software as well 77 


Statesmen launch appeal 
to honour Lloyd George 




This latest range of digital cameras from Kodak store 
images digitally, so there’s no more film or developing, 
and you can even view your photos instantly. You can also 
edit and store them on your PC, look at them on your TV, 
put them into documents - even fax or e-mail them! 

Ask for a full demonstration in-store. . 


mgi photosuite u 


ON ALL DKaflAL CAMERAS 
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Kodak DC 200 A 

MEGA PIXEL DIGITAL CAMERA 

• TJ52x864 pixels. 

• 18" colour LCD screen. 

• 4Mb removable memory card. 

• Stores up to SO images. 

• Real image viewfrtder. 

Was £399Sa SAVE tlOO 
9 MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE OPTION* 


12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTIOri* 
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K o dak dc 22 o ▼ 

BffiBA PIXEL DH3TIAL GAMBIA WITH 
2x OPTICAL ZOOM 

• H52X864phs!«. + 8ftft} compact flash card. 

• Stores up to 104 images. 


• 2T cotoerLCO screen. 
Was £69939. SAVE £200 
12 MONTHS afTEHEST j 
FREE OP TION* . PJ 
LARGER *• 


STORES ONUT 


?499Ja 




" ft? 

New. 


PlttCE-WE CANT BE BEATEN* 

Emry week m compare prices In the national 
press so you KNOW you can’t buy betterl If yoo find 
you can. wg guara n te e torehstd the t M terance. 


▲Kodak DC260 MEGAPIXEL 

DIGITAL CAMERA WTTH 3x OPTICAL ZOOM 

•-S 36 xT 024 pb 9 f& • SMb compact flash card 
# Stores up to 90 images • 2" cokuo- LCD screen. 

FREE CARD READER. _ _ 

Was £899£9 l SAVE £100 

tZ MONTHS INT E RE S T FREE O PTION* 1* f JfJf 
LARGER STORES ONLY mrnM Vwi 


FIRST FOR NEW TECHNOLOGY 
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By Roland Watson 

POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 

THREE former Prime Minis¬ 
ters helped yesterday to 
launch a campaign to honour 
David Lloyd George with a 
statue in Parliament Square. 

Lord Callaghan of Cardiff. 
Sir Edward Heath and John 
Major united to pay tribute to 
their predecessor, who an¬ 
nounced the end of the First 
World War to the Commons 
SO years ago yesterday. 

The event was timed to coin¬ 
cide with yesterdays Armi¬ 
stice Day commemorations. 
Bui campaigners want to re¬ 
flect the fiery orator's record 
as a social reformer as much 
as his role in bringing an end 
to the Great War. 

The Liberal Prime Minister 
was credited with shaping 
much of the 20th century after 
his “People’s Budget” in 1909 
led to the Old Age Pension. 

Organisers of the David 
Lloyd George Statue Appeal 
Trust need to raise £400.000 
to erect a lOft-high bronze stat- 

Veteran 
dies before 
receiving 
medal 

THE last Senegalese rifleman 
known to have fought in the 
First World War. Abuulayu 
N’Daye. died a day before he 
was due to be decorated dur¬ 
ing Armistice Day commemo¬ 
rations. the French Embassy 
sard yesterday. He was 104. 

N’Daye. believed to have 
been the oldest survivor of 
French West African forces 
who fought in Europe, died of 
an apparent heart attack on 
Tuesday in his village of Thio- 
wor where he was to receive 
the Legion of Honour medal. 
He served in the Tirailleurs 
Scncgalais and was to receive 
rhe decoration to mark the 
SOih anniversary of the Armi¬ 
stice. 

In the village, the veteran, 
who was wounded in the head 
during lire war and was very 
hard of hearing but was other¬ 
wise still fit and surrounded 
by great-grandchildren, had 
in September greeted the news 
of the promised award with lit¬ 
tle enthusiasm. He said: “1 
would have preferred help to 
ensure my survival.” 

N’Daye received a veteran’s 
pension and injury benefit of 
just over £100 a year. He was 
unaware that he was probably 
the last alive of the 400.001) 
Senega lese ri flemcn who 
joined up or were forcibly re¬ 
cruited across sub-Saharan Af¬ 
rica to fight for colonial Frano; 
against the Germans. 

He was forced to enlist at 20 
to ensure the release of his un¬ 
de. whom the authorities had 
taken hostage. He fought in 
what he two months ago 
called the “bitter battles” of 
Verdun, the Dardanelles, and 
the Somme. He was struck in 
the head by two bullets, but 
his helmet saved his life. 



Lloyd George helped to 
bring the war to an end 

ue to stand opposite Sir Win¬ 
ston Churchill, one of the 
Lloyd George’s oldest friends. 
It would join the other nine 
statues of politicians ringing 
the square opposite the Palace 
of Westminster, induding 
Churchill. Disraeli and Oliver 
Cromwell. 

Lord Cledwyn of Penrhos, 
the former Labour leader of 
the Opposition in the Lords 
and the appeal's chairman, 
said: “He was the British 


statesman who did most to 
make victory possible in the 
Great War and we should 
also remember him as a social 
reformer who introduced. 
measures which were the real 
foundation of our modem wel¬ 
fare state.” 

However, recent historians 
have questioned whether 
Lloyd George secured victory 
in 1918 by bolstering the Allied 
Command. Some suggest he 
may have prolonged fee con¬ 
flict by failing to come up with 
a coherent strategy to defeat 
the German army. 

Statues of Lloyd George, 
who was in Downing Street 
from 1916 to 1923 and died in ’. 
1945. stand in Cardiff. Caer¬ 
narfon and in the Members' 
Lobby immediately outside 
the Commons chamber. 

The present Lord Lloyd. 
George, the 3rd earl and 
grandson of the former Prune- 
Minister, said: “For a long' 
lime my grandfather was not; 
appreciated, but now it looks! 
like his legacy will finally he; 
properly remembered.” ; - 


Honduras 

Emergency Appeal 


International Care & Relief (ICR) has received an 
urgent request from the Honduran Ambassador 
for emergency relief supplies in the aftermath 
of the terrible disaster that has swept over 
Centra! America 

Hurricane Mitch hit Honduras last week leaving 
5,273 dead and 11,083 missing. Over 2 million 
people have lost their homes. Entire communities 
have been wiped out and bridges have been 
destroyed. 70% of staple crops have gone. 

Diseases such as cholera, typhoid, malaria 
and dengue fever are in danger of becoming 
endemic as a result of stagnant water where 
bodies still remain. 

ICR’s Emergency Appeal Fund needs your 
donations as quickly as possible so that we can 
assist relief organisations on the ground to meet 
the overwhelming plight of so many desperate 
people. 

Please give as much as you can 


Name _ 

(P«fl narr* c address m capitals 

Address __ 

_Postcode__ 

I wish t o giv e: 

E50oO £25 oD £50CH Other ! ] 

I enclose my cheque made payable to ICR 
I would like to give by Mastercard/Visa-please charge 
the above amount to my account number. 


Expiry Date / / 

Donate by phone 01892 519619 
FREEPOST TW 3028, 27 Church Road, Tunbridge 
Wens, Kent TNI 1BR 

/|CRs International Care and Relief /|fRs 
Registered Charity No. 298316 
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United we stand: President McAleese and the Queen waiting to lay their wreaths yesterday at the foot of the Irish Peace Tower in Messmes. They were watched hv t gin .n 
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The tower catches the light at Ilazn on November II 


FOR the first time in history, a 
British monarch and an Irish 
president stood side by side on 
a public occasion yesterday. 
And for the first time, the Irish 
Republic acknowledged and 
honoured its men who fought 
and fell for the British Grown 
in the First World War. 

Together, the Queen and 
President Mary McAleese laid 
wreaths at the newly built 
Irish Peace Tower, a 109-foot 
stone pencil on top of a small 
hump in the endless flat lands 
of Flanders, watched by 1500 
guests from all comers of Ire¬ 
land. and from all shades of 
the island’s politics and reli¬ 
gions. 

From David Trimble to the 
Chief Rabbi of Ireland they 
stood, for once united, far a 
brief interdenominational 
service and a minute of silence 
that spoke volumes of guilt, 
not only for 50,000 Irishmen 
who died in the service of King 
George V, but for the killing 
that has gone on since, begin¬ 
ning with those survivors who 
went home from the trenches 
only to be murdered as trai¬ 
tors in their own Irish homes. 

In the early days of file war, 
the men of the Protestant 36th 
Ulster Division were kept well 
apart from the mainly Catho¬ 
lic 16th Irish Division lest they 
tore at each other’s throats. 
But an the first day of the Som¬ 
me in 1916, the Ulster men 
were so depleted that what re¬ 
mained of their division was 
merged with the 16th Irish. 
Protestant and Catholic 


over Ireland 


Alan Hamilton reports from Messines in Belgium 


fought shoulder to shoulder to 
recapture the ridge at Mess¬ 
ines. where the memorial now 
stands. It rights the perceived 
wrong of the Ulster Tower at 
Thiepval Ridge at the Somme, 
which is dedicated solely to file 
memory of the Northern Irish. 

The place and the day were 
heavy with symbolism. The 
tower is built of stones re¬ 
claimed from an old work 
house in Mullingar, County 
Westmeath, built to house the 
starving poor of the potato 
famines. It has a high window 
positioned, in the manner of 
Stone Henge. to catch the sun 
on the eleventh hour of fire 
eleventh day of the eleventh 
month. 

The tower is the result of a 
private initiative by two indi¬ 
viduals, Paddy Harte. from Co 
Donegal in the Republic, and 
Glen Barr from Belfast Their 
cross-border charitable trust 
has built the memorial entire¬ 
ly from private subscription. It 
is as much about present-day 
reconciliation as about the 
events of 1917. 

The Queen and President 
McAleese walked together 
from the gate of the little park 
to the base of the memorial, 
both dressed in black, talking 
amiably, and accompanied by 
King Albert of the Belgians 
and Queen Paola, who per¬ 
haps mistakenly had chosen to 
wear brown. 

But for all fire attempts at 


reconciliation, the divisions of 
history still showed. The 
Queen wore a poppy on her 
coat President McAleese wore 
none. The Queen's wreath was 
of traditional red poppies; the 
Irish wreath was plain black, 
decorated only with a ribbon 
in the colours of the Irish Tri¬ 
colour. The poppy was long re¬ 
garded as a badge of imperial¬ 
ism in the Republic. 

Mr Harte and Mr Barr, the 
moving forces behind the 
project, recited a prayer togeth¬ 
er; “Collectively we apologise 
for the terrible deeds we have 
done to each other and seek for¬ 
giveness.” Then they too laid a 
wreath, helped by two Irish 
Guards in full scarlet tunic 
and bearskin. 

President and Queen stood 


together with the King and 
Queen of the Belgians for the 
minute’s silence, their far*»s til 
by the slanting sun of a perfect 
autumn afternoon. Around 
them, many hundreds of chil¬ 
dren. grandchildren and rela¬ 
tives of fallen Irishmen, many 
proudly wearing the medals of 
their dead forefathers, stood si¬ 
lently. As the bugle tall of Rev¬ 
eille broke foe silence, foe par¬ 
ty turned and walked slowly 
past the crowded stands. The 
President walked with King Al¬ 
bert, leaving the Queen sever¬ 
al paces behind. 

But at the gate the two wom¬ 
en exchanged a brief hand¬ 
shake and a smile. Mrs 
McAleese thanked the Queen 
for accepting her invitation to 
attend, and the crowd were left 


to muse an whether Ireland's 
bloody history really was over, 
and whether the time is ap¬ 
proaching when the Queen of 
the United Kingdom may 
make a state visit to Dublin for 
the first time since 1911. 

Mr Trimble, who apolo¬ 
gised for the unavoidable ab¬ 
sence of his deputy, Seamus 
Mallon. was guardedly hope- 
fill. “This is the first time that 
the Irish Republic has been as¬ 
sociated with us in an ad of re¬ 
membrance. I think it’s a very 
positive thing, as significant as 
the formation of the British- 
Irish Council. It will help to 
get rid of the anti-British ele¬ 
ment in Irish culture." 

What was intended as a re¬ 
membrance of those who died 
came, for a moment, perilous¬ 
ly dose to becoming a political 
event But at least no-one men¬ 
tioned decommissioning. 


Soldiers 
fought 
for Irish 
cause 


By Audrey Magee 

IRELAND 

CORRESPONDENT 

MARGARET PHELAN 
went to Mass in Kilkenny 
yesterday to remember her 
brother, an Irish soldier 
killed S2 years ago fighting 
on foe Somme. 

Mrs Phelan remains 
proud of him. despite at¬ 
tempts by successive gener¬ 
ations of Irish people to 
wipe out the memoiy of 
the men who fought with 
the British Army in Eu¬ 
rope while Ireland was bat¬ 
tling for independence. 

like thousands of 
young, idealistic irishmen, 
her brother, Thomas Dug¬ 
gan, joined the 7th East 
Lancashire Division in 
1915 convinced he was help¬ 
ing to secure independ¬ 
ence for Ireland. He be¬ 
lieved that Britain would 
give Ireland its freedom at 
foe end of the war in 
thanks for its efforts. 

“He was a nationalist. 
We all were, and Tommy 
believed that if he joined 
up it would help Ireland 
break free of England". , 
Mrs Phelan. 95, said. 

But rebellion erupted 
across Ireland as its sons 
fought in Flanders. The 
Easter Rising of 1916 made 
heroes of foe rebels and 
traitors of the Irish sol¬ 
diers serving with the Brit¬ 
ish. Mr Duggan returned 
to his home in Kilkenny 
suffering from an eye inju¬ 
ry and was ordered to foe 
local English barracks to 
fight the rebels. 

He returned to Europe 
and was killed by sniper 
fire in November 1916, one 
of at least 35,000 Irish sol¬ 
diers to die. Mrs Phelan 
was delighted yesterday to 
see Pretiitent McAleese un¬ 
veil the Celtic tower in 
Flanders. “It is wonderful 
as it doses file chapter on a 
bleak past that started out 
full of hope and humanity 
but ended in pathos." 
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► n d U ra$* Chirac joins Queen to praise 
r; ey AP S Churchill, ‘spirit of Britain’ 








From Ben Macintyre in Paris 
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THE Queen was joined by 
President Chirac in Paris yes¬ 
terday in paying tribute to 
Churchill's wartime role. The 
' -i French leader praised him as 
foe embodiment of Britain’s 
. “fighting spirit" and a vital 

ally of France in her darkest 
^ hours. 

As the Queen unveiled a stat- 
ue of Sir Winston near foe 
Seine, she recalled in a mov- 

■ ‘mg speed) delivered altemate- 

T , ty in French and English the 
4 “four long, terrible years" of 
‘ T the First Worid War, as well 
as Churchill’s role in the "sec¬ 
ond great conflict that had 

■ ■ , tom the heart out of Europe”. 

The ceremony in the Avenue 
-_>r. Winston Churchill, off foe 
Champs-Etysees. commemo¬ 
rated foe alliance between Brit¬ 
ain and France in both wars. 
M Chirac recalled foaiexacj- 
. 1 ly 54 years ago the British 
Prime Minister, dad in foe 
greatcoat depicted in his stat- 
i ue, strode down the Champs- 
Etysfes with General de 
Gaulle, to the deafening 
• cheers of Parisiaiis newty liber¬ 
ated from the Nazis. 

"This homage is an oppor- 
- tuntity for foe French to ex¬ 
press our gratitude towards a 
man whose struggle is ‘denb- 

fied with the cause of liberty 

and human dignity, as well as 
£ the deep solidarity which 
w unites France and Great Brit¬ 
ain. then and now." he said. 
The audience included 
. scores of French and British 
dignitaries and mmtostj 
- the Churchill family. Ear 'e r 
/, in the day. SO years to the 

C minute after the war came to 


an end. Queen and President 
laid wreaths at foe Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier, one of 
135 million French soldiers 
killed in the war, in a solemn 
ceremony beneath Napoleon's 
Arc de Triomphe. 

Wearing the blue of corn¬ 
flowers, France’s equivalent of 
the poppy, the Queen laid a 
wreath of 400 silk poppies 
bearing the inscription: "In 
Memory of the Glorious 
Dead". 

General Maurice Bour¬ 
geois. at 101 years one of a 
handful of French veterans 
surviving from the first war, 
spoke a few words to foe 
Queen as she passed beneath 
the arch. He was 17 when he 
joined up, a month after war 
was declared, and 21 when he 
was wounded for a second 
time, in March 191S. and taken 
prisoner. 

The young soldier was in a 
German prison camp when 
the end of the war was de¬ 


clared “I remember the Armi¬ 
stice with great joy," he said. 
"But I saw so many fall. I lost 
half my friends in the Great 
War." 

The Queen spoke of the im¬ 
mense sacrifices and the "price 
of glory" as she recalled the 
56,000 British soldiers killed 
or wounded in foe bailie of the 
Somme and foe quarter of a 
million French and German 
soldiers who perished in the 
carnage at Verdun. 

The statue of Sir Winston, 
created by sculptor Jean Car- 
dot. was erected to match that 
of Genera] de Gaulle unveiled 
in London five years ago by 
Queen Elizabeth the Queen 
Mother. “We shall never sur¬ 
render” reads the inscription 
beneath the 10 ft bronze statue. 

The Queen said that Church¬ 
ill, her first Prime Minster, 
“who guided me with such wis¬ 
dom and humour through foe 
earliest years of my reign”, 
had had a sometimes difficult 



The Queen at the Paris commemoration yesterday 


relationship with General de 
Gaulle but would have been 
delighted with the honour be¬ 
stowed by France, a country 
he ‘loved all his life”. 

“With resonant voice, telling 
phrase and twinkling eye. he 
would have approved of this 
hommage to our history 
which meant so much to him," 
she said. 

Churchill is only the second 
Briton to be considered worthy 
of the honour of a Paris statue. 
The first was Edward VII, of 
whom a statue was erected in 
recognition of his efforts in 
building up Anglo-French un¬ 
derstanding at the beginning 
erf the century. 

Before hindi at the Elys£e 
Palace, the Queen and Presi¬ 
dent Chirac laid a wreath at 

the statue of George Clem- 
enceau, foe French hero of the 
Great War. as crowds 
watched a military parade 
that included First World War 
tanks, horse-drawn field artil¬ 
lery and five of foe 5JJ00 taxis 
that were requisitioned to 
drive troops to the front to face 
the German offensive on the 
Mame. 

Yesterday marked the last 
significant anniversary that 
will be attended by those who 
took part in the First World 
War. Emphasising foe ad¬ 
vanced age of those who re¬ 
member the conflict most 
acutely, the French Govern¬ 
ment announced that, just 
hours before yesterdays cere¬ 
monies, Aboulaye N'Daye, foe 
last surviving Senegalese veter¬ 
an of foe conflict died at his 
home at the age of 104. 












There r s - never been a better 
Pure Cod Liver Oil than new 
Seven Seas Extra High Strength. 

That's because it contains 
even more active ingredient 
Omega 3. This is the c 
special ingredient thatVrfjjjSjr 
helps to keep, your joints^yS 
supple and flexible, and your** 
body ready for action. 

In fact, new Extra High 
Strength Cod Liver Oil has been 


enriched to provide 400mg of 
natural Omega 3 nutrients - 
that’s 100% more than standard 
capsules of the same size. 
<nA So for one of the best 
possible ways to help 
isj®: maintain supple and 
flexible joints and all 
round good health, take new 
One-A-Day Extra High Strength 
from Seven Seas. It’s our best 
ever pure Cod Liver Oil. 


Stay Active. Stay Supple. Stay Healthy 
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Law lords are told that Callaghan and Heath might be at risk of prosecution abroad 


‘I feel 
like I’m 
trapped 
in a 
soap 
opera’ 


EXCLUSIVE 
INTERVIEW 
WITH MICK 
JAGGER 


ONLY 50p 


British leaders 


could share 


Pinochet fate 


LORO Callaghan of Cardiff 
and Sir Edward Heath could 
face arrest abroad in connec¬ 
tion with allegations of torture 
in Northern Ireland if the prin¬ 
ciple of immunity from prose¬ 
cution for heads of state were 
removed, five law lords were 
told yesterday. 

Clive Nicholls, QC. counsel 
for General Augusto Pinochet, 
argued that the principle of 
sovereign immunity was “cru¬ 
cial and essential*' and. if h 
were undermined, the conse¬ 
quences would be “horrific”. 

There would be nothing to 
prevent, for example, the ar¬ 
rest on his arrival in Britain of 
George Bush, the former 
American President, for the 
bombing of Iraq. Ronald Rea¬ 
gan for the actions of Ameri¬ 
can-backed right-wing rebel 
Contras in Nicaragua, or. if 
they travelled abroad, the two 
former British Prime Minis¬ 
ters for alleged acts of torture 
in Northern Ireland In the ear¬ 
ly Seventies. 

‘ Mr Nicholls was speaking 
on the fifth day of an appeal by 
the Crown Prosecution Service 
on behalf of Spain to the 
House of Lords against a 
H igh Court ruling that Gener- 


Lawyers for the 
former Chilean 


dictator say 
immunity is 
vital, reports 

Joanna Bale 


al Pinochet should not be extra¬ 
dited on allegations of kidnap, 
torture and murder commit¬ 
ted while he was in power, be¬ 
cause he was entitled to sover¬ 
eign immunity. 

He argued that the former 
Chilean dictator had “absolute 
immunity” under the State Im¬ 
munity Act 1978 and that to 
make exceptions to that rule 
would “defeat all the purposes 
of this legislation and the basis 
of his immunity". Such laws 
were necessary to “ensure the 
efficient performance of diplo¬ 
matic functions'’. . 

Mr Nicholls also said trial 
.possible prosecution abroad 
would unreasonably inhibit 
leaders in their use of power. 
“If he was. as head of state, in 


fear of future reprisals should 
he go abroad, he would be hin¬ 
dered in the proper exercise of 
his sovereign authority." he 
told the law lords. 

Citing the example of Baron¬ 
ess Thatcher’s conduct during 
the Falklands war, Mr Nichol¬ 
ls said she would have been 
prevented from properly fad¬ 
ing Britain by the prospect of 
extradition to Argentina. “She 
would, of course, be impeded 
— and so would any other 
head of state,” he added, dung 
Artide 29 of the 1961 Vienna 
Convention on Diplomatic Re¬ 
lations. 

Mr Nicholls also argued 
that asserting the validity of 
immunity would neither re¬ 
move the only available forum 
for trying the allegations 
against General Pinochet, nor 
send a message dial crimes 
agamst humanity would go un¬ 
punished. The Chilean courts 
were already examining alle¬ 
gations against General Pinoc¬ 
het, and an intemaOGnal.tribu- 
nal to examine the charges 
could also be convened.' 

Earlier. Clare Montgomery, 
QC for General Pinochet not¬ 
ed that an attempt to try Lady 
Thatcher for the alleged mur¬ 



Sir Edward and Lord C allag han are vulnerable on Ulster, and Baroness Thatcher over the Befgruno sinking, bdow 


der of 600 sailors drowned 
when a British submarine 
sank the Argentine cruiser Bel- 
grano in the Falklands conflict 
failed when Argentine judges 
said they had no jurisdiction 
to put hier on trial. “Denying 
immunity would engage a 
breach of international law 
and could permit a suit by 
Chile,” she said. 

Ms Montgomery also ar¬ 
gued that allegations of crimes 
against humanity, genocide 
and torture were all invalid in 
terms of international law, for 
various reasons. The allega¬ 
tion of genocide was invalid be¬ 
cause the Spanish claim was 
that the actions involved were 
politically motivated. The ac¬ 
cepted definition of genocide 
didnot cover the killing of po¬ 
litical opponents, she argued. 

. Similarly. General Pinochet 
could not be said to be guilty of 



crimes against humanity be¬ 
cause such crimes were associ¬ 
ated with armed conflict, or 
preparation for such a conflict, 
rather than a state of peace. 

In respect of the allegation 
of torture, she argued. Gener¬ 
al Pinochet could not be liable 
because the legislation which 
incorporated the international 
convention on torture into Eng¬ 
lish law. the Criminal Justice 
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KODAK 


Digital Camera 

■ p»cK 

■ 120 Image Memory. 

* 45mm colrur LCD xteon 

■ 29-58mm 400m lens. 

Model DC?TO. ZM. Wat f499.99 
faaa*aiMwL»iiw=fai arfiSad Ask (or details, 
t MONTHS mUBI FOB OPTION* 


SANYO MglalCnm 

■ 640,480 Pitch 

■ 120 Image Me mory 
WodtfVPCG 210 

Wat 


SONY Digital Camera 
Accords On 3.5' Disk. 

Model MVC4D71. 
UteCKK 12 MOUTHS 


SONYum. Camcorder 



■ 64» digital zoom and 16* optical 
soon. piS"Advanced Colour 
ICO. ■ High Samma 
.battery life uo to 12 ivy 

■ 0 2 enhanced lu* 
low light capability 
Model TRVJ5 
Wat £599 95 
9 MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE OPTION- 


CANON 8mm Camcorder 


■ 16* Optical Zoom. 
BProghm AH Mode*. 

■ Digital Picture Effect*. 

■ Remote control. 
Model UC 6000 

MnC399 99 

6 MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE OPTION* 


CURRYS PRICE 


HITACHI 

■ 32 iPcnerieom 

■ 08 Kit low light 
CjpatNhtv 

Model Hi 35BV _ 

Wa <34999 4 MONTHS BOIWST FKZ 



HITACHI t« 

*25‘1CD Sower, 

■ 16» optical mom and 
32* digital room 
Model VMEWE 
•9a, UU 99 9 MONTHS 




HITACHI SmmCamcorder 

■ I6» opted I room and 1 

J2» digital room _ 

■ IMi sound [JLlUr 

Model HUH £45 BUG] 

Wat 174999 12 MONTHS MITREST RttS C 



JVC VH« cjnander 
m 22» Oplnal Hyper n 

Zoom. ■ Easy VMS H 

Playback Model K, 

GRAXI80 WeQWT 


m 


Wa £V93i 6 MONTHS INTEREST NOE OPOOH* 


SHARP ten 

■ 16* 001*4! room and 

64, digital room 

■ 3'lCDSaeon 
Model VIE 610 
V»*t*79W SMOOTHS 


1449* 


SONY 


SONY » 

■ 7Z. digital coon and 

IBm rgAittl room. 

It ,W Aigorrf CoW LCD 
Model TWft _ 

Wa> 169999 11 MONTHS MimBT 


UW uMtw'NO 



SONY 

■ 72* Digital Zoom 

■ N tgfmhoc-Q Liu Liqht I 

■ Electronic Steady Hied 
Model TWO W*£5»95l 
IVa £5*999 9 MONTHS I 


SONY hmusi 

■ 72* digital mom and 

18, optical room 1 

■ Nqhhhot-OluiowBqK 

CNMbhlt NodrtTHVe I 

Wa, (79949 12 MONTHS! 


SONY DigitalCamsonfar 

■ 60. digital room and IS* opKjIrootn 
• Nghr Shot Mode « 3 5" LCD Screen 

■ Super Steady Shot 
Mead TRV 9 E- 
WnMUff 

**" CURKYS PRICE 


Was LtJJH 

1 2 MONTH S 

INTEREST 

FREE OPTION* 


PANASONIC 

(NgM Camcorder 

■ I0O* digital zoooV2D» optical zoom 

■ DV terminal 0 link) 

■ 2 5* LCD Monitor a Drgrca) aril 

EESrr* o'*"™ pr>ce 

12 Mounts 

INTEREST 

Etna option* 


PANASONIC 

Digital Camcorder 
■ 10* opted zoom | ■••STORE PRICE I 

’ and 10th digital I _fWP_ l 

laatn m JtT ICD CURRYS PRKX 
Monitor Mood B577 
WMCIS99 
12 MONTHS IMERBT 


► bumhj ;? kteset 

GH 

1EECTE! PPT0C5 
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ttMftrikMKtiMU'ti'fMCrtltttrffgm 



Has t mi re co ir e r pUn. p au i fi cfl ntf 

op to 5 years* free oert r ki ng. 


INSTANT CREDIT 

Ask about omrys Premier 

Advantage carries make the 

Oioaans ewaesslec 


ORDER DIRECT 
FREEPHONE 
0500304304 

For doBtstefi defivery InSHtnUiig 

d^rs or to OU43 8WI09 

to am -epotMan r rfryanvsptnsac; 


Parc of DSC Kemn Ltd. 


:MOTS 


=SMOPSS= 


NEXT DAY DELIVERY 
7 DAYS A WEEK 


<M*wfclenivaofRrotfKBwbaii«i 
putbsse before 4pm. 4 s bow daBWrvh 

pans of Northern kvtend and more 
remeoa pans of Scotland. tbu tan 
emu theose momins or aftennoa 
Odfrerr, or coke k borne now 
Asfcln-KDre for deans. 


LOWEST 
PRICES ON 
THE SPOT 


aiOwtdPWtlsaa^prsrs; 

dUabMdC 7 ilW 3 (>*^| 

0*126 axil) env.'jiaar 

Bp»ceuisr3S7 


nr-xt ucsTt-.i 
'i*f v;>r> 


aisemst tdOJS9 

N ■BHth ip a i mca d 
H1B Tool max* 

pjfjMtOHG 


19 fas Mm ten ad as 


_ __ ■ ■ i 6 gai Um*hMHrU- 

APR M 57 

PIT l\ Li t Jii kMBBil«DC* ■wTCWBten*. tarn* 


Find a lower prior for the same product 
and offer, complete, new, boxed and 
in stock in a local shop wfthat 7 days 
of purchase and we'R match rt_ 

WE'LL NEVER BE BEATEN 


„ AU SUPERSTORES OfTER EASY 
PARKING. LATE NIGHT SHOPPING AND 
SWPAT .QfBBNG. Btng 0990 508049 
to* detail* of your neami Km. 


Ad, only came into effect in 
September 19SS. That would 
exdude ail the torture allega¬ 
tions levelled by the Spanish 
save for one. Likewise, the Tak¬ 
ing of Hostages Act came into 
effect in November 1982. 

The House of Lords appeal 
is due to finish today and a rul¬ 
ing is expected next week. 

The formal request for Gen¬ 
eral Pinochet’s extradition ar¬ 


rived at the Home Office yes¬ 
terday from Madrid. A Home 
Office spokesman said that 
Jack Straw now had two 
weeks to examine the request 
and decide whether to issue an 
authority for the extradition 
process to proceed. 

The general is under police 
guard at a private clinic in 
North London, where he is re¬ 
covering from back surgery. 

The Swiss Ambassador yes¬ 
terday handed a formal re¬ 
quest to the Home Office for 
the extradition of General Pin- 
ocheiThe request, prepared 
last week, is based on an ar¬ 
rest warrant from Geneva ex¬ 
amining magistrates, who 
have started a criminal in¬ 
quiry into rhe detention, abduc¬ 
tion and murder of Alexi Jacca- 
rd. a Swiss and Chilean dual 
national who disappeared in 
Buenos Aires in 1997. 


Chileans ready 
for mercy plea 


By Nichoias Wood 


A TEAM of Chilean ministers 
was preparing last ntghf to fly 
to Britain next week to plead 
for clemency for General Au¬ 
gusta Pinochet if the law lords 
rule against him. 

The new move was dis¬ 
closed yesterday by sources at 
the Chilean Embassy in Lon¬ 
don as lawyers acting for the 
former military ruler urged 
the Lords to uphold the High 
Court’s decision to free him. 

It coincided with fresh 
warnings by pro-Pinochet pol¬ 
iticians that their country’s 
fragile transition to democra¬ 
cy would be seriously jeopard¬ 
ised if General Pinochet is ex¬ 
tradited to Spain. 

In another development un¬ 
derlining the gravity of the cri¬ 
sis in Chile, President Eduar¬ 
do Frei summoned a rare 
meeting of the National Secu¬ 
rity Council to review the 
former dictator’s arrest. 

The Chilean delegation to 
London would be led by Josfc 
Miguel insulza. the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs. It would 
be also likely to indude senior 
home and defence ministers 


and the heads of the Senate 
and Supreme Court. 

Jack Straw, the Home Secre¬ 
tary. could free the82-yearold 
General on compassionate 
grounds if the Lords grants 
Spain its extradition request 

Chile’s leaders believe that 
the interval between the Lords 
judgement and M r Straw’s de¬ 
cision is the time to apply max¬ 
imum political pressure for 
the general's release. 

Yesterday, at the Chilean 
Embassy. Angelica Cristi. vice 
chairman of the right-wing 
National Renovation party, 
warned that people in Chile 
Felt that its sovereignty was be¬ 
ing undermined. 

She said that the country 
was being “polarised" and the 
wider dangers were highlight¬ 
ed by the meeting of the securi¬ 
ty council, which has met only 
five times in the last decade. 

But she ruled out Chile 
breaking off diplomatic rela¬ 
tions with Britain and reject¬ 
ed suggestions that the crisis, 
which has hit trade between 
tlte two countries, could 
prompt a military coup. 



call 


0845 601 6161 


Macmillan Cancer Reliefs national cancel 
information line is a new service available 
for information on how to get help and 
support.fMonday-Friday. 9.30am-7.30prr 
Calls charged at local rate.) 
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Macniillan^^ 
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Emergency Clearance 

Mahogany “Lit Bateau” 






Quantity 180 for clearance 
Bordeaux bed 


• ■- . V' 


WF 


Now Only 


Why pay £l4dQ 




I 



Quantity 140 for clearance 

Toulouse bed 


Phone now for details 0171 631 3498 


Birmingham: 
0121 236 4880 

Leeds: 

0113 244 5655 


Bristol: 

0117 929 0773 

Manchester: 
0161 236 9008 


Cardiff: 

01222 666691 

Newcastle: 
0191 260 2422 


Edinburgh: 
01312211776 

Norwich: 
01603 664494 


Exeter: 

01392 276114 

Southampton: 
01703 634331 


The Wrought Iron Bed Factory, 25 Goodge Street, 
London W1 (off Tottenham Court Road) 

30 day money back guarantee 

Nationwide deliveries available 
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Bench is told to 
retry hunt man 
in drink case 


By Frances Gibr legal correspondent 


MAGISTRATES who failed to 
ban a hunt master For driving 
at almost twice the legal drink- 
drive limit have been ordered 
to hear the case again. 

Rodney Ellis. 57. joint mas¬ 
ter of the Tedworth Hunt in 
Wiltshire, escaped with a fine 
after claiming he had to drive 
his wife home from a hunt din¬ 
ner because she had hurt her 
leg in a fall from her horse ear¬ 
lier that day. 

Drink-drive campaigners 
branded the ruling "absolute¬ 
ly appalling" and called for an 
inquiry into the suitability of 
the magistrates in Devizes. 
The Court of Appeal, acting on 
an appeal from the Crown 


Prosecution Service, ordered 
the bench to rehear the case. 

The Lord Chancellor’s De¬ 
partment agreed that the deri¬ 
sion could be seen as a “seri¬ 
ous slap on the wrists" for the 
magistrates. Maria Cape, of 
the Campaign against Drink 
Driving, said it was “a victory 
for common sense". 

Ellis, a father of two. was 
stopped after midnight on 
March 23 as he drove his wife. 
Georgina, home to Burbage, 
near Marlborough. He told po¬ 
lice that she had fallen From 
her horse and badly bruised 
tendons in her leg. 

Sheila Edwards, for the pros¬ 
ecution. originally told Kennet 


CRASH JUDGE MAY RETURN TO SCHOOL 


Lady Justice Butler-Sloss, 64, faces being judged, in a class 
for errant drivers after she was involved in a crash. The 
judge has been offered two days erf jnstruchon in^Hamp¬ 
shire instead of going to court after she drove into the path 
of another car. Her passenger, Lisa Barwick, 25, a former 
nanny to her grandson. Sam, suffered facial injuries for 
which she is still receiving hospital treafmenLllie judge, 
who admitted careless driving to police, has 21 days to de¬ 
ride whether to go on the course, in which offenders spend 
a morning in dass before going out with an instructor to 
improve their driving skills. If she accepts, she will not be 
fined or have points put on her licence. 


magistrates: “The officers 
drove Ellis and his wife back 
to their house and helped Mrs 
Ellis up the stairs to bed. They 
then went back to the station 
to pick up an intovimeter. 
When they returned. Ellis re¬ 
fused to give a breath sample 
and was arrested.” 

When he was tested, it had 
shown 67 micrograms in 100 
millilitres of breath. The legal 
limit is 35. 

Andrew Jenkins, for Ellis, 
who admitted drink-driving, 
told the court that he had ac¬ 
companied his wife during a 
meeting of the hunt in Savem- 
ake Forest earlier that day. 
Mrs Ellis had fallen and been 
taken to hospital. She had 
been allowed home and had 
gone to the dinner. Later, Mrs 
Ellis had decided she wanted 
to go home and her husband, 
realising she was in pain, felt 
that he had to take her. 

The presiding magistrate. 
Lady Johnston, wife of Lieuten¬ 
ant-General Sir Maurice John¬ 
ston. the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Wiltshire, fined Ellis £450 
with £100 costs, but derided 
not to Iran him from driving. 
She said: “You had just cause 
in driving because this was a 
sufficient emergency.” 



r- 


Lieutenant London, below, is to be honoured for his bravery. Above: just after landing with his shattered canopy 



fpOUT OF TOUCH WITH THE LATEST TECHNOLOGY? 

GET CONNECTED WITH 
OUR WIDE RANGE 



Pre-pay mobile phones have no bills, no credit check and no 
minimum term contract To use the phone you simply buy 
airtime vouchers** to pay as you go. 


O vodafone 

PRE-PAY MOBILE PHONE 

• Up to 90 minutes talktime battery strength 

• Up to 18 hours standby time battery strength 

• 90 number memory, Model PAY AS YOU TALK 
TELTTAL PV129, was £79.99 previously £99.99 



INCLUDES FIRST £15 TOP UP** 

I £ 59 w 







A DECT phone (Digitally Enhanced Cordless 
Telecommunications) automatically searches from a range of 
120 channels to find the strongest channel and uses digital 
technology to ensue high quality interference-free reception. 


BT 




DIGITAL CORDLESS TELEPHONE 
Exceptional sound and speech quality 

• 120’ channels • Up to 300 metre outdoor range 

• Liquid Crystal Display #10 number memory 

• Paging facility • Last number redial 

Model DIVERSE 2010, was £129.99 previously £149.99 



ADDITIONAL 

HANDSETS 


•:vr 


AM up to 
5 addrtiofia) BT 
digital cordless 
handsets for orty| 
£8499 each- 
-no telephone 
sockets reqetod | 


S/WE 



one 2 one 


PRE-PAY DIGITAL 

MOBILE PHONE 

Up to 240 minutes 
talktime • Up to 60 
hours standby time 
D Up to 99 memories for 
storing frequently used numbers 
• Free voicemail service 
Model UP 2 YOU SIEMENS S6, was £99.99 

INCLUDES FIRST £10 AIRTIME VOUCHER" 


5o 79” 

'h wiBMi comfldel a RMintum of CM must bo 
mMed to yout account every 90 (dp.** 


PRE-PAY DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 

• Up to 250 minutes talktime • Up to 75 hours standby 
time • 90 number memory • Supports caller ID 

Model JUST TALK MOTOROLA MR201 

was £99.99 previously £119.99, £129.99 

INCLUDES FIRST 10 MINUTES TAUCHME** 

SA/E 


Southwestern Befl 


T&EPKONE ANSWBWG MACHINE 

• Lor nurtw <edel • Remote at* ass 

• CaS ititorcop! • TanefpOoo swftcftaUe 

• Wan mountable 

mom SAVE VOUCH** 

- £ 10.99 

s*. V _ 


t3 


£50 S 79 M 

VOUCHERS AVAILABLE FROM ONLY £5* 




TELEPHONE ANSWERING MACHINE 

• IOnumtwrnttm»Y 

• L*iu number rwtaJ 

• MamotadWy 

• Remote acooss 

• CM intercept 
Model RESPONSE 110 


M 



CORDLESS TELEPHONE 

• 4 ctmtel mMomaOc eetecaon 

• 10 lumber memory 

• Last nunte redial 

• Up to 250 met™ range 
Model FHH STYLE 

80 PLUS 



@ Southwestern Beff 

CORDLESS TELEPHONE WITH DKyiAL 
AKBWBFMQ MACHINE 

• B channel automatic selection 

• 10 rwnbet mommy • Day and t«no 
stamp • Last numbe* nedtai 

•JJS? SAVE 

OCC8SS A 

Model FFB95 C £ 

was E89 99 


e5 £ 84” 


Binatone 

MOdAL CORDLESS TELEPHONE 

• ExoapUonal sound and speech dually 

• TO nurrfeer memory • Last a nurtxr 
redril • Papng faculty 

• Uqud Crystal Dteptay 

save 

EUROTEL 1SCKJ u 

ew.99 .in £ 89*" 



PHILIPS 

DtOrtM. CORDLESS TELEPHONE WWTH 
DtCITM. AN8WETHNQ MACHINE 

• Exceptional sound and spooch quahiy 

• Up to 300 irwtre raw • 25 namo .rat 
number imiuv ■ Day & uma damp 

Modd XWJO 6600. was E199 99 

SAVE 

e31 768" 



EASYREACH TCXT RftGEO- 

r • 20 message capacity 
• 90 character messages • Built-In clock 
and Blsnn • Cioce of bleep aid norada 
Modal ALPHA, web £5499 
FREE PR CMgfl LEAGUE BfORWnON* 

7 w* 


TEXT PAGERS 



0VIStUC3f/ TEXT mOERB 


• 16 me s s a ge c apao tv • 100 ctnacter 
massagos • BuUl-n dock and aktrm 
Model MEMO CLASSIC, ms ES9S9 
FRS HEADLINE NEWS* 

FREE LOTTERY RESULTS* 

SAVE 

t 10 £ 49 * 



BT^ 

EASYHEACH TEXT MOER- 

• 63 nwrraogc capuclty 

• 90 dwnclcr mesMqoo • BackVI 2 inn 
dbptay • Time cemoad mossagus 

Model 7471, was C7099 

FREE PREMBI LEAGUE AND HEABUre 

MEWS tWORMATION# 

I ‘r 



The Comet Price 
Promise guarantees that ft you 
buy arty product from Comet, 

then within 14 days find the 

same offer on sale locally at 

a lower price, we'll wittingly 

refund the difference. PLUS 

10% OF THAT DIFFERENCE. 

Ask in store for full details. 



For local store details see Teletext' Ch4 p425 or phone free on 0500 425 425 or visit our web site at: www.comet.co.uk. 
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Award for Navy 
pilot who landed 
stricken fighter 


By Tim Jones 


A NAVY pilot who landed his 
crippled fighter plane on an 
aircraft carrier after being cov¬ 
ered in sharp pieces of his 
shattered canopy is to be 
awarded the Queen's Com¬ 
mendation for Brave Con¬ 
duct. 

Lieutenant Jak London, 39, 
was flying at 40.000ft over the 
Gulf of Aden when the cano¬ 
py of his Harrier disintegrat¬ 
ed- Confronted by huge de¬ 
compression and pressed into 
his seat by a 300mph air jet, 
he struggled to regain control 
of the fighter. 

With thousands of tiny 
shards of Perspex swirling 
around his cockpit becoming 
embedded in his flying suit 
and seat, he managed to send 
out a mayday warning to 
HMS Invincible, which was 
sailing thousands of feet be¬ 
neath him. 

Pieces of the broken canopy 
had entered the jet s twin en¬ 
gines, threatening to send the 
aircraft into freefaii. But in 
spite of shock and windhum 
to his eyes. Lieutenant Lon¬ 
don managed to bring the 
Harrier under control and 
land it 

The officer, who has been 
flying Harriers for 16 years, 
was on duty with S00 Squad¬ 
ron in January when the inci¬ 
dent happened. Yesterday he 
said: ‘liie first thing J knew 
there was an almighty explo¬ 
sion and there was dust every¬ 
where. There were pieces of 
Perspex flying around in the 
cockpit and crashing off my 
helmet and there was rapid de¬ 


compression. 1 knew I had to 
get the plane down and 1 
thought at first that just the 
seal had shattered 

‘Then I looked up and real¬ 
ised the whole thing had 
gone. 1 didn't realise at the 
time, but shards of Perspex 
had ricocheted into the engine 
and damaged it” 

The pilot who real name is 
Martin but who was nick¬ 
named Jak after the adven¬ 
ture writer Jack London, said 
that, after he landed, he was 
shown how dose he had come 
to being blinded. “There was 
a piece of Perspex which richo- 
cheted off the side of my hel¬ 
met and embedded itself in 
my seat an inch away from 
my head. If I was looking left 
instead of right it would have 
gone straight through my vi¬ 
sor at eye level.” 

Anthony Womer. a Naval 
Air Command spokesman, 
said: ‘The fact that be was 
able to recover the plane to the 
carrier was quite remarkable, 
but then he is a remarkable 
man and a great pilot. It is 
hard enough to recover a fully 
operational jet to a carrier let 
alone trying to do it with all 
the problems he had.” 

Lieutenant London is now 
stationed as RNAS Yeovilton. 
Somerset, where he is part of 
the Flying Standards FlighL 
which monitors other crews. 
His former commanding offic¬ 
er. Lieutenant Commander 
Dave Baddams.39, from Som¬ 
erset was awarded the MBE 
for his leadership of the 800 
Squadron in the Gulf. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Murder 

inquiry 

widens 


Police have questioned a doc¬ 
tor from Greater Manchester, 
charged with murdering four 
elderly women, about the 
deaths of two more patients. 
Among the charges against 
Harold Shipman, 52. who is 
on remand in Walton jail. Liv¬ 
erpool. is that he killed an 
81-ycar-old widow and altered 
her will. Other bodies arc to 
be exhumed this week. 

Lorry calamity 

A man in his 60s suffered leg 
injuries when a lorry crashed 
into the sitting room of his 
home in Birmingham as - he 
watched television. His part¬ 
ner was treated for shock after 
being flung from her bed in 
the room above. The driver 
had a broken arm and leg. 

New train delay 

Train passengers on the Lon¬ 
don. Tilbury and Southend 
line will have to put up with 
the old-fashioned slnm-door 
carriages until March 2002. 
the Office of Passenger Ruil 
Franchising said. They were 
to have been replaced b\ No¬ 
vember next year. 

Rugby accident 

A rugby plajer was on a life 
suppuri machine in hospital 
after an accident during a 
match triggered a heart at¬ 
tack. James Moran. 17. a pupil 
at Queen Elizabeth Grammar 
School in Wakefield. West 
Yorkshire, was elbowed in the 
neck he made a tackle. 


Hamsters 
shed light 
on feasting 
in the dark 

Bl Nltil-L l UWKRS 
SCIENCE EDITOR 

THE. average hamster on his 
wheel is going nowhere, fast. 
But in the great outdoors they 
can find their way about blind¬ 
fold. 

Swiss scientists have shown 
that hamsters use a form of 
dead reckoning, as employed 
b> sailors, to find their food. 
They compute their positions 
from knowing how fast they 
have lieen travelling, and for 
how long. 

Ariane Etienne, of the Ethol¬ 
ogy Laboratory at the Universi¬ 
ty of (ieneva. and colleagues 
tried to bewilder half a dozen 
golden hamsters by setting 
them a tricky navigational 
la.sk. Four identical grey cylin¬ 
ders. only one containing food, 
were set up inside an enclosed 
circular arena surrounded by 
plain white card. The test was 
to see if they uni Id find their 
wav hack to the cylinder con¬ 
taining food, in the light, if 
thc> were first led to a differ¬ 
ent position in the arena in the 
dark. In *>? per cent of die tri¬ 
als they could, and returned to 
their nest through a gap in the 
arena wall. When the experi¬ 
ment wj<; repeated in the 
dark, si,me hamsters were pui 
off. hui those that tried 
achcixed a dn per cent success 
rate. 

The results show jh 3 t the 
hamsters store a map in their 
heads ■>! the route between 
nest and food, and update it 
continuously us they move, 
oamputing the direction and 
utMamr in the goal. 
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Cathedral vestments celebrate such 
‘spiritual landmarks’ as Spaghetti 
Junction, reports Ruth Gledhill 


motorway 


llie Arc hde a c on of Aston, the Ven John Barton, models die “Spaghetti Junction'' stole 


BIRMINGHAM cathedral has 
acquired new vestments featur¬ 
ing local “spiritual landmarks" 
such as Spaghetti Junction, a 
Land Rover and the HP Sauoe 
factory. 

The stoles and altar fall, or 
frontal, which will be used for 
most of the year in the city cen¬ 
tre cathedral from January, 
are intended to bring God and 
the spiritual world mto closer 
contact with the secular, indus¬ 
trial surroundings of Birming¬ 
ham and the Black Country. 

Spaghetti Junction, the 
Land Rover. Smethwick water 
pumping station and other Bir¬ 
mingham landmarks have 
been painted on the vestments 
using medieval illumination 
techniques as used by monks 
on ancient manuscripts. Made 
by the designer Yvonne Bell, 
who works in a traditional, fig¬ 
urative style developed from 
studying ancient manuscripts 
such as the Winchester Bible 
stored near her Southampton 
home, they are handpainted 
on silk and sewn onto the 
wool-polyester vestments. 

“God is in Spaghetti Junc¬ 
tion,” said the Archdeacon of 
Aston, the Ven John Barton, a 
member of the cathedral chap¬ 
ter. which commissioned the 
vestments after being left a 
£ 12.000 legacy. **It is hoped 
that, when people see Spaghet¬ 
ti Junction on the stoles, they 
will pray for travellers.” 

The new stoles also depict 
the dock tower from Birming¬ 
ham’s jewellery quarter with a 
dock bee replaced by Birming¬ 
ham’s silver assay mark, the 
engineer James Wan and one 
of his beam engines used in 
the Cornish mining industry, 
Sandwell and Oldbury council 


The big bang that nobody noticed 


By Nigel HLawkes 
SCIENCE EDITOR 

A SPECTACULAR explosion most have 
lit up the night sky early in the 14th centu¬ 
ry. but nobody seems to have noticed it 
German astronomers at the Max 
Planck Institute for Extraterrestrial Phys¬ 
ics in Catching have found dear evi¬ 
dence of a huge supernova explosion in 
our galaxy which would have first ap¬ 
peared about 680 years ago. If they are 
right, it must have been so bright that it 


outshone every other star and planet in 
the sky. It may well have been the closest 
supernova explosion in h uman history. 

Superoovae are massive stars which ex¬ 
plode at the end of their lives, leaving a 
spreading doud of hot. glowing gas 
which persists for thousands of years. 
There are at least 200 such remnants in 
our galaxy, the Milky Way. Bernd 
Ascfaenbach suggests that the exploding 
star was too low on the horizon for the 
keenest astronomers of the day, the Chi¬ 
nese and Japanese, to have seen it He 


found the remnants of the supernova by 
detecting X-rays picked up by the US-Ger¬ 
man Rosat satellite. In Nature, he re¬ 
ports that the remains are very hot — 
30 million C — indicating the explosion 
happened comparatively recently. 

Anthony Aveni. a expert in eariy astron¬ 
omy from Colgate University in Hamil¬ 
ton, New York, suggested in New Scien¬ 
tist that medical texts may be a good 
place to look for a record of the event as 
some medieval cultures used astrology to 
cure disease. 
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e-busioess tools 


houses and churches from 
Poksworih and Coleshill. 

The altar fall shows one of 
the renowned Birmingham ca¬ 
nals, die new Symphony Half. 
Telecom Tower, the new Col- 
more Gate office building, the 
National Indoor Arena, the 
Cadbury* factory, the HP 
Sauoe factory and Birming¬ 
ham town haJL 

The green.“low season" vest¬ 
ments are one of five sets of 
new vestments designed by 
Mrs Bell for the cathedral. 
They will replace a set that is 
faded and beyond repair. 

The others, grey for lent, 
purple for Advent, red for Pen¬ 
tecost and white for Christmas 
and Easter, use more tradition¬ 
al imagery, with angelic fig¬ 
ures from the cathedral’s 
stained glass windows, 
crowns of thorns and flames 
representing the fire of the 
Holy Spirit. 

However, there is one other 
concession to modernity—the 
cathedral’s windows portray 
angels as white-skinned and 
light-haired, but on the vest¬ 
ments they are depicted as Afri- 



God is in Spaghetti Junction, says Canon Barton 


can, Asian, Arab and Oriental 
as well as European. 

Canon Barton, displaying 
the vestments at foe Christian 
Resources Exhibition at the 
NEC in Birmingham, said: 
"We wanted to depict what 
goes on in the diocese of Bir¬ 
mingham. If there is any sym¬ 
bol that people recognise and 
associate with Birmingham, it 
is Spaghetti Junction. It is 
much more beautiful on the 
stole than it is in reality.” 

This is because foe cars and 
lane markings have been re¬ 


moved from the junction. He 
conceded that some worship¬ 
pers might be surprised to see 
such images on cathedral vest¬ 
ments, which will be worn by 
the Provost, chaplain and 
three canons during services. 
“If they do not expect it it will 
do a good job by reminding 
them that there is no place 
where God is not.” 

He added: ‘There is a great 
desire on the pan of all of us to 
escape from reality in order to 
find God in a dimly lir build¬ 
ing where soft music plays 


and we can be separated from 
everything that really matters. 

“We do not wish to wake peo¬ 
ple out of a religious reverie, 
but we want them to bring into 
their devotions things that real¬ 
ly matter." 

He said the concept of using 
local features to illustrate bibli¬ 
cal themes had long been used 
by artists portraying sacred 
subjects. "The aim here is to of¬ 
fer God the secular landmarks 
and events of greater Birming¬ 
ham and to encourage prayer 
for the people associated with 
them who live in the diocese.” 

Mrs Bell. 47, a former hospi¬ 
tal technician who turned to 
design in middle age, said she 
began working with religious 
themes after friends at theolog¬ 
ical colleges asked her to make 
their ordination vestments. 
She is a committed Christian 
and attends an Anglican 
church in Southampton. 

She came up with foe Bir¬ 
mingham designs after a re¬ 
connaissance of foe area with 
a camera. The Land Rover 
was included after the cathe¬ 
dral chapter sent her a bro¬ 
chure featuring the latest mod¬ 
el and asked her to incorpo¬ 
rate it. “According to foe bro¬ 
chure, the Land Rover can 
dimb a 4£degree incline, so 
on the stole it is angled at 45 de¬ 
grees." she said. 



Written details available on request. Bardaycard 1234 Pavfllton Drive, BradtraWs Business Park, Northampton NN47SG. 






























Even the best schools 
are told to do better 


The latest target for Chris Woodhead 
is complacency. Schools thought to be 
'coasting’ face renewed inspections 


SCHOOLS producing some of 
the best results in the country 
could nevertheless be letting 
down their pupils. Chris 
Woodhead. the Chief Inspec¬ 
tor of Schools, said yesterday. 

Estelle Morris, the School 
Standards Minister. an¬ 
nounced with Mr Woodhead 
that “coasting" schools — 
those where “although pupils 
appear to be doing well, they 
could and should oe doing bet¬ 
ter" —would be particular tar¬ 
gets of a proposed new inspec¬ 
tion regime. "When we talk 
about raising standards, that 
has to be about every child 
reaching their potential." Ms 
Morris told a London briefing. 
"We want to see every child 
pushed to higher standards, 
no matter what their starting- 
point. There is no room for 
complacency, even amongst 
schools which appear to be get¬ 
ting quite reasonable results." 

Coasting schools — defined 
against the achievements of 
comparable ones — would 
face the follow-up inspections 
currently reserved for "fail¬ 
ing" schools, and the same re¬ 
quirement to produce a plan 
for improvement Mr Wood- 


head said that the tentative 
suggestion was that such 
schools could represent up to 
IS per cent of all schools, and 
acknowledged that they uould 
include highly regarded selec¬ 
tive schools. 

Ofsted is proposing a “light 
touch" inspection for those 
shown to be performing well. 
Having inspected every school 
in England once, Ofsted be¬ 


lieves that three In ten may not 
need further inspection in the 
same detail. Routine inspec¬ 
tions for all schools will now 
occur once every five or six 
years, instead of every four. 

For schools Judged to be per¬ 
forming well, these inspec¬ 
tions will be less detailed — 
while sufficiently rigorous to 
give parents full information. 
To qualify for “light touch" in¬ 


spections. schools would have 
to have top results, to have im¬ 
proved faster than the nation¬ 
al average and to have had ex¬ 
cellent previous reports. 

Mr Woodhead said that 
good schools “do not need the 
same external scrutiny, as 
weak schools. They have dem¬ 
onstrated they can manage 
their own destiny, and further 
checks ought to be as light as 
they can be.” Resources freed 
by the change — which will be 
piloted next year and would be 
implemented fully in 2000 — 
would be diverted towards 
coasting and weak schools. 

"Failing" schools, or those 
with serious weaknesses, 
would be inspected once every 
two years; those thought to 
merit a “light touch" would be 
subject to a full inspection 
within six months it found (o 
have serious problems. 

ft is also proposed chat 
schools receive less notice of 
visits — as little as four weeks, 
instead of the current two 
terms, it is hoped this will re¬ 
duce "stress" for teachers 
awaiting the visit, and result 
in less excessive preparation 
in schools. 


COMPLAINT OVER INSPECTOR IS UPHELD 


Ofsted has upheld a complainr by Christ Church Infants 
School, in Bristol, that a critical report by one of its 
inspector. Geoffrey Owen, was “fall of inaccuracies”, and 
has offered the school a new inspection by a different 
team. Several other schools have also complained about 
Mr Owen, accusing him of bullying. A source’at the 
National Union of Teachers said that teachers had been 
reduced to tears. Janita Hills, the head teacher of Christ 
Church, said yesterday: "I am very pleased with the 
response of Ofsted. They have listened carefully to the 
concerns we raised with them." 
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Music lessons 
are the key to 
better memory 

By Nigel Hawkes. sciencl editor 


CHILDREN who have music 
lessons before the age of 12 
have a better memory for 
words when they become 
adults, research in Hong 
Kong has shown. 

It is the latest evidence that 
studying music has benefits 
that go far beyond staves and 
semi-quavers. A higher IQ. a 
better grasp of mathematics, 
science and languages, better 
reasoning power and even a 
bigger brain have aiJ been re¬ 
ported by scientists looking at 
the effects of music. 

The latest research, carried 
out at the Chinese University 
of Hong Kong by Agnes Chan 
and colleagues, compared 30 
female students who had had 
music lessons with 30 who 
had not The only significant 
difference between the two 
groups was dim one had been 
taught music using Western 
instruments, and the other 
had not. Short-term memory 
for words and pictures was 
tested by their being asked to 
remember a list of lo words 
read to them and ten simple 
shapes shown to them. 

The team reports in .\aturv 
that the women with music 
training remembered signifi¬ 
cantly more words. After three 
repetitions of the list, they typi¬ 


cally remembered l-l of the 16 
words, compared with 12 for 
those without musical train¬ 
ing. There was no difference 
in visual memory. 

The result is plausible be¬ 
cause brain-imaging tech¬ 
niques have shown that the 
left temporal lobe is larger in 
musicians than in non-musi- 
dans. That area of the brain is 
also responsible for verbal 
memory, while visual memo¬ 
ry is controlled by the right 
temporal lobe. 

Dr Chan and her col¬ 
leagues, Yim-Chi Ho and 
Mei-Chun Cheung, say that 
as a way of improving memo¬ 
ry. music teaching may have 
advantages over’other tech¬ 
niques such as mnemonics. 

Las! Sunday. Gottfried 
Schlaug. of the Beth Deacon¬ 
ess Medical Centre in Boston, 
told the American Society for 
Neuroscience in Los Angeles 
that brain scans of 00 people 
showed that the cerebellum 
w;ls 5 per cent larger in the 
musicians. 

T he cerebellum is a part of 
the brain involved in move¬ 
ment and balance and i- used 
by musicians to interpret 
rhythm, two neuroscientists 
from the University of Texas 
told the same meeting. 
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Maestro Masur 
Quits America 


HOME NEWS 


: A 



AN, ! 

*/ 


* -®5 




#-.'•1*9 




■ 

vM 


"^^5, 

sic lessons 

the key t 0 

cr menioi)' 




■=■-■; •> - U T- 


. Ji- Lf-TS-. •“ 

4 •/.'-» 7- -- -_ 


-r- „■• 

•-U*: jk*A r-.-- 
•W . - t . 

— - Si 

- 5 i-p r\S ■ ■ " j 1". 

-i.'r-' • 

*V. 

• •><•; -„■ =» • • 


-.v,- 
iV- . 


,.M*f *0 " 


?# 


THE maestro of the New York 
Pbdtermonic has hSn 

Poached for London in a S 

tobM 1 " Hw. *5> 

Jp. been the music director in 
New York since 1991. will {*- 
SJ n ? p " nc, l^ 1 . conductor of 
London Philharmonic in 
£rtumn 2000. imtially on a 

Y^kS f ^? ntraa - His N ew 
ramracl “Ptres in 2002. 
me appointment will nro- 
wde an enormous boost to mo¬ 
rale. Tlie London Philharmon- 

Rpyaj Festi- 
yal Hall, enjoyed high success 
m tte 1970s and 

me direction of Georg Sold 
Bernard Haitink and Klaus 
Termstedt, but it has not had a 
principal conductor for more 
than two years. It went 
through a financial crisis in 
the mid-1990s and has stme- 
gled to match the high-flyirfg 
umdon Symphony Orchestra! 

Masur, a 71-year-old Ger¬ 
man who conducted his first 
concert at the age of 16. is 
among the top-ranked classi¬ 
cal musicians in the world. Pri- 
orto Ip appointment in New 
York, he spent 26 years as mu¬ 
sic director of the Leipzig Ge- 
wandhaus, one of Germany’s 
oldest orchestras. 

During that time he 
achieved fame of a different 
kind when he became a figure¬ 
head in the events of 1989. He 
threw open the doors of the 
concert hall to house Leipzig's 
first genuinely spontaneous po- 


London 


Appointment of 
new conductor 
to Philharmonic 
is sure to raise 
spirits, reports 
Dalya Alberge 


lihcal rally m 40 years and act¬ 
ed as honest broker in the 
handover of power. 

Asked subsequently to stand 
for president in the reunified 
Germany, he replied: “Am I so 
rad a conductor that 1 have to 
become a politician?" 

His appointment in 1991 to 
follow m the footsteps of Mahl¬ 
er. Toscanini and Bernstein in 
New York surprised the music 
world. But he was an instant 
success with the notoriously 
unruly orchestra, imposing an 
iron will and tough rehearsal 
discipline, and producing ae- I 
claimed interpretations of the 1 
map Austro-German sym¬ 
phonic repertoire. 

His arrival in London will 
go some way towards dissipat¬ 
ing the gloom that has 
plagued much of the capital's 
musical life in recent years. It 

also means that London — de¬ 
spite offering some of the 

smallest fees in the business— 

has managed to retain die loy¬ 


alty of many of the world’s 
most eminent conductors. 

Sir Colin Davis is music di¬ 
rector of the London Sympho- 
ny O rchestra, which also has 
strong links with Mstislav Ros¬ 
tropovich; Christoph von 
Dohndnyi, a much-respected 
German, is principal conduc¬ 
tor of the Philharmonia; and 
Bernard Haitink is still the mu¬ 
sic director of the Royal opera 
House. With the Italian fire¬ 
brand Daniele Gatti at the 
Royal Philharmonic, and the 
brilliant young Englishman 
Paul Daniel in charge at Eng¬ 
lish National Opera, London 
has arguably never enjoyed so 
rich a variety of musical inter¬ 
pretations. 

Masur said: "Yes, Londons 
musical life is in more of a tur¬ 
moil than New York’s or Leip¬ 
zig's. But 1 like the democratic 
spirit in London orchestras. I 
like their pride." 









London calling: Haitink, left, and von DohnAnyi 


Bathroom beats office 
for business ideas 


Eh- Robin Young 

BRITAIN'S creative minds 
get their best ideas m the bath, 
walking the dog or lying on 
the beach, it was revealed yes¬ 
terday. 

For a study entitled Innova¬ 
tion at tiut Top: Where do di¬ 
rectors get their ideas from?. 
Roffey Park Management In¬ 
stitute interviewed more than 
120 executives from compa¬ 


nies such as Virgin. Mazda. 
Joe Bloggs and the National 
Theatre, who said their best 
ideas often came while they 
were well away from work. 

The study said: “Ideas and 
insights tend to come to us 
away from work because this 
is the time when we allow our 
minds to drift and dream." 

It said businesses could ben¬ 
efit by encouraging an “out- 
of-work culture”. 
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Masur interview, page 41 Kurt Masur will take up his new post in autumn 


He said he liked the democratic spirit of London orchestras — “I like their pride" 
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Blair rules out 
‘trendy’ choice 
of Laureate 

There are limits to the Prime Minister’s zeal for the 
new, report Philip Webster and Mark Henderson 


THE Prime Minister has de¬ 
cided to stick with tradition 
over the appointment or the 
next Poet Laureate. As he set 
in train the lengthy procedure 
of consultation over the succes¬ 
sor to the late Ted Hughes. 
Tony Blair told friends that he 
had no intention of opting for 
a “trendy pop star". 

The disclosure that there are 
limits to Mr Blair’s zeal for 
modernisation may disap¬ 
point his colleague Mo Mow¬ 
lam. who has suggested that 
Sir Paul McCartney would be 
a suitable candidate. “It will 
be a poet.” a source close to the 
Prime Minister said. 

Mr Blair has asked for ad¬ 
vice from the Royal Society of 
Uterarure. the Royal Literary 
Fund, the Society of Authors. 
and the Arts Council about 
which candidate to recom¬ 
mend to die Queen. He has 
written to inform them that he 
intends to folltiw normal prac¬ 
tice. This does include consul¬ 
tation with the public, who 
will be encouraged to 
write in with paiposals. 
Although he is not en¬ 
couraging suggestions 
that the choice should 
be seen as the "people's 
poet - ', he would hope 
that he or she will write 
on subjects that will res¬ 
onate with the public. 

The Royal Society of 
Literature will give 
Downing Street a list of 
five names, and its Mo 


cuss a shortlisr. Michael Hol- 
royd. the chairman, said it 
was minded to suggest poets 
from different age groups and 
traditions to give the Prime 
Minister a wide choice. ’*We 
have listed two poets who are 
separated by a good 50 years 
in age. and several with vastly 
contrasting styles.” he said. 

He would nor be drawn on 
names, but said the society 
had not considered pop stars 
even before receiving Mr 
Blair's letter. Other unconven¬ 
tional figures such as the rap 
poet Benjamin Zephaniah and 
the comedian John Hegley 
had been discussed, however, 
along with more heavyweight 
contenders such as Andrew 
Motion, Wendy Cope, and 
Tony Harrison. 

After the death of John Be tie- 
man in |Q84. the RSL submit¬ 
ted four names to Downing 
Street for consideration: Philip 
Larkin, who was offered the 
post but turned it down; Hugh¬ 
es. who was selected in his 



five names, and its McCartney, suggested by Mo Mowlam: making 
council has met to dis- and Motion, more likely to succeed Hughes dations. 


place: Charles Causley. who 
won a Times poll of poets* 
choices for the post; and 
Stephen Spender. 

The Arts Council derision 
will be taken by its literature 
advisory panel, chaired by the 
director of literature, Gary 
McKeown. He is to draw up a 
shortlist of four or five names 
after taking soundings from re¬ 
gional arts boards. 

By contrast, his predecessor, 
the critic Charles Osborne, 
“took the derision about who 
to suggest myself,” after Betje¬ 
man's death, he said. “I 
thought it disastrous to have 
20 people agonising over it.” 

Mr Osborne made a single 
suggestion rather than putting 
forward a shortlist "My origi¬ 
nal recommendation was for 
Philip Larkin. I thought I had 
better first let him know, but 
he was appalled, and told me 
in no uncertain terms he 
would not accept Hughes was 
the second choice." 

The Society of Authors will 
be advising the Prime 
Minister on the ap¬ 
pointment of the Laure¬ 
ate for the first time: 
the management com¬ 
mittee will select a 
shortlist. 

The Royal Literary 
Fund’s chairman, the 
former Chief Inspector 
of Prisons. Sir Stephen 
Tumim, is ocpected to 
take a leading role in 
am; making its recommen- 
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““ Prehistoric 
giraffe stalks 
out of the 
sands of time 


By Dominic Kennedy 


The 20ft Sahara carving, up to 9,000 years old: “like finding Michelangelo's David " 


A 20ft GIRAFFE caned be¬ 
tween b.000 and 9.000 years 
ago in the sandstone of the Sa¬ 
hara is causing a sensation 
among archaeologists. 

Long known to the Tuareg 
tribesmen, its significance 
came to light only when it was 
seen during an expedition by 
the Frenchman Jean Clones, 
president of the International 
Comminee of Rock An. 

The giraffe, whose location 
in Niger is being kept secret to 
deter' looters, was photo¬ 
graphed by David Coulson. 
chairman of the Trust for Afri¬ 
can Rock An. The Louvre is 
said to be considering display¬ 
ing a cast of the prehistoric 
carving, which is slightly tall¬ 
er than life size. 

Mr Coulson said: "We were 
completely stunned by what 
we saw. We had climbed on to 
an outcrop about 300 yards 
long and 50ft high, all of it cov¬ 
ered in engravings. We looked 
down and there it was. 

"To us it was the rock art 
equivalent of stumbling on 
Michelangelo's David in the 
desen. and it is certainly equal 
to the finest an in the great pal¬ 
aeolithic caves of Europe." 

The giraffe had a spiritual 
significance for the vanished 
people of the Sahara. Mr Coul¬ 
son believe. He and a col¬ 
league. Alec Campbell, found¬ 
er of Botswana's National Mu¬ 
seum. have studied thousands 
of rock an paintings and en¬ 
gravings from all over Africa. 

Some archaeologists have 
suggested giraffes were once 
domesticated hut Mr Coulson 
disagrees. "We believe the gi¬ 
raffe was seen as a rain-bring- 
erhe said. “It was a cult ani¬ 


mal. so tall that it walked with 
its head in the clouds, which is 
how it is depicted in rock paint¬ 
ings in Algeria and South Afri¬ 
ca. By creating these images, 
maybe the artists fell they 
were tapping into the giraffe's 
mystic powers." 

The giraffe was carved with 
primitive stone chisels and 
hammers. The grooves were 
given a final polish, possibly 
with sand. The giraffe sur¬ 
vived because it was engraved 
on a natural buttress protected 
from the prevailing northeast¬ 
erly desert winds. The lack of 
rain helped. 

Mr Coulson will return in 
January to create casts of the 
giraffe for the Niger Govern¬ 
ment, the National Geograph¬ 
ic Society building in Washing¬ 
ton and possibly the Louvre. 
The sponsors are the Brad¬ 
shaw Foundation of Geneva 
and the National Geographic 
Society. 

Rock an in the Sahara has 
been vandalised by armed 
guerrillas using the carvings 
for target practice. In Moroc¬ 
co. looters have carried away 
truckloads of prehistoric paint¬ 
ings and engravings. 

“Sometimes you feel the 
whole of the Sahara is a muse¬ 
um of cultures and people who 
have just vanished imu the 
sand,” Mr Coulson said. “Un¬ 
til recently rock an was 
viewed as being little more 
than the graffiti left behind by 
primitive man. but unlike the 
kind of archaeology that in¬ 
volves digging up old bones, it 
can given you a glimpse into 
the minds of these vanished 
people and how they viewed 
their world.” 


2,000 more wind turbines likely in fight against global warming 


Fkom Nick Nutt all 
in Buenos Aires 

MANY more wind turbines will be 
erected in the countryside as part of 
Britain's effort to fight global warm¬ 
ing. Michael Meacher. the Environ¬ 
ment Minister, said yesterday. 

Industry experts estimate that 
about 2,000 more turbines will be 


needed under the Government’s 
pledge for renewable energy to de¬ 
liver 10 per cent of the country’s elec¬ 
tricity' needs. 

Mr Meacher. speaking at the Cli¬ 
mate Change Convention, said that 
renewable energy produced 2 per 
cent of Britain’s electricity needs. 
"If we are going to increase five¬ 
fold. and we are determined to 


reach this target, there is going to 
have to be a considerable increase 
in wind turbines.” he said. 

His comments are likely to shock 
countryside campaigners, who 
claim that turbines despoil the land¬ 
scape. Mr Meacher said he wanted 
to reassure objectors. ‘The expan¬ 
sion has to be tempered by careful 
planning to ensure visual intrusive¬ 


ness does not happen” he said. 
Dale Vince, director of the Renewa¬ 
ble Energy Company, based in 
Stroud, Gloucestershire, which 
erects wind farms, said that there 
were currently 700 wind turbines 
in Britain delivering 330m W of elec¬ 
tricity. but between 4.000mW and 
5.000mW was likely by 2010 to 
meet the Government s target. Mr 


Dale, also in Buenos Aires, said 
that modem turbines were more 
powerful, so only a funher 2,000 
machines were likely io be needed. 
He predicted that half of these 
would be offshore. 

The Government has signalled 
that it is ready to begin promoting 
offshore wind turbines next year. 
However, the prospecr of at least 


1.000 turbines on land is likely to be 
opposed by groups such as the 
Council for the Protection of Rural 
England. Their main objection is 
that turbines are often located in or 
near beauty spoLs such as Snowdon¬ 
ia and the Yorkshire moors. 

Mr Dale said that this conflict 
was partly the Government's fault. 
In Denmark, which has 4.000 tur¬ 


bines. developers were not forced 
into locations with die highest wind 
speeds. But he said that early Brit¬ 
ish wind developers had. under the 
terms of the Government's levy de¬ 
signed to encourage renewable en¬ 
ergy. been forced into more sensi¬ 
tive areas. 

Global warming, page 20 
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HOME NEWS 


Computer bobbies to 
take over from PCs 

Stotiongmay be replaced bv ‘hole-in-the-wall’ screens, writes Russell Jenkins 


POLICE in Greater Manches¬ 
ter are to test plans to replace 
some police stations with un- 
stefied computer kiosks that re¬ 
semble hole-in-the-wall bank 
machines. 

People anxious to report an 
emergency or speak to a police¬ 
man would use the touch 
screen to be put through by tel¬ 
ephone — and eventually by 
video link —to the nearest con¬ 
trol room. They would be able 
to ask the time or receive direc- 
hons electronically, at the 
touch of the screen. 

Senior officer are convinced 
that the machines, known as 
customer interaction points, or 
communications kiosks, will 
appear in every high street 
and wffi became as familiar as 
cashpoints or the old blue po¬ 
lice boxes. 

The "hole in the wall” pro¬ 
posals — which will be tested 
out in Salford as part of a plan 
to reduce the number of police 
stations—grew from a review 
of the Greater Manchester Po¬ 
lice force's property as part of 
a budget crisis. 

Supporters of tbe plan insist 
that the need to cut costs is 
only a means to force through 
an inevitable and welcome 
technological change which 
more adequately reflects 
changing police methods. 

Stuart Render, the force 
spokesman, said that most peo¬ 
ple reported crime, from bur¬ 
glaries to emergencies, over 
the telephone, and increasing¬ 
ly by mobile phone. They rare- 

Children 
given taste 
of danger 

By Victoria Fletcher 

CHILDREN are to be made 
to play on railway lines, stand 
in smoke-filled houses and 
shop in stores that sell only ex¬ 
plicit videos, cigarettes and al¬ 
cohol as part of a scheme to 
teach them safety. 

The locations are sets built 
inside a large warehouse on 
the outskirts of Bourne m o ut h 
as part of Britain’s first perma¬ 
nent safety centre. 

The 1 orally funded Street¬ 
wise Centre, which opens to¬ 
day, will give up to 15,000 chil¬ 
dren a year the chance to act 
out vital safety routines. Dan¬ 
gerous scenes t h at children 
will be asked to negotiate in- 
dude a furnished house that 
fills with harmless smoke, a 
dark alley with no escape 
routes, a beach, a park and a 
high street with a main road. 

Safety experts from Dorset 
Police, fire and ambulance 
services will take children 
through safety procedures. 
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ly needed to go to a police sta¬ 
tion. except to present docu¬ 
ments. 

The kiosks would release 
money for front-line officers in¬ 
stead of tying it up in property. 
The first machines could be in 
libraries, supermarkets or on 
the street, he said. 

“In the future in every high 
street there will probably be 
some land of hole-in-theWll 
police contact point where you 
will be able to make contact 
with a 24-hour control room or 
find out things about commu¬ 
nity safety and so on. That 
way technology gives us flexi- 


Girl, 9, lost fight 
to save friend 


by Helen Johnstone 

A GIRL of 10 drowned after be¬ 
ing sucked into a 12n storm 
drain flowing so fast that her 
friend could not pull her out 
an inquest was told yesterday. 

Naomi Sims was trapped 
under water in the River 
Gjyme at Woodstock. Oxford¬ 
shire, for 20 minutes and died 
in hospital. Aude Rutter. 9. 
was unable to save her. 

The inquest at Oxford beard 
how the pull of the overflow 
drain was so strong that even 
aduhs did not have the 
strength to free her. One of 
two firemen who pulled Nao¬ 
mi from the drain said the suc¬ 
tion was so great that he 
feared she would be sucked 
into the drain completely. 

Victoria Banbury, who was 
alerted by the screams of 
French-born Aude, told the in¬ 
quest: “I bent down and 
grabbed her around die ankle 
and pulled and pulled but she 
was wedged." 

The inquest heard that 
Woodstock Town Council had 



Naomi Sims, 10, was 
drowned in river 

improved safety measures at 
the drain after consulting the 
Environment Agency. 

However, the dead girl's 
mother. Bridget Hogg, 33, 
said she was taking legal ac¬ 
tion against the council She 
said: “If the sluice had been 
kept in working order this 
would never have happened.” 
Her solicitor said tbe gates 
had not been property main¬ 
tained since 1988. 
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movement 

drives us 


bitity and accessibility to im¬ 
prove our level of service and 
keep officers on the front line 
rather than having them man¬ 
ning police stations." 

The pilot scheme will be dis¬ 
cussed as part of the larger ra¬ 
tionalisation at a meeting of 
the Police Authority on Friday. 
Chief Superintendent Chns 
Wells. Divisional Commander 
in Salford, said: “None of the 
existing police stations will 
dose until replacement facili¬ 
ties have been installed. 

“The vast majority of people 
that access our service do not 
visit a police station, they use a 


telephone. We are looking to 
increase our effectiveness and 
these proposals together with 
new technology will take us in 
that direction." 

He said people will be able 
to access see town centre maps 
and get basic directions from 
the kiosks, as well as informa¬ 
tion on crime prevention, de¬ 
tails about area constables, 
missing persons, Crimestop- 
pers and witness support 

Senior officers acknowledge 
that their biggest p ro b lem wfll 
be persuading a sceptical pub¬ 
lic of its advantages. Barry 
Evans, the force’s director of in¬ 
formation technology, is 
aware of the need to “cany a 
myriad of people” along with 
him and that the machines 
must prove their worth. 

Karen Garrido, chairwom¬ 
an of the Boothstown police 
and community consultative 
group, based in Salford, is op¬ 
posed to tiie scheme. Booths- 
town police station is sched¬ 
uled to be closed down within 
twelve months. 

* She said: “I am totally 
against the closure. The people 
should be asked what they 
want and I don’t think they 
will want a little box or a hole 
in the wall instead.” 

A spokesman for Age Con¬ 
cern. which has offices in Ec- 
des, Salford, said: "We believe 
it would be quite daunting for 
an old person who does not 
have a telephone to leave their 
home and use one of these ma¬ 
chines.” 



Old style policing: children of die future, however, may have to ask a computer if they want to know the time 

Closure move is sign of the times 


By Stewart Tendler 
CRIME CORRESPONDENT 

HUNDREDS of police stations will be 
dosed or moved over the next ten years 
as other force s follow the example of 
Greater Manchester. 

Forces hard-pressed for cash are expect¬ 
ed to review policing patterns dating 
from Victorian times and sell off valuable 
inner-city sites from a property portfolio 
worth more than 12 billion. They wiD be 
replaced by trigger stations covering larg¬ 
er areas, or small new stations in areas of 
growing population. 

It is trend that will see many forces do¬ 
ing away with operational. 24-hour sta¬ 


tions on every high street. Senior officers 
argue that there are a handful of callers 
after 10pm and that, even during the day, 
many rails are for street directions. 

Most people contact the police by tele¬ 
phone and the spread of mobile phones 
will increase this. Commanders also 
point out that that their officers are now 
highly mobile and are deployed central¬ 
ly. rather than from individual stations^ 

Scotland Yard and a number of rural 
forces have already reduced the smaller, 
regular stations to limited opening hours 
and are dosing them for lunch. In Brick 
Lane in East London, the Yard has also 
opened a police “shop”, keeping commer¬ 
cial hours, to cover a large Bangladeshi 


community. In Dumfries and Galloway, 
one of the smaller Scottish forces, callers 
at stations that are dosed can pick up a 
telephone outside and talk directly to the 
main operations room. The force Is also 
one of a number that has mobile police 
stations that cal] at villages once a fort- 
night. 

The mobile stations spell tbe end of the 
traditional village policeman, just as the 
panda car and the personal radio sig¬ 
nalled the end of the bobby on the beat in 
towns. Police now acknowledge that 
putting officers in cars in the 1960s — af¬ 
ter experiments led by the Lancashire 
force—meant that they lost valuable con¬ 
tact with the public 
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Brown launches ‘battle for Britain’ 


T HE political battle for 
Britain has begun. Not 
the words of a Tory Eng¬ 
lish Nationalist, but of Gor¬ 
don Brown talking yesterday 
to The Times in his cavernous 
Treasury office. 

He has launched a high-pro¬ 
file counter-attack against the 
Scottish Nationalists which 
Tony Blair will reinforce later 
today when he travels north oF 
the border. At issue is not just 
the future of Scotland in the 
United Kingdom but also the 
position of England. 

Not content just with worry¬ 
ing about global financial tur¬ 
moil or the state of the British 
economy. Mr Brown has been 
thinking since the summer 
about how to move on the ar¬ 
gument over devolution. 

Ever since the Scottish refer¬ 
endum was won 13 months 
ago. Labour has been on die 
defensive against the SNP. Mr 
Brown believes it is necessary 
to charge the terms of the de¬ 
bate — to move away from just 
talking about institutions to 
looking instead at what unites 
Scotland and the test of the 
UK. to present what he repeat¬ 
edly refers to as "the case for 
Britain". 

Characteristically. Mr 
Brown has produced some 
pithy slogans, which we will 
hear many times: "The New 
Scotland in the New Britain. 
Scotland and England are 
stronger together and weaker 
apart. We are better off togeth¬ 
er and worse off split apart” 
For Mr Brown, it is possible 
to be proud of being Scottish. 
British and European, just as 
in the United States people are 
proud of being Texans and 
Americans. He offers a vision 
of a pluralist country that 


Hie Chancellor is a Scot 
but, he tells Peter Riddell, 
he is also determined to 
keep the Union intact 


“gains strength from celebrat¬ 
ing diversity, and not just 
Cram die imposition of uni¬ 
formity". He daims that this is 
an argument for foe union, 
“strengthening foe sense of 
bring British" 

He relates this to the broad¬ 
er programme of constitution¬ 
al change, not just devolution, 
but also other measures in¬ 
tended to strengthen ties be¬ 
tween the individual, commu- 


6 A country gains 
strength from 
celebrating 
diversity, not the 
imposition of 
uniformity 5 


nity and government such as 
the new Human Rights Act, 
freedom of information and re¬ 
vival of local government. It is 
all part of the transformation 
from Britain being “a country 
of subjects to being a country 
oftitizens”. 

Mr Brown quotes the case 
developed by Scottish intellec¬ 
tuals such as Tom Naim, who 
argue that the failure of the 
central British state is now the 


main argument for breaking 
the union apart. By contrast, 
the Chancellor maintains that 
the fundamental constitution¬ 
al changes in foe UK as a 
whole are helping to unite Brit¬ 
ain. 

He stresses the shared val¬ 
ues between Scotland and the 
rest of Britain—“openness, in¬ 
ternationalism, public service, 
fair play, soda! justice, sodai 
cohesion, democracy, toler¬ 
ance. and enterprise". He sees 
common institutions being 
matched by these shared val¬ 
ues. 

The Brown case is also in¬ 
tended to answer both the fa¬ 
mous cricket-test definition of 
Englishness offered by Nor¬ 
man Tebbir and those who pre¬ 
sented a “blind eye in the 
Stephen Lawrence case". 

The Chancellor will shortly 
be making a major speech 
south of the border to address 
the arguments about English 
nationalism which same Tory 
MP$ have recently been devel¬ 
oping. He wants to draw a di¬ 
viding line between the argu¬ 
ments over devolution legisla¬ 
tion and the future. 

The Scotland BUI which 
will become law next week, is 
for him an attempt to address 
grievances about a lack of dem¬ 
ocratic control and a threat to 
Scottish civic institutions, par¬ 
ticularly health and education, 
which had built up during the 



The Chancellor believes that Scottish grievances about political control from London have been addressed by setting up the new parliament 


Tory years when derisions 
were taken in London. 

But now, he argues, these 
grievances about the democrat¬ 
ic deficit have been addressed, 
and there is no case for separa¬ 
tion. In a pamphlet just pro¬ 
duced with Douglas Alexan¬ 


der MP. one of his protfegte, 
Mr Brown challenges the sepa¬ 
ratist case put by foe SNP. 

Artificial barriers would, he 
said, be created that would be 
an “unjustified and costly di¬ 
version" and would damage 
Scotland. He claims the SNP's 
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definition of Scottish citizen¬ 
ship would not only be narrow¬ 
er than Britain currently uses, 
bui would mean that children 
of Scots born outside Scotland 
would be denied Scottish citi¬ 
zenship and defined as foreign¬ 
ers. So the son of Sean Con¬ 
nery. the SNPV most famous 
backer, would not automatical¬ 
ly be entitled to Scottish citizen¬ 
ship. 

The SNP’s definition would. 
Mr Brawn daims. be more 
limited than the qualifications 
needed for representing Scot¬ 
land at either football or rug¬ 
by. 

T he nationalists would 
treat England as a for¬ 
eign country by creat¬ 
ing a department of external 
relations — in the process 
“wasting” money on the build¬ 
ing of consulates rather than 
on schools and hospitals as 
Scots want. Mr Brown re¬ 
soundingly argues that no citi¬ 
zen of Britain should ever be a 
foreigner in Britain. 

Echoing arguments that 
might be used about Britain's 
place in a wider Europe. Mr 
Brown rattles out a siring of 
economic statistics as he 
munches on some late morn¬ 
ing biscuits. 

Of Scotland’s top 50 private 
sector employers, only seven 
have a home base outside the 
UK and more than half are 
registered elsewhere in Britain. 
Moreover, some familiar Scot¬ 
tish names like Scottish and 
Newcastle. John Menzies. 


Standard Life and Scottish 
Amicable have a larger pres¬ 
ence in England than Scot¬ 
land. 

Half of Scotland’s trade is 
with England. So, he argues. 
Scotland’s economic future i? 
bound inextricably with Eng¬ 
land and it would be costly to 
create new barriers in the 
form of separate regulations 
and taxes. These would cost 
jobs and hamper investment. 
It is nonsense, he says, for Scot¬ 
land to cut all its ties with Eng- 


6 Scotland’s trade 
is inextricably 
bound with 
England. New 
barriers would 
be costly 9 

land and pretend it can deal, 
independently with Brussels 
within the European Union. 

Why. he wonders, has na¬ 
tionalism become an issue in 
an increasingly interdepend¬ 
ent global economy? Mr 
Brown sees the demand for 
separation as a desire for a ref¬ 
uge at a time of rapid change, 
and a retreat from such chang¬ 
es. 

But he argues that the pro¬ 
gressive response to globalisa¬ 
tion is not to look inwards or to 


cur Scotland off from the rest 
of Britain, but to look out¬ 
wards. The strong sense of 
British social cohesion would: 
he said, be threatened by sepa¬ 
ration. Rather, Scotland bene¬ 
fits from its links to England. 

Mr Brown and Mr Blair 
will argue that the “case for 
Britain" depends on how the 
Scots and the English build on 
the values which are share in 
common. 

In particular, Mr Brawn 
says, his Scots constituents 
want to be part of Britain-wide 
services, such as the NHS, the 
pooling of risks involved in so¬ 
cial security and pensions, and 
a tax system geared to ability 
to pay.' 

Mr Brown argues that in 
foe allocation of public expend¬ 
iture, it is a long established 
principle that all areas of the 
UK are entitled to broadly the 
same level of public services 
which should be allocated ac¬ 
cording to their relative needs. 
Given that principle, he 
sounds less convincing when 
he is trying to defend the divid¬ 
ing line between those activi¬ 
ties which will be devolved to 
the new Edinburgh Parlia¬ 
ment, like health, education 
and the environment, and 
those kept at Westminster, like 
defence, taxes, social security’ 
and abortion. 

But Mr Brown leaves no 
doubt that, as a Scot, he is de¬ 
termined that his homeland 
should remain within the UK 
and that he will himself re¬ 
main a British politician. 
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Gordon Brown with Sean Connery, the SNFs most famous backer, in fife 

Blair extends Lib Dems 
Cabinet committee role 


By Philip Webster, political editor 


TONY BLAIR and Paddy 
Ashdown announced last 
night that they are to extend 
co-operation between ihcir 
parties in a new attempt to 
challenge “destructive tribal¬ 
ism" in British politics. 

Labour and Liberal Demo¬ 
crat leaden will sit down to¬ 
gether to discuss areas such as 
Europe and could move on to 
other controversial policies 
such as welfare reform, educa¬ 
tion and health. 

The move seemed likely last 
night lo land Mr Ashdown in 
trouble with party activists 
who feel he has become too 
dose to Mr Blair. They re¬ 
main disappointed that he 
has failed to secure from La¬ 
bour a firm promise that there 
will be a referendum on pro¬ 
portional representation be¬ 
fore the next election. 

Mr Ashdown was reported 
to be delighted at foe move 
which he believes will give his 
party greater influence over a 
wider range of issues. Mr 


Blair confirmed in a Com¬ 
mons written reply last night 
that (he referendum, though a 
manifesto promise, might'not 
be held before an election. 

He said that if it proved im¬ 
possible to hold the referen¬ 
dum before foe election for 
practical reasons, it should be 
held at the earliest appropri¬ 
ate moment 

Mr Blair's spokesman de¬ 
nied that the announcement 
of greater co-operation was a 
sop to Mr Ashdmvn for his 
failure to win the referendum 
pledge. 

The two leaders said in a 
statement that the work of the 
joint Cabinet committee 
would be reviewed and wid¬ 
ened. The review will be con¬ 
ducted by Alan Beith. the dep¬ 
uty Liberal Democrat leader, 
and Jack Cunningham, ihe 
Cabinet Office minister. 

In an attempt to placate lib¬ 
era! Democrat rebels, the state¬ 
ment underlined that ihev 
would remain ' two suvereien 


and independent parties w< 
ing together where we af 
and opposing each ot 
where we do not. Our par 
will continue to offer diffei 
choices to the British peopl 

It added: “We are confid 
this step forward can dee] 
co-operation and result in v 
ening support for Ihe kint 
progressive change which 
wish to see and to which 
believe the British people 
strongly committed.” 

M r Blair was said to reg; 
the dose links between 
two parties as beneficial an 
wav of showing people t 
there could be a "mod 
gro\yn-up politics" in Brita 

His spokesman added t 
there was no question of 
Ashdown being given a g 
cmmcnl position. 

The latest move in co-ope 
tion between the pan 
comes after six meetings 
the existing Cabinet coirir 
ice. dealing chiefly with con 
tutional reform. 
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Fanners demand 
aid from Blair 
over cash crisis 


FARMERS’ leaders from 
around Britain met the Prime 
Minister yesterday to seek 
emergency aid to counter the 

v ^ rst ., cr j£ i , s ® agriculture 
since the 1930s. 

The delegation, which met 
Mr Blair in the House of Com¬ 
mons yesterday evening, was 
tel by Ben Gill. President of 
the National Farmers’ Union 
of England and Wales. 

Nick Brown, the Agricul¬ 
ture Minister, Mo Mowlam. 
Secretary of State for North¬ 
ern Ireland, and her counter¬ 
parts from the Welsh and Scot¬ 
tish Offices were also present 

"It was essential for us to 
have this opportunity to ex¬ 
press to the Prime Minister 
the severe problems being ex¬ 
perienced right across the agri¬ 
culture industry". Mr Gill 
said. 

“We stressed our need for 
the Government’s support and 
commitment in the industry’s 
hour of need, and gave the 
Prime Minister first-hand 
graphic accounts of what is 
happening on the ground in 
the farming community and 
the knock-on effects through¬ 
out the rural economy." 

The delegation urged the 
Prime Minister to take advan¬ 
tage of EU aid. worth up to 
£48 million to beef producers 
and £80 million to cereal pro¬ 
ducers, that is available to off¬ 
set the strength of sterling. 

The difficulty for the Govern¬ 
ment is that some 70 per cent 
of this money, although nomi¬ 
nally a grant, would end up be¬ 
ing paid for by the Treasury 
through Britain’s contribu¬ 
tions to the EU budget 

Cattle farmers told Mr Blair 
that they were also worried by 
the imminent withdrawal of a 
payment of about £79 an ani¬ 
mal, which they now receive to 
kill calves soon after birth and 
remove them from the food 
chain. Without this subsidy.* 


Prime Minister 
urged to take 
up EU grants 
worth £130m. 
writes Michael 
Hornsby 

unsaleable amounts of beef 
would accumulate on the do¬ 
mestic market because of the 
closure of export markets, forc¬ 
ing down cattle prices still fur¬ 
ther. 

Before the export of beef was 

banned by the EU two and a 
half years ago, Britain was ex¬ 
porting up to 500.000 calves a 
year to the Continent to be 
reared as veal. 

The current slump in agri¬ 
culture began in March 1996. 
after the disclosure that “mad 
cow" disease had probably 
passed to human beings in the 
form of a new strain of the in¬ 
curable brain illness, Creut- 
zfeldt-Jakob disease (CJDJ. 
This led to the beef ban and im¬ 
mediate problems for cattle 
fanners, although these were 
offset initially by generous gov¬ 
ernment aid. 

Since then, the crisis has 
spread to almost every farm¬ 
ing sector, with the exception 
of potatoes, which are doing 
well because poor weather has 
reduced the sire of the crop, 
creating a shortage that has 
pushed up prices. 

A report by the accountants 
Deloitte and Touche in Octo¬ 
ber estimated that form profits 
had fallen by 66 per cent over 
the last two years and that a 
quarter of farms were now run¬ 
ning at a loss. 

Figures to be released later 
this month are expected to 
show that total farm income 


SHEEP DIP VICTIMS NEGLECTED 


VICTIMS 4**sopmg. py 

organophosphatesinsheep 
. cUpare persistency neglect¬ 
ed by doctors 

belrcve they ,are ill anid fail 
fo.&tafTtbeir symptoms 
pn^xoly. aoponfing soared 
port yesterday. PatieBts ex- 
posteT ter the chemicals — 
usually fanners — often de¬ 
velop severe sywiptomslo- 
rindi ng lim^iflik- 

depression ataJ .sirifitiiil 

though ts.tratareroatinefy^ 
let down byGEs, hospitals. 
andheaIthauthQrilies,the 

iege ofpiiyskians and Hie'' 
Royal College of Psychia¬ 
trists found.. t'f: >>„ 

: John - NeWsam-Davis, 
professor ofifeurology at 
Oxford - 'University- and 
chairman, of- the - woridng. 
party. Sa«L'“Ttesymptdnis 
are unquestionably gem* 
me. Sadly in many cases 
the NHS has' not always 
provided the care and con- 
cern patients are looking 
for." : ~ 

OPs are used in a wide 
range of pesticides, includ¬ 
ing the most commo n varie- : 
ty of sheep dtp, and experts 
believe that prolonged or in¬ 
tense exposure can cause se- 
rious physical symptoms. 
The Pesticides Exposure 
Group of Sufferers said 
there were at least 12J100 pa¬ 
tients with OP-related con¬ 
ditions in Britain, of whom 
at least 800 had been ex¬ 
posed to sheep dip. 

The suicide of late La- 


. hour MP Gordon McMas- 
ter — a keen gardener who 
Tiadbeen suffering from de- 
•• pressum—hasbeerilinkoi 
L -'t6his regular contact with 

- OP pesticides. Gulf War 
;> syndrome,which has sim* 

4ar symptoms, may also be 
caused by'OPs. 

,: Scientists have, however. 
:been unable to find a causal 
?link between OPs and medi¬ 
cal conditions, and the re- 

- port commissioned by the 
. Department of Health, did 
’not consider the issue. “Pa- 
. /"dents may make a strong 
1 ‘ raireal link, but we canno t 
-- say. there is causation for 

sure,” Professor Newsom- 
Davissaid. 

Enfys Chapman, co-ordi¬ 
nator of PEGS, said find¬ 
ing an explicit causal link 
v was less important that ree- 
ignition from doctors that 
there was a real medical 
problem. “People feel they 
/are knocking their heads 
■? against a brick wall, and 
thathas to stop." she said. 

The report recommended 
that GPS treat sufferers 
with sympathy and aware- 

- ness ofthe possible dangers 
of OPs. It suggests national 
resource centres ro offer doc- 

- tors advice on the condi¬ 
tion. and that GPs take a 

’ practical and uniform ap¬ 
proach to treating symp¬ 
toms. The Chief Medical Of¬ 
ficer, Professor JLiam Don¬ 
aldson. said: “The working 
party’s recommendations 
will be studied carefully." 


Tory peers renew 
Euro poll battle 

BY JAMES LAN DALE. POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 

The Government has warned 
that if agreement is not 
reached soon, the Bill introduc¬ 
ing PR could die. throwing 
next summer’s poll into chaos. 
The parties, who have already 
chosen their candidates for the 
PR system , would have to start 
again if first-past-the-post was 
retained. The Bill would die if 
the Commons refused to offer 
another compromise amend¬ 
ment It could also die if agree¬ 
ment is not reached by the end 
of next week when Parliament 
prorogues. 

William Hague yesterday ac¬ 
cused Tony Blair in the Com¬ 
mons of wanting to restrict vot¬ 
er choice by giving power to 
party stooges to fix their parly 

The Tory leader told the 
prime Minister. "In ihe Euro¬ 
pean elections next year shoiti- 
dnt people be able to vote for 
the candidate of their choia, 
for a party list 
them no such 


r of Lords will- 
mt the Govem- 
when Tory peers 
:r attempt to ex¬ 
oice in next year's 
rtions. TT»eir two 
rmpts have been 
n the House of 

nment insists on 
sr system under 
mi of proportion- 
ation — voters 
nine how many 
wins, but the par- 
fjs would decide 
foals actually be- 
The Tories want 
atwgh which vot¬ 
er the candidates. 

umed the Lords 

ndmenionTues- 
it the European 
y Elections Bill 
small concession, 

view the election 
jter next sum- 

unlikely to be 
n over the Loros. 


dropped to around £700 mil¬ 
lion this year, compared with 
just over £4 billion two years 
ago. 

Formers' woes are blamed 
mainly on the strength of the 
pound, which makes Britain's 
agricultural exports more ex¬ 
pensive, while greatly increas¬ 
ing competition from imports 
and reducing the sterling val¬ 
ue of EU farm subsidies. 

The sterling factor has been 
compounded by gluts of cere¬ 
als, lamb, pork and beef on 
world markets, owing in part 
to the economic turmoil in Rus¬ 
sia and the Far East. 

Last year Russia. Japan and 
South Korea between them 
bought two thirds of the Ell's 
pigmeat exports. Those mar¬ 
kets have now collapsed, as 
has demand for sheep hides 
from Turkish tanners who pro¬ 
vided the Russians with sheep¬ 
skin coats. When the Russian 
trade stopped, hide prices 
slumped from £S to £10 each to 
virtually nothing. 



Ben Gill, president of the National Farmers' Union, opposite Tony Blair at yesterday's meeting in the Commons 

Leaders are brought down to earth 


MANY prominent farmers were among 
the delegation, including: 

□ Ben Gill, president of the National 
Fanners’ Union: aged 48. runs Home 
Farm, a 360-acre arable and livestock 
farm near Easingwold, North Yorkshire. 
“Two years ago 1 was harvesting 3.4 
tonnes of cereals an acre which sold for 
£110 a tonne", he said. “This year / was 
down to 2.65 tonnes at £70 to £75." 


□ Hugh Richards, Welsh chairman of 
the National Farmers’ Union: aged 55, 
rims the 200-acre Hengoed Fawr Farm 
near Llanelli, in Carmarthenshire. Has 
seen the price of his milk drop by 2S per 
cent and that of beef cattle and sheep by 
35 per cent and 46 per cent respectively. 
"We just broke even in 1997. but this year 
we are making a loss”, he said. 

□ George Lyon, president of the Nation¬ 


al Farmers’ Union of Scotland: aged 42, 
runs Kildavannan Farm on the Island of 
Bute. “We are giving away old ewes for 
£3 or £4 a head." he said. “Three years 
ago they would have fetched £30." 

□ Will Taylor, president of the Ulster 
Farmers’ Union: aged 53. runs the 200-a¬ 
cre Glastry Farm on the Ards peninsula 
in Co Down. “We are just about breaking 
even", Cynthia. Mr Taylor’s wife said. 


Lords’ call 
for medical 
cannabis 
rejected 

By James Undale 
POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 

THE Government yesterday 
rejected fresh demands for the 
immediate legalisation of can¬ 
nabis for medical purposes. 

But ministers gave a small 
ray of hope to sufferers by indi¬ 
cating that doctors might be al¬ 
lowed to prescribe the drag af¬ 
ter extensive clinical trials. 

George Howanh. the Home 
Office Minister, ruled out a 
call from the House of Lords 
Science and Technology Com¬ 
mittee for declare to prescribe 
cannabis now. The peers said 
thousands of people suffering 
muscle spasms and terminal 
cancer could benefit from the 
drug’s painkilling properties. 

Mr Howanh said: “It would 
be irresponsible to say it’s OK 
to use it but there is no scientif¬ 
ic evidence it will work." 

While the Government’s po¬ 
sition angered patients’ 
groups and some politicians, 
the British Medical Associa¬ 
tion approved, saying that 
said making cannabis availa¬ 
ble on prescription could delay 
development of more effective 
drugs. 


rather than 
which leaves 
choice?” 
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Coward was unfit to 
serve in 1914-18 war 


NOEL COWARD, who por¬ 
trayed a naval commander in 
tlie Second World War propa¬ 
ganda film In Which We 
Serve, lasted just 158 days in 
the Army during the 1914-1918 
conflict, according to official 
records published yesterday. 

The actor turned play¬ 
wright, whose later public per¬ 
sona was one of supreme confi¬ 
dence, was discharged from 
the 28 (Artists) Battalion Lon¬ 
don Regiment after spending 
eight weeks in a training camp 
and then reporting sick. 

Coward, who was 18 when 
called up for military service 
in March 1918. was discharged 
after complaining of being un¬ 
able to stand noise and appear¬ 
ing nervous and pale in front 
of a member of the Royal 
Army Medical Corps, accord¬ 
ing to documents released at 
the Public Record Office in 
Kew, south west London. The 
record described his condition 
in August 1918 as: “Looks pale, 
shaky ande nervy. Cannot 
stand any noises and com¬ 
plains of constant headaches. 
Tremors of both hands plus su¬ 
perficial reflexes. Mental - 
emotional and unstable. Fami¬ 
ly history bad.” 

The report comments that 
the date of the disability is un- 


Film ‘commander* was discharged 
after complaining that he could not 
stand noise, reports Richard Ford 


known and suggests he was 
suffering from it before he 
joined the service. 

Coward had apparently told 
officers that when he was nine 
years old he had been knocked 
down by a bicycle and con¬ 
cussed and since then had suf¬ 
fered from headaches, vertigo 
and nervous debility, the 
record states. He had been ad¬ 
mitted to hospital at Colches¬ 
ter just eight weeks after arriv¬ 
ing at a training camp. 

The medical board said the 
Coward, then an actor, was 
suffering from an hereditary 
condition and that his disabili¬ 
ty was permanent He was 
awarded a payment of 8s 3d 
(41p) to be paid for 13 weeks, 
and he even received a Silver 
War Bad°e. 

Coward went on to achieve 
world wide fame as the author 
of Blithe Spirit. Private Lives 
and The Vortex and was a 
friend of leading members of 
the Royal Family including 
the Queen Mother. Earl 
Mountbatten of Burma and 


Princess Marina, the late 
Duchess of Kent Coward's pa¬ 
pers are among 750.000 relat¬ 
ing to servicemen stored at the 
Public Record Office which 
has been awarded funding 
from the Heritage Lottery 
fund to film burnt and dam¬ 
aged records of some 4 million 
soldiers who fought in the 
First World War. 

Among other records re¬ 
leased yesterday were the dis¬ 
charge papers of the artist 
Stanley Spencer, who joined 
up in July 1915 and was dis¬ 
charged from active service in 
1919 after suffering from ma¬ 
laria contracted in Salonika in 
1916. 

Unlike Coward, however. 
Spencer, who had been exam¬ 
ined and found to be suffering 
from malaria, was not consid¬ 
ered unfit for military service. 
Instead he was transferred to 
the reserve. 

Two veterans of the First 
World War were at the Public 
Record Office as their files 
were published. Albert “Smfl- 


er” Marshal}, aged 101, re¬ 
called the final hours before 
the Armistice. “We were pass¬ 
ing ten. twenty and fifty Ger¬ 
man soldiers throwing their ri¬ 
fles away. 

“ The order came from our 
officer that no more prisoners, 
were to be taken. He came and 
told us that night that the war 
was over and an armistice 
would be signed the next morn¬ 
ing”, Mr Marshall, from Ash- 
stead, in Surrey said. 

Mr Marshall, who joined 
the Essex Yeomanry, said he 
had never known such annoy¬ 
ance among his comrades. “I 
never heard so much swearing 
and grumbling in my life from 
the soldiers who had got the 
Germans on the run and want¬ 
ed to get to Berlin”. 

The War Diary of his senior 
officer recorded: “Battalion 
HQ closed at 7am. Hostilities 
cease at 11.00 hours today and 
all troops were ordered to 
stand fast on the line then 
held. Armistice between Allies 
and Germans was signed at 
II.00 hours." 

Two days later, he recalled 
in his diary that there had 
been a “genera! appearance pa¬ 
rade at 9.00 hours and a gener¬ 
al cleaning of equipment. Foot¬ 
ball games in afternoon.” 
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Noel Coward as a naval commander in the wartime fifrn In Which We Serve 
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Renewing your car 
insurance? 

Call Kwik-Fit Insurance 
Services on 

0345417270 

Linn open 7 days 8am to 10pm 




Kwik Fif 


BRAKE • SAFE 


OFFERS YOU: 






m 




BRAKE PADS AND SHOES AT KWIK-FIT PRICES 


Just drive In and ask for a FREE 
Brahe "Safe inspection. 


BRAKE • SAFE 


YET ANOTHER GOOD REASON 
FOR STOPPING AT KWIK-FIT 


Make/Model 

Fiesta Mk2 
Escort Mk3. 4 


Cavalier Mk2 
VWFolo 


Mondeo 


Front Pads 
From _ 

£19.95 

£24.95 

£25.95 

£25.95 

£29.99 

£39.99 


ftear Shoes 
From _ 

£29^95 

£34,95 

£34,95 

£39,99 

£39.99 


ALL BRAKE WORK IS COVERED 
BY KW1K-FTTS UNIQUE 

BRAKE • SAFE 

LIFETIME 

GUARANTEE 

When Kwik-Ftt replace your brake pads or 
shoes, they ate guaranteed against accidental 
dam^je, defects and yes. even wear, for as 
long as you own your car. 


We service millions of 
cars every year and all 
Kwik-Fit people aim to 
provide our customers 
with the highest standards 
of service at all times. 

If you have any 
suggestions as to how 
we could improve our 
service, please speak to 
your local Kwik-Fit 
Manager, or write to me 
at Kwik-Fit, 

17 Corstorphine Road, 
Edinburgh EH 12 6DD and 
you can be sure that we 
will follow up your 
comments immediately. 

U SIR TON FARMER CB€ 

Chairman 


Tyres • Exhausts • Brakes • Batteries * Child Safety Seats • Engine oil changes • Shock Absorbers * 


Open 7 days' 

Monday to Friday 8am-8pm, 
Saturday 8am-5pm, 

Sunday 9am -5pm 


Please call free 

direct to your local Kwik-Fit centre on 

0800222 ill 




Kwik-Fit iii\ 

You can’t get better than a Kwik-Fit fitter I 
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No more 
‘outing’, 
says Sun 

By Carol Midgley 

THE Sun announced yester¬ 
day that it had changed its pol¬ 
icy on disclosing that certain 
people were homosexual and 
would only do so if it was 
striafy in die public interest 
David Yelland. the Editor, 
said die newspaper was “no 
longer in the business of de¬ 
stroying closet gays’ lives”. 
The Sun had this week asked 
“Are we being run by a gay 
mafia?” after the Agriculture 
Minister admitted he was 
gay. Yelland has also dropped 
Matthew Parris, who de¬ 
clared on BBCTs Newsnighi 
that Peter Manddson was ho¬ 
mosexual as a Sun columnist 
A spokesman for the Trade 
and Industry Secretary de¬ 
nied that he had put any pres¬ 
sure on Yelland to cease Par¬ 
ris's employment “There has 
been no contact fey Peter or an¬ 
yone acting on his behalf with 
News International [owner of 
The Sun\T he said. Mr Man- 
delson and Parris had “main¬ 
tained cordial relations”. 

Parris, a columnist for The I 
Times, said he had concluded 1 
that the derision was “not un¬ 
connected” with his actions on 
Nevrsnight . 


By Carol Midgley 

MEDIA CORRESPONDENT 

RELATIONS between BBC ex¬ 
ecutives and their staff ap¬ 
peared to have readied a new 
low yesterday after the in- 
house magazine described 
management as “arrogant un¬ 
caring, macho, racist and mj- 
sogynistic*\ 

An annual exercise in de¬ 
mocracy which allows mem¬ 
bers of staff to write and edit 
one issue of the publication, Ar¬ 
iel. appeared to have back¬ 
fired on executives. Staff said 
that managers were typically 
“manipulative, brutal and in¬ 
verted snobs” who were ob¬ 
sessed with cost and were cra¬ 
ven towards consultants. 

A questionnaire was circulat¬ 
ed by the magazine asking 
staff to respond anonymously. 
TWo hundred were returned 
and the results reported in this 
week's issue — temporarily re¬ 
named Scariet — beneath the 
headline “Fear runs deep" 
The cover shows a National 
Lottery-style finger printing at 
a terrified member of staff. 

Eighty eight per cent of re¬ 
spondents said they felt una¬ 
ble to express their opinion for 
fear of repercussions, 94 per 
cent had felt their job under 
threat at times, but 64 per cent 
felt afraid to leave the BBC. 

Many staff emphasised that 
they were proud to be associat¬ 
ed with the BBC and the arti¬ 
cle conceded that the survey 
did not represent the feelings 
of all staff. 

Mark Turnbull, president of 
the National Union of Journal¬ 
ists and a BBC employee, said 
that the senior managers were 
“not people people" 

“We need managers who 
are tuned in with the people 
working here. Morale is low 
and managers' relationships 
with their staff are bad be¬ 
cause there is not enough time 
to talk over the issue. 

“Once they get that title of 
manager behind them they go 
into a different world — an un¬ 
realistic and uncaring world.” 

The BBC “lacked common 
sense and was alienating an in¬ 
telligent enthusiastic, imagi¬ 
native and innovative work¬ 
force” said the magazine, 
which was guest-edited by the 
BBC journalist Abbas Nasir. 

Yesterday the BBC laughed 
off the survey, saying that it re¬ 
flected the views of200 out of a 
workforce of 20,000. 

‘This is a self selecting sam¬ 
ple of 200 questionnaires ” a 
spokesman said. “We are glad 
that the article states it is not 
representative and that Abbas 
Nasir pays tribute to the idea 
of letting staff edit one issue. 
He states that it allows the 
staff to let off steam in a harm¬ 
less, even fun, way." At tile 
end of the article is a telephone 
number for the Samaritans. 


Coutts & Co 

Notice of Interest Rates 
for Private and Business Clients 
effective from II November 1998 


gross gross 
interest compounded 
rate p-a- annual rate 
(C.A.R.) 

Current and Deposit Accounts foe Private Clients 
Current Account with Cash Management Option*t, 
Reserve Account* and Mortgage Reserve Account* 
£100,000+ 4.875% 4.965% 

£50,000-£99,999 4.55% 4.628% 

£20,000-£49,999 3.75% 3.803% 

£5,000-£l 9,999 3.25% 3.29% 


TESSA* 

Charity TESSA* 


6.75% 

6.025% 


6.923% 

6.162% 


Deposit Accounts for Private and Business Clients 
Three Month Reserve Account* 


£50,000+ 

£25,000-£49,999 

£!0,000-£24.999 


6.125% 

5.00% 

4.50% 


6.267% 

5.095% 

4-577% 


7 Day Notice Deposit Account* 1.00% 1.00% 

Deposit Accounts for Business C lients 

Reserve Accounts for Businesses/Charities/Societies* 
£250,000-11 million 4.15% 4.215% 


£250,000-11 million 
£I0O,O00-£249.999 
£2 5,000-£99,999 
£10,000-£24,999 


3.957% 

3.751% 

3.136% 


* Interest Is paid quarterly t Interest is paid half-yearly ■ 

t Interest i* paid only on the portion nf rhe cleared balance which . 

exceeds £5,000. 

• Interest is payable on Reserve Account balances below the 1 

minimum level at a gross rate of 1 **. p..,. (Cross C.A.R. 1%). i 

■ Interest will be paid after deduction tax (where applicable) at the i 
prescribed rate. 

• The U r.xs, compounded :.nnua! rate the rate where gross j 
interest payments .ire retained on the account during the year. j 

* rLc ° ' Krl,l " i mJ «*»« currencies in the 
Money Markets. All rare* ..«v «uhjeci to variation. 


1 
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THE director of the CIA threat 
President Clinton caved in m 

S'" N^ahu'sT 

mand for the release of Jon¬ 
athan Pollard, an American 

Jewwhodidimme^S 

by selling thousands uf highly 
L I? secrets ,J e ? 
George Tenet told Mr Clin. 

^ h : Muldno, ~ 
S^ners. where anti- 

kTS fe i n8s mn Kce «>ing- 

high. There was already 
fury among American intelli¬ 
gence officials that Mr Netan- 
Israeli PrimeMinis- 

ter. had tried to use Pollard as 

a last-minute bargaining chip 
in negotiations for a Middle 
East peace agreement at Wye 
in Maryland. 3 

P^ r J^ yahu dei nanded 
Pollard’s release from a life 
sentence on the last morning 
of the conference. October 23 , 
saying that otherwise he could' 
not go through with a White 
House signing ceremony with 
Ya^ir Arafat, the Palestinian 
leader. Angry. Mr Clinton con¬ 
sulted his national security ad¬ 
visers. including Mr TeneL 
He then told Mr Netanyahu 
that Pollard would stay inpris- 
on, but he would review the 
case for the third time in five 
years. Only then did Mr Net¬ 
anyahu withdraw his threat to 
scuttle the agreement. 

There was no official com¬ 
ment on Mr Tenet's reported 
threat to resign - and no deni¬ 
al. If Mr Tenet had resigned. 
Mr Clinton would have had to 
find his fourth CIA Director in 
six years. Worse, the spy agen¬ 
cy would have lost a leader 
who has earned credit for rally¬ 
ing morale. 

Mr Netanyahu's ploy was 
the latest twist in an extraordi¬ 
nary sequence of betrayal and 
deceit. Perhaps most remarka¬ 
ble is that Israeli officials 
blithely allowed Pollard to 
plunder the closest secrets of 
their most supportive ally. It 
was not until last May, 13 
years after Pollard's arrest, 
that Israel admitted he had 
been an agent handled by 
high-ranking Israeli officials. 

By the time the civilian 
Navy intelligence analyst fled 
to the Israeli Embassy in 
Washington for asylum, only 
to be thrown out, he had made 
off with perhaps the-largest 
haul of secret material of any 
espionage operation against 


'^United States. Every week¬ 
end for IS months he took a 
bnefcase or documents from 
his office to a fiat where Israeli 

intelligence agents set to work 
wih a high-speed copying ma¬ 
chine on his trove of intelli¬ 
gence reports, satellite photo¬ 
graphs and intercepted Arab 
states' messages. The FBI and 
Navy intelligence estimate 
mat he took more than 1,000 
documents. 

National security officials 
say tt is impossible to overstate 
the damage done to US intelli¬ 
gence-gathering in the Middle 
East and possibly the former 
Soviet Union. Pollard sold de¬ 
tails of chemical weapons pro¬ 
duction in Iraq and Syria as 
well as Libya's air-defence net¬ 
work. There were diagrams of 
the PLO headquarters in 
Tunis, which helped an Israeli 
bomb attack, as well as details 
of Soviet arms shipments to 
Syria and Pakistani efforts to 
build a nuclear bomb. 

Pollard also supplied top-se¬ 
cret data on Soviet defences, in¬ 
cluding its military targets. Is¬ 
rael passed some of the materi¬ 
al to Moscow as a goodwill ges¬ 
ture to encourage more liberal 
emigration policies for Soviet 
Jews, according tn Seymour 
Hersh in his book The Sam¬ 
son Option. 

The haul of material was so 
vast that the Israelis and per¬ 
haps the KGB had access tn 
American codes and may have 
been able to identify “moles" 
working far the CIA. Israel 
has refused to return the docu¬ 
ments. fuelling suspicion that 
some went to Moscow. 

Caspar Weinberger, then 
US Defence Secretary, told the 
sentencing judge that he could 
not conceive of greater harm 
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Simpson 
faces 
third 
‘murder 
trial’ 


Jonathan Pollard, left, the intelligence analyst who spied for Israel, and George Tenet, who threatened to resign as 


to national security than that 
caused by the spy. Pollard was 
paid $50,000 (E30.000). plus 
jewellery and lavish holidays, 
including a honeymoon suite 
on the Orient Express. 

Since then. Pollard has been 
a constant irritant to US-Israe- 
li relations, and often to his 
family and supporters. Prickly 
and paranoid, he no longer 


speaks to his sister and aged 
parents who campaigned for 
his release. 

He divorced his wife, who 
had been sentenced to five 
years as his accomplice, and 
now claims to be married to a 
Toronto penpal who has taken 
up his cause. His first seven 
years were spent in solitary 
confinement in the “super- 


max" prison in Marion. Illi¬ 
nois. He is now held in less 
harsh conditions in North 
Carolina. He is by turns trucu¬ 
lent. repentant and defiant 
He argues, with some justifica¬ 
tion, that he was double- 
crossed by the prosecution law¬ 
yers. who promised him a sen¬ 
tence of less than life in return 
for his plea of guilty. 


Pollard also claims that the 
information he sold should 
have been shared with Israel 
anyway. A right-wing cause 
ctfebre in Israel, his treachery 
has split important American 
Jewish organisations. 

A brilliant student Pollard 
fantasised about low-level 
help given to the CIA by his fa¬ 
ther, Morris Pollard, a re- 


Israeli Cabinet agrees to West Bank withdrawal 


Jerusalem: The divided Israeli Cabi¬ 
net last night finally ratified the new 
US-brokered peace deal with the Pal¬ 
estinians after two weeks of delays 
and bitter disputes over security ques¬ 
tions (Christopher Walker writes). 

The majority vote in favour was se¬ 
cured at the third meeting on the is¬ 
sue. An Israeli withdrawal from 13 per 
cent of the West Bank should begin 
late next week and continue for three 
months, ’barring suicide bombings 


threatened by Islamic militants. Bin- 
yamin Netanyahu,, the Prime Minis¬ 
ter, summoned yesterday’s meeting af¬ 
ter a 15-minute telephone discussion 
with President Clinton, fuelling specu¬ 
lation that the US leader had told the 
Israelis that failure to implement the 
Wye agreement was making it more 
difficult for Washington to win Arab 
support for military strikes against 
Iraq. 

Under a revised timetable. Cabinet 


approval is to be followed by a two- 
day debate in the Knesset beginning 
on Monday. Mr Netanyahu is guaran¬ 
teed victory because the main opposi¬ 
tion Labour Party has offered him sup¬ 
port against ultra-nationalists set to 
vote against the plan. 

The first part of the agreed Israeli 
withdrawal from the West Bank 
should begin on November 16, accord¬ 
ing to the Wye timetable. But Yassir 
Arafat the Palestinian leader, has al¬ 


ready agreed to a short delay by the Is¬ 
raeli side. It is undear how any US 
and British attack on Iraq would af¬ 
fect the process. 

As yesterday’s Cabinet session be¬ 
gan. an official in the Prime Minis¬ 
ter’s office said that Mr Netanyahu 
had received new assurances from the 
Americans about Mr Arafat’s crack¬ 
down on Islamic terrorists and that 
Palestinian actions on the ground had 
been satisfactory. 


nowned microbiologist. In Pol¬ 
lard’s schoolboy telling, his fa¬ 
ther was a CIA station chief. 

Pollard read spy novels, saw 
himself as James Bond and 
bragged of doak-and-dagger 
exploits. He was briefly sent 
for psychiatric help by the 
Navy, but his behaviour did 
not otherwise cause alarm. 

Today he is overweight and 
balding, with straggly hair 
and beard. Still, he is a hero to 
Mr Netanyahu, who sent him 
a note last May. “Gather your 
courage and spirits,” it saidL 
“Israel will go on working, tire¬ 
lessly and dauntlessly, to 
bring you home." 

□ Jerusalem: Israel said that 
two of its nationals demined 
by Cypriot police on suspidon 
of espionage had not been spy¬ 
ing ran Qyprus or working for 
Turkey. But the Foreign Minis¬ 
try gave no due to what Udi 
Hargov, 37. and Ij>al Damaiy, 
49, were up to with listening 
equipment at a rented flat in a 
sensitive military area. 


From Giles Whittell 
IN LOS ANGELES 

OJ. SIMPSON may lose his 
children after an’ Appeals 
Court demanded new custody 
hearings that threaten to take 
on the appearance of yet anoth¬ 
er murder trial. 

Californian judges on Tues¬ 
day threw out a ruling that 
returned the sportsman’s two 
children io him after he was ac¬ 
quitted of murdering their 
mother. Nicole Brown, and Ro¬ 
nald Goldman. Evidence that 
Mr Simpson was homicidal 
should never have been 
banned from the custody hear¬ 
ings. the judges said. 

"What you’ll have is a mini- 
trial within that trial, a third 
murder trial.” Marjorie Full¬ 
er. the lawyer for the children. 
Sydney and Justin Simpson, 
who are now 13 and ten respec¬ 
tively. said yesterday. 

Two years ago Judge Nancy 
Wieben Stock handed them 
back to their father after ban¬ 
ning rhe “murder issue" from 
custody hearings. She also 
ruled out mention of diaries 
kept by Ms Brown that indic¬ 
ated a pattern of violent domes¬ 
tic abuse by Mr Simpson. 

Both derisions were grave 
errors, the Appeals Court said. 
"As a matter of case law, as 
well as common sense, the 
question of whether one par¬ 
ent has actually murdered the 
other is about as relevant as it 
is possible to imagine in any 
case involving whether the sur¬ 
viving parent should be al¬ 
lowed any form of child custo¬ 
dy," the judges ruled. 

During the murder trial, the 
children lived with their grand¬ 
parents. Louis and Juditha 
Brown. They returned to their 
father for the 1996 dvil “wrong¬ 
ful death” trial in which he 
was found liable for the mur¬ 
ders and told to pay $335 mil¬ 
lion (£20 million) damages to 
the two victims' families. 

□ Gladiator award:The fami¬ 
ly of an inmate shot dead in 
1994 in California’s Corcoran 
State Prison has won an out- 
of-court $825,000 (£515.000) set¬ 
tlement Preston Tate died in 
one of seven fatal exercise yard 
shootings as gangs were made 
to fight in what rogue guards 
called “gladiator days”. 
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Both of these high performance systems are great value for money, but now they're even more tempting. For a 
limited period only, we're offering both systems with nothing to pay until 1999. There's no deposit required and 
nothing to pay for three months. Then you can either pay the full amount with no interest or spread the bolance 
over 36 months". So to mate absolutely sure you don't miss out, get online to Dell® the world's largest direct PC 

manufacturer** now. - Source: DC 




DELL DIMENSION™ XPS R450 

■ Intel 9 Pentium® H Processor 450MHz 

■ Intel" 440BX AGPsef 

■ ] 0GB ATA-33 Hard Drive 

■ 128MB 100MHz High Performance SDRAM 

■ 512KB Internal Cache 

■ AH XPERT 98 D 8MB 3D AGP Video Card 

■ 17* Colour TC095 SVGA Monitor 
(0.28 dot pitch, 15.9* viewable area) 

■ 4.8* Toshiba DVD-ROM with Software Decoding 

■ 3 PCI, 1 I5A, ? PCl/iSA Shared and 1 AGP Expansion Slots 

■ Turtle Beach Montego A3D 64 Vtare PCI Sound Card and 

Altec Liaising ACS 295 Speakers with Subwoofer 

■ Mini Tower Chassis 

■ Microsoft' Windows' 98 

■ Microsoft Office 97 Small Business Edition V2 

■ US Robotics 56Kb/s V90 modem with 1 monih free 
BT Internet Trial (exd. phone charges) 

£1.299 (£1*567-45 bcdelawl WIT) 
£60,33 PM APR 26.9% 

the easy way to war 

Del FmoniwI Services Repayment exanpfo 1 

Enjoy ihfl benefits of owning a DeH PC by opting for aw deferred 
7Z ^EI.M7.iS line. VAT & W 

k-dance on or before due payment date .nterest ' IBe - 

„ 36 W—- 
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DELL INSPIRON™ 3200 233 XT 

■ Mobile Intel* Pentium* 1 II Processor 233MHz 

■ Inlet* 440BX Chipset 

■ 13.3* XGA (1024x76B] TFT Screen 

■ 32MB SDRAM (Upgradeable to 144MB) 

■ 512KB High Performance level II Cache 

■ 3.2GB ATA-33 BDE Hard Drive [Upgradeable to 6.4GB) 

■ Modular 24 x CD-ROM and 3.5" floppy Disk Drives 
(DVD Optional) 

■ Integrated 16-Bit Sound Blaster Pro-Compatible with intend 
microphone and Speakers 

■ 128 bit High Performance N eomagtc video with 2MB VRAM 

■ Infrared communication port firDA 1.1 co m patible) 

■ 2 Cardbus PCMCIA type 0 Slots 

■ Lithium Ion Battery 

■ Touchpad with 2 buttons 

■ Zoomed Video Support 

■ USB Port 

■ Microsoft Windows 98 

■ Microsoft Home Essentials'" 98 

£1,199 (£1,449.95kdn 

DFS 3 TEAR KRSOHAl FINANCE C5UVHI APR 26.9% 
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18 IRAQ 


UN withdrawal 
puts Saddam 
in firing line 


THE TIMES THURSDAY NOVEMBER 12 1998 



American reinforcements move into 
Gulf as clock ticks towards airstrikes 


MILITARY ACTION 


A DEFIANT Iraq was yester¬ 
day given a signal that puni¬ 
tive military strikes might be 
imminent when the United Na¬ 
tions unexpectedly withdrew 
all its remaining weapons in¬ 
spectors from the country and 
America prepared to send 
more warplanes to the Gulf. 

The Limed States gave a 
warning that there would be 
no ultimatum or deadline if it 
decided to attack. “From my 
perspective I would say Sadd¬ 
am Hussein has been given ad¬ 
equate warning. We have seen 
very strong resolve on behalf 
of the UN," General Hugh 
Shelton, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, said. 

Fifty aircraft, including ra¬ 
dar-evading Stealth bombers, 
were preparing to boost Ameri¬ 
ca's considerable firepower in 
the region. In other signs that 
Washington was about to use 
force, non-essential staff at the 
American embassies in Ku¬ 
wait and Israel were told they 
could leave. Americans were 
also urged to exercise caution 
in Egypt in case of attacks to 
coincide with the November 17 
anniversary of the terrorist 
massacre of tourists in Luxor. 

The surprise evacuation of 
more than 100 arms inspectors 
to Jordan and Bahrain as a 
"precautionary move”, came 
after late-night consultations 
between UN and American of¬ 
ficials. Another 300 UN staff, 
apparently aid workers, were 
also withdrawn. The pullout 
suggested that the UN had giv- 


Washington 
says there will 
be no warning, 
writes Michael 
Theodoulou 
in Nicosia 

en up hope Saddam would re¬ 
scind his October 31 decision 
to halt all cooperation with 
weapons inspectors which trig¬ 
gered the latest crisis. 

Unseam, the UN Special 
Commission charged with dis¬ 
arming Iraq, had begun to 
scale down its presence, but 
the wholesale withdrawal was 
unexpected. Baghdad was 
quick to point out that the in¬ 
spectors had not been ex¬ 
pelled. 

With no mediation under 
way, it appeared only an elev¬ 
enth-hour Iraqi dimbdown 
could avert military strikes. 
Baghdad had made clear its 
willingness to bargain its way 
out of the crisis by demanding 
that-the Security Council re¬ 
view what progress it has 
made in dismantling itsweap- 
ons of mass destruction. 

However it insisted this 
must lead to the lifting of the 
eight-year-old trade embargo. 

Washington said there was 
nothing to negotiate while 
Iraq showed no sign of blink¬ 
ing. “We hope a strike will not 


take place, but if it happens we 
will defend ourselves and our 
country." said Khaiid Shahab 
al-Douri. a head of the Arab 
and Foreign Relations Com¬ 
mittee in Iraq's rubber-stamp 
parliament. 

Iraqi officials were hoping 
Kofi Annan, the UN Secre¬ 
tary-General. would repeat a 
high-profile mission he made 
to Baghdad in February which 
averted an American attack, af¬ 
ter a prolonged confrontation 
over the inspection of Sadd¬ 
am's palaces. But Mr Annan, 
who is in North Africa, has 
made dear his unwillingness 
to stake his prestige on a sec¬ 
ond intercession. 

Arab leaders have offered 
no public support for using 
force against Iraq. While Gulf 
states have little affection for 
Saddam, they are aware that 
public opinion is sympathetic 
to die plight of Iraqis strug¬ 
gling to survive under the crip¬ 
pling trade embargo. 

Regional commentators 
have also branded Israel the 
real enemy and expressed frus¬ 
tration at Washington's refus¬ 
al to persuade the Jewish state 
to abide by Security Council 
resolutions calling for it to 
withdraw from occupied Arab 
lands. Gulf leaders would be 
more supportive of military ac¬ 
tion if they were convinced 
Washington had a coherent 
strategy to oust the Iraqi lead¬ 
er, diplomats said. 

"■Military action now will do 
nothing," said one Arab diplo¬ 
mat ‘The Iraqi people are be¬ 
hind Saddam on this one be¬ 
cause they want sanctions lift¬ 
ed and die Americans have re¬ 
fused to give any light at the 
end of the tunnel." A limited at¬ 
tack risks enhancing Sadd¬ 
am’s prestige in the region 
which coukl embolden him to 
pursue further acts of defi¬ 
ance, he added. 

Travellers from Baghdad 
said some Iraqis would wel¬ 
come an American attack if it 
weakened Saddam's grip on 
power. “They know they will 
never be able live normally 
while be rules." said one Iraqi 
businessman in Jordan. 


Cat and mouse, page 24 
Leading article, page 25 


By Michael Dynes 

PRESIDENT Clinton’s deci¬ 
sion to order a second aircraft 
carrier group to the Gulf in 
response to the latest standoff 
with President Saddam Hus¬ 
sein over weapons inspec¬ 
tions appears to have set the 
dock fidring towards West¬ 
ern airstrikes against Iraq. 

The assault could take 
place any time over the next 
two weeks although die night 
of November 18-19 is viewed 
as a possible date as it coin¬ 
cides with a new moon, allow¬ 
ing the allies to bomb under 
cover of darkness. 

The USS Enterprise carrier 
battle group, and the USS 
BeUeau Wood amphibious 
group arrive in the Gulf on 
November 23 and 26 respec¬ 


tively. Washington has still to 
dedde whether they will re¬ 
place or join the USS Eisen¬ 
hower and the USS Essex bat¬ 
tle groups, totalling some 23 
vessels already in place — 
winch would double US 
naval power in the region. 

Last week the Pentagon qui¬ 
etly despatched USSAnzia, a 
guided missile cruiser, to sa3 
from the Mediterranean to 
die Gulf. The Anna's arrival 
has boosted to eight die 
number of warships armed 
with Tomahawk, cruise mis¬ 
siles in the region. The mis¬ 
siles' would form the spear¬ 
head of an air assault 

TWo British frigates, HMS 
Grafton and HMS Cumber¬ 


land . continue to sail in Gulf 
waters as part of British ef¬ 
forts to monitor and enforce 
United Nations’ sanctions 
against Iraq. Britain has 12 
RAF Tornado GR1 bombers 
and 400 personnel stationed 
at Ali al-Salem airbase in Ku¬ 
wait The RAF has six Torna¬ 
do GRls in Saudi Arabia, 
four Jaguars based at Inarlik 
in Turkey, and two VC10 tank¬ 
ers Stationed in Bahrain. The 
12 British Tornados are part 
of a joint Britisb-US force of 
some ISO strike aircraft, 
including air-to-air, air-to- 
ground, dual role, support 
and attack helicopters. 

Although the build-up of 
American forces falls far 
short of the $L4 billion (E850 
inUlkm) deployment during 
the last big military standoff 


in Februaiy, the Pentagon is 
in a position to augment its 
firepower rapidly. 

Yesterday afternoon US Air 
Force officials deployed an 
Air Expeditionary Force of 
land-based warplanes, includ¬ 
ing 12 B52 bombers equipped 
with 96 air-launched Toma¬ 
hawk cruise missiles, six Bl 
heavy bombers, 12 FI 17A 
stealth aircraft, and two Pat¬ 
riot anti-missile batteries to 
Bahrain and Kuwait They de¬ 
part over the next few days. 

Another 3,000 American 
troops were also ordered to 
the Gull joining 23J>00 sta¬ 
tioned in the region, the 
Pentagon said. 

Washington has now more 
than doubled the Tomahawk 
cruise missiles it had in Febru¬ 
ary — to between 250 and 350. 


Britain 
and US 
claim 
mandate 
to attack 

by Michael Binyon 

DIPLOMATIC EDITOR 

BRITAIN and America insist 
that no further United Nations 
resolutions are needed before 
any military strike against 
Iraq. But they are likely to 
meet strong opposition in Mos¬ 
cow. which would condemn 
any action as a violation Of in¬ 
ternational order. 

Britain insists that it has a 
"satisfactory legal base” for 
any option to deal with Sadd¬ 
am Hussein’s refusal to co-op¬ 
erate further with UN arms in¬ 
spectors. This is based on a 
combination of two Security 
Council resolutions: 1154. 
passed at the conclusion of foe 
last crisis with Iraq in Febru¬ 
ary, and 1205. passed last 
week, which found Iraq to be 
in violation of its obligation to 


DIPLOMACY 


allow inspectors unfettered ac¬ 
cess. Britain, which voiced 
scepticism that Saddam would 
stick to his agreement with 
Kofi Annan, the UN Secre¬ 
tary-General, insisted on the 
passage of a resolution threat¬ 
ening the “severest conse¬ 
quences” if Baghdad did not 
honour the deal. The Govern¬ 
ment had wanted specific refer¬ 
ence to foe use of force, but 
toned this down to get Mos¬ 
cow’S approval. 

But foe Foreign Office is in 
no doubt that the phrase "se¬ 
verest consequences" clearly 
implies military action. And it 
says that last week's resolution 
was unambiguous in finding 
Saddam in violation of foe 
agreement readied with Mr 
Annan that averted threatened 
airstrikes at foe time. No fur¬ 
ther UN resolutions are there¬ 
fore needed, Britain insists. 

Washington also believes it 
has the authority to attack 
Iraq but puts less emphasis on 
UN approval. 

The main opposition to mili¬ 
tary action came last time 
from France and Russia. Rob¬ 
in Cook, foe Foreign Secre¬ 
tary. says that both countries 
have been particularly an¬ 
gered by Saddam's latest defi¬ 
ance. Bui Russian sources say 
Moscow still opposes force. 



An Iraqi soldier stands guard outside the United Nations 
headquarters in Baghdad as staff moved out yesterday 
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China fa ces tumult as it prepares to mark 50 years of communism 
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Jiang: wants to be seen 

as a world statesman 


As CHINA begins elaborate prepa- 
ninons to celebrate the 50th anniver- 
sary of foe birth of the Communist 
state, ns leaders are grappling with 
ab e .. polilical and economic 
diplomats said yesterday. 

While many believe that China 
avoid the political crisis that the 
lormer Soviet Union faced a decade 
ago before hs demise, some of the 
same problems are inherent here, 
not feast in the inefficiency of the 
state sector, resulting in millions of 
workers being laid ofT. 

President Jiang Zemin and Zhu 
Rongji, the Prime Minister, arc con¬ 
fronting awkward choices as expen- 


Reform has exposed, the nation’s economic 
frailty, writes James Pringle in Beijing 


sivc refurtxshmenis are under way 
at Tiananmen Square for triumphal 
celebrations next year to mark the 
half-century since October !. 1949, 
when Mao Zedong proclaimed the 
People's Republic with the words:. 
‘The Chinese people have stood up." 

The problems facing President 
Jiang, who will preside over the cele¬ 
brations. stem from his image as an 
international statesman, and Bei¬ 
jing’s latest commitments to at least 


pay Hp-sShtice to respect for human 
rights. "Mao did not care what the 
world thought, but the situation is 
' different now.” said a diplomat. 
^Jlartg cares what the world thinks 
iftxtt him and China. He wants to 
be accepted by leaders of advanced 
‘'nations as an equal.” 

Diplomats say that Beijing is 
caught in a dilemma, as dissidents 
test the tinriis by pushing for recogni¬ 
tion of a new party, the China Demo¬ 


cratic Party. Chinese leaders fear it 
could become a focal point for the 
legions of unemployed whose ran¬ 
dom demonstrations across China 
are now unco-ordinated. But the 
leaders are pulling their punches. 

“Beijing cannot crack down now 
like it used to,” said one envoy. "It 
has signed United Nations cove¬ 
nants. trying to give the impression 
that China is more open. Yet it fears 
any challenge io its rule that might 
galvanise support among disaffect¬ 
ed workers and landless peasants.” 
This paradox, say diplomats, is the 
reason why there are mixed signals 
over the treatment of dissidents. 


Blair to 
fight EU 

on works 
councils 

From Charles Bremner 

IN BRUSSELS 

THE Government is heading 
for its first law-making dash 
with its European Union part¬ 
ners after the Brussels Com¬ 
mission issued plans yester¬ 
day for compulsory works 
councils, including stiff penal¬ 
ties for companies that impose 
redundancies without giving 
early warning to employees. 

Despite his pro-European 
credentials, Tony Blair has 
put the EU on notice that Brit¬ 
ain will fight the directive on 
mandatory worker consulta¬ 
tion in domestic companies, 
which the Commission un¬ 
veiled under the terms of the 
“Social Chapter" of the Maas¬ 
tricht treaty. Britain signed up 
to the chapter last year. 

In a British political twist, 
the directive was backed in the 
Commission by Neil Kinnock. 
the former Labour leader. The 
only opposition came from Sir 
Leon Brittan, Trade Commis¬ 
sioner and a former Tory min¬ 
ister. and Martin Barvge- 
mann. the German Industry 
Commissioner who hails from 
foe political right 
* Britain still hopes to rally a 
sufficient minority of EU gov¬ 
ernments to blodt the direc¬ 
tive, which requires compan¬ 
ies employing al least 50 work¬ 
ers to keep them informed on 
company plans. However, EU 
officials believe the law will be 
passed. 

It will cover 47 per cent of all 
EU workers, but 3 per cent of 
firms, the great majority hav¬ 
ing fewer titan 50 employees. 


Hence Xu Wenli, once China’s “spe¬ 
cial prisoner No 2" who spent years 
in solitary confinement, is harassed 
by police, but at the same time re¬ 
mains at liberty even as he pushes 
for registration of the new party. 

As for Mr Zhu. who is known as 
“The Boss" for his no-nonsense 
style, his woes are economic, mainly 
because of the huge state sector but 
also due to the economic crisis in 
Asia- On becoming Prime Minister 
in March, he admitted the immensi¬ 
ty of his task when he said that, no 
matter what lay ahead of him, "a 
minefield or a bottomless chasm", 
there was no turning back 


Now. however, faced with the risk 
of millions more unemployed as 
state-run industries dose under ear¬ 
lier reforms he so boldly an¬ 
nounced. a creeping devaluation of 
the yuan, falling safes and insolvent 
state banks, Mr Zhu has reversed 
pledges to dismantle the state sector. 
The political price is just too hieh, " 
said one envoy. 

The People’s Republic has faced 
severe difficulties before, and no one 
here believes that it is about to go 
the way of the former Soviet Union, 
but most analysts agree that the 
run-up to the 50th anniversary cele¬ 
brations is likely to be crucial. 


Italian police 
name last of 
the godfathers’ 


SEPGEl KARPUKHIN. BEUTFBS 


ITALIAN police cracking 
down on the Mafia said yester¬ 
day that they finally had “docu¬ 
mentary proof 1 that foe last 
"Godfather” still at large was 
masterminding Cosa Nostra’s 
operations as the capo dei capi. 
They said Bernardo Proven- 
zano. 67. was behind a Mafia 
change of tactics designed to 
ensure that the organisation 
survived. 

After a sweep across Sicily 
in which 50 mafiosi were ar¬ 
rested. anti-Mafia police ad¬ 
mitted they still did not know 
foe whereabouts of Proven- 
zano. who has eluded capture 
for 30 years. Eleven letters 
from Provenzano giving in¬ 
structions to local Mafia boss¬ 
es were found during a raid on 
Mafia hideouts In Sicily this 
week. "Not only do we know 
he is alive, we have proof that 
he is running the operation.” 
Guido La Forte, the anti-Maf¬ 
ia prosecutor in Palermo, said- 

Italian authorities have 
gradually decapitated the Ma¬ 
fia in a drive against organ¬ 
ised crime over the past six 
years, arresting boss after 
boss. But Provenzano -known 
as “The Tractor” because of 
his ruthless and brutal meth¬ 
ods - has duded them. 

Police are not even sure 
what he now looks like. “Want¬ 
ed” posters of Provenzano car¬ 
ry an out-of-date photograph 


From Richard Owen in rome 

showing a fresh-faced young 
man in his 30s 

The crackdown on the Ma¬ 
fia began in earnest in 1992. af¬ 
ter the murder of two widely 
admired anti-Mafia judges, 
Giovanni Falcone and Paolo 
Borseilino, and Mafia bomb 
attacks on targets such as the 
Uffizi Gallery in Florence. 

Both the killings and the 
bombings aroused anger and 
revulsion, and police tracked 
down the then Mafia Godfa¬ 
ther, Salvatore “Toto” Riina, 
in 1993. With the help of thou¬ 
sands of state-protected penti- 
tU or supergrasses, a gang of 
Mafia bosses has since been 
put behind bars. 



Pr o venz an o: on ‘wanted’ 
list for past 30 years 


But anti-Mafia investigators 
have said that although the 
Mafia is Significantly weak¬ 
ened, it is almost certainly re¬ 
grouping as “Mafia Mark 11”, 
probably under the elusive 
Provenzano. a former farm la¬ 
bourer from the Mafia heart¬ 
land of Gorieone who has been 
in hiding since 1969, when he 
shot dead* c (trabittiere colo¬ 
nel. He has since been convict¬ 
ed in absentia several times 
for murder. 

Signor La Porte said Proven¬ 
zano, also known as The Ac¬ 
countant because of his 
shrewd management of mon¬ 
ey-laundering rings, was dear¬ 
ly “at the summit of ail the Si¬ 
cilian dans”. „ 

The tetters found by police, 
which are-written in okl fash¬ 
ioned atid at titaes ungram¬ 
matical Italian, indicate that 
Provenzano was behind a 
change erf tactic three years 
ago, when he urged local dan 
leaders to focus their energies 
on Mafia “business”, meaning 
extortion rackets, bribery and 
drug-running. ' 

Giancarlo CasfeBi, the chief 
prosecutor in Palermo, said 
Provenzano was “a very dan¬ 
gerous man of great criminal 
intelligence” capable of adapt¬ 
ing the Mafia’s methods and 
structure to ensure fts Surviv¬ 
al. Thai is why we have to 
find him.” 



Keizo Abochi reviews a guard of honour with Yuri Maslyukov, Russian First Deputy Prime Minister, yesterday 

Yeltsin to offer Japan Kuriles deal 


From Anna Blundy 
in Moscow 

PRESIDENT YELTSIN is ex¬ 
pected today to discuss the dis¬ 
puted territory of foe Kurile Is¬ 
lands with Keizo Obuchi. foe 
Japanese Prime Minister, his 
Gist foreign guest fof weeks. 
Although the .four far eastern 
islands were seized by Russia 
at the end of the Second World 
War, foe poverty-stricken is¬ 
landers recently signed a peti¬ 
tion in support of leasing foe 
Kuriles back to Japan. 

To surrender the territory 
would be too great a shame for 
foe already humiliated Rus¬ 
sian Government to bear, but 



it is likely that the Russians 
will put Kurile business pro¬ 
posals^ Japan onierms so fa¬ 
vourable that foe Japanese 
will be unable to refuse. The 


proposed deals will fall short 
of handing the islands back 
-but will achieve the desired ef¬ 
fect of economic colonisation 
by Japan. 

Viktor Pa via ten ko. of the In¬ 
stitute of Far Eastern Studies 
at foe Russian Academy of Sci¬ 
ences. believes that Mr 
Obuchi’s visit which began 
yesterday, will not be purely 
symbolic but will result in bi¬ 
lateral economic agreements. 
"Russia wants to manufacture 
goods on the Kuriles but lacks 
the money to build the re¬ 
quired factories. The Govern¬ 
ment intends to offer the 
Japanese the opportunity to 
buDd these factories and to con¬ 


trol the shares. This way they 
can export not only to Japan 
but to other countries as well 
and create a mutual profit” 
Mr Pavlatenko says. 

Vladimir Zema. head of foe 
Sooth Kurile district adminis¬ 
tration. said that fishermen 
had been driven to “the verge 
of extinction" by the indiffer¬ 
ence of the Moscow authori¬ 
ties to their plight. Most island¬ 
ers feel that their lives would 
be immeasurably improved if 
the seized territories were re¬ 
turned » Japan. The Japanese 
response to Russian proposals 
.is expected to be ready in time 
for Mr Yeltsin’s visit to Tokyo 
'next spring or summer. 
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Banana 
row puts 
skids 
under 
US deal 


By Charles Bremner 

IN BRUSSELS 

JACQUES SANTER. Presi¬ 
dent of the European Com¬ 
mission, appealed yester¬ 
day to President Clinton to 
haft a brewing transatlan¬ 
tic trade war over bananas 
that could oost Britain up 
to £117 million a year. 

if Washington fails to 
call off a planned £720-mil- 
Jion retaliation against the 
European Union. Brussels 
would be forced restart pro¬ 
ceedings against America 
ax the World Trade Organi¬ 
sation, EU officials said. 

The long-simmering ban¬ 
ana feud flared on Tuesday 
when America listed goods 
- from French wine to Brit¬ 
ish tweed jackets - which 
would be subject to 100 per 
cent duty from Feburary. U 
is upset at the EUS alleged 
failure to comply with a 
VVTG ruling against a re¬ 
gime that favours bananas 
grown in the former Euro¬ 
pean colonies of the Carib¬ 
bean and Africa over South 
America's crop, much of 
which is marketed by US 
companies. 

Sir Leon Brittan. EU 
Trade Commissioner, be¬ 
lieves the row is driven by 
the power banana compa¬ 
nies wield over Congress. 

Mr Santer has appealed 
to Mr Clinton, saying that 
American action against 
the EU “would be a grave 
political misjudgment at a 
time when we should be 
working together... to alle¬ 
viate the world's economic 
difficulties". 

Renato Ruggiero, chief 
of WTO - successor to the 
General Agreement on Tar-. 
ills and Trade - yesterday 
urged the trading "super¬ 
powers” to sort out the 
problem. 

As well as wine, cheese, 
kitchen equipment and ma¬ 
chinery. the US list covers 
“festival, carnival or other 
entertainment articles in¬ 
cluding magic tricks and 
practical joke activities”. 


Celebrities flock to 
‘biblical’ catastrophe 


from. David Adams in Tegucigalpa 


AID may be slow in reaching 
hurricane-ravaged Honduras, 
but the celebrities are arriving 
in droves. 

First it was George Bush, 
the former US President, who 
visited at the weekend. On his 
heels came another two large 
United Stales aid delegations 
yesterday, led by Tipper Gore, 
wife of Vice-President A1 Gore, 
and Elizabeth Dole, president 
of the American Red Cross 
and wife of the former Republi¬ 
can presidential candidate. 
Bob Dole. 

"The world must know the 
tragedy in Honduras is of bib¬ 
lical proportions,” Mrs Gore 
said after Dying over the devas¬ 
tated area. “We are here today 
because we are neighbours 
who care and because we are 
all Americans." 

The American response to 
the disaster stepped up this 
week, seemingly prodded by 
the flood of aid from less ex¬ 
pected sources, including Brit¬ 
ain and its European Union 
partners, as well as Mexico 
and Canada 

Joschka Fischer, the Ger¬ 
man Foreign Minister, was 
due to arrive in Honduras yes¬ 
terday, to be followed next 
week by Hillary Clinton and 
President Chirac of France. 

The World Bank has an¬ 
nounced it is redirecting loans 
to provide $201 million 
(£125 million) in immediate 
help to Honduras, Nicaragua, 
El Salvador and Guatemala. 

Britain. France and Germa¬ 
ny are also leading the debate 
over a moratorium on Hondu¬ 
ras’s huge $4 billion foreign 
debt France has written off its 


$101 million debts from Hon¬ 
duras and Nicaragua. Britain 
has dedicated £10 million to a 
debt relief fund being set up 
through the World Bank. 

Honduran officials criti¬ 
cised the Americans for their 
initially lukewarm response to 
the disaster, deriding a check 
for $125,000 from the US am¬ 
bassador here. Many Hondu¬ 
rans were shocked that their 
country, a key ally of the US in 
Central America's aril wars 
in die 1980s, was not deemed 
worthy of greater support. 

Despite the large US mili¬ 


tary presence based here, the 
Americans have found them¬ 
selves outnumbered by troops, 
aircraft helicopters and war¬ 
ships from Britain. Mexico. 
Canada and France. 

But this week the US effort 
kicked into high gear. The 
Clinton Administration an¬ 
nounced on Tuesday it was in¬ 
creasing its contribution to the 
region to $80 million in short¬ 
term humanitarian relief. A 
boatload of food supplies don¬ 
ated by the American Red 
Cross was due to arrive yester¬ 
day. “It's essential that the US 



Tipper Gore, wife of US Vice-President Al Gore looks 
down on die Honduran capital from a helicopter 


lead the way to give these gov¬ 
ernments the resources they 
need - and don’t have - to re¬ 
build and replan in a more sus¬ 
tainable way.” said Brian Att- 
wood, head of the US Agency 
of International Development 

American officials may not 
say it publicly, but much of 
their effort is driven by the 
growing Hispanic constituen¬ 
cy in die US - many of them 
refugees from the Central 
American wars -and the politi¬ 
cally sensitive issue of illegal 
immigration from Latin Amer¬ 
ica’s poorest countries. 

The fast-growing British aid 
appeal is being matched by 
the American Red Cross. “We 
are trying to raise $6 million 
and we are already well past 
half that,” said Christopher 
Thomas, an American Red 
Cross spokesman. 

Although some have criti¬ 
cised the slow distribution of 
the aid. both in Honduras and 
Nicaragua, relief workers say 
damage to the local infrastru- 
dte of roads and bridges, has 
inevitably hampered their ef¬ 
forts. “Have we run into logisti¬ 
cal problems? Yes. Is every¬ 
thing running smoothly? No,” 
Mr Thomas said. But he add¬ 
ed: “It’s amazing what they 
[the Hondurans] have done, 
considering the scope of the 
disaster.” 

The Red Cross is opening of¬ 
fices in Honduras and Nicara¬ 
gua, and plans to stay for the 
next year. “We want to make 
sure the aid is delivered." Mr 
Thomas said. So far, the organ¬ 
isation was happy with what it 
had seen. “It’s been the most 
open process ” 



A lighthouse and pier in South Haven. Lake Michigan, are engulfed by huge waves 
during a storm yesterday which saw near-hurricane force winds battering the area. 
Overnight, one buoy on the lake recorded 20ft waves every nine seconds 


OPEC demands compensation for global warming curbs 


From Nick Nuttall 

ENVIRONMENT CORRESPONDENT 
IN BUENOS AIRES 

Outproducing nations demanded 
compensation yesterday from the 
rest of the world for cash losses 
linked to fighting global warming. 

They astonished delegates to a 
United Nations dimate change con¬ 
ference here by daiming a share of 
what is likely to become a multibU- 
fion-pound fond being set up under 
the UN Climate Change Conven¬ 


tion. The fund, called the Clean De¬ 
velopment Mechanism, will allow 
rich nations to build dean power 
stations in the developing world and 
claim carbon credits to offset their 
emissions at home. A percentage of 
the funds will be used to help poor 
countries to adapt to rising sea lev¬ 
els. floods, drought and other effects 
of dimate change. 

But yesterday in Buenos Aires. 
OPEC nations, spearheaded by Sau¬ 
di Arabia and Kuwait, argued that 
reducing the threat of global warm¬ 


ing would lead to a sharp cut in oil 
demand over the coming decades. 
This would damage their econo¬ 
mies, forcing them to adapt and 
thus giving them the right to a pay¬ 
out from the Clean Development 
Mechanism. The move, which in¬ 
dudes Qatar. Venezuela and Niger¬ 
ia, was attacked by Dr Ute Coflier, 
climate change policy officer with 
the World Wide Fund for Nature. 

She said yesterday: “It is scandal¬ 
ous. These are some of the countries 
with the highest per capita incomes 


in the world wanting to take money 
meant for those with the poorest per 
capita income.” 

Dr Collier conceded that the right 
of die oil producers to ny to daim 
compensation was part of the Cli¬ 
mate Change Convention when it 
was drawn up in Rio in 1992: “It was 
a mistake. But what it would mean 
would be British and other indust¬ 
rialised nations' taxpayers compen¬ 
sating petrol countries.” 

Edward Lowassa, Environment 
and Poverty Alleviation Minister for 


Tanzania, said the OPEC move 
amounted to economic warfare. Mr 
Lowassa said that his country was 
still reeling from storms and floods 
last year. Railway track and main 
roads had been washed away in an 
event linked to climate change. 

The oil producers’ move is being 
orchestrated by Don Ptearlman. a 
US lawyer who advises Kuwait 
Green groups call him “the high 
priest of the carbon club”. 

John Prescott the Deputy Prime 
Minister, dismissed the oil produc¬ 


ers' move, saying that he believed 
the OPEC move was “not a runner. 
But I do not want to get in the veto 
game; it is in the treaty.” 

The wrangle came as President 
Menem of Argentina told the dele¬ 
gates representing 180 nations that 
they should focus on the damage 
that would result if the conference 
failed. He said Argentina would an¬ 
nounce soon a voluntary green¬ 
house gas emission target America 
hopes that more developing nations 
will follow suit. 
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Strikers challenge Mugabe 


OVERSEAS NEWS 21 



ZIMBABWE was paralysed 
yesterday as workers. iWh- 

«5 2j e *? W i n S? su PP°ned a 
call ty the labour movement 
to strike in protest over soar¬ 
ing prices and President Mu¬ 
gabe’s mishandling of the 
economy. 

Business and industrial cen¬ 
tres in all key urban areas 
were deserted, while town¬ 
ship were 6lled with thou- 
sands of riot police and sol¬ 
diers with automatic rifles and 
maduneguns. Harare's vola- 


Zimbabwe soldiers kill protester as 
unions demand price cuts and wage 
rises, writes Jan Raath in Harare 


people injured when soldiers 
opened fire on a mob which 
stoned cars and looted a petrol 
station. Police said ihe soldiers 
had fired into the air and the 
man was killed by a stray bul¬ 
let. Mobs also rioted in Maron- 
dera. 45 miles east of Harare. 



tBe townshin* m,.^ ra,KS easi w Harare. 

bui were dispersed by police. 
^ »*iirar«l acUon is [he 

San mtaKL ' vas £ lled , firsl ta a «rics of strikes that 
and an unknown number of the Zimbabwe Congress of 


Jakarta 
troops 
fire on 
students 

By David Waits 


Trade Unions IZCTU) says 
will be held every Wednesday 
until the Government reverses 
a 70 per cent fiid price in¬ 
crease imposed on October 31. 
raises wages by 20 per cent 
and negotiates with unions 
and the private sector for com¬ 
prehensive economic reforms. 

“We will continue until all 
our problems have been 
solved." said Morgan Tsvangi- 


nii. secretary-general of the 
ZCTU. “We see pay rises as a 
temporary measure. What we 
want is to be able to sit at the 
negotiating tabic with the Gov¬ 
ernment and employers to 
find lonc-ierm solutions." 

Initially, Chen Chimuleng- 
wende, the Information Minis¬ 
ter. declared that “w orkers are 
very much opposed to the 
strike", and said the Govern¬ 
ment would not reduce the 
price of fuel. Bui as the huge re¬ 
sponse id ihe strike call be¬ 
came apparent, the Govern¬ 
ment called in union and pri¬ 
vate sector bosses for talks. 
However, when they arrived, 


they were rold the meeting had 
been cancelled. No explana¬ 
tion was given. 

Mr Tsvangirai said: “They 
think they are immune to pres¬ 
sure. The stayaway will go 
ahead next week unless there 
are other developments." He 
said he believed that Mr Mu¬ 
gabe had cancelled the talks. 

The labour action is the 
most serious challenge to Mr 
Mugabe in his 13-year rule. 

“The whip-hand is with the 
unions now and the only rea¬ 
sonable thing the Government 
can do is to concede." a West¬ 
ern diplomat said. The trou¬ 
ble is. Mugabe could veiy easi¬ 


ly try to get tough, and that 
could be a disaster. It’S a very 
tight situation." 

The white community in 
Marondera. for weeks the 
scene of confrontations be¬ 
tween while fanners and 
squatters, has been stunned 
by the murder of an elderly 
white widow who lived alone 
an her farm. Officials uf the 
Commercial Farmers’ Union 
said the body of Sylvia Jack- 
^on was found in die ashes of 
her home in the early morn¬ 
ing. Mrs Jackson’S was one of 
numerous farms in the area to 
have been invaded this year by 
squatters. 


AH NYUUH E-JOON/AP 
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f TROOPS opened fire as sru- 
" . dents marched on the Indo- 

• nesian Parfiament yesterday 

demanding wholesale political 
1, . - ■; reform and completion of the 

country's unfinished democrat- 
Sgrj, a* •: -..c-cwVvs. revolution. 

There were no reports of 
casualties among die 2,000 
ft- ' • 1 mardiers but tensions height- 

.•** . ened after a car driven by stu- 
.C; "'= - ^ dents crashed into a roadblock 

> •'; injuring three troops. The mili- 

tary responded with volleys of 
shots over the students’ heads. 
Other students were viciously 
-"-V-ilied in beaten by security forces. 

.*bosdinsL- ™ poetical tensions 

come as a three-day meeting of 
the 1,000-member People’s 
■-^ Consultative Assembly de- 

g | bales reform of the political sys- 

P|1 VHn tern. The students are suspi- 

V- U. 1 Uj rious that the assembly mem¬ 

bers - mostly remnants from 
....... the defunct Suharto regime - 

' ' will shrink from the task of , 

'' 7 - ’ transforming Indonesia into a 
. “ democracy and ending the mili- 

tary’s presence in parliament. 
■j '~ : The military holds’ 75 seats. 

" The meeting is also due to set 

" “ ' ' * • dates for parliamentary and 

presidential elections. 

President Habibie is propos- 
ing elections for a new parlia- 
ment next May. a presidential 
• ' --.i poll in December of next year 

■ r : and a two five-year term limit 

$ on presidents. Parliament.is 

_' also due to rewrite legislation 

which now provides far only 
three political parties, indud- 
- . ' ■ - ing the ruling Golkar Party. 

Parties have been unable to or¬ 
ganise on a nationwide basis 
and ail electoral candidates in 
the past have been subject to 
screening by the military. 

Today's Indonesia has an 
uncanny resemblance .to the 
Sukarno era of the early 1960s 
when a plethora of parties re¬ 
sulted in political chaos. There 
are now more than 60 parties 
in post-Suharto. Indonesia. 
None of the new ones is repre¬ 
sented in the parliament 



A Buddhist monk lands a karate chop 
on a bodyguard hired to protect lead¬ 
ing monks at ChogyeTemple in Seoul 
yesterday on the eve of elections to 
chose the bead of Sooth Korea's larg¬ 
ed Buddhist congregation. About 500 
dissidents fought their way through a 


Rebel monks capture temple 


phalanx of 200 bodyguards, hired by 
Song Wokju, the Chogye Order's lead¬ 
er. Scampering up ladders and break¬ 
ing through the five-storey temple’s 


windows, the rebels threw out the Ven¬ 
erable Song's supporters - who Cried 
to repel them with water hoses - in a 
bid to force him not to run today as a 


candidate to stay Most Venerable of 
the Chogye Order. The sect restricts of¬ 
fice holders to two terms, but Vener¬ 
able Song, seeking a third, claims 
time spot abroad after disagree¬ 
ments with the previous Government 
should not counL (Reuters) 


Cheated Beijing 
investors protest 

Beijing: About 2X1 angry investors cheated in a multimil- 
lion-pound futures market scam marched through the Chi¬ 
nese capital, but the police formed a human wall io keep them 
away from Tiananmen Square flames Pringle writes). 

Thousands of workers invested their life savings in the Bei¬ 
jing-based Xin Guo Da futures company, attracted by ihe 
promise of monthly interest payments of up to 30 per'cent. 
The firm, which was run by a Taiwan resident, closed with¬ 
out warning in August. The demonstration ended at the offic¬ 
es of Xinhua where the protesters said that the news agency 
.had reported unfairly on ihe case. They added that the Gov- 
cm mem was trying to wash its hands of responsibility. 

Turkish bank scandal 

Istanbul Turkey's three-party coalition was on the verge of 
collapse after accusations that officials had conspired with 
business figures and the criminal underworld to fix the pub¬ 
lic auction of a state bank for E3S5 million (Andrew Finkel 
writes). Deruz Baykal, leader of a fourth party, threatened to 
withdraw support unless Mesut Yilmaz, the Prime Minister, 
resigned today. The Democratic Party promised its MPs a 
free vote should the Cabinet brave a confidence motion. 

China rebukes Clinton 

Beijing: China reacted angrily to a meeting between Presi¬ 
dent Clinton and the Dalai lama, the Tibetan leader, at the 
White House (James Pringle writes). It also lodged a protest 
over a meeting in Taipei between Bill Richardson. US Energy 
Secretary, and President Lee Teng Hui. China regards Tai¬ 
wan as a renegade province. The Fbreign Ministry said: “We 
cannot accept this." The meeting with the Dalai Lama may 
set back hope of an initiative on the future of occupied Tibet. 

‘Kidnap’ man found 

Johannesburg: A man believed to have been captured during 
an attack on an Angolan diamond mine has walked out of the 
jungle unharmed, the Canadian mining firm said. Franco 
Atones, an Angolan holding South African residence status, 
entered the mining town of Luca pa. about 12 miles southeast 
of the Yetwene mine. He was among five employees believed 
to have been captured by armed men who attacked the mine 
on Sunday, killing eight, including two Britons. (Reuters) 

Screw loose on Mir 


Moscow: Russian space officials 
said Gennadi Padalka and Sergei 
Avdeyev. two cosmonauts on the 
Mir space station, right, completed 
a difficult six-hour spacewalk des¬ 
pite being thwarted in one job by 
the lack of a screwdriver. Itar-Tass 
said they fulfilled several tasks, in¬ 
cluding installing a device made by 
French schoolchildren to colled me¬ 
teorite fragments. A French cosmo¬ 
naut wiU retrieve them when he vis¬ 
its Mir early next year. (Reuters) 



Pakistan offers to end nudear arms race Rebe,s firebomb car 


From Christopher Thomas 

- -IN DELHI 

PAKISTAN has offered not to deploy 
nudear weapons if India promises to 
follow suit. It is the first sign of hope 
that the two countries might be per¬ 
suaded to curb their race to become the 
first to deploy nudear arms. 

“We are willing not to deploy nuclear 
weapons if India would do the same,” 
Sartaj Aziz, the Pakistani Foreign Min¬ 
ister. said in an interview with the 
state-run Associated Press of Pakistan. 

He said that Pakistan had proposed 
to India last month “a framework that 
we call strategic restraint and we hope 
India will respond to that". The inter¬ 


view was dearly designed to create a 
more co-operative atmosphere before 
Nawaz Sharif, the Pakistani Prime 
Minister, meets President Clinton in 
Washington next month. 

Mr (Hinton's derision last weekend 
partly to Kfr sanctions against India 
and Pakistan, imposed after both coun¬ 
tries detonated nuclear devices last 
May, has been designed both to make 
it more politically possible for Islama¬ 
bad and Delhi to make concessions 
and to save Pakistan from collapse. 
The sanctions have severely hurt an al¬ 
ready shattered economy, whereas In¬ 
dia’s much larger and more protected 
economy had barely been affected. 

Mr Aziz said that there was a long 


way to go before there could be an 
agreement on non-deployment “One 
should not pin too high a hope (on the 
US visit) because the issues are com¬ 
plex," he said. 

Pakistan is expected to agree to sign 
the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty in 
response to the easing of sanctions and 
India probably will follow suit late next 
year. A ban on fissile materials under 
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, 
however, is likely to prove more diffi¬ 
cult to attain since both countries seem 
determined to press ahead with their 
nudear weapons programmes. India 
has pledged never to export nudear ma¬ 
terials or expertise. 

Mr Clinton eased the sanctions after 


saying that both countries had moved 
towards agreeing not to carry out fur¬ 
ther nudear tests. The US Embassy in 
Delhi said that “Washington appreci¬ 
ates India's commitment to non-prolif¬ 
eration. reflected in its effective system 
of export controls and applauds India’s 
support for enhancing its export-con¬ 
trol system”. 

Pakistan has technically defaulted al¬ 
ready on some of its overseas debts as 
it wrestles with the worst economic cri¬ 
sis in its 51-year history as a state. 
There have been fears of nationwide 
street protests because of the soaring 
prices of essential goods since the nucle¬ 
ar blasts and the imposition of interna¬ 
tional penalties. 


Algiers: Suspected Muslim rebels stopped a car. hosed the 
vehide with petrol and set it ablaze, burning to death three oc¬ 
cupants. newspapers reported. In another attack, dissidents 
stormed a hamlet in the western province of Tlemcen, slash¬ 
ing the throats of three villagers, including two girls aged two 
and 13. The attackers shot and wounded two other villagers 
as they fled and set off a bomb when an ambulance passed, 
wounding a doctor. (Reuters) 

Iran star’s best shot 

Tehran: An Iranian footballer has been exempted from 
military service for scoring a goal in a World Cup match 
against the United States. Mehdi Mahdavi-Kia. 22, scored 
Iran's second goal in their historic 2-1 victory in France in 
June. The star, known as the “Bull”, has been sought by sev-. 
eral topTorcign dubs, but could not leave the country because 
he had not completed mandatory military service. (AFP) 
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! BODY AND MIND 

Dr Thomas 
Stuttaford 

reports on 
seaweed and 
cellulite; prostate 
cancer; children 
and discipline; 
hepatitis B; the 
benefits of tea 

Is kelp a 
magical 
cure for 
cellulite? 


T he only obvious associa¬ 
tion between the sheep 
nibbling seaweed on the 
shores of the island of 
Scalpay and catwalk fashion mod¬ 
els is that both are thin. Even so. 
shepherds in the Highiands and 
islands swear that the fleece of 
sheep but have grazed on blad- 
derwrack (Fuats vesiadosus ), 
locally known as ketp/has a quali¬ 
ty all of its own, and that the sea¬ 
weed improves the flavour of the 
meat and the general health of 
the stock. 

Our forebears were not dismis¬ 
sive of the virtues of kelp. It was 
thought to relieve arthritis and to 
combat obesity and goitre. Its 
effect on cellulite was unknown 
but, in those Rubenesque times, a 
bit of subcutaneous fiat was all to 
the good. Kelp had other uses, 
too. It was sold for fodder, as fuel 
and as a source of iodine and pot¬ 
ash in the 18th and early 19th cen¬ 
turies. when it provided a remark¬ 
able income for the Macdonalds 
of Scalpay. Not only the sheep 
thrived, for die son of the house 
became Wellington’s adjutant- 
general. and his son the Lord 
Advocate of Scotland. 

Now almost magical powers 
are again being claimed for kelp, 
as it is one of die main constitu¬ 
ents of Cellasene capsules, which 
have taken Australia by storm. It 
has been reported this week that 
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these capsules will achieve mira¬ 
cles for women suffering from 
what fashion writers term “celiu- 
Ute”. It is said that Cellasene tab¬ 
lets, manufactured in Italy, are 
disappearing as quickly from 
pharmacy shelves in Australia as 
fat is from beneath the skin of 
thighs, hips and arms of the over¬ 
weight 

The herbal capsules do not only 
contain seaweed. Another constit¬ 
uent is gingko biloba extract 
which, it is recorded, has been 
prepared from the leaves of the 
Chinese fossil tree for more than 
2£00 years. Gingko triloba is rec¬ 
ommended for ageing patients 
whose memory is failing from a 
diminishing cerebral blood sup¬ 
ply, as well as for txnple who are 
suffering from fluid retention. 
The capsules also contain such 
standard herbal ingredients as 
antioxidant biflavunoids extract¬ 
ed from grape seeds, sweet clover 
and evening primrose oiL fish oil 
and led thin. 

Cellulite is not a medical term 
and talk of it maddens some of 
my colleagues. But it is a term 
that is readily understood, even if 
its alleged causes axe scientific 
nonsense. When people eat more 
than they need, hit stores are laid 
down — and one place where fat 
accumulates is beneath the skin, 
producing die dimpling effect 

The reason why some people 



Hope for the heavy: al thoug h there is no firm scientific evidence, studies on the ability of kelp to assist weight loss are encouraging 


put on fat around their midriff 
and internally like bubble-wrap 
around the internal organs while 
others accumulate it on their 
arms and legs are complex and lit¬ 
tle understood. The different 
ways in which people cany ex¬ 
cess weight affects their longevity 
—it is better to gain weight on the 
limbs than in or around the abdo¬ 
men, and the diet of those with a 
girth of more than 40 inches 
needs urgent attention. 

So far as doctors are concerned, 
if a patient is overweight, the pres¬ 
ence or absence of cellulite is im¬ 


material and what the patient 
needs is not a magic Cellasene 
capsule but a disciplined ap¬ 
proach when confronted fry but¬ 
ter. cream, or bacon and eggs. 
But do the Cellasene capsules 
work? 

The kelp is rich in iodine and 
may stimulate the thyroid in 
those who have underactive thy¬ 
roid glands. Its advocates claim 
that it increases the rate of meta¬ 
bolism in many people, too. They 
also claim that gingko biloba 
stimulates fat metabolism and 
that it, as well as sweet dover, is a 


mild diuretic, thereby reducing 
oedema. 

As is so often the case with com¬ 
plementary medicine, there are 
as yet no fully scientific clinical tri¬ 
als. Without these, the value of 
this herbal mixture cannot be as¬ 
sessed. It is, however, interesting 
that as long ago as 1976 an uncon¬ 
trolled trial in Italy showed that 
there was appreciable weight re¬ 
duction in patients taking kelp. 
More recently there has been a 
small, uncontrolled trial at the 
University of Pavia, also in Italy, 
which studied the figures of 25 
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Plant vaccine 
sought for 
hepatitis B 

ALTHOUGH hepatitis B is 
less common in the United 
Kingdom than in many other 
parts of the world, there are 
still 50,000 carriers of the 
disease in this country. 
Throughout the world there 
are 350 million chronic 
carriers — all of whom are 
infectious, even if they have 
no symptoms. And many are 
unaware that they have had 
the viral infection. 

Hepatitis B is a hundred 
times more infectious than 
HIV and, worldwide, the 
largest single cause of 
malignancy. Its complications 
are the ninth most common 
cause of death. Chronic 
carriers can develop cirrhosis 
and cancer of the liver. 

In many countries 
vaccination against the 
disease is routine In areas 
where there is reluctance to 
instigate a vaccination 
campaign, it may be related 
to parents' unwillingness to 
subject their chfidren to yet 
more injections. This week it 
was announced that a 
programme has been 
launched that would carry 
out research into an edible 
plant vaccine for hepatitis B. 
Work will start in 
Cambridge, where a team 
win work alongside 
American researchers fr om 
the Roswefl Park Cancer 
Institute in Buff ala New 
York State. 

Mice used in the first 
experiments responded wdL 
Mice and men are very 
different but there is every 
reason to suppose that in 
respect of the hepatitis B 
vaccination, they will behave 
in a similar way. Clinical 
trials are doc to start some 
time next year. 



Children need discipline and affection 


healthy female patients with a 
mean age of 38. 

The patients continued eating 
normally with, so far as is possi¬ 
ble. an exactly similar diet and 
with physical activity rates that 
had been kept constant After 
eight weeks the women lost on av¬ 
erage. 5 per cent of the girth of 
their thighs. 5 per cent of their hip 
measurements but 30 per cent of 
their subcutaneous fat The manu¬ 
facturers claim that blood flow to 
the skin increased by 45 per cent, 
which should also improve die 
skin's appearance. 


Black tea as high in antioxidants as green 


A GROUP of food scientists 
met recently in Washington 
DC to discuss tea. The most 
important message that came 
from the gathering was that 
the well-known health advan¬ 
tages of drinking green tea 
also apply to black lea. 

When l am offered a cup of 
tea in the office, in a patient’s 
house or on returning home af¬ 
ter an exhausting evening, it is 
going to be the black variety 
rather than the green. Both 
teas are derived from the same 
plant but have slightly differ¬ 
ent chemical compositions. 

Despite these differences, re¬ 
search has shown that black 
tea has comparable antioxi¬ 
dant activity when measured 
against the more exotic green. 
The advantages of these anti¬ 
oxidants, which are flavonoids 


and polyphenols, are similar 
to those derived from fruit and 
vegetables. Research from Lon¬ 
don and from Boston In the 
US showed that these tea- 
borne antioxidants were in 
many cases more effective 
than those in vegetables. 
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In aid of 
prostate 
disease 


THE CITY OF LONDON usually empties 
at night, but this evening not ail the 
financial entrepreneurs whose jobs are 
beyond the comprehension of those outside 
their world will be rushing home to 
Guildford or Colchester. There is a waiting 
list for a dinner in aid of prostate research at 
the Gibson Hall in Threadueedle Street this 
evening, organised by the medical charity . 
Remedi. So great has been the demand for 
places that this may well become an annual 
event Its success has proved that the days 
when prostate cancer, and the much more 
common problem of the benign enlargement 
of the prostate, could be described as the 
“silent diseases" have passed. 

Until recently. 70 per cent of men diagnosed 
as suffering from the disease had already 
had it so long that the cancer had spread 
beyond the gland, and the prospects of 
long-term survival were very poor. The 
diners in Threadneedie Street have much to 
be grateful for, as in the past year several 
studies have confirmed the value of testing 
for prostatic cancer by carrying out a simple 
blood test the PSA (prostatic specific 
antigen), followed, if necessary, by M 

ultrasound and other tests. i* 

For the first time in America, where 70 per 
cent of men are now aware of their'PSA, 
figures show that die death rate from 
prostate cancer has fallen fry 6.9 per cent In 
Britain, fry contrast, few men are aware that 
once they are over 40 or 50, if there is a 
family history of prostatic disease; an 
annual PSA is an important check. The 
death rate from cancer of the prostate here 
continues to climb ominously; at the current 
rate of increase, the annual death rate of 
10,000 will have doubted in 20 years. 

MORE than 60 per cent of those in whom 
tire tumour is diagnosed die within five 
years and, on average, such patients wfll 
have lost 72 years of their expected 
lifespans. The research that the Gty will be 
backing is likely to be directed towards 
finding even more accurate ways of detecting ,- |r 
the cancer at a stage when treatment win be « 
curative. Early radical surgery, or 
radiotherapy, will amble most of those with 
early tumours to have a life expectancy 
similar to that of their contemporaries. The 
PSA test is not ideal but even now gives as 
good a result as other screening devices, 
such as mammography and cervical smears, 
did in their early days. The problem is that 
the PSA increases in conditions other than 
cancer. Thus some men undergo 
uncomfortable tests that with hindsight 
prove unnecessary. If the PSA test can be 
made more precise so that people who have 
been investigated without due cause is 
reduced, any opposition to this screening will 
be obviated. Prostatic research also studies 
problems caused by benign enlargement of 
the prostate, which affects all men if they 
five long enough. In the past few years. 4 

advances in treatment enable surgery to be V 
safely postponed in many cases. Tablets are 
becoming the first choice of treatment 

Love conquers all 

DISCUSSION about being a good parent in¬ 
evitably leads to the issue of discipline. 
Research has shown that in general, both too 
much or too little is detrimental. The overdisci¬ 
plined child is at an even greater disadvantage 
than one raised too leniently. 

Strictness and leniency are of lesser impor¬ 
tance than the quality of the parentis’ love, so 
an affectionately loving parent who is too se¬ 
vere or too liberal is unlikely to do as much 
damage as a smothering or indifferent parent 

Children need guidelines. They need to 
know when their behaviour is becoming unac¬ 
ceptable and they should be warned of this be¬ 
fore confrontation has been reached. 

They need to rely on their parents and so 
have to feel that the latter are stronger and j, 
more surefooted in their passage through life t . 
than they are. On the other hand, parents can 
frustrate a child appallingly if the child is for¬ 
ever curtailed and not allowed to use his or her 
enterprise. 

A golden rule is to ay to avoid trouble by dis¬ 
tracting the child and by finding outlets, so 
that any anger and resentment he or she feels 
can be displaced. A child may feel like hitting 
a younger sibling, but may be prepared to for¬ 
go the pleasure for a game of rough and tum¬ 
ble with Dad. 
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Taking milk in tea does not di¬ 
lute the medical power of the 
antioxidants, which are re¬ 
leased from the tea leaves with¬ 
in five minutes of brewing. 

Antioxidants are useful in 
combating heart disease and 
malignant diseases. 




If you've got any 
seme, you'U get 

professional 

advice” 



m oe etr tex t in my anhte. Aty consultant was . 
amazed tcbenbesea&me. He dtdn 7 think 
so me o ne tvBbmy injuries umdetbave been able 
torndhsosoonandtasdeedforit^ormaxton 
about the device.' 

- A leading m edical engineer for the NHS aakfc - 
7 ha v e seen a reduction of inflammation 


What my older, wiser brother said about 

“IMPOTENCE, 
TREATMENT and ME” 


results that /fed the APS Device will go from 
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patie nts need to taker" 


Our programme to Sri Lanka offers a superb dunce of holidays lo 
suit all budgets. 

• 7 night Cultural Tour • Beautiful Beach Resorts 
• Combinations with Dubai and Maldives. 

Holidays are available on Air Lanka, Emirates & charter flights. 
7 nights Tour + Six nights Beach from 029 
dry ^ For tbmdam packed uithaeik 


A third of men over 58 
suffer with this problem, he 
aid. So no wonder the media 
a/e full of it. However, he 
went on. you would be wise to 
seek professional advice from 
qualified people who specialise 
in treating this embarrassing 
condition successfully. 

The WellMan Clinic has 


the wisdom which comes 
from years of experience in 
this field. 

Call 0171 637 zo *8 now 
and fix an appointment. 

They will cell you all you 
need to know abour the 
most appropriate treatment 
for your particular needs. 

Do it now! 


ABiBB <i*nra* 


0181 423 3000 


The WellMan Cunic of weymouth street 

London win jfa 

hup.ilwufu ■. wellmj n cli nic.detnon. co. uk 
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6 1 didn’t 
think it 
was 
right to 
keep 
clothes 
on’ 


Nicole Kidman on nudity, 
children, short men and 
being pursued. Interview by 
Christa D’Souza of Vogue 
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D uring the sell-out 
run of The Blue 
Room, a lot of peo¬ 
ple in London 
liked to think that they could 
call themselves New Best 
Friend to its star. Nioole Kid¬ 
man. But how many can say 
they have been with her to the 
lavatory? For that is exactly 
what Nicole so graciously in¬ 
vited me to do. 

And what a strange experi¬ 
ence it was, yelling to each oth¬ 
er over adjoining stalls to over¬ 
come our shyness, then bolt¬ 
ing back upstairs to our table, 
with me trailing in her John¬ 
son’s Baby Lotion-smelling 
wake. Just like a couple of silly 
schoolgirls. That’s the kind of 
person Nicole Kidman is. 

At Kidman’s suggestion, we 
are silting upstairs at The 
Union, a members-only club 
in Soho. It is hard not to drink 
in every detail. I felt the same 
way when I first caught a 
glimpse of her at the first- 
night party for The Blue 
Room. Sheathed in a long, 
black, backless dress, her half- 
straightened curls scraped be¬ 
hind her ears and cascading 
over her alabaster shoulders, 
she spent the first part of the 
evening deep in conversation 
with her husband, Tom 
Cruise. This was because no¬ 
body — apart from Michael 
Winner and a table of Austral¬ 
ian tourists who happened to 
be having dinner in the adjoin¬ 
ing restaurant, and for whom 
Nicole obligingly signed a 
tablecloth — dared to say hel¬ 
lo. What does one say to one of 
the most famous couples in the 
world? 

She looks very different to¬ 
day. although no less extraor¬ 
dinary. Her tail, slim body is 
sheathed in a long, woollen tu¬ 
nic by Narriso Rodriguez and 
an ankle-length tweed skirt, 
the dernier cri in fashion but a 
hard look for anyone other 
than a model. Her strawberry 
blonde hair is pinned into an 
untidy chignon, her feet en¬ 
cased in a pair of brown 
brogues. Her mascara has 
smudged slightly on.one side. 

How exposed she must feel, 
with everyone looking. Particu¬ 
larly now that she has to get 
naked on stage every night, 
with every member of the audi¬ 
ence, women included, wish¬ 
ing they could use binoculars 
for an even closer look. 

“It was so embarrassing at 
first,” she says. “But lain 
JGlen. her co-starl and I had 
made a deal. He thought his 
character should be nakal 

and I didn’t think it was right 

that I kept my clothes on-al¬ 
though we didn’t take them oft 
until two days before the pre¬ 
views. Of course, m character 
Im not even aware oft-” 
Someone had half-jokingly 
told me that I would be able to 
tell that 31-year old Kidman 
was a Scientologist by her eyes 
- a slight glassiness would 
give it all away. But 1 see noth- 

htgof the kind: hereyesareob- 

viously made up 
fit, and just a touch bloodshot- 
This may be due to the ster¬ 
oids she was 

act the effect of antibiotics,^!! 

if might also be because she 
had a little cry last 
More than 60 photographers 
converged on the doorstep of 
SeCriSses’rentwi house over¬ 
looking Regent's Park after 
Kg out that heroic Tom 
had chased some .muggers 

who had stolen a neighbour. 


jewellery. 

“Tom wasn’t even in the 
country. They were a week late 
. with the story.” says Kidman 
angrily. “And here I am. by 
myself, taking care of the kids. 
They can do what they want to 
me — wait for me outside the 
theatre, or whatever. But with 
the little ones they have to be 
more respectful." 

So what does that mean? A 
move back to their $5 million 
hideaway in Pacific Palii- 
sades? 

“Nah. nah.” she shrugs, in 
her strong Australian accent 
“Itll go away. I love living 
here. LA is much worse for us. 
with all those stalkeraxzi every¬ 
where.” 

Really? So she is not the hos¬ 
tage we had all imagined.She 
can. if she wishes, have Des 
the driver drop her and Tom 
off at the Met Bar or Momo 
and bank on having a relative¬ 
ly civilised time? 

“Ye-eh. Abso-lutely.” insists 
Kidman, then qualifies her¬ 
self. “I’m not the kind of per¬ 
son who gets mobbed like 
Madonna. People do give you 
space here. I take my k ids to 
the park almost every day. I sit 
and talk to other mothers. I’m 
not a recluse. 1 love going out 
meeting new people, talking to 
them. If I lost the ability to do 
all that I’d give it all up." 

Nicole Kidman has always 
been extraordinarily deter¬ 
mined. Hell-bent by the age of 
three on becoming a ballet 
dancer, she was prepared to 



Nicole Kidman: disciplined enough not to be overwhelmed by waves of self-doubt and insecurity 
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Jackpot the Sun Pavilion, Harrogate, is a beneficiary 

Who’s winning 
the lottery? 


L ove it or loaihe it. the National 
Lottery is slowly transform¬ 
ing the landscape. Four years 
old next week, it has proved a fear¬ 
some money-making machine, creat¬ 
ing 686 new millionaires and paying 
out more than £9 billion in prizes. 
Ticket sales are fast approaching 
£20 billion. Yet money raised for 
good causes is taking painfully long 
to trickle out. and not everyone is 
happy with the end-result. 

About £6 billion has been paid to 
the National Lottery Distribution 
Fund (NLDF), from which die mon¬ 
ey flows to sport, the arts, charities, 
national heritage and the 
Millennium Commis¬ 
sion. With interest, the 
pot has swelled to £6.5 bil¬ 
lion, only £2.9 billion of 
which has been paid out 
The balance remains sit¬ 
ting on deposit — scandal¬ 
ously, in the eyes of some. 

How the money is 
spent is the theme of the 
new £12 million advertis¬ 
ing campaign from 
Camelot, the lottery oper¬ 
ator, which debuts on tele¬ 
vision tonight The idea is 
to show that there are — ^^ — 
winners both in prizes 
and through the good causes. 

The lottery is making its mark in 
some unlikely comers. Money is be¬ 
ing channelled into stained glass 
windows, bannisters, glasswork and 
hedgerows. And at Swan age, in Dor¬ 
set it is hard to miss the newly-re- 
stored Victorian pier — one of 439 
projects completed by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund. Grants worth £ 1.2 bil¬ 
lion have been awarded, of which 
£350 million has been handed over. 

-The Millennium Commission has 
released only £263million of £1-2 bil¬ 
lion set aside for capital projects (ex¬ 
cluding the £449 million for the 
Millennium Dome.) But of 189 
projects on 3,000 sites, 23 have been 
completed 


There is a 
fear of 
Britain 
littered 
with 
follies 


The Arts Council of England has 
allocated E910 million to buildings, 
musical instruments, and other capi¬ 
tal projects. Of this, £507 million has 
been drawn. Waverley, in Surrey, 
for example, boasts a new arts 
centre. 

The English Sports Council has 
awarded £766 million to 2.730 capi¬ 
tal applications — boats, buildings 
and land — of which £355 million 
has been paid out Lottery pounds 
are being reincarnated as swim¬ 
ming pools, cricket pari lions and 
clubhouses. 

The National Lottery Charities 
_ Board (NLCB) was al¬ 
ways going to prove a sit¬ 
ting target Long delays 
in processing applica¬ 
tions have led to accusa¬ 
tions of inefficiency. 
Much has been made of 
awards to homosexuals 
and prostitutes. On pa¬ 
per, however, Lhe NLCB 
record compares favoura¬ 
bly. Of £930 million com¬ 
mitted to applicants, 
£459 million has been 
handed over. 

A sixth good cause, the 
______ New Opportunities 

Fund, will channel mon¬ 
ey to health, education and environ¬ 
mental projects. The first awards, 
some for cancer treatment are due 
next spring. The new mood is spread¬ 
ing to all the funding bodies, with 
the emphasis shifting towards peo¬ 
ple and activities, rather than build¬ 
ings. There is to be a greater focus on 
reducing social deprivationand the 
raising of "matching" funds will be¬ 
come less onerous. 

Judging whether the cash is being 
spent wisely will become easier with 
time—but the fear remains that Brit¬ 
ain might be littered with expensive 
follies: theatres and art centres with¬ 
out the funds to keep them running. 

Jon Ashworth 


Janelle. a nurse educator and 
staunch feminist, was fiercely 
committed to the cause and. to 
Nicole's embarrassment was 
forever questioning her daugh¬ 
ters’ teachers on their methods 
of Teaching. 

Kidman was a slightly eccen¬ 
tric child who fantasised about 
playing the wicked witch, as 
opposed to Dorothy, and who 
describes herself as having felt 
on the outside of the group. 

Nicknamed “Storky” be¬ 
cause of her height. she recalls 
dreading the game of spin the 
bottle because all the boys 
thought she was too tall to kiss 
— “I’ve always had a thing for 
short men," she slyly confess¬ 
es. That said, by the time she 
was 14, she had come to the at¬ 


tiring at all. Finding them is 
harder than it might appear. 

"People don’t necessarily 
want to be friends," she says. 
’They want to know things — 
not so much about me, but 
about Torn- You know the 
kind who ask lots of questions 
at dinner parties? The thing is, 
I’m trusting. I'm not on the 
lookout If you're brought up 
in Australia, you tend to be 
very blunt and open. And I’m 
very Australian." 


Wi 


‘If you’re brought up in Australia 
you tend to very blunt and open, 
and I’m very Australian’ 


do anything to fulfil her 
dreams. Joel Schumacher, her 
director on Batman Forever. 
rails; her an “obsessive compul¬ 
sive”: Gus Van Sam, who 
directed To Die For. could not 
believe the lengths she would 
go to in order to get the lead 
role (as the fiercely ambitious 
weathergirl who murders her 
husband to get ahead in televi¬ 
sion), while the painstakingly 
produced audition video she 
prepared for the makers of 
Ghost has become part of 
Hollywood legend. 

Some people may call tins 
behaviour pushy. Some tall it 
practical. Kidman is an uber- 
woman, yes, bm only because 
she has always been disci¬ 
plined enough not to be over¬ 
whelmed by the waves of self¬ 
doubt and insecurity which 
paralyse the rest of us. 

art of this may have 
to do with the way 
she was brought up. 
Born m Hawaii and 
on Sydney* North 
Shore, she and her sister Anto* 
nia an entertainment report¬ 
er had an unorthodox but con- 
sisteni childhood. Her father 
was a biochemistry 

SgS’Srf /- S 

tides as MonapngUnvfd 
Hate and Familv Life. Atop 
ine to Change. Terrified that 
his daughters would grow up 
w^edy. he insisted on 50 push¬ 
ups before school every morn¬ 
ing and forced them to walk 
ratiier than to take the bus. 
Their mother, the redoubtable 


P 

raised 


lecturer, 

self-help 


tendon of the director Jane 
Campion (who later cast her in 
Portrait of A Lady) and by 18. 
after her appearance in a hit 
TV minj-series called Viet¬ 
nam, was a kind of teen idol, 
forever being photographed 
with the hunkiest Australian 
soap star of the day. 

Everything changed, howev¬ 
er. when Tom Cruise saw her 
in Philip Noyce's masterpiece 
Dead Calm. Looking for a 
leading lady for Days of Thun¬ 
der. he had Nicole flown over 
immediately. By 1990 he had 
announced a separation from 
his first wife, Mimi Rogers. 
And less than a year later, 
when Nicole was 23, the pair 
wed in Colorado, including in 
their vows the promise never 
to spend longer than two 
weeks apart from each other. 

Maddeningly, they claim 
still to fancy each other and 
are devoted to their two adopt¬ 
ed children. Isabella, five, and 
Connor, three. In fact, she 
wakes the children on return¬ 
ing from the theatre so that the 
four of them can curl up in bed 
with ice-cream, biscuits and 
cereal P love eating cereal at 
night”). Perhaps the apparent 
perfection of such images is be¬ 
hind the spurious rumours 
about their fertility and sexual¬ 
ity which prompted the recent 
libel settlement. Kidman re¬ 
veals that her husband would 
like to have four children, and 
that she hopes to be pregnant 
one day. One senses that she 
would like to find some genu¬ 
ine- friends in London with 
whom she can discuss any- 


■hich is perhaps 
why she sticks to 
her roots. She is 
very dose, for ex¬ 
ample, to Jane Campion, a fel¬ 
low Antipodean with whom 
she catches up between work 
commitments. Then there are 
Rebecca and Naomi, her two 
best friends since the age of 12. 
“We all have holidays together 
with our husbands and chil¬ 
dren." she explains. “Some¬ 
times we pull in another cou¬ 
ple, but we’re the core group. 
We have just planned Christ¬ 
mas together, and for Tom’s 
last birthday we all rented this 
house in the country and laid 
cm a huge Tuscan feast got 
drunk, ate, laughed.. ” 

We have some time, so 1 sug¬ 
gest that we go shopping. 
There must be a Space NK 
near here. But Nicole thinks 
we ought to look at books, so 
we set off for Foyles, with 
beads swivelling a second too 
late for Kidman to notice. 

When we part she is clutch¬ 
ing Captain Corelli’s Mando¬ 
lin, me with Beloved by Toni 
Morrison (which she insisted 
on buying for me). We ex¬ 
change phone numbers, Kid¬ 
man having suggested that we 
get back together when Tom 
gets bade, That's Nicole Kid¬ 
man. my New Best Friend. 

• Christa PSouza, copyright The 

Condi' Nast Publications Ltd 



This is an edited extract 
from an article in the 
December issue of 
British Vogue, on 
sale tomorrow 
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Taming an 
unruly 
Celtic fringe 

The new Unionism needs 
work, says Magnus Linklater 


E noch RjwelTs famous 
dictum — “power de¬ 
volved is power re¬ 
tained”—may need rewriting. 
For Downing Street these 
days, power devolved must 
seem a bit like mercury. Once 
it escapes, getting it back into 
the tube is the devil's own 
business. In Wales, in Scot¬ 
land. even in 1 London, the 
process of handing it over, 
while retaining control at the 
centre, is becoming a night¬ 
mare; some ministers seem 
almost to wish they could 
reverse the process. However, 
as the late Robert Maxwell 
was fond of saying. ”You can 
only lose your virginity once." 

It has taken the resignation 
of Ron Davies to confirm an 
uncomfortable truth for this 
Government — that to win 
popular support in the soon- 
tohedevolved areas of the 
United Kingdom, it pays to 
distance yourself from the 
centre. The very qualities that 
make Downing Street pro¬ 
foundly uneasy about Rhodri 
Morgan, who is trying to 
become leader of the Welsh 
Labour Party, are those that 
bolster his standing in Wales. 
His opinions are as unruly as 
his hairstyle; he bears distinct 
traces of old La¬ 
bour he professes 
little respect for 
spin-doctors; and 
he has been rude 
about Peter Mau¬ 
de Ison. Attempts to 
stitch together a 
voting system that 
would select Down¬ 
ing Street’s pre¬ 
ferred candidate. 

Alun Michael, 
have foundered on 
Mr Morgan's in¬ 
transigence. His 
own beguiling proposal is 
known as democracy, in the 
form of one man one vote. This 
he would probably win. 

Yet everything Mr Morgan 
stands for flies in the face of 
two aims that Tony Blair 
holds dear; proclaiming the 
virtues of the Union and 
holding the Labour Party 
together. The idea of a modern¬ 
ised Union has become a 
critical issue for the Prime 
Minister, who is not, by 
instinct, a devolutionist He 
needs to rely on those who are 
delivering policy in Scotland, 
Wales, and indeed in London, 
because he is only too aware of 
the risks to a united Britain if 
matters get out of hand. 

It is not just that the 
independence parties in Scot¬ 
land and Wales might take 
over. The strains within La¬ 
bour might become intolera¬ 
ble if policy devolved too far 
from the centre. Everything 

that Mr Blair has fought for in 
building a disciplined and. in 
his view, electable, organisa¬ 
tion would begin to founder if 
the ojd party factions on the 
Left "were allowed to creep 
back again. Hence thedetermh 
nation that Ken Livingstone's 
attempt to become mayor of 
London must be stopped; the 
desperate search for an elec¬ 
tion system that will hand the 
Welsh job to Mr Michael; and 
the rigorous selection process 
that eliminated Dennis Cana- 
van, MP for Falkirk West, 
from the list of candidates for 
a Scottish parliament. 

Maddeningly for Mr Blair, 
the renegade candidates com¬ 
mand support where it mat¬ 


ters — at home. The more No 
10 briefs against them, the 
more popular they grow. Mr 
Cana van, who has announced 
his intention to mount an 
independent election cam¬ 
paign. will pick up votes 
simply because people did not 
like the rigorous new Labour 
process which ensured that he 
was excluded. Mr Morgan is 
benefiting from behind-the- 
scenes manipulation of the 
Welsh selection process. And 
Mr Livingstone makes capital 
out of the new rules proposed 
to make his candidacy more 
difficult to mount 
Pan of this distaste for 
central control stems from the 
popularity of devolution. It 
has caught on to an extent that 
the Government may nor have 
envisaged, and votes are won 
by promoting it in its most 
vigorous form rather than by 
explaining the more subtle 
merits or maintaining West¬ 
minster's status. Hence the 
popularity of the Scottish Na¬ 
tional Party and Plaid Cymru 
which propose the most ex¬ 
treme form of decentralisation 
— independence. To combat 
them Labour has to set out a 
more complex, even daring, 
strategy. When Mr Blair 
speaks at Strath¬ 
clyde University to¬ 
morrow, he will 
develop ideas ex¬ 
plored by Gordon 
Brown and one of 
his advisers, the 
Paisley MP Doug¬ 
las Alexander. 

Labour intends 
to challenge the 
narrow vision of¬ 
fered by the nation¬ 
alists and point out 
the inadequacies of 
their economic poli¬ 
cies. It wifi propose a modern¬ 
ised Union that includes a 
wide diversity of cultures, and 
it will emphasise the solidarity 
that being British offers to the 
citizens of every part of the 
UK. particularly in die uncer¬ 
tain economic climate that lies 
ahead. It will promote the 
benefits of maintaining dose 
links with London, while point¬ 
ing out that in its modern form 
the Union will be a multilay¬ 
ered institution giving free 
rein to the individual cultures 
within it It will also by to 
rebuild faith in politics itself, 
proposing the revolutionary 
notion that governments can i 
be a force for good. 

T his is risky territory on j 
which to campaign Pro- i 
moting the Union is not 
a vote-winning concept in 
Wales or Scotland at present 
It will only work if it is put 
across with conviction, and 
portrayed as part of an evolv¬ 
ing Britain, rather than a way 
of maintaining the status quo. 
But it requires one other 
change to succeed, and that 
must come from the Govern¬ 
ment itself, ft must demon¬ 
strate a far greater degree of 
confidence in the reality of 
devolution than it has yet 
shown. The instinct to control 
from the centre will have to be 
relaxed. The Downing Street 
machine will need to concede 
that it does not have the final 
say over every last policy 
decision. Above all, it will have 
to respect the uncomfortable 
fact that handing over power 
means handing over the right 
to do things differently. 


Blair’s foes 
are strong 
where it 
hurts him 
most — 
at home 



Why Gordon’s smiling 


The Chancellor will be saved by the 
bold Lady of Threadneedle Street 


W henever I meet a politi¬ 
cian or an industrialist 
the conversation begins 
with the same question. 
Why am 1 so confident that there will 
be no serious recession next year? 
After all, business sentiment is 
grimmer today than it was in the 
darkest days of the 1990-92 recession. 
By simply projecting this experience 
into the future, why shouldn't we 
conclude that Britain is hearting for a 
disaster comparable to 1974,1980 or 
1991 — when manufacturing output 
fell by S per cent or more, gross 
domestic product shrank by more 
than 2 per cent and unemployment 
doubled? 

One answer is simply to point out 
that the desperation expressed in 
these surveys seems so exaggerated 
that it is inherently suspicious. 
Profits may be dawn and tilings may 
be quiet in the high streets, but surely 
things are not as bad as they were in 
1991 or 1980? They are not 
fterhaps the British businessmen 
who were questioned by the Confeder¬ 
ation of British Industry in the days 
immediately after a 20 per cent drop 
in the stock market, were simply 
whingemg. as is their wont This time 
their melancholy may have been 
exaggerated by the sudden loss of 
personal wealth on stock option 
schemes. But another, more sophisti¬ 
cated, answer to the prophets of 
doom was given yesterday by 
Mervyn King, the Deputy Governor 
of the Bank of England. Mr King 
pointed out that careful econometric 
analysis does not show any simple 
correlation between business senti¬ 
ment and die economic outlook. 

There is, however, a more substan¬ 
tial reason for confidence about the 
economy which does not depend on 
the vagaries of economic forecasting 
or human nature. The most funda¬ 
mental and reliable reason why a 
recession is extremely unlikely next 
year, at least in Britain or the United 
States, is because our Governments 
and central banks are willing and 
able to ensure that a recession does 
not take place. 

At first sight, io rely on the 
omnipotence of governments and 
central bankers may seem even more 
naive than relying on the omnis¬ 
cience of forecasters and stock mar¬ 
ket investors. Governments and 
centra] banks failed to prevent the 
global recessions of 1974-75. 198082 


and 1991-91 So why should they be 
any more successful now? 

The simple answer is low inflation. 
Whenever prices are stable, govern¬ 
ments and central banks can readily 
prevent recessions. They can print 
money, slash interest rates, cut taxes 
and raise public spending. And if 
there is enough money in circulation, 
consumption, employment and in¬ 
vestment will inevitably follow. 

The fact that recessions can be 
prevented does not mean that govern¬ 
ments can do it alL They cannot 
spend their way to unlimited rales of 
long-term economic growth or eradi¬ 
cate all unemployment. There is at 
any given time a “natural” rale of 
unemployment. It is dictated by the 
skills of the work¬ 
force. the flexibility 
of working arrange¬ 
ments and the level 
of wages relative to 
profits. Those run¬ 
ning the economy 
cannot drive unem¬ 
ployment below this 
level without generat¬ 
ing inflation. 

But if the task is merely to prevent 
the economy moving too far away 
from its natural level of unemploy¬ 
ment, that’s to say preventing a 
recession, then that is entirely within 
the power of the Government and the 
central bank. 

This is one point on which both 
Keynesian and monetarist econo¬ 
mists can readily agree, as shown by 
the latest monthly review from Tim 
Congdon. one of Britain's leading 
monetarist economists, who pointed 
out that the only possible reason for a 
recession in Britain next year would 
be Bank of England incompetence. 

Why, then, do recessions happen at 
all? There are three inter-related 
answers. First, politicians and central 
bankers may simply be unaware of 
their ability to sustain economic 
growth by spending and priming 
money. That was essentially the 
problem during the 1930s and in 
many of the earlier great depres¬ 
sions. Secondly, governments and 
central banks may be prevented from 
pursuing expansionary policies by 


some external constraint. Usually the 
constraint is a fear of provoking 
inflation, but it can also be a threat of 
national bankruptcy or a currency 
peg such as the gold standard of the 
1930s or the ERM straitjacket donned 
by John Major in 1990-92. Thirdly, 
the policymakers may be willing and 
able to react but. having miscalculat¬ 
ed the pervasiveness of the economic 
weakness, they may do too little and 
too late. 

In Britain's present circumstances, 
only the third of these problems is 
relevant Nobody — at least outside 
the Bundesbank and European Cen¬ 
tral Bank — any longer disputes the 
efficacy of monetary and fiscal policy 
for managing demand. And British 
policy is not under 
any external con¬ 
straint We do not 
operate a gold stand¬ 
ard or belong to any 
currency zone and 
Britain's public fi¬ 
nances are probably 
the strongest among 
the G7 countries, giv¬ 
ing the Government 
plenty to maintain public spending, 
and allowing the Bank of England to 
cut interest rates aggressively with¬ 
out worrying about the impact of low 
interest rates on holders of sterling or 
on future customers for British 
government bonds. 

The key question that remains, 
therefore, is whether the Bank will 
act vigorously enough to maintain 
economic growth. Here, finally. I 
come to the really good news. 
Whether by luck or by judgment, 
Britain has come up with a system of 
monetary management that seems as 
likely as any in the world to produce 
the aggressive and timely changes in 
monetary policy that are needed to 
prevent recession. In giving the Bank 
of England its 2L5 per cent inflation 
target. Gordon Brown insisted, 
uniquely among the G7 Finance 
Ministers, that inflation must be 
prevented from falling significantly 
below the target, as well as rising 
above it At the time, this instruction 
seemed, at least to me, an inadequate 
assurance against the natural cau¬ 


tion of central bankers, their prefer¬ 
ence for deflation and their lust for 
power. Natural distrust of the arro¬ 
gance of independent central bankers 
was one reason why 1, for one, 
strongly disagreed with the decision 
to give independence to the Bank. 

But in setting the Bank free last 
year. Mr Brown did better than 
merely laying down a symmetrical 
inflation target He also appointed to 
the Monetary Policy Committee 
some serious academic economists 
who were disinclined to conform to 
the stereotype of deflationary Europe¬ 
an central bankers. 

They wanted to prove the effective¬ 
ness of a transparent and strictly 
symmetrical approach to monetary 
demand management, which ac¬ 
knowledged that it is as important to 
prevent a deflationary recession as to 
curb inflation. 

T he upshot was evident in 
yesterday's quarterly infla¬ 
tion report 'The inflation 
target is symmetric. The 
Monetary Policy Committee act just 
as determinedly in response to 
prospective deviations of inflation 
below target as to those above.” 

Translated into proper English, 
this means that the MFC will go on 
cutting interest rates until it is 
confident that recession is no longer a 
serious threat If hard evidence 
emerges that the grim business and 
consumer surveys are turning out to 
be right, the MFC should be willing 
to act very aggressively indeed, 
perhaps cutting interest rates by a 
foil point at a time. But once the 
economy recovers, or if the business 
surveys turn out to be wrong, the 
Bank should feel no embarrassment 
about changing direction and begin¬ 
ning to raise interest rates. The most 
important virtues in central banking 
are not conservatism and probity but 
boldness, flexibility and a willingness 
to admit mistakes. 

If the newly independent Bank of 
England aims out to possess these 
virtues, then the critics of central 
bank independence (myself included) 
should be more than happy to admit 
our mistake. Britain's whingeing 
industrialists should be happy to 
admit that they were wrong. And 
who knows, fait Britain's new mone¬ 
tary arrangements could even be¬ 
come a model for the rest of Europe 
and the world. 


oAnotolt^ 

%aletsky 


Table talk 


CLP/E ANDERSON has returned his pay cheque after making an after 
dinner speech for which he charged El 1,000 in return for 12 minutes of 
limp jokes. His performance, which failed to produce the customary 
post-prandial guffaws over house brandies and After Eights, ended with 
his audience fingering its clip-on bowties with awkward embarrassment 
Guests complained that the televisual light entertainer's jokes were about 
computer scientists. Sadly. Anderson (right) was apparently unaware that 
his audience did not consist of 
wannabe Bill Gates types, but of 
photocopier engineers. They heard 
him in silent bafflement 

The bosh was one of those 
gruesome corporate affairs at the 
Cheltenham Park Hotel. After 
receiving a complaint from Sharp, 

Anderson has returned part of his 
fee. Typically, an after dinner 
speaker (bores in the main) bang 
on for a good half hour. Baroness 
Thatcher (left) who competes with 
Derek Nimmo on the circuit 
hammers away for rather longer — 
and still earns more than El.000 a 
minute. 

'The clients said that they were 
disappointed and they would have 
liked him to have spoken for 
longer." admits the go-between 
responsible for hiring Anderson. 

‘They hoped he might speak for -10 
minutes, but he was considerably 
shorter than that.” 

The agent who toils for Ander¬ 
son. and secures more than 



£20.000 an episode for his TV chat 
show, denied the incident initially. 
Later she came dean: “We settled 
amicably. You don't want to get 
paid for work people didn’t enjoy” 
Anderson is baffled. “This is the 
first time I've made a speech which 
has not gone down well," he tells 
me. “I normally get slapped on the 
back. It was short but Sharp. There 
is a showbiz adage: leave them 
wanting more.” Well, he is a 
barrister; what can one expect? 

• HOW seriously can we take 
Michael Portillo's claim that he 



does not want William Hague's 
job? Peter Brookes, my brilliant 
colleague and fellow QPR fan, was 
called by Che ex-MP asking to buy 
his cartoon. This depicted Portillo 
with a dagger to stab Hague. 


Model men? 

THAT inspiration to Valley girls, 
Catherine Zeta Jones (right), looks 
forward to attracting a better class 
of trouser. The good thing about 
LA is dial ft’s so cosmopolitan. By 
die rime I get some time off. there 
will be a whole new genre of men 
to choose from." As her previous 
boyfriends in Britain were John 
Leslie, the erstwhile Blue Peter 
presenter, and an Angus Mac- 
Fad yen, an actor from Soldier. 
Soldier, one sympathises. 

• MARTIN AMIS has been gnash¬ 
ing those expensive teeth about 


being described as the Mick 
Jagger of literature; "I’m never 
going to be happy about that until 
/ see Mick Jagger described os the 
Martin Amis of rock." 


Offside 

FRANCE in summer returned the 
other night as footballers and 
writers engaged in a penalty shoot¬ 
out at Cafe Kick. Subbuieo style. 
They gathered to toast the launch 
of Mark Palmer's jolly account or 
the World Cup. Lost in France. 

One key figure strangely absent 
was David Davies, the FA spinner. 
Earlier, he telephoned the publi¬ 
shers for a copy of the book and 
said cheerily that he would be 
along later. No sign. Perhaps this 



might be related to the natty 
former BBC man being described 
in the book as “looking like a deck 
hand on the Queen Mary’. 

• THE Prince of Wales has upset 
Anglicans in the Balkans (a 
gloomy bunch) after he failed to 
drop by. Congregants gathered at 
the Church of Resurrection. Bucha¬ 
rest, hoping to see the future head 
of the Church of England. Al¬ 
though he visited a Lutheran 
cathedral and a Greek Orthodox 
church, he never made it. The 
church still uses a Communion 
plate and chalice donated by 
Romania's Queen Marie, a grand¬ 
daughter of Queen Victoria. Steve 
Hughes, the chaplain. has told 
friends he was upset by “the snub". 
Aurel lovitu, a warden, says: "He 
could have found two minutes. We 
areCofE after all." The poor chap 
was probably suffering indigestion 
from dumplings. 


Mandv Friday 

CRISTINA ODONE has been 
fantasising about Peter Mandel- 
son. Ms Odone (right) the imma¬ 
culate deputy editor of the New 
Statesman, writes about her ideal 
desert island experience in the 
Erotic Review, nominating Mandy 
as her luscious Man Friday. 

The piece — commissioned be¬ 
fore his “outing" — sensuously 



heralds his arrival on her paich of 
sand: "A creature approaches the 
spot where I lie exhausted and 
trembling... Peter Mandelson." she 
pants, complaining that Mandy. in 
a leopard-skin loin-clolh. "looks 
bored" as she does the Dance of the 
Seven Veils. So she consults A fen 
are from Mars. Women arc from 
Venus, “trying to find clues as to 
my Parmer's lack of interest". until, 
as the sun sets, and after a "timid 
caress" (hers). Mandy says: "I 
don’t like this" and asks: ''Perhaps 
wc could find a third way?" 

Jasper Gerard 


No more 
cat and 
mouse 

Clinton is serious 
this time, says 

Rosemary Righter 


I s the abrupt departure yesterday 
of United Nations arms inspec¬ 
tors and relief staff from Bagh¬ 
dad a watershed? Until now. this 
slow-moving crisis has appeared 
wearyingly familiar. Confronted 
with the most disturbing proof yet of 
Iraq’s continuing development of 
weapons of mass destruction. Presi¬ 
dent Saddam Hussein has again 
turned on his tormentors. He has pul 
Unscom. the UN team charged with 
detecting and destroying his out¬ 
lawed chemical, biological and nucle¬ 
ar capability, totally out of action. Yet 
again, the Pentagon is rushing a task 
force to the Gulf, while American 
diplomats fan out to build internation¬ 
al support for air strikes on Iraq. 

Yet again Russia, now led by 
Saddam’s old friend Yevgeni Prima¬ 
kov, balks. Other voices object that, 
quite apart from the risks to Iraqi 
civilians, bombing could result in a 
more, not less, dangerous Iraq 
because it would dose down Unscom 
for good. “Diplomacy backed by 
force", the cliched policy Kofi Annan 
gave the world last February, has set 
out its stall of military rhetoric. 

But this time it is different The 
tough talk neither does, nor should, 
presage diplomatic compromise. Sad¬ 
dam doubts that Four times in the 
past year he has tested international 
waters and found them welcoming; 
and since Mr Arman's February deal, 
he has been convinced that the UN 
was dose to giving up. In addition. 
Saddam, who watches CNN obses¬ 
sively, took the Lewinsky affair to 
mean that whatever he now did 
another efimbdown by President 
Clinton was a bankable certainty. 

This crisis, brewing since May. is 
unquestionably of Iraqi manufac¬ 
ture. Just as Saddam advertised his 
intentions to an inattentive world in 
the months before he invaded Ku¬ 
wait. so Iraq has been openly' 
preparing since the spring for a 
showdown with the UN this autumn. 
Saddam has deliberately sold far less 
oil than the UN's oii-for-food deal 
allows, the better to use the needless 
suffering of Iraqis to turn world 
opinion against both sanctions and 
airstrikes. As long ago as last May. 
Iraq notified the UN Secretary-Gener¬ 
al that if sanctions did not end in 
October, it would adopt an “alterna¬ 
tive strategy” with “dire consequenc¬ 
es” In June its UN Ambassador, 
NLzar Hamdoun. repeated that there 
would then be “a crisis. And it will be 
the final crisis". 

CouJd it be? This time, the United 
States is ready to take up Iraq's 
challenge. The mood has hardened 
for several reasons. The first was the 
corroboration of American findings 
that Iraq has succeeded in loading 
warheads with the deadly VX nerve 
gas. French and Swiss laboratories 
have confirmed die American tests. 
The second reason is that Iraq's 
persistent and increasingly effective 
sabotage of Unscom for a full three 
months has undercut the argument 
that military action would not jeop¬ 
ardise Unscom's work. As Mr Clin¬ 
ton said yesterday, “they might as 
well be in Baltimore as in Baghdad”. 

The third factor is that Saddam — 
along with many a Republican 
pundit — misread the political runes 
in America. He has thus picked his 
latest fight with a President reener¬ 
gised, rather than terminally lamed, 
by the midterm elections. After 
tiptoeing round Iraq ail year, the 
White House has rethought its entire 
Iraq strategy. Clinton has concluded 
that Iraq, having forced the most 
serious confrontation since the Gulf 
War ceasefire, must be seen to lose, 
and lose decisively. Instead of pin¬ 
prick “demonstration" strikes, the 
new battle plan envisages an initial, 
intensive phase of bombing, target¬ 
ing not just suspect installations but 
Saddam's military power base. That 
would be followed by indefinite, 
muscular, air policing. And this time 
force is likely to be used without 
attempting further diplomatic over¬ 
tures to Baghdad. 

A merica is playing hardball at 
the right moment. The Securi¬ 
ty Council is. relatively, unit¬ 
ed. Unscom's reports have convinced 
them that Iraq has sufficient chemi¬ 
cal and biological stockpiles, and 
production capacity, to rebuild its 
arsenals within months; and that it 
will never meet its obligations of 
disclosure. There is a much wider 
understanding that in Iraq, the UN's 
credibility is on the line. The test is as 
grave as that faced by the League of 
Nations in Abyssinia in 1935 — a test 
that the league, fatally, failed. 

The US has done some skilful 
diplomatic footwork. Mr Clinton's 
determination during the Wye negoti- 
■*«* convinced Arab Governments 
that America is firmly re-engaged as 
a force in the Middle East. France, 
which Vk ashington has taken care to 
consult as closely as Britain, is 
readier to back a sustained military 
strategy than it was an armed game 
of bluff. The same goes for Arab 
leaders Now. as in 1990. what thev 
most [ear is a repeat of in-and-out 
airstnkcs. They will only back mili¬ 
tary action that seriously reduces the 
threat from their dangerous neigh- 
pour. Above all. they see no realistic 
alternative to the decisive use of force. 

Saddam shows no sign of backing 
down. Cat and mouse is the game he 
knows. But the trap is set to spring on 
ine mouse. At long last. And because 
mis is a high-risk strategy, iu teeth 
nad better be made of strong steel. 
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AN END TO ILLUSIONS 

Iraq is not interested in international opinion 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

I Pennington Street London El 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 


In the words of William Cohen. US 
Defena Secretary, diplomacy should al- 
waj* have “every opportunity todLs” 
but at some point, a darice has a 
belling and an end”, in Saddam 
music has been allowed 

for far 100 ,on S- time for 
dancing is over. 

The withdrawal of Unscom, the UN 
weapons inspectors, from Baghdad yester¬ 
day, the enhanced American military 
presence in the Middle East, and the 
resolute words of President Clinton in 
Washington, all suggest that another 
confrontation with Iraq is imminent. This 
sudden escalation will have taken some, 
perhaps Saddam, by surprise. It should 
not have done. As George Robertson, the 
Defence Secretary, has rightly said, mat¬ 
ters are more serious than at any moment 
since the Gulf War seven years ago. 

Although here is an air of aching 
familiarity about these events, this should 
not serve to render invisible their recent 
and distinctive fearures. Twelve months 
ago, the United States and Britain went to 
the brink of air strikes after Saddam 
unilaterally suspended Unscom's activi¬ 
ties. Iraq then promised to allow the UN 
inspectors unlimited access, thus avoiding 
military action. In Rsbruary Saddam 
raised the ante once more, declaring that 
his so-called “presidential” sites were 
immune from inspection. On this occasion, 
Kofi Annan, UN Secretary-General, pro¬ 
duced yet another “diplomatic triumph" 
that extracted stale pledges from Saddam 
in return for new economic and political 
incentives for compliance. 

The legacy of that “showdown" was 
renewed confidence in Baghdad that the 
international community lacked the will to 
implement its stated intentions. Unscom 
appeared to be operating with both hands 
tied behind its back courtesy of Iraqi 
obstruction and American reluctance to 


court further conflict When Saddam 
announced on August 5 that he would not 
tolerate any further “intrusive” inspections, 
the best that the UN Security Council could 
throw back at him was the most feeble of 
resolutions. After nearly three months of 
additional indecision. Saddam determined 
to test his fortune even further. For the first 
time in this protracted campaign he has 
halted monitoring of all forms leaving him 
at liberty to resume full production of 
biological and chemical weapons. 

If this act of defiance is allowed to 
proceed unhindered then the United 
Nations will lose every shred of credibility. 
There can be little doubt that Iraq is as 
determined to develop an arsenal of mass 
destruction today as it has been throughout 
Saddam's nearly 20 years of power. In the 
course of the last seven years Unscom has 
uncovered almost 40.000 filled and empty 
chemical munitions along with 690 tons of 
chemical weapons agents. According to 
Iraq's own, doubtless vastly understated 
and unrepresentative, data there are 20 
tons of material essential to the production 
of anthrax and 250 tons of compounds that 
are an integral element of VX nerve gas 
unaccounted for within that country. 

Saddam has now presented the interna¬ 
tional community with a choice between a 
military response of real consequence, or 
the climbdown that offering Iraq induce¬ 
ments to accept a few more months of UN 
inspection would represent It will not be 
enough this time for fire-power to be 
marshalled and then abandoned on some 
diplomatic pretext. There have been too 
many lies and too much cheating and 
concealment. Iraq must now accept an 
expanded Unscom. with a larger propor¬ 
tion of American and British experts, 
unimpeded authority, and an unrestricted 
timetable. Anything less than this would 
only represent another escape for the Iraqi 
dictator and more danger for the world. 


BRITAIN NEEDS SCOTLAND 

The right message for the whole country 


There are few things more Scottish than 
the current UK Cabinet; and one of the 
most senior — and most Scottish — of its 
members is to lead the charge against the 
Scottish National Party. Gordon Brown, in 
an interview with The Times today, makes 
much of the “case for Britain". This is a 
sound message and one that his Prime 
‘ Minister should take to tlpe Scots today. 

As Mr Brown argues, there is no 
contradiction between being Scottish and 
British. All Britons have overlapping 
identities. To be more Scottish does not 
necessitate being less British, although that 
zero-sum equation is one dial the SNP likes 
to assert. 

The English and the Scots are indeed 
different But we have more in common 
with each other than with citizens of any 
other country. The British tradition, which 
both countries share, is one of tolerance 
and diversity, of fair play and justice, of 
internationalism and free trade, of adven¬ 
turousness and innovation. All these 
values argue for a continuance of the 
Union, not a sundering. 

At last Labour has taken the battle to the 
right level. In its first year, it allowed the 
SNP a monopoly of campaigning north of 
the border. When ministers were finally 
shocked into action by opinion polls 
showing the SNP overtaking Labour, they 
embarked upon a “summer of scrutiny", 
putting the nationalists’ policies and 
politicians to the test. That succeeded in 
denting the SNFs popularity, and forcing 
Alex Salmond to review some of his more 
extreme policies. 

But merely attacking the SNP is not 
enough. The case has to be made in 


principle for Scotland remaining in the 
Union. Mr Brown has been eloquent in 
exposing some of the curiosities that 
separation would create, for example a 
citizenship that embraces Tony Blair (who 
was bom in Scotland) but excludes many of 
the Scottish football team. He has also 
produced a sobering analysis of the costs of 
independence. Now Labour needs to inject 
some positive ideas into the debate. 

So far. ministers have been telling the 
Soots why they would be worse off alone. 
Their arguments may have force, but to 
people who already feel prickly about the 
UK, they are more likely to be dismissed as 
patronising. It is both better politics and 
more truthful to flatter the Scots by telling 
them how much England would be the 
poorer if the Scots left the Union. 

Devolution within the Union also gives 
Scots the best of both worlds — another 
positive message. They will be able to 
express their national identity through 
making their own laws in their own 
Parliament Yet they will also benefit from 
Britain’s status in the world, from the 
successful economy south of the border 
and from all the economies of scale that the 
United Kingdom offers. 

For this happy conjunction to work, 
however, Mr Blair must be prepared to 
follow the logic of devolution within his 
party as well as within the Government 
Labour MSPs. led by Donald Dewar, must 
not be slaves to Mill bank. They have to be 
able to respond to Scottish concerns in their 
own way. Otherwise, no amount of 
scrutiny of the SNP will persuade Scots 
that the nationalists cannot better repre¬ 
sent their interests in Edinburgh. 


CANNABIS PILLS 

The case for returning the law to 1973 
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before clinical trials have been completed. 
They justify their haste on compassionate 
grounds: why delay and prolong people's 
agony, when so much anecdotal evidence 
suggests cannabis can alleviate pain? 

The committee speaks with authority. 
Chaired by a pharmacologist its members 
include a Nobel prizewinning chemist and 
a former president of the General Medi¬ 
cine Council. Yet neither the Government 
nor the British Medical Association, is 
persuaded. Cannabis is a toxic mixture, 
containing over 60 cannabinoids and other 
ingredients. Giving patients impure, crude 
cannabis would be similar to administer¬ 
ing opium, instead of its derivative, 
morphine. Allowing doctors to prescribe 
the drug now. before trials show which 
cannabinoids are therapeutic and which 
are harmful, would pul patients at risk and 
could undermine the development of a 
drug based on scientific research. 

Such a reaction may appear harsh. 
Many Britons would agree with the 
inhabitants of Alaska, Arizona, California, 
Nevada, Oregon and Washington, who 
voted ra allow cannabis to be given to 
patients with severe or tenmnal illnesses. If 
the results of the research do not question 
the select committee's report, the Govern¬ 
ment should not heswate to allow doaors 
to prescribe effective derivatives of canna- 
Ss P mnamedpatients. Until then, anyone 
found taking the drag for proven medical 
reasons should be treated with th 
compassion they deserve. 


Secrecy order on 
planned TA cut 

From Field Marshal Sir John Stonier 

Sir, General Sir Michael Walker, the 
Army’s Cbmmander-in-Chief, is en¬ 
tirely within his rights to order his 
soldiers not to disclose confidential 
information nor implicitly to criticise 
the orders of the Secretary of State for 
Defence for the reduction of the 
strength of ihe Territorial Army 
(report November 11). They may not 
do so any more than the Commander- 
in-chief may do so himself. 

Privately, the Commander-in-Chief, 
as a member of the Army Board, will 
have been able to express his own 
views to the Secretary of State, but 
once the orders are given they may no 
more be questioned by the Forces 
themselves than an order to go 
abroad and fight. 

The remainder of us, however, who 
are no longer subject to military law, 
are free to express our dismay at the 
aits proposed and this dismay has 
been made very clear in your columns 
over the past few weeks (letters, 
October 27; November 4.6 and 9). 

On this day of all days in the year it 
should not be necessary to remind 
ourselves that it is still 'Their's not to 
make reply, their's not to reason 
why." Let us hope this time that no 
one has blundered. 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN STAN1ER. 

The Cavalry and Guards Club. 

127 Piccadilly. W1V OPX. 

November 11. 

From Colonel Neil Johnson, 

TD and bar, TA (retd) 

Sir. If your report today that General 
Sir Michael Walker has warned 
soldiers that they will face a court 
martial if they leak secret information 
about TA cuts is accurate, then he 
should resign. 

His bungled attempt to stifle debate 
on a matter of national importance 
has backfired spectacularly. This 
confirms my and others' worst fears 
that the general's plan to destroy the 
ethos of the Territorial Army is 
ilkonoeived and unlikely to with¬ 
stand proper scrutiny. 

The generals have lost the debate, 
the plot and the trust of the TA They 
should now lose the support of their 
politicai masters, it is the Army 
Board’s jobs which should be on the 
line, not those of some 20,000 
Territorial volunteers. 

Yours faithfully, 

NEIL JOHNSON 
(Member. National Employers’ 
Liaison Committee for the 
Reserve Forces). 

10 Granard Road. SW12 8UL 
November 11. 

From Ueutenant-Colonei Peter 
Robinson, Intelligence Corps ( retd) 

Sir. General Walker is entirely right 
to remind his command forcefully of 
the need to keep military secrets 
secret What is wrong here is that 
information highly unlikely to be of 
much value to a potential enemy has 
been classified “secret" apparently to 
avoid local difficulties for politicians 
and unpleasantness in the shires for 
the military hierarchy. 

This practice is not only inherently 
mistaken but also dangerous in that it 
tends to discredit the whole system of 
information security in the Armed 
Forces. 

Yours faithfully. 

PETER ROBINSON, 

The Georgians, 

High Street, Market Deeping. 
Lincolnshire FE6 8ED. 


Battling parents 

Torn Mr David Powis 

Sir. HMG is recommending separat¬ 
ing couples to go to a "mediation 
service" instead of taking their argu¬ 
ments to court (report, November 4). 

We had such a service in Dorset to 
which we used to refer clients. We 
now understand that it has dosed, but 
no notice was given to the local law 
society. 1 understand that the cause 
may have been lack of funding! 

Yours. 

DAVID POWIS (solidtori, 
WalBsdown Law, 

288 Wallisdown Road. 

Bournemouth BH11 SPN. 

November 4. 


Bridging the gap 

From Dr Ann AT. M. Lloyd 

Sir, As a very keen bridge player, I 
was disappointed that, in her artide 
on our "inner ages” (November 6; see 
also letter, November 9), Mary Ann 
Sieghart implies that bridge is a 
pastime for the elderly and staid. It is 
not. Neither is it, as some think, for 
snobs. 

However, the game would certainly 
not benefit from the attentions of 
those who do believe the old myths. 
Bridge is a game for the dever and 
devious. 

Yours sincerely, 

ANN K. M. LLOYD, 

13 Sandhurst Road, 

Wokingham, Berkshire RG40 3JG. 
November 9. 


Bringing aid to Central America 


Business letters, page 33 


Letters for publication may 
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From Ms Dianna Melrose, 

Policy Director of Oxfam 

Sir. You are right in your leading 
artide, "Debt arid disaster" (Novem¬ 
ber 9). that humanitarian aid to save 
lives is an immediate priority for 
Central America. However, there is 
no room for complacency when it 
comes to debt relief. 

Ar the moment Nicaragua and 
Honduras spend around half of their 
annual budget on debt servicing. For 
Nicaragua this was £160 million last 
year, over two and a half times 
spending on health and education 
combined: in Honduras £250 million 
was spent on debt. That is why the 
proposal made by Gordon Brawn and 
Dare Short to implement a two-year 
moratorium on debt repayments is so 
important. 

The moratorium could give a 
well-needed breathing space to these 
devastated countries, but the poor are 
going to need more; they need 
investments in a future that debt relief 
must provide. 

In Honduras it is estimated that 
recovery will take over 20 years and 
cost over £12 billion. However, under 
the current debt-relief framework, the 
Heavily Indebted Poor Countries ini¬ 
tiative. Oxfam expects that debt relief 
for Nicaragua will not be sufficient to 
finance rehabilitation needs. Even 
then, Nicaragua may receive relief 
only in 2002, and Honduras may not 
be eligible for debt relief at all. 

Your leader rightly notes that 
Nicaragua and Honduras deserve 
“long-term special international 
help". That help should be debt relief 
commensurate with the recovery 
needs of both countries, and must be 
provided more quickly and more 
deeply than the current framework 
allows. 

Yours, 

D. MELROSE. 

Policy Director, Oxfam, 

274 Banbury Road, 

Oxford 0X2 7DZ. 

November 9. 

From Professor Antony Allott 

Sir, Two enormous challenges face 
the world today. One affects especially 
the rich countries — the threat of 
global recession or worse. The other 
affects mostly poor countries — both 
those devastated by natural disasters, 
like Honduras, and those that have 
broken-backed economies from which 
they can see little hope of escape. 

The first challenge demands action 
which can kick-start economies, with 
consequent expanding circles of re¬ 
newed activity; the second requires a 
comprehensive rebuilding of econom¬ 
ic and political systems. 

In the early 1930s the world was in 


Voice from the trenches 

From the Reverend 
K. Desmond Minty 

Sir. At this time of year (letters, 
November 11) I re-read the diary kept 
by my unde in 1917. 

Trooper John Darley, of the House¬ 
hold Battalion, BEF, crossed the 
Channel to France on November 8, 
1916. Within eight weeks he was back 
in this country, suffering from trench 
foot. After months of painful recovery 
he returned to France at the end of 
May, 1917. 

Among the entries in his diary, 
telling of almost unbelievable hard¬ 
ship in the trenches, are two which I 
find particularly moving. 

On July 12 he wrote; "Lark singing 
in No Man’s Land." 


First World War effort 

From MrM. F. Manx Evans 

Sir. In promoting the worthwhile 
cause or recognising the standing of 
U(?yd George, John Grigg f*A peace 
too soon", November 6), no doubt 
inadvertently, seems to join the ranks 
of those who undervalue the Ameri¬ 
can contribution in the First World 
War. 

By the end of March 1918. when 
Ludendorffs attacks began, the US 
already had some 330.000 men in 
Europe, more than twice the number 
of their peacetime army. On the 
Marne in June and July, alongside the 
Flrench, the Americans showed their 
worth at Chateau Thierry, Belleau 
Wood, Soissons and on the Ourcq. 
The British victory of August 8 at 
Amiens was achieved mainly with 
Australian and Canadian troops, and 
the American 33rd Division was there 
as well By that time more than 
1.200,000 doughboys were “over 
there". 

• In September the Americans 
cleared the Germans out of the St 
Mihiel salient and, in a masterpiece of 
command and control, changed fronts 
to hit them again in die Argonne. In 
the same month, with the Australians, 
they smashed through the Hinden- 
burg line at Bellicourt and Bony. 
That in October the Germans made 
approaches to President Wilson as a 
soft touch should not devalue the 
contribution of the US Army, in 
bringing them to that pass. 

I remain, Sir. etc, 

MARTIN F. MARK EVANS 
(Author, Retreat HelU We Just Cot 
Here! The American Expeditionary 
Force in France 1917-1918, 

Osprey, 1998), 

The Wilderness, Murswel! Lane, 
Silverstone, Towcester. 
Northamptonshire NN12 8UT. 
November 6. 


deep depression, which no country 
could escape. While the New Deal 
brought fresh hope to the United 
Slates, ironically enough it was 
rearmament on a massive scale which 
injected new vigour into the capitalist 
systems. No one now wani.s to rescue 
the world by war. Bui, rather than 
uselessly firing off vast quantities of 
munitions, why not devote similar 
energy and resources to meeting these 
two challenges? This is a rare case 
where generosity and self-interest can 
coincide. 

What is needed is a worldwide 
effort (don't leave it to the Americans) 
by the richer nations to devise and 
implement the equivalent of a global 
Marshall Plan. This would stimulate 
their economies, while generating the 
surpluses which could extricate the 
poorer countries from the ditches in 
which they find themselves. All it 
needs is the will, the vision and the 
organisation to cany it forward: 
action, not talk. 

Obiiously one would have to make 
sure that the beneficiary countries 
were not rescued from one hole only 
to foil — through incompetence, 
corruption, or natural disasters — 
into another. The new millennium 
could thus mark a radical change in 
the fortunes of the one world to which 
we ail belong. 

Yours faithfully. 

ANTONY ALLOTT. 

Sorbrook Mill, Bodicote, 

Banbury. Oxfordshire 0X15 4AU. 
November 7. 

From Mr Richard Ashton 

Sir, Ann Fettifor raises on behalf or 
Jubilee 2000 (letter, November 5) the 
prospect of large-scale debt relief for 
developing nations. 

The main reason why so many 
countries cany such a heavy burden 
of debt is that highly skilled econo¬ 
mists employed by the World Bank 
and other international organisations 
have successfully justified their exist¬ 
ence by lending to the poor on other 
than strict market terms. 

What guarantee do we have that, 
were by some miracle all debt to be 
written off late on the evening of 
December 31. 1999. by mid-Januaiy 
2000 new glittering bureaucratic 
careers would not have been built on 
the backs of the poor by the issue of 
fresh equally unrepayable loans? 

If a loan will not generate resources 
to repay itself it should not be made. 

Yours truly, 

RICHARD ASHTON. 

5 Farm Lane. 

Old Hall Green, Ware, > 
Hertfordshire SGI 1 IDT. 
rj.ashton @btintemeLoom 
November 7. 


On July 26 he wrote: "Parade Drill 
order 820. drill and 'over the top’. 
Report of Court Martial read at 
parade — 3 men shot. No afternoon 
parade. Experiment in making cus¬ 
tard but got it a little thin." 

On August 14 he wrote: “Rations a 
D- (sic) shame... roll on peace before 
we do starve." This is the nearest he 
ever got to using strong language in 
his diary despite the conditions he 
was describing. 

On October 10 he wrote: "Drew two 
days rations. Went up line”. 

Later that day he was IdllecL 

Yours faithfully. 

DESMOND MINTY, 

9 Shaw birch Road, 

Admaston. 

Telford TF5 OAD. 

November 11. 


From Professor Emeritus 
James Pickett 

Sir, John Grigg would have a statue 
built of Lloyd George in recognition of 
his leadership during the First World 
War and of his perspicacity in 
foreseeing that the Armistice of 
November II, 1918, yielded too much 
to the Germans. Unfortunately, Lloyd 
George's most telling contribution to 
the course and consequences of the 
Great War was made before it even 
broke ouL 

He was a leading pacifist in the 
Liberal Government that refused to 
countenance conscription and that 
failed to take sufficient account of the 
probability that sooner or later it 
would be necessary to engage the 
German Army in the field- This 
meant that the British Expeditionary 
Force sent to France in August 1914 
had less than 100.000 men. Skill — 
especially in musketry — and a 
courageous esprit de corps did much 
to compensate for its limited sire. 
Nevertheless, the fact remains the 
British Army was extremely small 
during the opening battles of the war. 

Had it been three or four times 
larger than it was, it would still have 
seemed relatively puny in comparison 
with the French and German Annies. 
Yet a moderately enhanced BEF could 
have made a marked difference to the 
initial fighting and so might have 
shortened the war. 

Lloyd George's claim remains weak¬ 
ened, however, by his earlier drag on 
due militaty preparation, and by his 
later unwillingness to give foil and 
sustained credit to Haig and his 
armies for defeating the Germans in 
the field- That reluctance facilitated 
the myth that Germany lost the war 
otherwise than in battle. 

Yours sincerely, 

JAMES PICKETT, 

1 Divert Road, 

Gourock, Renfrewshire PA191DR. 
Novembers 


Lack of confidence 
in National Trust 

From Mrs Tracey Andrews. 
Chairman of the Holnicote 
National Trust Farm Tenants 
Croup, and others 

Sir. The National Trust cannot ignore 
the worries expressed by the vast 
majority of those who attended its 
ACM in Cirdi/t on Saturday (leading 
artide, November 7; report. Novem¬ 
ber 9) or the fact that 40 per cent of all 
those who voted nationwide effective¬ 
ly expressed a lack of confidence in the 
present leadership of die trust. 

A whole community in the South 
Wcsi is at present alienated from the 
trust. Much of the rural community 
further afield now regards the mist, 
an erstwhile friend and ally, with 
deep mistrust. The dismissive reac¬ 
tion of the current chairman, who was 
reported not to give "a toot", bodes ill 
for the furure. 

We call on the National Trust to 
listen to its regional directors, to its 
tenants, to iis neighbours and to any 
remaining potential donors who ha¬ 
ven't been frightened away from 
leaving ilteir gifts in what, until 
recently, they could rightly have 
assumed to be safe, honourable 
hands. 

Yours sincere! v, 

T. A ANDREWS. 

Chairman. Holnicote National 
Trusr Farm Tenants Group, 
ELEANOR ARRAN, 

ADAM BUTLER 
KING. 

MALLALIEU. 

GERARD L G. NOEL 
Woodcocks Ley Farm. 

Porlock. Somerset TA24 8LX. 
November II. 


Driving preference 

From Mr Graham Healey 

Sir, Mr D. N. Vermont suggests 
(letter. November 4; see also letter. 
October 31) that Japan drives on the 
left because of its tradition of mounted 
warriors, but it may have been 
because of British diplomatic influ¬ 
ence. 

I once owned a copy of the first 
issue, published in 1861, of the Japan 
Herald, Japan’s earliest English- 
language newspaper. It contained a 
letter from Sir Rutherford Alcoek, the 
British Minister in Japan, informing 
foreign residents that he had made 
representations to the Shogunal au¬ 
thorities asking that a rule of the road 
should be imposed in order to 
improve the circulation of traffic in 
the thronged streets of Japan's cities, 
and that as a result the Shogunate 
had ordered tiiat henceforth traffic 
was to pass right side to right side. 

Yours faithfully, 

GRAHAM HEALEY’. 

School of East Asian Studies, 
University of Sheffield. 

The Arts Tower, 

Western Bank, Sheffield S10 2TN. 

g.h.healey@sheffield.ac.uk 

November5. 


From Mr Stephen Willink 

Sir. Your correspondence about driv¬ 
ing on the right or left has strangely 
neglected a crucial piece of evidence in 
Dante’S Inferno (xviii. I9ff), where he 
describes the sinners in the MaJe- 
bolge passing each other in opposite 
directions in what is evidently a 
newfangled way: he compares the 
two-way system instituted by Pdpe 
Boniface V1J! in the jubilee year of 
1300. when a vast influx of pilgrims to 
Rome made the passage of the Ponte 
di Caste I Sant’ Angelo difficult The 
words "II poeta tenne a sinistra" 
dearly indicate that pedestrians kept 
to the* left. 

The fact that this is in Hell (and that 
Dante loathed Pope Boniface) is no 
sufficient reason to think that the poet 
would have preferred to drive on the 
right. 

Yours faithfully. 

STEPHEN WILLINK, 

20 Notre Dame House, 

Wyndham Street West. 

Plymouth PL15EU. 


Tubby Christmastime 

From Mrs James Offen 

Sir. Mrs Brian Barker (letter. Novem¬ 
ber 9) is not alone in her irritation at 
the sight of Teletubbies Advent calen¬ 
dars. There might just he a case for 
their attracting the attention of the 
very young to the religious link. This 
weekend, however, 1 saw advertised 
Advent calendars for pets — with 
“doggychocs” behind each window. 
That I felt, took the biscuit 

Yours faithfully, 

SUSAN OFFEN. 

Linda Cottage, 29a Union Street 
Woodstock 0X201JF. 
thomcliffe@oxb6x.com 
November 9. 


From Ms Jane Dean 

Sir. When the “more sophisticated 
minds” requested by Mrs Barker 
have explained the religious link 
between Teletubbies and Christinas, 
perhaps they could go on to deal with 
something I saw last week — the 
Match of the Day Advent calendar. 

Yours faithfully, 

JANE DEAN, 

10 Egdean Walk, 

Seven oaks TN13 3UQ. 
jane@projected.co.uk 
November 10. 












COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
November II: The Queen was 
joined at the British Embassy in 
Paris this morning by the Secre¬ 
tary of State for Defence (the Rt 
Hon George Robertson MFy 

Her Majesty drove lo the Arc de 
Trkxnphe and was received by The 
President of the French Republic 
and Ministers from the French 
Govemmem. 

The Queen and Tbe President 
laid wreaths at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier and met flag 
bearers and veterans. 

Her Majesty and President 
Chirac afterwards laid wreaths at 
the statue of Ckmenceau and met 
representatives of the Clemenceau 
family, the Clemen ceau Associa¬ 
tion and the Veterans' Association. 

The Queen was entertained to 
Lunch this afternoon at the Ely see 
Palace by The President of the 
French Republic. 

Her Majesty and The President 
later visited Avenue Winston 
Churchill to participate in the 
unveiling of a sta rue of Sir Winston 
Churchill and were received by the 
Mayor of Kiris. 

The Queen afterwards left Vdla- 
coublay Airport for Belgium and 
was received on arival at 
Wevelgem Airport by Her Majes¬ 
ty's Ambassador to the Kingdom of 
Belgium (His Excellency Mr Dav¬ 
id Colvin}, The King and Queen of 
the Belgians, The President of the 
Republic of Ireland and the Mayor 
of Wevelgem. 

The Queen. The King and 
Queon of the Belgians and The 
President of the Republic of Ire¬ 
land later visited Mesen (Mess- 
ines), were received by die Gover¬ 
nor of West Flanders and the 
Mayor of Mesen and Her Majesty. 
His Majesty and The President 
laid wreaths at the Peace Tower. 

Afterwards The Queen and The 
King and Queen of the Belgians 
were received at the Menin Gate 
by the Mayor of leper (Ypres). 
before attending a Service of 
Remembrance. 

Her Majesty and His Majesty 
laid wreaths and met First World 
War veterans bom the United 
Kingdom and Canada. 

The Queen and The King and 
Queen of the Belgians anally 
visited Cloth Hall, leper (Ypres). 

Her Majesty viewed the “In 
Flanders Fields" Exhibition and 
met young people associated with 
it and subsequently met First 
World War veterans. 

The Queen this evening arrived 
at Rqyal /Ur Force Northoli from 
Belgium. 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
November II: Tbe Duke of York 
this morning departed Heathrow 
Alport. London, for New Zealand. 


Today’s royal engagements 


The Prince of Wales will attend the 
Young Artists' Britain Award Cere¬ 
mony at Hampton Court Palace at 
4JO; and wifi host a banquet at 
Hampton Court palace to mark 
the opening of the exhibition 
Travels with the Prince at 7. LI. 

The Princess Royal, president. 
Animal Health Trust will attend a 
Council of Management Meeting 
followed by an Industry Commit- 
lee Meeting 3t Lanwades Park. 
Kentiord. Newmarket al 11.00. 
Later, as CotaneHn-Chief. the 
Royal Logistic Corps, she will 
attend a dinner at the Princess 
Royal Barracks, Deepcut, Camber- 
ley. at 7 JO. 

The Duke of Gloucester, as Deputy 
Cokmel-m-Chief. the Royal Logis¬ 
tic Corps, will attend a dinner at 
the Princess Royal Barracks, Deep- 
cul Camberley. at 73. 

The Duke of Kent chairman, the 
National Electronics Council, will 
attend die annual meeting at 4.00: 
will artend the Mountbanen Leo 
ture at Savoy Place, London WC2, 
at 6.00: and will attend a gala 
concert at the Wigmore Half at 
7.00. 


Princess Alexandra, president, will 
attend the Armistice Ball at the 
Royal Star and Garter Home. 
Richmond. Surrey, at 7JO. 

Luncheons 

Royal Society of St George 
Sir Colin Cole was tire guest of 
honour at a luncheon given by the 
Council of the Royal Society of St 
George at Rules restaurant. Cov¬ 
ent Garden, to mark his retirement 
as president 

Royal Institute of international 
Affairs 

The Royal Institute of Internation¬ 
al Affairs launched the British-An- 
goia Fbrum at a luncheon held 
yesterday in the Locarno Rooms ar 
the {foreign and Commonwealth 
Office. Mr Tony Lloyd, Minister of 
State for Foreign and Common¬ 
wealth Affairs, was the speaker. 
The Ambassador of Angola. Lord 
Deedes. Dame Margaret Anstee 
and HM Ambassador to Angola 
were among those presenL 

New ambassador 

Mr Pan Ford id be Ambassador » Bahrain 
from April 1W) in succession (a Mr tan 
Lewty who is moving io a new jppainunotL 


Captain Neil Blair RN is in 
attendance. 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
November II: The Princess Royal 
today visited Liverpool and was 
received by Her Majesty's Lord- 
Lieutenant of Merseyside (Mr 
Alan Waterworth). 

Her Royal Highness this morn¬ 
ing opened Henry Cotton Campus 
ar Liverpool John Moores Universi¬ 
ty. Truman Street 

The Prinosss Royal later opened 
the renovated Liverpool Medkal 
Institution. Mount Pleasant. 

Her Royal Highness this after¬ 
noon opened the Walton Centre for 
Neurosurgery and Neurology. 
Fazakertey. 

The Princess Royal, Patron. 
National Association of Victims 
Support Schemes. later attended 
the Annual Guest Lecture at the 
Brewery. Chiswell Street City of 
London. 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
November 11 :The Duke of Glouces¬ 
ter this evening attended a recep¬ 
tion to mark the reopening of tbe 
Courtauld Gallery and afterwards 
attended a private view of Material 
EvidenceDrawings from the Cour- 
tauld Collections" exhibition at the 
Coumukl Institute of Art Somer¬ 
set House. Strand. London. 

ST JAMES'S PALACE 
November 11 The Duke of Kent 
President Common wealth War 
Graves Commission, this morning 
laid a wreath at the Khayat Beach 

War Cemetery, Haifa, Israel 

His Royal Highness later visited 
MTM Scientific Industries Centre. 
Haifa. 

The Duke of Kent Vice Chair¬ 
man. British Overseas Trade 
Board, this afternoon attended a 
Lunch given by the President of the 
Federation of Israeli Chambers of 
Commerce (Mr Dan GQterman) 
and the President of the Manufac¬ 
turers - Association of Israel (Mr. 
Dan Prupper) His Royal Highness 
later visi ted the Telecom Israel '98 
exhibition in Tel Aviv. 

The Duke of Kent this evening 
arrived at Gatwkk Airport. Lon¬ 
don. 

Mr Nicolas Adamson was in 
attendance. 

THATCHED HOUSE LODGE 
RICHMOND PARK 
November II Princess Alexandra 
this afternoon visited SpringhOl 
Hospice. Broad Lane, Rodidafe, to 
mark the Tenth Anniversary of tbe 
opening of the Hospice and was 
received by Her Majesty's Lord- 
lianenant of Greater Manchester 
(Colonel John 'nmmins). 

Her Royal Highness later 
opened the Greater Manchester 
North Scout County Headquarters 
and Training Centre in Rochdale 
Road. Middleton. Rochdale. 


Birthdays 

today 


Dame Peggy Fenner, former MP, 
76; Lord Goff of Chievdey. FBA, 
1 72; Dr wnbam Hayes; President. 
St John's College, Oxford, 68: Mr 
JA-5. Inganrells. former director, 
the Wallace Collection. 64; Mr 
M-A. Lang, farmer Headmaster, 
Durham School, 59: Sir Fteter 
Uoyd. MP. 61: Professor Christina 
Lyon. Professor of Law. Liverpool 
University. 46; Miss Jennifer Page, 
chief executive. New Millennium 
Experience. 54; Professor Gilbert 
Smith. Vice-Chancellor, University 
of Northumbria at Newcastle; 54; 
Sir William Sutherland, former 
Chief Constable. Lothian and Bor¬ 
ders. 65; Professor John Tarrant. 
Vice-Chancellor and Principal. 
Huddersfield University. 57; Preb¬ 
endary Chad Varah. founder. The 
Samaritans. 87. 

Service dinner 

Fleet Air Ann Officers* 
Association 

Rear-Admiral Colin Cooke-Priest 
presided at foe Fleet Air Arm 
Officers* Association dinner held 
last night at die Army and Navy 
Club to mark the Fhlklands Cam¬ 
paign and the 58th anniversary of 
the Battle of Taranto. Rear-Admi¬ 
ral Terry Loughran. Lieutenant 
Commander John Neale, Sir 
Patrick Duffy, Sir Ralph Robins 
and Sir Michael Cobham were the 
principal guests. 

Dinners 

The Association of Corporate 
Treasurers 

The President of the Association of 
Corporate Treasurers. Mr Paul 
Spencer. UK Chief Executive, Roy¬ 
al & Sun Affiance, was host at the 
Association's Annual Dinner held 
last night at Grasvenor House. 
Lord Simon of Highbury. Minister 
for Trade and Competitiveness in 
Europe. Department of Trade and 
Industry, was Guest Speaker. Mr 
David Cromwell. Chairman of tbe 
Association and Group Treasurer 
of The Post Office, also spoke. 
Marytcbone Cricket dob 
Mr Tony Lewis. President of MCC, 
was in foe Chair at a Club Dinner 
held in the Committee Dining 
Room at Lord's last night. Mr 
Derek Randall proposed tbe toast 
to “Cricker. and foe President 
responded. 

Society of Merchants Trading to 
tbe Continent 

General Sir Charles Guthrie was 
guest of honour at a dinner the 
Society held on November II at 
Boodle's. Mr Rupert Hambro 
presided. 

National liberal Club 
Lord Rodgers of Quarry Bank was 
the guest of honour and speaker at 
foe annual dinner of the National 
Liberal Chib held last night at 
Whitehall Place. The Bishop of 
Chichester, president was in the 
chair. Baroness Maddock and Mr 
David Hunter, dub chairman, 
also spoke. Lord Wigoder. QC. and 
Lady Wigoder and the Hon Mau¬ 
rice Robson were among those 
presenL 

Durham University 
Mr Gholamrera Ansari. Iranian 
Charge d'Affaires. delivered tbe 
annual lecture of the Friends of the 
Oriental Museum. Durham Uni¬ 
versity. Major Roy Gazzard. chair¬ 
man. presided. Sir Kenneth Cai¬ 
man, VkE-Cliancellor of the univer¬ 
sity. attended. 


Latest wills 

*Sir Ronald Millar, playwriter. 
screenwriter and political writer, 
of London W8. left estate valued at 
£1.151.981 net He left £10.000 to the 
RNVR and to Wave Heritage 
Trust £5.000 to Rugby Cricket 
Club. 

Lady Hainan!, of Bangor. Gwyn¬ 
edd. left estate valued at 
El1.483.708 net 

Sir John Ellis, consulting physi¬ 
cian since 1981. The London Hospi¬ 
tal; of Woodford Green, Essex, left 
estate valued at £439.426 net 
The Hon Eileen Maud Douglas- 
Pennant of Warminster. Wilt¬ 
shire. left estate valued at 
£1.109,650 net. 

She left £2.000 to both Dr Bamar- 
do's and Help foe Aged: £1.000 to 
both the Distressed Gettfdbjfc* 
Aid Association and cadi of her 
trustees who prove her will. 
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Forthcoming 
marriages 


v - * }rLl- 


Sophie Jepson of Christie’s displays a fine pair of Purdey sporting guns specially 
bout for lung George V and presented to him in 1929. They are expected to make 
between £100,000 and £150,000 when they are auctioned on December 1 


Royal Anniversaiy 
Trust 


Viscount Younger of Ledde. 
fCT. Chairman of the Royal 
Anniversary Trust was host 
at a reception held at St 
James's Palace yesterday to 
announce the Prrzewinning 
institutions of foe 1998 bienni¬ 
al round of The Queens 
Anniversary Rues for Higher 
and Further Education. The 
twenty-one winning institu¬ 
tions were announced by Mr 
Robin Gill, Founder Trustee 
and Chairman of the Execu¬ 
tive. 

The 1998 Prizewinners 
Birmingham College of Food. 
Tourism and Creative Studies: 
Education and training for the 
hospitality and tourism industries 
Bournemouth and Poole College of 
Art & Design: Education for foe 
film industry 

Cambridge University: Mathemat¬ 
ics applied 

Dundee University: Minimal ac¬ 
cess surgery: new techniques and 
treatments 

Exeter University: Children's 
health and exercise: research and 
dissemination 

Glasgow University: Computing 
sciences: teaching and research 
Godaiming College: Real research 
in 'A' Level science 
Hills Road Sixth Form College: 
Upgrading fatalities, teaching and 
community provision 
University of Wales, Lampeter-Ac- 
creditation and ufMkilling of work¬ 
ers bom foe voluntary sector 
The London Institute Creativity 
and innovation in fashion educa¬ 
tion 

Loughborough University Interna¬ 


tional development engineering: 
education, training, research and 
consultancy 

Manchester University Institute of 
Science and Technology: Engineer¬ 
ing and Technology in industry: 
advanced degree programmes 
University of Wales College of 
Medicine: Chemiluminescence: re¬ 
search and development in dinical 
diagnosis 

Middlesex University: Materials 
for technology teaching in schools 
Mid-Kent College of Higher and 
Further Education: The Frontline 
Service: training in customer serv¬ 
ice 

Plymouth College of Further Edu- 
catioruOutreach centres for retrain¬ 
ing and lifelong teaming 
Reading University: Shakespear¬ 
ean research Internet and the 
Globe Theatre 

Royal Holloway. University of 
London: Global information securi¬ 
ty: teaching and research 
Royal Northern College of Music 
Special courses enabling the teach¬ 
ing of musical instruments to large 
groups 

Sheffield University. Innovation in 
humanities research: providing 
new cultural access through IT 
University of Wales. Swansea: 
Industry oriented degrees in mate¬ 
rials engineering. 

Church news 

Canon Robert Edward Gage. Can¬ 
on Precentor of Wakefield Cathe¬ 
dral, has been appointed a Mem¬ 
ber of the Churches Conservation 
Trust for three years from Decem¬ 
ber 9. in succession to the Very Rev 
Henry Edward Cham preys Staple- 
ton. Dean of Carlisle. 


Royal Society of 
Chemistry 

The following were admitted as 
Fellows of The Royal Society of 
Chemistry in October I99S. They 
are entitled to use the designation 
'Chartered Chemist' and the letters 
CChem FRSC-. 

I Addac-Mereah.SKAdhikary.TC Batson. 
A D Burt. B J BhmdelL. G R Brown. T O 
Craig. A A DobbicTH English. K inufuko. 
E J Milker. S Moharana. P C Shears. R H 
Tempter. R H Wes. G C Whiffle. 


London School of 
Economics 

The London School of Economics 
and Political Science announce 
that this year's Lakatos Award, of 
£10.000 for an outstanding contri¬ 
bution to the philosophy of science, 
is shared between: 

Professor Jeffrey Bub. University 
of Maryland, and Professor Debo¬ 
rah Mayo. Virginia Pblytechynic 
Institute and State University. 


King’s Hall, 
Taunton 

The Western Division of the 
Woodard Corporation has appoint¬ 
ed Mr James Macpherson to be 
Headmaster of Kings HalL Taun¬ 
ton in succession to Mrs Maureen 
Willson who retires in August 
1999. Mr Macpherson is currently 
Headmaster of The Dawns School. 
Wraxall. Bristol. 


Reception 

Jewish Music Heritage Trust 
The Ambassador of the Nether¬ 
lands was the host at a reception 
and afterwards was (he guest of 
honour at a concert given by the 
Jewish Music Heritage Trust last 
night at Sr John's Smith Square, as 
pan of the London International 
Jewish Music Festival. 


Mr M.RJ- Blake McGrath 
and Miss C.EA- Ogilvie Forties 
The engagement is announce; 
between Myles Robert John, son of 
Mr Michael Blake McGrath and 
Mrs Edmund Chffion. and 
Catherine Elisabeth Ann. elder 
daughter of Mr Charles Ogilvie 
Forbes and Mrs Charles Smith. 
Mr A.C.W. Dixon 
and Mrs C.F. Briggs 
The engagement is announced 
between Andrew, eldest son of Mr 
and Mrs J.W. Dixon, of Broad- 
hem psion, Devon, and Catherine, 
voungesl daughter of Mr and Mis 
B.ESt-L. Stuart, of Ickford. 
Buckinghamshire. 

Mr S. Geddes-Moody 
and Miss S.M- Kennedy 
The engagement is announced 
between Sean, son of Ms Jean 
Geddes. of Edinburgh, and 
Stephanie Margaret, daughter of 
Mr and Mrs James A. Kennedy, of 
Killeam, Stirlingshire. 

Mr JA.C OgDvy-Stuart 
and Miss J.M.C Cafocail 
The engagement is announced 
between James, son of Mr and 
Mre M-I- Ogilvy-Stuart. of 
Berkhamsted. Hertfordshire, and 
Jessica, daughter of Mr and Mrs 
J A. Cathcart. of Sydney. Australia. 
Mr SX. Pearce 
and Miss J.K. Mobsby 
The engagement is announced 
between Saul Leigh, son of Mr 
and Mrs Arnold Pearce, of 
Hampstead. London, and Julia 
Kirsrin. daughter of Mr Baer 
Mobsby. of Guildford. Surrey, and 
Mrs Russell Farley, of Haslemere. 
Surrey. 

Mr N.A.T. Pollock 
and Miss LE. Sbedden 
The engagement is announced 
between Nicholas Alexander 
Treheme. youngest son of Mr and 
Mrs Nigel Pollock, of Wonnley, 
Surrey, and Lucy Elizabeth, daugh¬ 
ter of Dr David Shedden. of 
Chilcomb. Hampshire, and Mrs 
Judith Shedden. of Winchester. 
Hampshire. 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS: Richard Baxter. Puritan 
minister. Rowton, Shropshire. 
1615: Amelia Opie, novelist and 
poeL Norwich. 1769; Baha'aliah. 
founder of the Baha'i faith, Tehe¬ 
ran. 1817: Alexander Borodin, com¬ 
poser, St R?tersburg, 1833: Auguste 
Rodin, sculptor. Paris. 1840; John 
William Strutt. 3rd Baron 
Rayleigh, physicist Nobd laureate 
1904. Malden. Essex. 1842: Sun 
Yat-sen, Chinese revolutionary. 
President of China 1912. Canton. 
1866: Grace Kelly. Princess Grace 
of Monaco, actress. Phiiadephia. 
1929. 

DEATHS: Canute foe Great. King 
of England 1016-35 and of Den¬ 
mark 1035, Shaftesbury. Dorset. 
1035: Stephen Gardiner, bishop 
and statesman. London, 1555; Sir 
John Hawkins, naval commander, 
at sea. off Puerto Rico. 1595; 
Thomas Fairfax, 3rd Baron Fairfax 
of Cameron, C-in-C of the Parlia¬ 
mentary army. Nun Appleton. 
Yorkshire. 1671; Jean-Sylvain Baii- 
ly. astronomer. 1st Mayor of Paris 
1789-91. executed. Paris, 1793: Wil¬ 
liam Hayfey. poet. Fefpham. 1820; 
Charles Kemble, actor. London. 
1854: Elizabeth GasteU. novelist, 
near Alton. Hampshire. 1865; Per- 
dval Lowell, astronomer. Flag- 
stall Arizona. 1916: Baroness Em- 
muska Orczy. novelist London. 
1947; Rudolf FrimL composer. 
Hollywood, 1972. 

The bodies of Captain Robert 
Scott. E-A- Wilson and H.R. 
Bowers, who had perished on their 
journey from the South Pole, were 
discovered, 1912. 

The German battleship Tirpirz 
was sunk in Tromso fiord, Nor¬ 
way, 1944. 

A salmon was caught in the 
Thames, the first for more than 130 
years, 1974. 

Appointment 

Mr Justice David Steel to be a 
Judge of the Admiralty Court and 
a Judge of the Commercial Court. 
He will replace Lord Justice 
Clarke, who was appointed a Lord 
Justice of Appeal on October I. 


Mr C.D.G- Wilson 
an d MissGA. Rose 
The engagement is announced 
between Christopher, eldest son of 
Mr and Mrs David Wilson, of 
W'ollaion. Nottinghamshire, and 
Carol Ann. daughter of Mr and 
Mrs W.D. Rose, of Dauntsey, 
Wiltshire. 

Marriages 

Mr H.L. Seymour 
and tbe Hon Georgina BaBUe 
The marriage took place an Fri¬ 
day. October 30. at the Stobo Kirk. 
Peeblesshire, between Hugh Sey¬ 
mour. son of Mr and Mis Leo 
Seymour, and Georgina BaiUfe. 
daughter of Lord Burton and the 
(ate Ursula. Lady Burton. 

Sir Richard Cory-Wrigfat 
and Mrs H. Wrigitt 
The marriage took place on 
Wednesday. November II. 1998, at 
Wheatley Register Office. Oxford¬ 
shire, between Sir Richard Cory- 
Wright and Hdga Wright, of 
Dorchester-on-Thames. 

Mr A.RJ*. Wade 
and Miss I.L Jagoe 
The marriage took place on Fri¬ 
day. October 16, in San Francisco, 
California. USA, of Mr Alex Wade, 
eldest son of Mrs Judith Han, of 
Magor. South Wales, and Mr 
Robert Wade, to Miss Isabel Jagoe. 
youngest daughter of Mr and Mis 
Robin Jagoe, of Ellesmere. Shrop¬ 
shire. 

The bride and groom will five in 
California in the New Year. 

Dr G-P. Wilkinson 
and Miss AG. Pieto 
The marriage took place on Satur¬ 
day, October 17, at Pembroke 
College. Oxford, of Dr Gordon 
Peter Wilkinson, son of Mr and 
Mrs Ptter Wilkinson, ofWansfonL 
Cambridgeshire, to Miss Alexan¬ 
dra Gillian Ehto. daughter of Dr 
Andrew and Dr Judith Beta of 
Bickley. KenL 

The bricfe was attended by Miss 
Anne Read. Dr Alan Grace was 
best man. 


Merchant 
Venturers of 
Bristol 

The following haw been elected 
officers of the Society of Merchant 
Venturers of the City of Bristol for 
the ensuing year: 

Master. Mr J.M. Woolley; Senior 
Warden. Mr TJ. Hood: Junior 
Warden. Mr G.A. Matthews; First 
Assistant, Mr D.M. Phrkes. 


Service dinner 

Fleet Air Ann Officers* 
Association 

Rear-Admiral Colin Cooke-Priest 
presided at the Fleet Air Arm 
Officers' Association dinner held 
last night at the Army and Navy 
Club to mark the FalkJands Cam¬ 
paign and the 58th anniversary of 
the Battle of Taranto. Rear-Admi¬ 
ral Terry Loughran. Lieutenant 
Commander John Neale. Sir 
Patrick Duffy. Sir Ralph Robins 
and Sir Michael Cobham were the 
principal guests. 


Church news 

Appointments 

The Rev David Little, Team Vicar, 
Bath Twerton-on-Avon (Bath & 
Wells), to be Deputy Chaplain. 
Bristol Prison. 

The Rev Margaret Mullins. Cu¬ 
rate. Bishopsioke (Winchester). k> 
be Team Vicar. Bicester (Oxford). 
The Rev Jennifer Oakes. Assistant 
Curate. Fradswdl. Gaytan. L Mil- 
wich and Weston, and Hixon with 
Stowe-by-Cfiartiey (Lichfield), to be 
Priest-in-Charge, Standon and 
Cotes Heath frame diocese). 

The Rev Stephen Payntcr. Team 
Vicar, North Fam borough L 
IGuildford L to be Wear. Ealing St 
Mary (London). 

The Rev William Prescott. Assist¬ 
ant Curate. Haisell St Maty 
(Guildford), to be Incumbent 
Guernsey St Saviour, and Priest- 
in-Charge. Guernsey St Margue¬ 
rite de la Foret (Winchester). 

The Rev Richard Reeve. Curate 
(Associate Vicar). Acton Green 
(London), to be Vicar. Hayes St 
Edmund of Canterbury (same 
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BIRTHS 


BIRTHS 


ALOFS - On November 8th 
■t Hm Portland Hospital, 
London, to Ton fa Stork 
and Michel Alois. a levatyr 
daughter. Noor Htnke 
Theresa. 

BARKER . On November 
10th 1998, to Anna {nda 
Janea-Penrottl and David, 
a eon. Archie Robert 
Milford. 

BRAMMER - On November 
9th at The Portland 
Hospital to Jane Hough 
and Christian Brammer, a 
daughter. Zoo. H. 

BUTCHER - On November 8th 
1998 in Oakville Ontario, 
to Stephanie Inh Drncker) 
and Kevin, a son, Gerard 
Anthony, a brother for 
Liam. 

CtKHMONDELEY - On 
November 9th 1998 to 
Sally Ini* Bneanonl and 
Tbomaa.asoa.Hngh In 
Nairobi. Kenya. 

CROWDER-On 8th 
November 6M pm al 
Cedar Sinai HospitaL 
Beverly HUM. to Kelly (ode 
tTDoablar) and Paul, a 
daughter. Zola lo weighed 
to at fittra lfir*. A sister tor 
Eds Bell AugurL 

OEVANEY-On November 
Sth at The Portland 
Hospital to Cantline and 


FOSTER - On 25 th October 
to London to Caroline {ate 
Brintonl and Stephen, a 
daughter. Charlotte Anna, 
a stator f or Alloa. 



WARD - On November 10th 
1998. Doris Beatrice, a 
dear and selfless daughter, 
sister. Nurse and friend. 
Remembered with 
gratitude and love. All 
enquiries to Crews and 
Son Funeral Directors, 
Tower Street, Exmoutb. 
01395 223522. 


WOOD - F E dlmy 
Timber-) OBE. AE.Wc. 
Cdr. RAAF, former 
commanding officer of 
No.l (County of Hertford) 
Maritime Headquarters 
Unit. Mentioned in 
despatches 1943/44 OBE 
<MILj December 1966. 
Died at home In 
Pe te rborough on 7th 
November 1998. Funeral 
Service at Peterborough 
Crematorium on 
Wednesday tsth 
November at 3.00pm. 
Donations tor 'Cancer 
Research" or *RAF 
Benevolent fund* may be 
sent lo John Lucas Funeral 
Directors. 3| Dogsthorpe 
“loai' 

AE 


FUNERAL 

arrangements 


MERtSON - Penny's Funeral 
will take place at 12.30pm 
on Friday 27ih November 
at Llanfynydd Pariah 
Church Carmarthenshire. 
All welcome. Family 
flowers only plnasc. with 
donations. ITdesired, in 
aid ot the British Heart 
FoundaUon and Oswestry 
Street Orthopaedic 
Hospital, tq David 
Watkins Funeral 
Directors. 17 Thomas 
Street. Llandello. 
Camarthenahlro SAID 
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OBITUARIES 

LIEUTENANT RONNIE SEDDON 


Merchant 
* enturers of 
HrUiol 


Lieutenant Ronald Seddon. 
DSC RNVR, died on 

October 18 aged 80. 

He was born on 
December 14.191?. 

S oon after joining the 
Navy as an Ordinary 
Seaman at the out¬ 
break of the Second 
World War. Ronnie Seddon 
received a commission, and 
after a period serving in a 

destroyer, he was appointed to 
Coastal Forces, operating 
mainly at night 
Coastal Forces’ motor tor¬ 
pedo boats and motor gun¬ 
boats fought innumerable bat¬ 
tles in the narrow seas of the 
Dover Straits, the North Sea 
and the Channel, groping for 
the enemy with often poor 
visibility, keeping as quiet as 

possible until contact was 
m a d e. Then, with all engines 
ai full power, their lightly 
built craft would dose al high 
speed to the short ranges 
necessary for a successful 
torpedo attack. 

After just such a fierce 
action against a force of six 
German E-boats in September 
1943, Temporary Lieutenant 
Seddon was mentioned in 
dispatches for his part in the 
sinking of one of them by 
ramming. 

However, his next com¬ 
mand, MTB 718. required a 
somewhat different technique. 
Based initially at Dartmouth, 
Seddon received his orders 
from a clandestine cell in the 
Admiralty, the Director Opera¬ 
tions Division (Irregular). 
With others of the 15th motor 
gunboat flotilla, he undertook 
highly secret insertions of 
SOE agents with their equip¬ 
ment along the rock-strewn 
Brittany coast of France — and 
their recovery, often accompa¬ 
nied by downed Allied airmen. 
These operations required 
very precise navigation as well 
as the utmost attention to 
concealment and deception. 

MTB 718 was one of the 228 
“D” Class boats that were 



Paul Seddon (centre) with crew members after one of his exploits on MTB 718 


built to the design of the 
enterprising Cobham-based 
Fairmile Marine Company 
and known (from the then 
current phonetic alphabet) as 
“Dog Boats". MTB 718 was 
larger and more powerful 
than others of the flotilla, with 
power-operated gun turrets 
and a speed of 42 knots. 
Uniquely, her torpedo tubes 
had been removed to make 
room for purpose-built surf- 
boats. 

In April 1944 Seddon's first 
clandestine operation recov¬ 
ered six agents from Beg-an- 
Fry. two of whom were wom¬ 
en who had escaped from a 
hostage prison and another of 
whom was a man in a 
business suit carrying a brief¬ 
case (“Just as though he was 


catching a commuter train"). 
On the return journey, they 
ran across three German pa¬ 
trol boats who Tired at them 
killing one sailor, but decep¬ 
tive signalling caused the 
Germans to think they had 
fired at one of their own. So 
they desisted. 

Later, MTB 718’s she and 
endurance caused her to be 
picked for a hazardous “life 
and death" operation, sailing 
from Lerwick in the Shet- 
iands to BataJden Island, to 
the north of Bergen on the 
well-defended Norwegian 
coast. The objective was to 
pick up two agents and a 
family of nine before they fell 
into Gestapo hands. Dense 
fog fortunately compensated 
for the lack of darkness in 


those latitudes in May; Sed¬ 
don was wryly amused to 
learn subsequently that it was 
officially considered unlikely 
that he would return. 

Shortly after D-Day in June 
1944, Seddon landed three 
agents by surfboat near St 
Brieuc. Manned, as was the 
custom by the second-in-com¬ 
mand and two sailors, the 
surfboat due to a radio 
failure, did not achieve the 
return rendezvous and Sed¬ 
don had no alternative but to 
leave at dawn for Dartmouth 
without it The surfboat crew 
managed to hide their boat 
and to make contact with the 
Resistance, eventually joining 
the “pipeline” of escapees a 
month later. Seddon himself 
was a passenger in the MTB 
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Professor Evan Fletcher, 
OBE. cardiologist 
died on October 14 
aged 81. He was born on 
January 17,1917. 

EVAN FLETCHER was distin¬ 
guished in three related fields: 
as a consultant physician, a 
university professor and con¬ 
tributor to medical research. 
Bom in Northern Ireland, he 
had a strong classical educa¬ 
tion, the results of which 
remained with him for the 
whole of his life. His prodi¬ 
gious memory and intellect 
his enormous knowledge of 
the classics and of English 
literature, as well as oF mod¬ 
em languages, made him a 
fascinating companion even to 
those who did not share his 
medical interests. 

Despite his leaning towards 
classics, he went to Queen's 
University, Belfast, in 1935 to 
read mathematics and then 
medicine. He qualified as a 
doctor in 1939 and immediate¬ 
ly volunteered to join the 
Armed Forces. He was soon to 
be posted on active duty as a 
medical officer with the Brit¬ 
ish Expeditionary Force in 


France. Within just a few 
weeks of leaving the class¬ 
room he had carried out 
hundreds of emergency opera¬ 
tions. Maturity, he used to 
say. came very quickly. 

In June 1940 he took part in 
the evacuation from Dunkirk, 
and later that year he was sent 
to India, where he served with 
distinction for the rest of the 
war on the North-West Fron¬ 
tier and in Central Command 
in Delhi. 

in 1946 he returned home to 
Northern Ireland and soon 
became a senior registrar at 
the Royal Victoria Hospital. In 
1948 he was appointed a 
consultant physician, becom¬ 
ing head of cardiology at the 
Belfast City Hospital, a post 
that he held until 1970. He was 
also a specialist in tropical 
diseases. 

In 1965 he became a Fellow 
of the Royal College of Physi¬ 
cians, and three years later he 
was appointed OBE (military) 
for his work as a colonel in the 
Territorial Army. He was an 
Honorary Physician to the 
Queen, and a Fellow of the 
American College of Cardiolo¬ 
gy, and served as president of 
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IN MEMORIAM - 
PRIVATE 


rofiRESTER - John 
1921-1992 RJLP. So much 
missed S. 

OWEN - Ivan Dale, DA., 
beloved husband of 
Maureen and father of 
Justin. Julian and the late 
Jason- Distinguished 
Architect. Planner and 
Humanitarian, whose 
intellect, humour, loving 
kindness and courage are 
so deeply missed since he 
deputed this life on the 
12th November 199 7. 
Remembered in all waya 
and at all times with our 
greatest love. 
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the Irish Cardiac Society. 
During his career he produced 
many medical publications, 
especially in the field of cardiol¬ 
ogy. the best known being his 
Atlas of Cardiology (1960). He 
was a regular contributor to 
cardiac societies and journals 
throughout the world. 

On leaving the City Hospi¬ 
tal in 1971 he moved to the 
United States, where he be¬ 
came professor of cardiology 
at the University of Kentucky 
and a visiting professor at the 
University of Arizona. Then in 
1973, ax the peak of his career, 
he was appointed professor of 
medicine at the University of 
Texas and director of audi¬ 
ology at the Texas Medical 
Centre in Houston, one of the 
foremost centres for the treat¬ 
ment of cardiac disease in the 
world. 

After five years there he 
returned home and began a 
further career as adviser in 
cardiovascular medicine to 
Glaxo. During a long associa¬ 
tion with clinical pharma¬ 
cology within Glaxo his know¬ 
ledge and experience, particu¬ 
larly in the field of electracardi- 
ology, was put to good use, 
and he made valuable contri¬ 
butions to the development of 
a number of important drugs, 
including Zantac. Lmigran 
and Screven t. 

He continued working up to 
the time of his death, and was 
very proud at the age of 80 that 
the company asked him to 
extend his contract Even at 
that age he had an obsessively 
analytical mind and was still 
capable of making original 
contributions to a specialist 
field that he had made very 
much his own. 

He also continued to write 

— poetry among other things 

— to learn, and to cultivate 
both his garden and his 
investment portfolio. 

He married Dolores de 
Grey-Warter in 1940, and she 
survives him along with his 
daughter and a stepdaughter. 


PAUL McKEE 


that recovered them: he raid 
afterwards that he hoped he 
would never have another 
month tike it in all his life. 

MTB 718 thereafter carried 
out a number of sorties behind 
enemy tines in support of the 
Frendi Resistance in Brittany, 
some of which were punctu¬ 
ated with gunfire and hardly 
clandestine. From October 
1944. however, Seddon was 
again employed on a series of 
_ five long-distance clandestine 
operations to Norway and 
Denmark, bringing back 
agents from an island near 
Stavanger and playing cat- 
and-mouse with German con¬ 
voy escorts in the Skagerrak. 

On one occasion the wea¬ 
ther was so bad that his 
Norwegian pilot proposed 
abandonment. Seddon hav¬ 
ing derided to press on. the 
MTB only just made it back 
to port, badly flooded, with all 
its wireless equipment wet 
and unserviceable. He had 
been on the bridge continu¬ 
ously for 58 hours. He and his 
second in command. Lieuten¬ 
ant Guy Hamilton were sub¬ 
sequently awarded the DSC 
in December 1945. 

Before the war Ronnie 
Seddon had been an actor ai 
the Liverpool Playhouse — 
and it was this that led to 
MTB 718 being “adopted", to 
the plaudits of the crew, by 
the Windmill Theatre (of the 
famous “We never dosed” 
double entendre) rather than, 
as was more usual, by a local 
council. He also played foot¬ 
ball for the Liverpool Re¬ 
serves. 

In 1946, having married 
Luca Kaplan, whose family 
had escaped the Russian 
Revolution, he joined his 
father-in-law's toy-making 
firm, rising to take charge of, 
and diversify, the business. A 
keen golfer, he was president 
of the Society of Surrey Golf 
Captains. 

His wife died in 1969 and 
he is survived by their daugh¬ 
ter and two sons. 


Paul McKee 
former Deputy Chief 
Executive of ITN and 

Deputy Managing Director 
of Yorkshire Television, died 
from leukaemia on 

November 9 aged 59. He 
was born on March 7.1939. 

PAUL McKEE did more than 
anyone else to change the face 
of British television on general 
election nights. Starting in 
. 1966 from small, almost 
Heath Robinson, beginnings, 
he applied computers to the 
virtually instant presentation 
of results on the screen. 

His first encounter with 
televisor and politics was in 
1964, at the election which first 
brought Harold Wilson to 
office. He was one of the team 
of computer experts recruited 
to assist 1TN from the English 
Electric Company. 

These were the salad days of 
TVs dalliance with comput¬ 
ers. Alastair Burnet was mak¬ 
ing his first appearance as the 
presenter of ITN's election 
night coverage in Studio Nine 
in Television" House, Associat¬ 
ed-Rediffusion's headquarters 
in Kingsway. London. 

McKee's colleagues from 
English Electric were fascinat¬ 
ed by politics and particularly 
interested in studying voting 
behaviour, and a long and 
mutually advantageous associ¬ 
ation grew up between them 
and ITN. 

In the 1966 general election 
the English Electric KDF 9 
computer — a vast array of 
racks and cable — was erected 
in the scene dock of Studio 
Nine, which had been special¬ 
ly air-conditioned for its sake. 
During the rehearsal on the eve 
of the election, the computer 
did not behave welL McKee and 
his team found that the air was 
too dry and, with characteris¬ 
tic resourcefulness, they main¬ 
tained an electric kettle boiling 
off steam in the comer, keep¬ 
ing the computer happy 
throughout the twoday broad¬ 
cast 

In the 1970s McKee joined 
ITN'S managerial team. The 
election unit had become con¬ 
cerned that the fascinating 
analysis of voting trends, 
which poured from the com¬ 
puter. was not available quick¬ 
ly enough and in presentable 
form for the anchormen to 
take advantage of it on the air. 

From then on McKee trans¬ 
formed the nature of ITVs 
coverage on election nights. 
He discovered a way of turn¬ 
ing the computer's output into 
graphic images directly onto 
the TV screen. The system was 
based on a device tired in the 
textile industry to draw de¬ 
signs of Fair Isle jumpers. 

ITN then dispensed with 
using academics on the air to 
explain the variable voting 
trends as the results poured in. 
Journalists were trained to 



operate the machine's key¬ 
board, not only to analyse 
election trends, but to discover 
voting patterns rather like an 
air traffic controller monitor¬ 
ing flight paths on his screen. 
This enabled ITN to sjx>t early 
trends and get more interest¬ 
ing voting stories on the air 
and in half the time it had 
previously taken. 

Peter Snow was the first to 
use the device on election 
nighL It was called VT30 and 
was the equivalent of a Bleriot 
aeroplane compared with his 
current graphics on the BBC. 
Peter Sissons operated the 
much enhanced system after 
Snow joined the BBCs elec¬ 
tion team. 

McKee's advice was sought 
by TV election teams all over 
the world — from NBC News 
in America to TV networks in 
India, Israel and the Irish 
Republic. Wherever he went, 
he forged friendships with the 
teams whose respect for his 
professionalism was unbound¬ 
ed. At NBC during presiden¬ 
tial elections, they called their 
graphics device ‘The ITN". • 

Paul McKee went to school 
at St Bede's Grammar School. 
Bradford, and graduated as a 
mathematician from imperial 
College. London. Having made 
himself indispensable to ITN, 
he went on to develop his 
career in a unique way for 
British television boffins. Soon 
he was straddling several 
different disciplines. He was 
ITN's key negotiator with 
Channel Four at the start of 
Channel Four News. He 
played a leading role as man¬ 
ager in introducing new tech¬ 
nology into ITN. He continued 
to mastermind ITN'S election 
night computer programming 
and started to develop exit 
polls with the Lou Harris 
Organisation. For a while he 
edited Channel Four News. 


His cool temperament and 
keen mind built confidence in 
all who worked with him on 
election nights — Alastair 
Burnet, Peter Snow. Peter 
Sissons. Robert Kee. Alastair 
Stewart, Andrew Gardner, Pe¬ 
ter Jay. George flitch. He was 
always available with wise 
and reasonable advice. 

At elections from the 1970s 
into the 19S0s he would assem¬ 
ble. in the dug-out below the 
anchormen's desks, a remark¬ 
able array of brain power, 
ranging from a Cambridge 
professor to senior executives 
in computer companies; who 
would be keen to carry out any 
number crunching for him. It 
would be left to McKee to read 
the election runes and fine- 
tune the running forecast of 
the final outcome. Apart from 
bringing a military profession¬ 
alism to the task in hand, he 
regarded it all as huge fun. 

From 1977 to 1986, he was 
deputy chief executive of ITN 
and from 1986 to 1988 deputy 
managing director of York¬ 
shire Television. His other 
passion was horse raring. 
With a few friends he owned 
Little Folveir, which won the 
Scottish Grand National in 
1987. They sold the horse in 
1989, a matter of weeks before 
it won the Grand National. A 
friend who watched the Ain- 
tree race with McKee said that 
after the finish he stood by his 
Lenten commitment not to 
take a drink, but came near to 
diewing the carpet 

In the last year, despite 
increasing frailty from his 
illness, he travelled to India 
and to the Irish Republic to 
advise on election coverage. 

McKee never married. He is 
survived by five sisters and a 
brother, and by his partner. 
Liz Lorimar. who looked after 
him devotedly during his long 
illness. 


sir ian Mclennan 


Sir Ian McLennan, KCMG, 
KBE, Australian 
industrialist died on 
October 25 aged 88. He was 
born on November 30.1909. 

ALTHOUGH he had no wish 
for personal publicity, lan 
McLennan was one of the 
most influential businessmen 
and economic innovators in 
Australian history, making a 
major contribution to the de¬ 
velopment of Broken Hill 
Proprietary — the industrial 
giant familiarly known as 
“The Big Australian”. 

Recent market setbacks and 
executive upheavals at BHP 
must have caused McLennan 
much grief and puzzlement, 
because in his 44 years with 
the company he did not once 
see profit dedine. BHP ad¬ 
vanced hugely under his or¬ 
ganised, determined and imag¬ 
inative leadership, as chief 
general manager from 1950, 
managing director from 1967, 
and then chairman from 1971 
to his retirement in 1977. 

lan Munro McLennan was 
the son of a rich flour-milling 
family in Northern Victoria, 
able to send him to Scotch 
College in Melbourne. He 


took an electrical engineering 
degree at Melbourne Univer¬ 
sity before enrolling in the 
BHP cadet scheme in 1933, at 
its Whyalla plant in South. 
Australia. He showed early 
ability in management at 
BHP*s major Newcastle steel¬ 
works. This was a focus of the 
war effort from 1939, required 
speedily to develop ferro-al¬ 
loys. tungsten carbide and 
magnesium to replace im¬ 
ports. McLennan's involve¬ 
ment earned him the attention 
of the powerful Essington 
Lewis, head of BHP since 1921, 
and the nation's first wartime 
director of munitions. 

When McLennan began his 
executive career in 1947. the 
company was still somewhat 
uncertainly expanding from 
its origins mining silver, but 
McLennan gave a focus to the 
growing giant, involving it in 
the entire range of mineral 
resources. Within five years, 
he had enlarged the staff of 
exploration geologists from 
three to 58. and he accepted 
expert American advice that 
Australia’s best prospects of 
oil or natural gas deposits 
were offshore. In the late 1960s 
oil and gas were found and 


developed at several BHP 
offshore sites, contributing 
greatly to Australia's stability 
and prosperityduring the oil 
shocks of the 1970s. 

McLennan's continuing in¬ 
terest in science and research, 
led both to company advances 
and to his personal involve¬ 
ment in bodies such as Austral¬ 
ia's Commonwealth Scientific 
Industrial and Research Or¬ 
ganisation. He retired in No¬ 
vember 1977, becoming chair¬ 
man of ANZ Banking Group 
until 1982, and holding vari¬ 
ous other company positions, 
notably as chairman of Elders 
(IXL) Ltd from 1981 to 1985. 

Appointed CBE in 1956, 
KBE in 1963. and KCMG in 
1979, he received awards also 
from industry and business, 
as well as several honorary 
degrees. In 1966 the Japanese 
Government conferred on him 
the First Class Order of the 
Sacred Treasury, recognising 
his concern for Australia's 
new relationship with Asia. 

In 1937 McLennan married 
Dora Robertson, the secretary 
of his first BHP manager site 
predeceased him. He is sur¬ 
vived by two sons and a 
daughter. 
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INDEPENDENCE 

BUT NO PEACE 

WAR-TORN, divided Angola became 
independent today under two names 
and with two different groups claiming 
to be its government In Luanda, Dr 
Agostinho Neto, leader of the left wing 
Popular Movement for the liberation of 
Angola (MPLA). told a huge crowd in a 
stadium near the city centre that the 
country's new name was the People’s 
Republic of Angola. At a brief ceremony 
at the city hall later this morning he was 
proclaimed the republic’s first presi¬ 
dent However, Mr Holden Roberto, 
head of foe rival National From for-the 
liberation of Angola (FNLA), an¬ 
nounced that foe country was to be 
called the People's Democratic Republic 
of Angola. According to a statement 
released in Kinshasa, the capital of 
Zaire, foe FNLA and the third liberation 
movement the Union for foe Total 
Independence of Angola (Unita), have 
formed a joint national council for foe 
revolution which will act as the govem- 
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Celebrating 13 yean? struggle against 
the Portuguese. Angola still had to 
decide which party was to govern the 
country 


ment for the time being. All three 
movements held their own separate 
independence celebrations during the 
night 

While they were celebrating, the war 
was still going on. The joint FNLA-Uni- 
ta column which has been thrusting its 
way northwards parallel to the Atlantic 
coast has now taken foe port of Novo 
Redondo and is close to Porto Amboim, 
only 260 miles south of Luanda. The 
force. led by white mercenaries and 
equipped whh armoured cars and 


helicopters, is moving at remarkable 
speed and in less than three weeks has 
covered over 600 miles. Independence in 
Luanda was greeted by singing and 
cheering and loud bursts of machine- 
gun and rocket fire. Thousands of 
people turned out to attend the raising of 
the republic's new flag (red and black 
with a yellow star, machete and 
cogwheel). At the stroke of midnight 
heavily armed troops began to let off 
tens of thousands of rounds of ammuni¬ 
tion into the sky in what must have been 
one of the most dangerous fireworks 
displays ever devised. That there were 
no casualties was extraordinary in view 
of the random way some of foe soldiers 
were shooting. However, a Red Cross 
aircraft which was coming in to land at 
Luanda airport was hit in the fuselage 
and a flight from Lisbon refused to land. 
The atmosphere in Luanda was scarcely 
festive. All shops and offices were dosed 
and foe streets virtually deserted. The 
city’s water supply has been cut off for 
over 24 hours, apparently because foe 
pipeline from Quifangondo has been 
damaged by artillery fire. 
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West prepares to attack Iraq 

■ The United States and Britain moved last night to the brink 
of a military attack aga inst Iraq, rushing extra firepower to the 
Gulf while pulling staff out of countries across the region. 

The leap in the scale and urgency of military preparations 
came as the United Nations withdrew more than 400 weapons 
inspectors and staff out of Baghdad. Non-essential British and 
American embassy staff were ordered out of the area...Page I 

Last survivors return to sacred theatre 

■ Down the brooding walls of the Menin Gate scroll 57.000 

names of the dead from the Ypres Salient who have no known 
grave. It is the most potent of places for file last act of 
remembrance to commemorate the end of the First World War 
attended by those who were there. The British lost 300,000 
dead, wounded and missing.-.—Page 1 


Museum art theft 

Two important oil sketches by 
John Constable are missing, the 
Victoria and Albert Museum 
admitted last night. The London 
museum last saw them in August 
and believes they have been 
stolen-...Page I 

Drug charge dropped 

A primary school deputy head¬ 
mistress accused of laundering 
drugs money spoke of her 10- 
month ordeal after walking free 
from court Charges against Pat¬ 
ricia Taylor were dropped when 
she appeared before magistrates 
this week-Page 3 

Pinochet warning 

James Callaghan and Edward 
Heath could lace arrest abroad in 
connection with allegations of tor¬ 
ture in Northern Ireland if the 
principle of immunity from pros¬ 
ecution for heads of state was 
removed, five law lords were 
told-Page 6 

Drink case retrial 

Magistrates who sparked a storm 
of outrage after failing to impose 
a drink-drive ban on a hunt mas¬ 
ter have been ordered to re-hear 
the case by the Court of 
Appeal ___Page 8 

Schools on notice 

Schools producing some of the 
best results in the country could 
nevertheless be letting down their 
pupils, according to Chris 
Woodhead, the Chief Inspector of 
Schools.-.Page 10 


Maestro poached 

The maestro of the New York 
Philharmonic has been poached 
for London in a notable coup. 
Kurt Masur will become princi¬ 
pal conductor of the London Phil¬ 
harmonic in autumn 2000Page 11 

Traditional role 

The Prime Minister has decided 
to stick with tradition over the 
appointment of the next Poet Lau¬ 
reate. As he set in train the 
lengthy procedure of consultation 
over the successor to Ted Hughes. 
Tony Blair said old friends that 
he had do intention of opting for a 
“trendy popstar”-Page 12 

CIA quit threat 

The director of the CIA threat¬ 
ened to resign last month if Presi¬ 
dent Clinton caved in to 
Binyamin Netanyahu's demand 
for the release of Jonathan Bal¬ 
lard, an American Jew who did 
sold thousands of secrets to 
Israel-Page 17 

Celebrities blow in 

Aid may be slow in reaching hur¬ 
ricane-ravaged Honduras, but 
the celebrities are arriving in 
droves. First it was George Bush, 
the former United States 
President-. .-Page 20 

Zimbabwe standstill 

Zimbabwe was paralysed as 
workers throughout the country 
supported a call to strike in pro¬ 
test over soaring prices and Presi¬ 
dent Mugabe’s mishandling of 
the economy _Page ZI 
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Manchester pupils Olivia HQ1. 5, Amy H alii well. 4, and Hugo Allan. 5. joined millions in falling silent for Armistice Day 


Preview: Victoria Wood’s sitcom 
charts life in a works canteen. 
Dinnerladies (BBCI, 930pm) Re¬ 
view: Joe Joseph on a big step 
backwards for Inspector 
Morse..Pages 54.55 


Brawn’s BDk Gordon Brown is to 
push ahead with legislation to 
tighten regulation of the financial 
services industry in the new session 

of Parliament__—Page 29 

Trade war Brussels plans to take 
legal action against Washington in 
the WTO over a US threat to im¬ 
pose punitive tariffs against Euro¬ 
pean exports-Page 29 

Late payment tow: Sir Clive 
Thompson, the president of the 
Confederation of British Industry, 
was accused of flouting the spirit of 
late payment laws at Rentokil 
Initial...Page 28 

Markets: The FTSE100 rose 443 to 
54763. The pound fell .11 cents to 
$1.6612 and 1.18 pfennig to 
DM2.7875. The sterling index fell to 
100.4 from 100.8__Page 32 


Football: Roy Evans’S position as 
joint manager of Liverpool looked 
increasingly uncertain after a day 
of talks at the chib. He could be 
gone this week-Page 56 

Rugby union: The South African 
touring team cited the Glasgow 
flanker. Jason White, over an al¬ 
leged stamping incident in die 
opening match-Page 52 

Cricket England will not fully re¬ 
veal their Ashes strategy in their 
final warm-up game against 
Queensland, partly because they 
are uncertain what it should 


DC. __ __ _ rage au 

Bryant's Eye: Can there ever be 
arty prize in sport so golden, so 
glittering, that it is worth the sad¬ 
dest loss of all — the loss of a 
childhood?-Page 54 


Hamsters don’t see to believe 

■ The average hamster on his wheel is going nowhere, fast 
But in the great outdoors they can find their way about 
blindfolded. Swiss scientists have shown that hamsters use a 
form of dead reckoning, as employed by sailors, to find their 
food They compute their positions from knowing how fast they 
have been travelling, and for how long.Page 8 
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□ General: rain will clear in eastern 
England to leave a mainly dry 
afternoon with spells of sunshine. In 
western parts of England and in 
Wales there will be sunny spells but 
showers. Northern Ireland and Scot¬ 
land wiH have a showery, windy day. 

□ London, SE, E England, E 
Anglia: morning rain, dry later. Mod¬ 
erate S wind, later NW. Max IOC (50FY 

□ Cent S&N England, E&W Mid¬ 
lands: rain then sunny spells. Mod¬ 
erate S wind, later W. Max 11C (52F). 

□ Channel Isles, SW England, S 
Wales: sun and odd shower. Moder¬ 
ate W to NW wind. Max 11C (52F). 

□ N Wales, NW England, Lakes, 
loM: sun and showers, some sharp 
Moderate W wind. Max IOC (50F). 


Cinema i: The British film director 
James Whale, who made Franken¬ 
stein and committed suicide in 
1957. is himself the subject of two 
new movies—...—Page 38 

Cinema 2: The week’s new movies 
reviewed, including Terry 
GflUarn’s screen version of Hunter 
S. Thompson’s cult Seventies novel. 
Fear and Loathing in Las 

39 

London theatre: Patrick Barlow’s 
National Theatre of Brent brings 
its gentle royal satire to the West 

40 

Music coup: Richard Morrison 
breaks some much-needed good 
news: the London Philharmonic 
Orchestra has lured New York's 
maestro, Kurt Masur. to be its chief 
conductor-Page 41 


TOMORROW 


IN THE TIMES 


■ MEDIA 
Forget BBCI’s The 
Human Body. 
Channel’s Body 
Story may be even better 

■ EDUCATION 
What happens when 
schools force children 
to sign contracts 

of good behaviour 


□ NE England: rain clearing, ihen 
sun and showers. Moderate to fresh S 
wind, later W. Max IOC (50F). 

□ SW, NE, NW Scotland, Glas¬ 
gow, Cent Highlands, Argyll, N 
Ireland: showers. Fresh to strong W 
wind. Max IOC (50F). 

□ Borders, Edinburgh & Dundee, 
Aberdeen, Moray Rrtft, Orkney: 
rain then showers. Strong SE wind, 
later SW. Max IOC (50F). 

□ Shetland: rain. Moderate to fresh 
SEwind. Max 7C (45F). 

□ Republic of Ireland: showers and 
bright intervals. Winds W, strong or 
gale. Max IOC (50F). 

□ Outlook: tomorrow cool with 
showers in north and rain in south. 
Sun and showers on Saturday. 


Dr Thomas Stuttaford: Seaweed 
and cellulite; prostate cancer; child¬ 
ren and discipline: hepatitis B: the 

benefits of tea-Page 22 

Baring alk “1 didn't think it was 
right that I should keep my clothes 
on." Nicole Kidman talks to 
Christa D'Souza about nudity on 
stage and short men-Page 23 


Reviews: Harold Evans’s editorial 
brio and adroit use of pictures en¬ 
thuses Raymond Seitz. Plus re¬ 
views of work by Ruth ftawer 
Jhabvala: A.S. Byatt: Michael 
fgnatieff- Pages 41 43 


Queen’s prizes: Steps leading to 
progress in higher education have 
beat rewarded with Queen’S Anni¬ 
versary Prizes_Pages 44-48 

Best buys: Cows and computers: 
Internet courses in the West Coun¬ 
try; Italian cities for Christmas 
shopping: Latin American 
specials-Page 49 


3MEK 


Diplomats from more than 150 na¬ 
tions gathered in Buenos Aires this 
week to assess what they had done 
since the Kyoto agreement on glob¬ 
al warming last December. The 
answer is. not much. They can be 
happy about one thing. Nobody 
has successfully challenged the ur¬ 
gency of their mission. 

The New York Times 


An end to illusions 

Saddam now wants to present tire 
international community with a 
choice between a military response 
of real consequence or once more 
offering him a set of inducements to 
accept a few more months of exter¬ 
nal evaluation.-.Page 25 

Britain needs Scotland 

The English and the Scots are in¬ 
deed different But we have more m 
common with each other than with 
any other country-Page 25 

Cannabis pills 

Many Britons would agree with the 
inhabitants of several American 
states who have voted to allow 
cannabis to be given to patients 
with severe or terminal 
illnesses-Page 25 


anatole kaletsky 

The most fundamental and reliable 
reason why a recession is extremely 
unlikely next year, at least in Brit¬ 
ain and the United States, is 
because our Governments and cen¬ 
tral banks are wilting and able to 
ensure that a recession does not 

takeplaoe..-Plage 24 

MAGNUS UNKLATER 
For Downing Street these days, 
power devolved must seem a bit 
like mercury. Once it escapes, get¬ 
ting it back into the tube is the 
devil's own business.Page 24 

ROSEMARY RIGHTER 

Just as Saddam advertised his in¬ 
tentions to an inattentive world in 
the months before he invated Ku¬ 
wait, so Iraq has been openly pre¬ 
paring since the spring for a 
showdown with the UN this 
autumn...-.Paw: 24 


Li Ronnie Seddon, RNVR; Profes¬ 
sor Ewan Fletcher, cardiologist; 
Pan! McKee. UN Page 27 

Territorial Army: aid and debt in 
Central America: National Trust: a 
voice from the trenches; mediation 
services; First World War; Advent 
calendars; in praise of bridge 
players.-..Page 25 
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Changes to chart below from noon: tow E drifts east with little change; tow B loses 
its identity; tow K moves north and deepens; high F moves south and declines 
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Johnny Depp's new 
film has plenty 
to fear and loathe 

PAGES 38-41 



jj^jj BUSINESS EDITOR Patience Wheatcroft 


THURSDAY NOVEMBER 12 1998 


Brussels to put banana battle before WTO 
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By Carl Mortished, 
international 
business editor 

BRUSSELS plans to take legal 
action against Washington in the 
world Trade Organisation (WTO) 
(wera US threat to impose punitive 
tariffs against European exports. 

The counter-threat of retaliation 
from the European Commission fur¬ 
ther escalates the war or words be¬ 
tween London and Brussels and in¬ 
creases the chance that the phoney 


"banana war* could turn into a full- 
scale trade conflict. 

Fears are growing that Washing¬ 
ton’s determination to fight the EU's 
discrimination against Central 
American bananas might lead to tit- 
for-tat tariffs. A trade war would 
tear to shreds plans for a transatlan¬ 
tic economic partnership, a comer- 
stone of the strategy erected by the 
big trading blocs to avert recession. 

Jacques Samer. President of the 
EU Commission, has written to Pres¬ 
ident Clinton, complaining that uni¬ 


lateral action would be a breach of 
America's commitments to the 
WTO. The EU Commission Presi¬ 
dent then threatened to seek settle¬ 
ment of the dispute at the WTO on 
November 25 if the US fails to back 
down. 

The first shots in the battle were 
fired on Tuesday when Washington 
published a lengthy list of goods 
which would be subjected to 100 per 
cent duty if the EU failed to reform 
its banana import regime. Hie list 
ranges from French wine to ball¬ 


point pens, and tweed jackets to 
light fittings. 

EU officials were incensed yester¬ 
day. claiming that the tariffs would 
affect European exports worth 13 
billion ecus (£910 million) while the 
UK alone would suffer a £100 
million loss in trade. 

The threat and counter-threat is 
worrying because the high-level 
brinkmanship could threaten thus 
stability of the WTO. The WTO was 
created when the system of tariff 
agreements under the WTO's 


predecessor. Gatt, was nearing col¬ 
lapse. In hislener to Mr Clinton. M 
San ter said the threatened US tar¬ 
iffs would be a grave political mis- 
judgment, given the need to work to¬ 
gether to alleviate world economic 
problems. He wrote: “These are is¬ 
sues of much greater weight than 
our differences over the banana 
regime.” 

A spokesman for the EU Commis¬ 
sion said: “This has now gone 
beyond bananas.” 

The banana war has been years in 


the making and concerns the prefer¬ 
ential treatment given by Brussels to 
banana producers in Africa and the 
Caribbean, mainly former colonies. 

The US. jointly with Latin Ameri¬ 
can banana producers, challenged 
the regime in 1996 and the WTO 
found in their favour, resulting in 
new EU rules which are due io come 
into effect in January. 

Sceptics view the US action as of 
dubious origin, pointing to the 
absence of any American banana 
production. 
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Financial 
services 
Bill in 
Queen’s 
speech 

By Philip Webster, political editor 
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GORDON BROWN is to 
push ahead with legislation 
designed to tighten regula¬ 
tion of the financial servic¬ 
es industry in file new ses¬ 
sion of Parliament begin¬ 
ning at the end of this 
month. 

In spite of strong critidsra 
that he is handing over too 
much power to one oentral 
regulator, the Chancellor 
has managed to secure a slot 
for his Bill in the forthcom¬ 
ing Queen’s speech. 

Both he and Tony Blair be¬ 
lieve that it would be send¬ 
ing (he wrong message if. 
having called regularly for 
greater openness and trans¬ 
parency in the Far Eastern 
financial markets, Britain 
was seen to be holding tack 
on its own financial services 
industry. 

But the Financial Services 
and Markets Bill, which has 
been circulated in draft 
form, has been changed to 
take account of criticisms 
from the industry. 

The new Financial Servic¬ 
es Authority, which has tak¬ 
en over from the old Securi¬ 
ties and Investments Board, 
has been set up under the 
chairmanship of Howard 
Davies, former Deputy Gov¬ 
ernor of the Bank of Eng¬ 
land. However, the FSA is 
awaiting the passage of the 
Bill before it can take on its 
main supervisory and regu¬ 
latory functions. . 

Stephen Byers- the Chief 
Secretary to the Treasury, 
who will be in charge of pilot¬ 
ing the legislation through 
Parliament, was reported by 
Treasury sources yesterday 
to believe that the Govern¬ 
ment has strode a fair bal¬ 
ance between the need fora 
tmigh regime and the need 
to avoid putting too many 
new and burdensome regula¬ 
tions on the industry; 

The fiercest behind-the- 
scenes argument has been 
over the PSA’s powers to 
deal with market abuse, ac¬ 
cording to government sourc¬ 


es. That appears to have 
been settled. 

But there have also been 
strong arguments over the 
authority's accountability. 
MPs and trade associations 
for the wholesale and retail 
securities markets have been 
pressing for it to be reined 
back and answerable to Par¬ 
liament. There have been 
calls for changes to the disci¬ 
plinary procedures, which at 
present offer little protection 
to alleged wrongdoers until 
after the authority has decid¬ 
ed to censure or fine *hpm. 

■ Mr Byers has been hying 
to balance the arguments of 
those who want the Govern¬ 
ment to crack down on finan¬ 
cial cowboys and those who 
say that too much regulation 
will see companies moving 
from London to Frankfurt or 
other financial centres. 

□ The FSA yesterday said 
that it wants to see personal 
finance on the curriculum in 
schools (Anne Ashworth 
writes). 

However, the learning 
process will not stop at the 
school gate, but will contin¬ 
ue through adult life. 

In a consultation paper, the 
FSA provided an outline of 
how it would fulfil its statuto¬ 
ry obligation of promoting 
consumer education. Chris¬ 
tine Famish, the ESA's direc¬ 
tor of consumer relations, 
said that the aim was to 
“give consumers the tools 

they need to make important 
financial derisions”. 

The paper makes a number 
of proposals, including a se¬ 
ries of town meetings across 
the United Kingdom and ac¬ 
tion to ensure that financial 
literacy becomes part of the 
National Curriculum “as a 
core skill in the preparation 
for adult life". 

In a move that is bound to 
cause controversy in the fi¬ 
nancial services industry. 

the FSA also proposes to de¬ 
velop a range of indicators to 
help consumers to compare 
financial offers. 



Under Sir Clive Thompson, the chief executive, Rentokil is causing concern among small businesses about its late payment terms to suppliers 


By Christine Buckley 

INDUSTRIAL CORRESPONDENT 

SLR CLIVE Thompson. Presi¬ 
dent of file Confederation of 
British Industry, was yester¬ 
day accused of flouting the 
spirit of late payment laws. 

New laws demand that big 
business pays interest at 8 per 
cent above base rate if it is late 
paying small suppliers — un¬ 
less it agrees other terms. 
Rentokil, where Sir Clive is 


Rentokil in late-pay row 


chief executive, has offered its 
hundreds of suppliers 1 per 
cent above Midland Bank’s 
base rate for bills unpaid after 
65 days. Its letter says: “We are 
only prepared to do business 
with you on these terms." 

The Federation of Small 
Businesses has complained to 


Barings victims’ 
compensation 
hopes dashed 


By Gavin Lumsden 


H UND REDS of victims of the 
1995 Barings crash have had 
their last realistic hopes of com¬ 
pensation dashed by the ac¬ 
tion of three LIS vulture funds. 

Yesterday the Franklin. Hal¬ 
cyon and Scoggins funds voted 
down proposals that would 
have given investors in bonds is¬ 
sued by the failed bank in 1986 
60 per cent of their money back. 

Unlike other institutional in¬ 
vestors in the 1986 bonds, the 
Wall Street trio believe they 
can hold out for a better deal. 

However, their rejection has 
scuppered a separate deal 
struck in the summer that 
would have benefited hun¬ 
dreds of private investors who 
bough! another tranche of 
bonds from Barings in 1994. 

In July the 1994 bondhold¬ 
ers voted to accept an offer of 
just 24 per cent compensation, 
as part of a complex £85 mil¬ 
lion settlement hammered wit 
by the City Disputes Panel. 


This deal was dependent on 
the 1986 group of investors ac¬ 
cepting their offer. 

The dissaving vulture funds 
were not investors at the time of 
Barings’s demise. However, 
they have bought more than 
half of the 1986 floating rate 
notes from institutional inves¬ 
tors who had grown tired of the 
tortuous compensation process. 

The collapse of the settlement 
means bondholders may have 
to wait years as Ernst & Young, 
the liquidators, recommence lio- 
gation against Pricewalerhouse- 
Coopers, auditors to Barings at 
the time of Hs crash. This is not 
expected to yield much as pro¬ 
fessional fees in the case al¬ 
ready exceed £10 million. 

Jonathan Stone, head of the 
Barings Bondholders Associa¬ 
tion. blamed the collapse on 
lengthy legal delays. The 
Bank of England should have 
done more to push a settle¬ 
ment along.” 


Peter Mandelson. Trade and 
Industry Secretary, that this 
means small firms can be 
squeezed fry larger businesses. 

Bernard Juby, of file federa¬ 
tion, said: "This is a prime ex¬ 
ample of big business dilat¬ 
ing its terms to its smaller sup¬ 
pliers. The sting is in the tail as 

Bank backs 
Chancellor’s 
optimism 

By Janet Bush 

THE Bank of England yester¬ 
day unveiled new forecasts 
that support the Chancellor’s 
view that Britain will escape re¬ 
cession next year and bounce 
towards recovoy in 2000. 

The City was broadly scepti¬ 
cal arguing that the Treasury 
and the Bank are being too op¬ 
timistic and interest rales will 
have to be cut again to stave off 
recession. In its latest Inflation 
Report, the Bank’s central fore¬ 
cast was for growth in 1999 of 
around 1 per cent; at the lower 
end of the Chancellors fore¬ 
cast of between I per cent and 
15 per cent This forecast is. by 
the usual convention, based on 
the assumption that base rates 
remain at 6.75 per cent 

Mervyn King, Deputy Gov¬ 
ernor of the Bank, said there 
were risks that the economic 
downturn might prove sharper 
than the Bank currently ex¬ 
pects. He estimated that there 
is still a miem-four chance of 


circular threatens to remove 
Rentokil's custom unless the 
supplier accepts die terms.” 

Small companies had feared 
the new laws would not give 
them redress and leave them 
open io the market forces of 
the large buyers that buy then- 
goods and services. 


At the CBI annual confer¬ 
ence Sir Clive said competitive¬ 
ness was being hampered by 
regulations such as the mini¬ 
mum wage. The CBI. howev¬ 
er, is working with the Depart¬ 
ment of Trade and Industry on 
the better payment initiative. 

Christopher Pearce. Remo- 
Idl’s finance director, said: ‘The 
law allows us to agree terms... 
we think 1 per cent is a fair rate 
... comparable with what peo¬ 
ple pay on mortgages." 


Fox makes its 
debut on New 
York exchange 

From Oliver August in new york 


FOX Entertainment Group 
yesterday started trading on 
the New York Stock Exchange 
after a $2.8 billion (E1.7 billion) 
flotation, the third biggest in 
Wall Street history. 

The News Corporation, the 
parent company of Fax as well 
as of The Times, increased the 
number of shares being of¬ 
fered to the public at the last 
minute fry nearly a half as a re¬ 
sult of the strong demand 
shown fry investors. 

Fox is a film and entertain¬ 
ment company that produces 
television series including The 
Simpsons and The X-Files. 
The Hollywood blockbuster 77- 
tanic, which Fox co-produced, 
boosted profits this year. 

Part of the money rased 
through the flotation will be 
used to repay loans from other 
News Corp subsidiaries. 

The shares, trading under 
the stock ticker “Fox”, rose 14 
per cent alter the opening in 


New York. The last minute in¬ 
crease in the sire of the flota¬ 
tion meant that News Corp 
sold 124.8 million shares at 
$2250 instead of the originally 
planned 85 million shares 
aimed at raising $1.9 billion. 

At $27-50, the shares were 
priced in the middle of the 
price range originally set at be¬ 
tween $21 and $24. Investors 
wfl] now own 18.8 per cent of 
the entertainment company 
rather than the 13.4 per cent 
projected earlier. News Corp 
will retain 985 per cent of the 
voting power at Fox Entertain¬ 
ment 

When the stock market 
dipped this autumn, there had 
been speculation the flotation 
would be delayed. 

Goldman Sachs, the invest¬ 
ment banking partnership, 
pulled its own $30billion flota¬ 
tion and many smaller compa¬ 
nies delayed coming to mar¬ 
ket 
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STOCK MARKET 
INDICES 

FTSE 100- 5476.8 (+44.5) 

Yield- 234% 

FTSE AH Share — 2527.38 (+16.60) 

Nftkei-14428.02(+319S3) 

New York: 

Dow Jones..B880J97(+1CL99)* 

S&P Composite— 1128.67 (+0.41}' 


Federal Funds— Closed (4’i%) 

Long bond- (SS 1 ^) 

Yield... (5.29%) 

■- 

- V -Cii LONDON MONEY 

r-jL .. ._ 

3-mth interbank- 6”=% (ffVK) 

UM long gilt 

future (Dee)_ 11437 (114.87) 

STERLING 


New York: 

S- 1-6810* (1.6587) 

London: 

$- 1.6612 (1.6624) 

DM_ 2.7880 (2.7994) 

FFr_ 93475 (9.3882) 

SFr_ 23004 (2.3092) 

Yen- 20233 (203.59) 

C index_ 100.4 (100.8) 

■».TirK u■ ■ 

London: 

DM- 1-6793* (1.6815) 

FFr_ 5.6315* (5.6400) 

SFr- 1.3860* (13877) 

Yen- 12138* (12227) 

S Index_ 106.7 (107,0) 

Tokyo dose Yen 121.12 


Bierttl&dayfJan) $1230 ($1235) 


London Close-$29335 ($29245) 

* denotes midday trading prices 


Tobacco 
companies 
in $200bn 
settlement 


From Oliver August 

IN NEW YORK 

US TOBACCO companies 
and attomcys-general from 
eight federal stales are to an¬ 
nounce a $200 billion (£120 bil¬ 
lion) settlement of damages 
lawsuits tomorrow. 

Lawyers have negotiated 
for several months to find a 
compromise solution after the 
historic $368.5 billion settle¬ 
ment from June 1997 was de¬ 
feated in Congress. 

Executives at BAT, Philip 
Means, Loews and RJR Nabis¬ 
co are expected to approve a fi¬ 
nal draft of the I00i>age docu¬ 
ment that could significantly 
lift the tobacco share prices. 

The settlement would award 
Hie states a maximum of $200 
million over 25 years in return 
for withdrawing their demands 
for compensation for the costs 
of medical care for smokers. 
The companies will also agree 
to remove roadside advertising, 
pay $1 billion for anti-smoking 
advertising, stop marketing 
dothing displaying cigarette 
brand logos and set up a public 
institute promoting a reduction 
in teenage smoking. 

However, the companies 
will not be protected from class 
action softs and did not negoti¬ 
ate limits to damages awards 
won by individual smokers. 

The eight states that a greed 
the settlement are expected to 

be joined by up to 38 other 
states wbo will have a week to 
decide. Florida, Texas, Missis¬ 
sippi and Minnesota have 
reached bilateral agreements 
worth a total of $40 billion. 

Commentary, page 31 
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Jobs market 


shows signs 


of tightening 


By Alasdair Murray and Janet Bush 


UNEMPLOYMENT rose in 
October providing firm evi¬ 
dence that the economic slow¬ 
down is beginning to hit the 
labour market. 

The claimant count meas¬ 
ure of unemployment record¬ 
ed its first increase since May. 
dimbtng by 6.S00 to 1 32 mil¬ 
lion in October. 

The International Labour 
Organisation unemployment 
data, which is the Govern¬ 
ment's preferred measure, 
also rose by 3,000 to 1.8 mil¬ 
lion in the three montits to Sep¬ 
tember. the second consecu¬ 
tive monthly increase. 

It was the first time since 
1993 that both measures of un¬ 
employment have risen at the 
same time. However, the 
number of people in employ¬ 
ment continued to rise, climb¬ 
ing 124,000 in the three 
months to September. 

Economists said the double 
rise in unemployment was a 
clear signal that the labour 
market was now turning but 


they added char labour demand 
remained strong in the service 
sector and was likely to prevent 
too sharp a rise in unemploy¬ 
ment in the months ahead. 

The Bank of England's lat¬ 
est Inflation Report, however, 
left City analysts confused. 
While the Treasury’s most re¬ 
cent forecast of 1 to 15 per cent 
growth next year factored in 
big rate cuts, the Bank'S predic¬ 
tion of I per cent growth is 
based on unchanged rates. 
The implication is that the 
Bank would need to see a 
sharper economic deteriora¬ 
tion than it currently expects 
to justify further rate cuts. 

However, a large body of 
opinion in the City believes 
that this will happen and more 
rate cuts are on die way. 

David Hillier, economist at 
Barclays Capital, forecast two 
more 0.5 per cent cuts in the 
new year. The economic num¬ 
bers will eventually force the 
Monetary Policy Committee to 
face facts," he said. 



Sinclair 
to stand 
down from 
Guardian 


Rate cut 
cheers 
credit card 
customers 


By Marianne Curphey 
INSURANCE 
CORRESPONDENT 


By JlU. I NS LEY 


John Sinclair is leaving GRE after more than 30 years 


JOHN SINCLAIR is stand¬ 
ing down as Guardian Royal 
Exchange's executive director 
for the UK and Ireland. 

Mr Sindair, 50. is retiring 
in April. News of his depar¬ 
ture surprised analysts, who 
believed he and James Mor- 
ley, group executive director 
of finance, were contenders to 
succeed John Robins as chief 
executive upon his retirement 

Mr Sindair played a key 
role in GRE's plans to re¬ 
launch its life and pensions 
business to enable it to expand 
into an increasingly competi¬ 
tive marketplace. He wO! be 
succeeded by Peter Owen, for¬ 
merly chief executive of PPP 
healthcare group, which was 
taken over by GRE at a cost of 
£560 million in February. 

Mr Owen was previously 
group chief executive of Aer 
Lingus and operations direc¬ 
tor of British Airways at its pri¬ 
vatisation in 1987. 

John Sindair joined GRE 
in 1967 and was appointed to 
the main board in 1990. 


BARCLAYCARD has cut the 
interest rate for 9.4 million 
credit card holders, and other 
credit card companies are 
reviewing their rates following 
harsh criticism of their pridng 
polides. 

Consumer watchdogs at¬ 
tacked banks and building so¬ 
cieties earlier this week for nor 
passing on the benefit of last 
week's 05 per cent base rate 
change to credit card custom¬ 
ers. The National Consumer 
Council described the credit 
card companies’ failure to 
reduce interest rates as “abso¬ 
lutely extraordinary”. 

Yesterday Barclaycard 
Chopped its rate by one point, 
taking effect from December 1, 
reducing its standard Visa 
interest rate from 22.9 per cent 
APR to 21.9 per cent APR, but 
denied it was responding to 
consumer pressure. 

Nat West and Midland, are 
also reviewing their interest 
rates, but say that no changes 
are imminent Lipyds TSB, 
Bank of Scotland. Goldfish 
and the Halifax also have no 
plans for an immediate cm. 



Head of Microsoft 


Internet arm quits 


MICROSOFT has parted company with its toplntemet 
executive over his failure to catch up with rivals. The move 
is seen as a signal that the company is not as dominant as 
the US Justice Department claims in the current antitrust 
trial The software house has tried to develop a third major 
Internet portal, or web gateway, in direct competition to 
American Online and Yahoo! 

Pete Higgins, a group vice-president, was in the middle 
of repositioning Microsoft Network, the Internet subsidi¬ 
ary, when he announced his resignation. The Internet sub¬ 
sidiary will be temporarily run by Steve Ballmer, the presi¬ 
dent and potential successor to Bill Gates, the group's 
founder chairman. Microsoft has been trying to establish 
itself on the Internet for a number of years. Originally, it 
tried to attract web-surfers by offering entertainment con¬ 
tent, teaming up with America's NBC network and launch¬ 
ing Slate, an online magazine. But the strate gy w as re¬ 
versed after Microsoft incurred losses. A new strategy is 
aimed at offering services like online banking and retailing 
on Microsoft Network. The company this month signed up 
Bank One and Merrill Lynch to provide financial services. 


Peptide buys OraVax 


PEPHOE THERAPEUTICS has acquired OraVax of the US 
in a $15 million (£9 million! deal. Like Peptide. OraVax is a 
vaccine development company but its Nasdaq-listed shares 
collapsed as it ran out of money. Peptide is buying preferred 
stock for $3 million in cash and is offering new shares to 
OraVax's common stockholders. John Brown. Peptide's chief 
executive, intends to retain OraVax’s base in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. The deal gives Peptide the US rights to a yel¬ 
low fever vaccine that is already sold by Medeva in Europe. 



European silent 


EUROPEAN LEISURE, which has recently built a 23.9 per 
cent stake in Waterfall Holdings, refused to tx? drawn on its 
intentions towards its rival at yesterday’s annual meeting, 
despite the presence in the audience of Edward Cooke. 
Waterfall’s acting finance director. The group told share¬ 
holders that trading was "in line with expectations”, with 
like-for-tike sales in its Rileys sports division up 7.2 per cent 
while its bars and discos arm ivas down 2.3 per cent It has 
opened five Rileys pool and snooker halls since June. 


Railtrack office sale 


RAILTRACK is selling Southwark Towers , a large office 
block above London Bridge station for £37.4 million. The 
rail utility is selling a long lease on the 24-storey building to 
Sellar Property Group. The sale follows the recent disposal 
of the freehold of the Broadgate office complex at Liverpool 
Steet station and forms part of Railtrack’s efforts to gener¬ 
ate more value from its property holdings. The company 
has also stepped up development activity with projects 
planned at Broadgate. Paddington and Clapham Junction. 


Shire stays profitable 


SHIRE Pharmaceuticals managed to stay profitable in the 
third quarter despite the explosion that disrupted US pro¬ 
duction of its biggest-selling medicine. Shire reported a pre¬ 
tax profit of £300.000. after a quarterly loss last year of 
£500.000. fts total for nine months is £62 million (£600.000 
loss). Rolf Stahel, chief executive, estimates a loss of $10 mil¬ 
lion (£6 million) in sales because of the disruption. How¬ 
ever, bolstered by last year's acquisitions, sales for the quar¬ 
ter were much higher at £16.3 million (£9 million). 


Partners losses deepen 


PARTNERS HOLDINGS, which operates specialist station¬ 
ery shops, reported pre-tax losses of £1.17 million for the six 
months to October 10. compared with a loss of £64,000 for 
the corresponding period last year. Turnover increased 11 
per cent to £18.34 million. Michael Scorey. chairman, said 
there were “many positive aspects within the business”, in¬ 
cluding a review of product ranges, refurbished stores and a 
strengthened marketing team. The loss per share was 5.7p 
(OJip loss). The interim dividend is unchanged at 05p. 


Rover settlement dose 


ROVER is understood ro be close to a deal with its unions 
that would cut up to 2,500 jobs and introduce more flexible 
working. BMW. Rover's German parent, has made it dear 
rbat the Rover factory at Longbridge faces dosure unless it 
becomes more productive. Both BMW and Rover have 
been locked in negotiations with unions — the AEEU, the 
TGWU and the MSF — for several weeks. An AEEU 
spokesman said that there could be an announcement next 
week. BMW set a deadline of November 30. 


Cadcentre advances 


HALF-YEAR profits at Cadcentre Group, the supplier of 
computer-aided design software, jumped 63 per cent, well 
ahead or expectations. In the six months to September 30, 
Cadcentre recorded a pre-tax profit of £157 million, up 
from £841.000 last time, on turnover of £8.8 million, up 
from £8.25 million. Earnings per share increased 51 per 
cent to 5p and the company declared an interim dividend of 
I.6p (l.2p|. Cadcentre said that the results reflected tightly 
controlled overheads. 


Slough scores victory 


S LI])UGH ESTATES has soared a strategic victory in its 
£270 million hostile bid for rival Billon by persuading 
Schroders to sell its stake for £34 million. Schraders was 
Billon’s largest shareholder, with a 16.9 per cent stake. It 
has sold It million shares, or 125 per cent, lifting Slough'S 
stake to 255 per cent. Slough paid Schroders 307p a share, 
compared with a market price of293'^p. Bflton shares rose 
2-^P from 291 p yesterday, but are still below Slough’s 307p- 
a-share cash offer. 


Borrowing 
boost for 
UK airports 


TOURIST 


AIRPORTS owned by local au¬ 
thorities are to be allowed to 
borrow capital on the money 
markets from April I next vear 
to speed up their development. 

Relaxed borrowing restric¬ 
tions should benefit airports in 
Manchester. Newcastle, Leeds 
and Bradford. Norwich. Tees- 
side. Gloucestershire. Exeter. 
Blackpool and Humberside. 
Newcastle Airport said the deri¬ 
sion boosts its plans to build an 
80-acre facility for support serv¬ 
ices such as catering and main¬ 
tenance. It wants io invest £220 
million between now and 2006 

The lifting of borrowing re^ 
strictions is subject to parlia¬ 
mentary' approval. 
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bi4one question.“DoywTknow 
what on earth they are nlan- 

they ask each oto 

The Secretary of State for So- 
aal Security. Alistair Darling 
has assured sceptics that there 
wiH be a Green Paper on cere 

S"*" ^ year but 

nist abort as far as the industry's 
fe^Sef the Govemmern’s 
tnnuQng on the subject goes. 

Pensions are a complicated 

have hop “ 1 that 
to could have worked alone- 
side Government in Irvine ?o 
come up with a solution to thlcri- 
ss that looms ahead. Instead 
to fear that the Treasury and 
the Department of Social Securi¬ 
ty may be relying too much on 
me advice of bright young things 
of limited experience, much of 
that gained in the unreal world 
of thmk-tanks. 

There may be a touch of ageist 
sour grapes in scathing refer¬ 
ences to “the children” who play 
m the corridors of Whitehall, but 
whenit comes to dealing with the 
intricacies of what would be a 
workable system for a second 
pension, the grey-haired actuar¬ 
ies may have a contribution to 
make. Some of them might even 
be brave enough to risk getting 
caught in the crossfire between 
Social Security and the Treasury 

as they battle for the leading role 
in the pensions issue. 


Pensions young guns could backfire 


There will be scope for consul- 
tabon °npe the Green Paper is 
published, but such consultation 
is likely to be more constructive if 
the proposals in the paper are 
workable. The worry in the in- 
dustiy is thaj they wifi be present¬ 
ed with ideas that they cannot 
put into practice. The difficult 
gestation of Isa has certainly pro* 
vtded reason for them to be con¬ 
cerned over what might be hatch¬ 
ing on the pensions front. 

rhe latest indication is that the 
Government is warming to the 
idea of an element of compulsion 
for the second pension. The 
National Association of Pension 
Funds has always maintained 
that this is essential if stakehold¬ 
er pensions are to serve a mean¬ 
ingful purpose. Frank Field, how¬ 
ever. recently let fly at the Gov¬ 
ernment for giving up on his idea 
of compulsion. Perhaps he was 
merely trying to use his new posi¬ 
tion on the bade benches to stimu¬ 
late action. 

There is also growing doubt 
over whether the Government 
will press ahead with plans to 
provide second pensions for 
those not in a position to contrib¬ 
ute. Tax credits are a fine idea 
but they will prove extremely ex¬ 
pensive. Despite the relative opti- 



COMMENTARY 

by our City Editor 


mism of the Chancellor, now al¬ 
most backed up by the Bank of 
England, there will be some re¬ 
luctance to commit to the cost of 
stakeholder pensions all round. 

No doubt die Green Paper will 
make government thinking 
clear. But, despite all the talk of 
open government, the fact is that, 
for the time being, those who will 
have to provide the new pensions 
feel themselves completely in the 
dark. 

A cold Christmas 
for retailers 

R ichard Handover voiced 
the fear of all retailers yes¬ 
terday. As if the downturn 
in trade in recent weeks was not 
bad enough, the WH Smith 
chief executive introduced the 
spectre of real dread by admit¬ 
ting that Christmas would be 
“very late, very lough". 

It will come, of course, it al¬ 
ways does. And generally it turns 


out to be a record one at the tills. 
This year could be different For 
the climate, in both senses, could 
hardly be worse for retailers. 

The lack of consumer confi¬ 
dence that is already hitting the 
high street will, if anything, nave 
intensified as the end of the year 
approaches amid news of rises, 
however small, in the unemploy¬ 
ment figures. In the meantime, 
the weather has conspired to be 
unseasonably difficult for the 
stores. If you spot a group of de¬ 
pressed men in suits praying for 
snow, they are not ski enthusi¬ 
asts but high street retailers with 
racks of fur-trimmed coats clut¬ 
tering up their stores. 

But instead of a cold snap, 
there has been rain, which at 
least penalises all retailers equal¬ 
ly. When it reported a disappoint¬ 
ing turn in trade recently. Boots 
offered a series of rainy week¬ 
ends as a possible explanation. 

The combination of difficult 
weather and frightened consum¬ 
ers has left the stores horribly 


overstocked. When Sir Richard 
Greenbury has a chance to con¬ 
centrate on something other than 
who might be trying to move into 
his office, he will nave to figure 
out how to deal with a potential 
stock overflow. Marks’s suppli¬ 
ers will, as usual, be asked to re¬ 
member that they are partners in 
this retailing lark and to take 
their share of the pain, in margin 
cuts and cancelled orders. 

The picture will be the same 
throughout the industry. And 
consumers have learnt that if 
they hang on long enough, the 
stores are forced to cut prices. 
Mid-season sales and offers of au¬ 
tumn value will merge into Janu¬ 
ary sales which, in many cases, 
start in December. Canny Christ¬ 
mas shoppers will be fulfilling 
Mr Handover’s nightmare, and 
holding on to their purses until 
the sales are in full swing. By 
then, retail margins will have 
been decimated. 

A few stores are managing to 
defy the trend; New 1 


reports next week, seems to be 
persuading its young customers 
to keep spending. But the W H 
Smith experience is the more 
common one. Retail shares are 
trading at a discount to the mar¬ 
ket. but only a narrow one. like 
the goods in the stores, prices 
have further to fell. 

Time to filter tips 
on lifting spending 

T he lawyers have had their 
fun and made their for¬ 
tunes and now it looks as 
if the tobacco companies may be 
about io gain some respite from 
the years of litigation that have 
cast a shadow on their lungs. 

The shares of BAT leapt for¬ 
ward yesterday in anticipation 
of the good news, now sched¬ 
uled to arrive on Friday. The set¬ 
tlement will not come cheaply 
but it is going to be spread over 
a long enough period to ease the 
pain and it looks likely to be 
within the boundaries for which 
the companies had been pre¬ 
pared. The sum is smaller than 
had been feared and the 25 
years as long as could have been 
hoped for. 

There will still be the risks of in¬ 


dividual law suits to contend 
with but once the tedious major 
litigation is out of the way, the to¬ 
bacco industry will at least be 
able to devote more attention to 
the pressing issues of how to 
cope with the loss of consumer 
spending power in many mar¬ 
kets (answer; forget about selling 
premium-priced products. Smok¬ 
ers will still smoke but they wiU 
trade down}, and how to contend 
with the increasingly sophisticat¬ 
ed smuggling that has long been 
a feature of the industry. 

The companies will also have 
to use their ingenuity to find new 
ways of promoting their prod¬ 
ucts in the US, given the new re¬ 
strictions under which they will 
have to labour. Perhaps a brain¬ 
storming session with Bemie Ec¬ 
clestone could produce some use¬ 
ful pointers. 

Egging on the Pru 

PRUDENCE, that virtue so ad¬ 
mired by the Chancellor, makes 
the name Prudential an obvious 
choice for companies in the finan¬ 
cial services business. That puts 
limits on the way that our own 
dear Pru can present herself 
when travelling abroad. Sir 
Peter Davis is thought not be 
completely averse to a change of 
name, particularly alter some of 
the unflattering headlines it has 
attracted of late! But Egg must be 
kept in its box. fine for a frisky 
new account but. please, not for 
the country’s biggest investor. 


W H Smith feels 
impact of high 
street slowdown 
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W H SMITH emerged as the 
latest casualty of the high 
street slowdown yesterday as 
it announced that sales growth 
had plunged to I per cent in 
recent weeks (see Commen¬ 
tary, titis page). 

The company, which is refur¬ 
bishing its 400 stores to stock 
more books and fewer sweets, 
said Iflce-for-like growth had 
been steadily slowing from 6 
per cent since summer. 


By Fraser Nelson 

Richard Handover, who be¬ 
came chief executive of the 
company last year, said; “We 
are not immune from what's 
happening out there. 

“But other retailers are see¬ 
ing an actual decline in sales; 
we are still growing so it’s not 
a bad performance under the 
rircumstances." 

He added that growth of 1 
per cent, which covered the ten 
10 weeks to November 7. de- 
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CGU delivers 
surprise lift 

By Marianne Curphey. insurance correspondent 


BETTER than expected re¬ 
sults from CGU helped to 
calm the markefs fears that 
general insurance profits in 

the UK could be heading 
for meltdown. 

CGU. the largest UK life 
and general insurer, report¬ 
ed pretax operating profit 
of £425 million (1997: £746 
million) for the nine 
months to September 30. 

In addition to weather 
Haims, price competition 
hit CGU’s profits and dis¬ 
guised a record life profit of 
£340 rnfllion. Claims from 
the North American ice 
storms and hurricanes cre¬ 
ated the worst catastrophe 
tosses the company has 
ever suffered in these re¬ 
gions. Weather claims in 
the US increased by £58 mil¬ 
lion to £92 million- 

Worldwide life profits 
were 16 per cent higher at 


constant exchange rates, 
however, and life and sav¬ 
ings new business grew 21 
percent 

CGU was formed from 
the £15 billion merger of 
Commercial Union and 
General Accident in June. 
Bob Soon, chief executive, 
ruled out a mega-merger 
with the likes of RSA_ He 
did. however, hint at acqui¬ 
sitions on the general insur¬ 
ance side. “We do not ex¬ 
pect to get growth out of the 
business organically. Our 
policy is to lot* at every¬ 
thing that moves." be said. 

Year 2000 costs are esti¬ 
mated to be £110 million 
and the introduction of the 
euro estimated to cost 
about £110 million. The re¬ 
cent floods have cost CGU 
an estimated £25 million. 
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tailed a particularly quiet and 
relatively unimportant period 
for WH Smith. 

Christmas, he said, should 
be much more encouraging be¬ 
cause the new format WH 
Smith stores should be strong 
enough to sell full-price goods 
throughout the sale periods. 

He said that, so far, “dubi¬ 
ous other products” account¬ 
ing for 14 per cent of group 
floor space had been replaced 
by books, especially in the edu¬ 
cation. travel and cookery 
fields. Confectionery and sand¬ 
wiches and other food had 
been scrapped. 

Profits at its newspaper and 
magazine handling business 
fell to E933 million (from £946 
million) in the 15 months to 
August 31. 

The City attributed this de¬ 
cline to the new long-term con¬ 
tracts signed recently, which 
are bringing in slightly lower 
profits. 

The company is spending 
£12 million on a computerised 
robot system which will re¬ 
ceive and repackage newspa¬ 
pers and magazines, a task cur¬ 
rently done by hand.This is in- 
tended to help to restore prof¬ 
its from next year. 

Overall, pre-tax profit was 
an expected £257 million (£30 
million) for the 15 months, and 
earnings 77p (8.6p) a share. A 
one-off dividend of 4p a share 
is proposed. 

W H Smith shares fell 9fcp 
to 507p yesterday, mainly on 
disappointment ■ that Mr 
Handover did not hint at 
spending any more of the £366 
million cash pile on a new 
round of share buybacks. The 
company is currently mid-way 
through buying £100 million 
of stock. 
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Dick Brown, chief executive, left, and Sir Ralph Robins, chairman, want C&W to be a “big player” on the Continent 

C&W takes route to Europe 


By Raymond Snoddy, 

Media Editor 

CABLE & WIRELESS, the international 
telecommunications group, is set to 
announce a significant new push into 
Europe without Telecom Italia, its origi¬ 
nal partner. Dick Brown. C&W chief exec¬ 
utive, said: “We have got to be a player in 
Europe and we will be." 

Yesterday C&W reported a 10 per cent 
increase in profits to ELI billion before tax 


and exceptional items for the six months 
to tbe end of September. Turnover rose 11 
per cent to £433 billion, including share 
of joint ventures. 

In Europe C&W will compete for the 
corporate and business market, rather 
than residential business. 

Overall, Mr Brown said “great strides” 
had been made in rebalancing the compa¬ 
ny away from dependence on revenues 
from Hong Kong and traditional telepho¬ 
ny revenues. 


The acquisition of MCPS US Internet 
business for about £1 billion would add 
E235 million a year in revenues, a sum 
that would grow fay 50 per cent a year. 

Mr Brown said: “Earnings are being 
impacted by difficult trading conditions in 
Hong Kong. However, the overall pros¬ 
pects for die group remain encouraging.” 

Earnings rose 12 per cent to 17p a share 
before exceptional items. The interim divi¬ 
dend is increased 9 per cent to 3.75p. The 
shares rose 8p to 656p. 


Express 
seeks milk 
merger 

By Carl Mortished 

EXPRESS DAIRIES is seek¬ 
ing a merger partner in an 
effort to cut the cost of distrib¬ 
uting raw milk. The dairy 
processor, which yesterday 
reported a 10 per cent rise in 
pre-tax profits for the half 
year, believes that there is too 
much capacity chasing a small 
number erf large supermarket 
buyers. 

Pre-tax profits at Express 
rose 10.4 per cent to E26.6 
million. Express benefited 
from lower raw milk prices 
and new contracts from the 
large supermarkets. 

However. Neil Davidson, 
the chief executive, said the in¬ 
dustry suffered overcapacity; 
“We would like to do a big 
merger that takes capacity out 
of the industry." He added 
that the big dairy processors 
were talking to each other. 

Dairy processors have bene¬ 
fited from the strength of 
sterling, which reduced their 
input costs by depressing the 
price of raw milk. 

Mr Davidson confirmed 
that raw milk prices could rise 
if the pound continued to fall; 
“If sterling falls below 
DM2.75. there will be upward 
pressure on milk prices.” 

The dividend is up 63 per 
cent to 33p after an 11 per cent 

earnings rise to 6J?p per share. 


W&D considers bid 


By Dominic Walsh 

THE long-awaited consolidation of 
the regional brewery sector creaked 
into life yesterday as Wolverhampton 
& Dudley Breweries (W&D) am- 
firmed that it may bid for its Midlands 
neighbour. Marston’s. 

In response to mounting specula¬ 
tion of a 250p-a-share bid, W&D is¬ 
sued a Stock Exchange statement con¬ 
firming that it was “contemplating 
making an approach to Marston’s”. 


Although an approach looks immi¬ 
nent die company insisted that “no fi¬ 
nal decision has been made". A hostile 
bid is considered unlikety. 

Shares in Marston’s. which had hit 
a low of I72^p earlier this week com¬ 
pared with 360p in early summer, 
fizzed 32fcp higher to 23Ip, giving it a 
market value of £210 million. W&D’s 
shares were unchanged at 419p. 
W&D’s market capitalisation is almost 
identical to Marston’s. Neither ride 
would comment further. 


LTCM bounces back 


From Oliver August in new york 

LONG TERM Capital Management 
has rebounded and earned a small 
profit for the 14 Wall Street banks that 
rescued the hedge fund in a $3.6 billion 
(£23 billion) baOouL 
After tiie recent rise in the stock mar¬ 
ket and interest rale cuts by the Federal 
Reserve, the fund’s net assets have ris¬ 
en above their level prior to the rescue. 
The gain is said to be about 1 per cent 
The return of confidence to the mar¬ 


ket has helped to make Long Ihrm Cap¬ 
ital’s complex derivative investments 
profitable again. John Meriwether, the 
fund's founder, had bet earlier this 
year that volatility in the market would 
decline and the yield spread between 
safer government bonds and riskier 
junk bonds would be reduced. 

The strategy wiped out most of the 
fund’s capital when markets experi¬ 
enced extreme turmoil this summer. 
But now calm has returned, his bets no 
longer look quite so foolish. 
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Investors fail to sustain 
their early enthusiasm 


LONDON got off to 3 flying 
start with the help of a fwsitive 
response by Far Eastern mar¬ 
kets to the latest Japanese eco¬ 
nomic package. Bur this early 
enthusiasm never looked like 
being sustained and early 
gains were eventually halved 
after the Dow. Jones industrial 
average also frittered away a 
70-point lead. 

The FTSE 100 index dosed 
up 44.5 points at 5,476-S, after 
briefly touching 5.516 J. By con¬ 
trast the FTSE 250 index end¬ 
ed 1.6 down at 4,872.3 with to¬ 
tal turnover reaching a mod¬ 
est S5S million shares. 

Finandals led the way high¬ 
er with Standard Chartered 
up 29p to620p and HSBC 37p 
to £14.47 reflecting the strong 
gains overnight in Tokyo and 
Hong Kong. 

Tate & Lyle jumped 30p to 
354p. Dealers say the shares 
had some catching up to do af¬ 
ter several rogue prices were 
entered into the system late on 
Tuesday at the 324p level. 

There was a positive re¬ 
sponse to half-year results 
from British Energy, up 37p 
to 620p. Pre-tax profits grew 
from E4 million to £46 million 
during what is traditionally its 
weakest half. The group con¬ 
firmed it is on the lookout for 
suitable acquisitions. It contin¬ 
ues to be linked with London 
Electricity, which has been put 
up for sale by its US parent. 

Marston Thompson & 
Evershed climbed 32fcp to 
231p after rival WoLverhiunp- 
ton & Dudley Breweries, un¬ 
changed at 419p. confirmed it 
was considering making a for¬ 
mal bid approach. 

In September, the Stafford¬ 
shire brewer of Rsdigree bitter 
and Pitdier and Piano pub 
chain fame, opened talks with 
Nomura International, the 
Japanese investment bank, 
about the possibility of securi¬ 
tising its tenanted pub estate 
in order to raise £135 million. 

City speculators say there 
may be other bidders in the 
frame for Marstons and the 
name ofWhitbread, down lOp 
at 790p, is being mentioned. 
They also claim more mergers 
in the brewery sector are like¬ 
ly. That was good news for the 
likes of Morland. I5p better at 
360p, Vaux Group, up 13p to 
Z54&P, Mansfield Brewery, 
up 5l^p to 242v*p, Bdhaven 
Brewery, up 7t*p to 176ttp. 
Greene King. 7p better at 
522p. and Fuller Smith & 
Turner, “A” up 7^p to 470p. 

Allied Carpets firmed anoth- 
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light relief. Peter Hollins, chief executive, left, and John Robb, 
chairman of British Energy, saw shares up 37p to 620p 


er Ip to 53p still waiting to see 
if any of the recent bid ap¬ 
proaches would be recom¬ 
mended by the board which 
met earlier this week. Bid spec¬ 
ulation continued to drive Celt¬ 
ic higher with the price adding 
a further I5p at 307k:p. 

Prism Leisure, up 5p to 
72'ip. is going private again 
with its management making 
an offer worth 75p a share. 


Heritage Bathrooms 
soared 44p to I96fcp after an¬ 
nouncing it had received a bid 
approach. The company says 
it could lead to an offer worth 
220p a share valuing the busi¬ 
ness at £40.4 million. 

Revived speculative support 
lifted SIG Group tap to 
133v*p. The group was the sub¬ 
ject of an aborted manage¬ 
ment buyout last month. But 
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HOPES of a settlement in 
the long-running litigation 
between the tobacco compa¬ 
nies and US Medicaid pub¬ 
lic health scheme buoyed 
shares of the British tobac¬ 
co companies. 

BAT Industries rose 32p 
to 5I7p. If has heavy expo¬ 
sure via its US subsidiaiy. 
Brown & Williamson. 

But there were also gains 
for Imperial Group, up 19p 
at 664p, and Gallaher, 7p 
better at 447p. Neither of 
them has any exposure to 
the problem but continue to 
be tarred with the same 
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brush by the City. The com¬ 
pensation claims being 
brought by Medicaid pose 
the biggest threat to the to¬ 
bacco industry. Brokers say 
the tobacco companies are 
poised to reach a settlement 
worth £$220 billion, or E132 
billion, with payments 
spread over 25 years. 

Tony Silverman at BT 
Alex Brown, the broker, 
says it is not as bad as it 
sounds. He said; “It would 
work like a tax on ciga¬ 
rettes. Even those not being 
sued would have to pay 
their share " 


GM LONDON GRAIN FUTURES 


traders say they are still opti¬ 
mistic dial a bid for the build¬ 
ing materials group will be 
forthcoming. Rival Travis Per¬ 
kins. up Ip to 44)p. is a name 
that continues to be bandied 
around. 

Some cautious comments 
from HSBC James Capel. the 
broker, left Kwik-Fit I7p lower 
at470'/ip. It has reduced its rec¬ 
ommendation for tile shares 
from “hold" to “reduce" claim¬ 
ing they are too expensive. 
Fair value is set at 463p. 

A downgrading by ABN 
Amro Hoare Govett, the bro¬ 
ker, left Avis Europe 14^p low¬ 
er at 240 fcp after moving its 
recommendation from “buy" 
ro “hold". 

The biggest fall on the day 
was seen in Inner Workings, 
down 12p to 47J*p. The fall 
came on the back of a placing 
of 3.4 million new shares at a 
heavily discounted 35p. 

Terms of an agreed bid hoist 
ed CrabtrceGroup 7p to 48tep. 
LTG Technologies is offering 
50p a share in cash, valuing 
the group at £10.14 million. 

Keep an eye on Ofex-listed 
CorseUis-Montford Group. 
The company is being men¬ 
tioned in the same breath as 
Ebay in the US which has 
been earning a fortune provid¬ 
ing an Internet online auction 
site. Merrill Lynch has been a 
buyer of Ebay up to the $120 
level and has now set a target 
price of $150. Corsellis-Mont- 
ford ran into profit taking yes¬ 
terday losing SOp to 185p. 

Also an Ofex, Cherokee Lei- 
sure“B" marked time at 12p af¬ 
ter weighing in with profits of 
£578,000. The group is still in 
talks with the Berkeley Play¬ 
house Group. 

□ GILT-EDGED: Hopes of 
another early cut in base rates 
suffered a setback with the 
publication of the Bank of Eng¬ 
land quarterly inflation re¬ 
port It forecast GDP of just 1 
per cent in 1999 with inflation 
rising above its 2-5 per cent tar¬ 
get. The news unnerved inves¬ 
tors with bond prices falling 
by as much SOp. 

In the futures pit the Decem¬ 
ber series of the long gilt lost 
35p to £114.37, while among 
conventional issues Treasury 
725 per cent 2007 retreated 
50p to £116.19. 

□ NEW YORK: US shares 
moved higher but gains in 
blue chips were restricted by 
unease over interest rates. At. 
midday the Dow Jones indus¬ 
trial average was up 16.99 
points to 8,880.97. 
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Fairweather friend 


IN AN insurance sector buffeted by losses from 
hurricanes, ice storms and floods, ir pays to 
have a flourishing life business. CGU’s shares 
rose 36p to 929p yesterday because the market 
drew comfort from the news rhat its long-term 
savings business is growing strongly. 

After disappointing results from Royal & 
SunAlliance (RSA) last week, analysts' dark¬ 
est fears were that general insurance claims 
were so high and competition so tough that 
the sector was about ro go into freefall. 

CGU yesterday proved otherwise. Bob 
Scon, chief executive, believes tight control of 
underwriting and more efficient claims han¬ 
dling is the solution to some of the most diffi¬ 
cult trading conditions the sector has seen. 
Though 6,000 jobs will go worldwide as a re¬ 
sult of the merger, cost-cutting alone is not suf¬ 
ficient to maintain profits, he says. 


CGU has succeeded in increasing premi¬ 
ums by 8 per cent this year, losing just 100,000 
of its 1.9 million motor policyholders. 

Though Mr Scott appears to nave ruled out 
another mesa-merger in the short term, he 
predicts that consolidation rn the sector will 
speed up as insurers' investment returns come 
under pressure in a low-growth environment 
While the markets were enjoying a bull run, 
insurers could get away with sloppy under¬ 
writing because their portfolios were making 
a more than adequate return on capital. 

If as predicted, there are much lower levels 
of growth in the future, insurers will have to 
became much more discriminating. Those 
that fail to do so are likely to retire hurt. In 
such trading conditions CGL 1 is the best stock 
to hold, but there is no merit in buying any 
more shares until the storm has passed. 
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British Energy 

THE City is certainty giving 
British Energy the benefit of 
the doubt for many long¬ 
term uncertainties hang over 
the business. 

it is far from clear whether 
the company will establish it¬ 
self as one of a small number 
of energy companies that will 
survive in the UK or whether 
it will merely be the producer 
of a source of expensive ener¬ 
gy that will suffer as the over¬ 
all cost of power declines. 

The company’s strategy in 
the UK evolves around the 
purchase of a regional elec¬ 
tricity business and a broader 
portfolio of generation. It 
may win the battle for Lon¬ 
don Electricity against Elec- 
tritite de France. But at a cost 
of £2 billion-plus, returns 
from the business will be 
modest 

A broader portfolio of gen¬ 
eration may be difficult to 


GWR 

SOME sweet sounds are com¬ 
ing out of GWR. the commer¬ 
cial radio group that owns 
Classic FM. Local stations 
are improving margins, the 
decision to set up'its own 
sales house is already paying 
dividends, and Classic is pro¬ 
ducing several millions of 
profit.' 

GWR is coy about just how- 
profitable Classic is. The rea¬ 
son could be that the compa¬ 
ny has to negotiate with the 
Radio Authority exactly what 
it has to pay for the eight-year 
extension to Classic's licence. 
Naturally, it does not want 
the station to appear too suc¬ 
cessful. 

GUT? is bumping up 
against the unnecessarily re¬ 
strictive commercial owner¬ 
ship limits in the UK and has 
no desire to diversity into res¬ 
taurants like Capital Radio. 

it has launched a cam¬ 
paign to get the rules 
changed but as primary legis¬ 
lation is probably necessary. 


achieve. Rivals PowerGen 
and National Power are 
obliged to sell coal-fired pow¬ 
er stations in order to stimu¬ 
late competition in genera¬ 
tion. But it is not clear wheth¬ 
er British Energy, already the 
biggest electricity generator, 
will be allowed by Peter Man- 
delson, the Trade and Indus¬ 
try Secretary, to bolt on more, 
albeit different, capacity. 


Overseas, particularly in the 
US. progress may be slower 
than British Energy would 
wish. 

The company produced 
bright profit figures, buoyed 
by one-off factors, but all 
things considered, it is still 
very much on the launching 
pad. After a strong run from 
395p a year ago. British Ener¬ 
gy shares are a hold at 620p. 
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it could be several years be¬ 
fore the company gets much 
relief, although Chris Smith, 
the Culture Secretaiy. has 
been making helpful noises. 

Further margin improve¬ 
ment at GWR is likely and ra¬ 
dio remains on a roll but 
GWR may have little alterna¬ 
tive but to place greater em¬ 
phasis on international ex¬ 
pansion. 

The fact that Classic FM 
South Africa has just turned 
in its first monthly profit dur¬ 
ing its first year on air is an in¬ 
dication of what might be pos¬ 
sible. 

The potential for providing 
more beautiful music for the 
City's ears is highlighted by 
the fact that GWR has now 
registered the name Classic 
FM in more ihan 30 coun¬ 
tries. 

Electro- 

cortiponents 

COMPARISONS with lYt- 
mier Famell are inevitable, 
given the similarities be¬ 


tween the two companies’ 
business. But while Premier 
shares have bombed, Electro- 
components has provided in¬ 
vestors with several years of 
solid growth. 

Elecrrocomponents has 
pursued a more prudent 
strategy of organic growth. lt 
tries to differentiate itself 
from competitors through 
service quality rather than 
lower prices land is able to 
get away with it because bar¬ 
riers to entry in this business 
are high). 

There is no doubt that the 
current trading environment 
is tough, particularly in the 
UK, where sales and profits 
have been pretty flat. 

But this has not stopped 
the group from pursuing 
growth in Japan — where its 
catalogue format is new — 
and through Internet sales. 
Europe also offers organic 
growth opportunities. 

While the shares are worth 
holding if you own them al¬ 
ready. there is better value 
elsewhere. 
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ANALYSIS 33 


B S* £““«s le *d"s and 
™f Gpvernmeni fear that 
litigation over the mtK 
lamiuin bug could seriously dam. 
jjp B.ntain'S chances of tackjj ne 
tfiecomptrter problem effectively. 

^ Government's 
Action 2000 group has launched 
an initiative called Pledge 2000 lo 
get companies to worktop 
J«rareh published this week by a 
City law firm, Paisner & Co. 
suggests die threat of legal action 
has not yet been defused 
Under Pledge 2000. companies 
“g* “d* statements, signed 
J V *or directors. pledging to tiy 
«wjd teganon when it comes 
to nghtmg the millennium bug. 

A JT growls criticism of 
Artion a°° over the extern to 
vrtuch it has alerted companies to 
the potential legal threat of the 
millennium bug. 

_ There is also concern that the 
Government has not introduced 


Litigation may increase bug threat 


any new legislation lo protect 
companies from lawsuits arising 
hym millennium bug-related 
disputes. 

This is in stark contrast lo the 
US. where a so-called Good 
Samaritan law — passed last 
month — allows companies to 
make statements on the millenni¬ 
um bug that cannot (in certain 
circumstances) be used as evi¬ 
dence against them In court 

Although the Good Samaritan 
law provides companies with only 
a limited amount of protection, 
Paisner & Co claims it gives 
American companies far more 
freedom to share information 
about the millennium bug than 
their British rivals. 


Without protection, British com¬ 
panies face three potential legal 
threats. 

First a company that admits its 
products or services are not 
miflennhimcomplianr could be¬ 
come vulnerable to legal action 
from disgruntled customers. 

Second, a company that criticis¬ 
es its rivals or suppliers could find 
itself sued for libel. 

And third, if a company makes 
a statement about the millennium 
bug that is incorrect it could be 
taken to court for providing mis¬ 
leading information (even if it did 
not know that it was inaccurate). 

Ian de Freitas, a lawyer at 
Paisner & Co, said: “A party who 
discloses information under 



THE HOT SEV.S O', ISFOSYIiT/DN, 
COMMUNICATION AND EVETTAInMCST 


Pledge 2000 has no guarantee that 
it mil not be used agaimi it in 
subsequent legal proceedings." 

The legal threat becomes even 
more pronounced for British 
companies whose suppliers or 
rivals are based in the US. 


A US company may be able to 
claim protection under the Good 
Samaritan law, while a British 
company will certainly find it 
more difficult. 

However. British companies 
are able to file retrospective year 
2000 statements in the US before 
December 3, giving them some 
degree of protection if they act 
quickly. 

Meanwhile, Government legal 
experts in the UK claim that 
Pledge 2000 is a quicker and less 
technical way or discouraging 
legal action than the Good Saman- 
tan law. As one Action 2000 law¬ 
yer said: "No one says that if you 

sign the pledge you can leave your 
common sense at home.” 


□ RECORD companies will soon 
be able to pack the success of their 
artists online^ when a new service 
is launched in the new year by the 
Chart Information Network 
(CIN). the company that compiles 
the industry's weekly Top 40 
chart 

The subscription service will 
allow record companies to down¬ 
load three kinds of reports. The 
first will give general sales 
information on different formats 
(such as CDs and cassettes) and 
music genres, plus the week’s Top 
75 singles and albums. 

The second will provide a 
breakdown of artist sales between 

regions, retailer types and 
formats, and the third will allow 


record companies to receive 
customised reports. 

The Service will also give access 
to chart information dating hack 
to February 1994. 

□ HEAVY users of the Internet, 
such as small businesses and 
people who work from home, will 
this week be offered a discounted 
service by Atlantic Telecom, the 
high-tech Scottish telephone 
company. 

As part of the service, customers 
will get two voice lines phis a 
high-speed data line for a mini¬ 
mum of about £48 per month. The 
cost will include 1,500 minutes of 
local call time, and rental charges 
for all the lines. There is no con¬ 
nection charge. 

The service will initially be 
launched in Glasgow. 


Chris Ayres 
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America reaps a bitter harvest 
from Gingrich’s farm reforms 
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I f irs any consolation to 
British formers, the cri¬ 
sis in farming — and the 
rush of formers to leave 
it—is nearly as bad in the US. 
The blizzard yesterday sweep¬ 
ing from the plains of Kansas 
to the Dakotas will at least cov¬ 
er the piles of unwanted grain 
lying on the ground from one 
of the most bountiful harvests, 
and one of the most unprofit¬ 
able. in American history. 

The shake-up under way in 
forming ranks as one of Newt 
Gingrich's most dramatic ac¬ 
tions. only slightly behind his 
sudden resignation as Speaker 
last Friday. It may even prove 
to be his most valuable legacy. 
In the end, US forms will have 
strengthened their claim to be 
tiie worlds most efficient The 
US will have shown that it can 
reform antiquated regulations 
with startling speed when it 
wants to do so; and that alone 
represents a powerful advan¬ 
tage over the European Un¬ 
ion. But there is no doubt that 
this summers disaster of sur¬ 
pluses, crashing prices and 
bankruptcies is not quite what 
Gingrich planned 
If you are an Americanfarm- 
er. the next few years will not 
be much fun, and you will not 
be a farmer at the end of them. 
There are a few things — but 
only a few — that the Govern¬ 
ment and farmers themselves 
can do to ease the transition. 
The 1996 Freedom to Farm Act 
was an article of faith for Ging¬ 
rich’s “Republican revolution¬ 
aries" who grabbed control of 
the House of Representatives 
in 1994. For the first time since 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s 
New Deal, the Act (formally, 
the Ftederal Agricultural Im¬ 
provement and Reform Ad) 
gave farmers the freedom to 
plant what they wanted, when 
and where they wanted. 



Facing a surplus crisis, and with prices showing no sign of recovery, improved US farming methods will earn no return 


For Gingrich’s brigades, 
farm reform was pursued 
with ideological passion' — 
and with political reckless¬ 
ness, given that it jeopardised 
the Republican drive to win ru¬ 
ral voters, particularly in the 
South. But few in Washington, 
from either party, wasted 
much breath on defending the 
50-year-old intricate web of 
subsidies and production con¬ 
trol under which Washington 
paid formers hefty subsidies 
in return for telling them how 
much to grow of certain crops, 
or in years of surplus, how 
much land to set aside from 
production. 

The old system was lucra¬ 
tive for farmers, who received 
about $5.5 billion (£33 billion) 
a year between 1900 and 1996. 
in most years it succeeded in 
its aim of giving them roughly 
stable incomes. But it did Buie 
to insulate them from the in¬ 


dustry's sharpest swings, such 
as the 1981 to 1986 rural debt 
crisis, triggered by the Soviet 
grain embargo, rising energy 
prices, and doubledigit inter¬ 
est rates. Farmers hated it, not 
least for the heavy paperwurk. 

The new Act was not intend¬ 
ed to trigger brutal change. 
Farmers were to get $30 bil¬ 
lion in transition payments be¬ 
tween 1997 and 2002. irrespec¬ 
tive of their production. How¬ 
ever. in calculating that cush¬ 
ion. Congress had no inkling 
that 1996 would prove a peak 
for the industry, and that the 
next two years would see a 
plunge in prices. 

Since the Bill was passed, 
com prices have fallen by near¬ 
ly two thirds to below $2 a 
bushel, soybean by nearly a 
third, wheat by half, and hog 
prices, at the lowest levels for 
20 years, by more than half. 
Land prices are also plunging. 


threatening a repeat of the 
1980s’ funding problems. 

The causes are not mysteri¬ 
ous. A plunge in overseas de¬ 
mand heads the list Before the 
South-East Asian crisis about 
a third of farm production was 
exported, compared with 13 
per cent for the economy over¬ 
all. This year, form exports to 
Asia have been down by about 
a sixth. Then there is the soar¬ 
ing efficiency of the farming in¬ 
dustry itself. Since 1956 com 
forming productivity has near¬ 
ly trebled; for much erf this dec¬ 
ade, American farm productiv¬ 
ity has run at more than 40 
per cent higher than that erf the 
European Union. 

The final, self-inflicted 
wound came from American 
farmers’ own over-optimistic 
expectations of deregulation. 
This year they planted more of 
most crops than they had done 
for a decade. Soybean produc¬ 


tion jumped by a tenth, and 
there were more acres under 
winter wheat than in any year 
but one since 1936. The Mid¬ 
west had a bumper harvest — 
and nowhere to sell it in this 
unexpected drama, the Admin¬ 
istration and Congress have to¬ 
gether taken a few surprising¬ 
ly sensible and humane steps, 
with unusual speed, in a year 
dominated by scandal and for¬ 
eign crisis. 

They have not tried to revert 
to the old system, but instead 
used the September Budget to 
soften some of the most pain¬ 
ful effects erf tiie transition. In 
a quiet, swift deal between Gin¬ 
grich and President Clinton, 
the budget includes $5.9 bil¬ 
lion of emergency farming aid, 
mainly for the Midwest There 
is also a handful of special con¬ 
cessions. such as $200 million 
for Wisconsin’s comfortable 
dairy farmers, and Mr Clin- 


Stalled 


A NARROW escape for 
BMW. which called a press 
conference at the National Lib¬ 
eral Club in Whitehall for 
1030yesterday morning to dis¬ 
cuss productivity improve¬ 
ments at Rover. 

There was even a rumour 
: that a deal with the unions for 
If up to 2300 job losses in return 
for keeping open tiie 
gered Longbridge plant would 
be announced- Some 

duly arrived, to discover that 

the briefing, set to last ** 
noon, had been cancelled at 

the last minute. 

Rover claimed that talks 
with the unions were at aflj 
dal stage and that any brief¬ 
ing might be °vertaten t* 
events. So we were spared me 


possibility of a German car 
company announcing huge 
job cuts at a British subsidiary 
during the two-minute Armi¬ 
stice Day silence — and only 
yards from the Cenotaph. 
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IS EVERYTHING to do with 
that accursed Millennium 
Dome doomed? The Citys con¬ 
tribution is the Transaction 
Dome, a display to educate 
the passing punier on money 
and finance. This somewhat 
woolly brief is causing great 

scratching of heads. 

The Corporation of London 

is contributing £6 million, 
with a matching sum coming 
from Citv firms. There will be 
a mint producing specwl 
coins, that much we know. But 
just how do you get over to the 

public how the City works? 

The initial idea was a mock- 
up of a trading floor, with col- 

STJT! 

trading area left 

bit like illustrating idoyTs with 

a coffee shop. The idea has 
tJn quietly shelved , but no 
one knows what to put m Us 
place or how to make sure this 
Ss up to date withfast-mov- 

Next March b the 
absolute deadline. 



calculate it is costing him £80 
a minute in fees. The strange 
absence of “Mr Certain Key 
Person” a Close heavyweight 
who was there to win the busi¬ 
ness and who was all but invis¬ 
ible thereafter. 

But the scales finally fell from 
his eyes at briefings to fund 
managers, when he realised 
just who his broker was really 
working for. "Their clients 
aren’t really the firms they are 
floating, although they are pay¬ 
ing a fee for the process." Pal- 
fery-Smith tells mewondering- 
ly. “Their diems are the people 
with whom they are placing 
the stock.'* 


Eye-opener 

WHEN Graham Pal/ery- 
Smfrh decided to float his HW 
Group, a recruitment services 

specialist, on the stock market 
last year he kept detailed 
notes, now published in diary 
form in Real Business. No sur¬ 
prise that he ended up 
stripped of a few illusions. 
First, hiring a merchant 
bank, and an encounter with 
“Charmless” Bank, which un¬ 
derstandably did not get the 
job. (Try Charterhouse). Then 
a bust-up between Close Broth¬ 
ers, the successful applicant, 
and the chosen broker. Credit 
Lyonnais, after Close throws a 
tantrum — his word, not mine 
— and refuses to work with 
one of the latter’s employees. 
Then the meeting so well- 
staffed with City professionals 
that Palfery-Smith is able to 


AN OUTBREAK of caution at 
the DTI after my story about 
Elgar, the now all-singing, all¬ 
dancing computer system 
wanted by the department Pe¬ 
ter Mandelson had been 
faced with the choice of giving 
the contract to EDS. Siemens 
or Fujitsu, all of them for one 
reason or another politically 
unpopular options. 

So Mandy has put off the de¬ 
cision on the £100 million 
deed until next month. What 
odds that by the time the em¬ 
barrassing news is out, Parlia¬ 
ment mil be in recess? 


some with his former tormen¬ 
tors in the media. The latest, 
broadcast today, is with John 
Humphiys and John Simpson 
of the BBC. 

The talk comes around to his¬ 
toric moments they have wit¬ 
nessed, inducting the day 
Boris Yeltsin rescued democra¬ 
cy atop a tank in Russia, as re¬ 
ported by Simpson. The new 
Russian leader offered the fol¬ 
lowing quote for posterity, 
much repeated: “I will fight to 
the last drop of blood in my 
body for democratic freedom.” 

Unfortunately, as the BBC 
man recalls, when a quote was 
needed the blood in Yeltsin's 
body was found to be pretty 

heavily contaminated with 

vodka, and he was slumped at 
his desk. The historic phrase 
was actually manufactured by 
the government PR machine 
instead. 

Martin Waller 






Tanked up 

ANOTHER illusion shattered, 
and another victory for the 
spin doctors. Ken Clarke, our 
former Chancellor, is conduct¬ 
ing a series of interviews for 
Bloomberg TV, including 



ton’s pledge to buy 23 million 
tons of wheat for Third World 
countries. The Budget bumps 
up the transition payments, ac¬ 
knowledging that they were 
calculated in times of plenty 
and set too low. 

Most importantly, the Budg¬ 
et. together with the Act, 
makes explicit what has been 
implied since the New Deal: 
that payments from Washing¬ 
ton to rural communities are 
essentially welfare. 

In dearly separating the 
transition cash from the levels 
or type of production, the legis¬ 
lation distils the problem into 
the question: what does Wash¬ 
ington want to pay to keep 
these people from real hard¬ 
ship and to prevent miles of 
farmland turning into shop¬ 
ping malls overnight? The an¬ 
swer may eventually be “Not 
much", but it is more easily ad¬ 
dressed with precision and 
thoughtfulness when isolated. 

M ore delicate is 
the question of 
what farmers 
can do to help 
themselves. There are no easy 
gains in productivity left to be 
made. In Britain, you can still 
rip out hedges to make a farm 
look like Kansas; in Kansas, 
you give up. 

With prices showing no sign 
of recovery, further technical 
investment would earn no re¬ 
turn. Instead, government ad¬ 
visers are telling farmers — 
and it is hard to see the mes¬ 
sage being received with joy — 
that they should become more 
financially sophisticated. 

Insurance industry esti¬ 
mates suggest dial the 1996 
Act. by exposing fanners more 
to tiie business’s volatility, put 
up their risk by perhaps $100 
an acre. Some farmers are ten¬ 


dons as a way of hedging that 
risk, locking in the price at 
which they wtil sell crops at 
the start of tiie season. Anec¬ 
dotes of disastrous option 
trades already fill the farming 
magazines. Nonetheless, the 
message of the same maga¬ 
zines is dean those who best 
learn bow to manage financial 
risk are the most likely to sur¬ 
vive. But many will not sur¬ 
vive; the shakeout is conspicu¬ 
ously beginning. 

Gingrich claimed many 
times to be changing the land¬ 
scape of America; he may have 
done so most clearly in the 
most literal way. 


BUSINESS LETTERS 


Striving for a common cause 
in Britain’s domestic market 


From Mr Jerry Jackson 
Sir. In explaining why the US 
dominates the global produc¬ 
tivity' league (November 3). 
Anatole Kaletsky failed to 
point out that US companies 
have at their door the largest 
home market in the world, 
bringing huge “economy of 
scale" advantages before they 
have to venture into expensive, 
riskier export markets. 

As I lock across the pond at 
the enviable position of my 
peers, I am reminded that do¬ 
mestic markets offer us three 
distinct advantages: common 


culture, common language 
and common currency. 

Whilst history will always 

separate European cultures, of 
the other two advantages. I 
wonder which the UK will 
grasp first as we strive to 
make the ELI our own substan¬ 
tial home market — Esperanto 
or the euro? 

Yours faithfollv, 

JERRY JACKSON. 

Managing Director, 

HW Wallace & Co Ltd. 

172 St James Road, 

Croydon, 

CR9 2HR. 


Change to euro 
will affect our 
mortgage system 

From Mr H. Spctrks 
Sir, The emphasis of commen¬ 
tators on the bank rate cut on 
the extra amount of spending 
power available to consumers 
underlines the fact that be¬ 
cause of our system of financ¬ 
ing house purchases, changes 
in interest rates have a (fired 
and disproportionate effect on 
consumers here compared 
with those on the Continent 
If we are to allow another 
central bank to set “general” 
interest rates, then an essen¬ 
tial precondition will be to 
change our system of mort¬ 
gage finance to a fixed, rather 
than a variable, basis before 
any other aspects of conver¬ 
gence can be considered. 
Yours faithfully, 

H.H. SPARKS. 

Trelew, 

Freshwater Lane, 

St Mawes. 

Cornwall, TR2 5AR. 


Counting the cost 
of delayed entry 
to single currency 

From Mr John Pincham, 

Sir, Attending a County Coun¬ 
cil seminar. “Implications of 
Euro for Surrey", has con¬ 
vinced me that “staying our is 
just not feasible. Most major 
British industries will, from 
January, account and invoice 
their suppliers in euros. 

If a continental company 
gains Surrey’s 25-year waste 
disposal contract we will be 
obliged to pay in euro. New 
Surrey computer software 
must be euro and euro-pound 
compatible. 

How much will delayed en¬ 
try cost UK pic and depress 
British living standards? 
Yours faithfully, 

JOHN PINCHAM, 

County Councillor — Claygate 
& HinchJey Wood. 

35 Lodge Close. 

Stoke D’Abemon, 

Surrey, 

KT112SG. 


Water customers want jam today 


From Mr Roland Rench 
Sir, In Business New- 
s(November 4), you report 
Thames Water pic as warning 
that tough price cuts mooted 
by Ofwat risk alienating custo¬ 
mers. 

It might suit the company’s 
interests to say that but a sur¬ 
vey conducted by the Thames 
Customer Service Committee 
showed that, above anything 
else, water consumers resid¬ 
ing within its ambit want to 
see a significant fall in their 
charges now. 

Having had, effectively, to 
underwrite the company’s 
losses of £200 million incurred 
on non-reguiated business dur¬ 


ing the first six years of privati¬ 
sation. that view is not surpris¬ 
ing. It will have been hard¬ 
ened by the insensitive squan¬ 
dering of the captive con¬ 
sumers’ money amounting to 
upwards of £1 million during 
the last 12 months, upon 
self-congratulatory advertis¬ 
ing masquerading as essential 
public relations. 

Customers are fed up with be¬ 
ing promised jam tomorrow; 
they want to have it today. 
Yours faithfully, 

ROLAND RENCH. 

8 Minshull Place, 

Park Road, 

Beckenham, 

Kent, BR31QF. 


Yeltsin: driven to drink 


UPGRADE 


YOUR 

BUSINESS NOW 
TO A 

better CLASS 
OF TELECOMS 


SERVICE. 
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Looking for better call rates? 

And superior account. 
management? 

Then upgrade to 
Esprit Telecom now. 

We save your business 
money by keeping our overheads low. And we 
give you a better class of telecoms service. 
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Simply call Esprit Telecom now on 
0800 654 6344. And when you switch 
before 31 December 98. you’ll enjoy 
an extra £100 discount on your first 
monthlT.bill.* 

0800 8348344 
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Steps to transparency in 


small companies’ reports 


Communication of meaningful 
information on businesses will aid 
development of a healthy enterprise 
economy, says Isobel Sharp 


T he Chancellor, in his 
pre-Budget report last 
week, noted that the 
Government's policy is pro¬ 
small business. However, it is 
important for small business¬ 
es. as for large companies, 
chat they communicate useful 
information in an understand¬ 
able format to those legitimate¬ 
ly interested, such as potential 
employees, customers and sup¬ 
pliers. Untike, for example, 
the banks or the Inland Reve¬ 
nue. these groups do not have 
the economic or legal power to 
demand information tailored 
to their needs. Bur they need 
some information and assur¬ 
ance to help them to decide 
whether to go ahead or to look 
elsewhere. 

However, the present re¬ 
gime. in which small compa¬ 
nies file returns and accounts 
with tile Registrar of Compa¬ 
nies, does not serve such users 
well. The accounts are in a 
code decipherable only by the 
trained accountant who can 
understand the jargon. The 
data on the public register 
may not teU them when? the 
company is based. Usually the 
address of the company’s law¬ 
yers or accountants is given as 
the registered office. 

The weaknesses are well 
known. The company law re¬ 
view currently being undertak¬ 
en by the Department of 
Trade and Industry is believed 
to be looking for changes in 
this area. 

In the spirit of giving com¬ 
mentators something to shoot 
at, the Institute of Chartered 


Accountants of Scotland has 
published its consultation pa¬ 
per, Breaking the Code ... A 
Better Reporting Framework 
for Small Companies. Its aim 
is simple. What should be on 
public record should be easy 
to understand and cost- 
effective to produce and 
should provide information on 
the key questions — where is 
the company based, who runs 
it and now, and what are its 
present position, its general 
plans and its prospects? 

The institute team responsi¬ 
ble for the paper started with 
the proverbial clean sheet of 
paper. The plan was not to be 
reasonable, bearing in mind 
the popular Machiavellian 
com me nr that only unreasona¬ 
ble people make progress. 
However, the aim was to take 
a reasoned approach to what 
should be disclosed publicly. 

Accordingly, the paper an¬ 
alyses the likely users of small 
company reports and their in¬ 
formation needs and how 
these needs might be met. This 
analysis leads to a new form of 
report containing four ele¬ 
ments — a statement of basic 
company information, a man¬ 
agement statement, a state¬ 
ment of the company's objec¬ 
tives and its policies towards 
its shareholders and an inde¬ 
pendent financial commen¬ 
tary on the results, the finan¬ 
cial position and the future 
prospects. 

Perhaps only the first ele¬ 
ment is likely to be uncontro- 
versial. The second, the man¬ 
agement statement, may pro¬ 



Lsobel Sharp wants small firms' accounts made more useful 


voice some interesting com¬ 
ments. What is proposed is 
that the directors should give 
information on how the com¬ 
pany meets its various statuto¬ 
ry obligations in respect of law 
and tax. For example, has it 
filed its tax returns by the due 
dates? Has it incurred signifi¬ 


cant fines for any breaches of 
law, such as legislation on 
health and safety at work? 
Have any of the directors been 
barred from acting as a direc¬ 
tor or declared bankrupt dur¬ 
ing any of the previous five 
years? Answers to these ques¬ 
tions will give users factual in¬ 


□ Isobel Sharp is a partner in 
Arthur Andersen. 


□ Vie Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of Scotland re¬ 
port is available on its website 
at icas.org.uk. 
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UK pic enjoys the sweet 
success of Cadbury Code 


formation on how the direc¬ 
tors run at least some aspects 
of the company's affairs. 
Whether the users are trou¬ 
bled by this information will, 
of course, be a matter of 
persona] Judgment. 

The third element will set 
out the company's objectives 
and its main activities. If direc¬ 
tors so wish, they may also set 
out their policies towards 
stakeholders, such as employ¬ 
ees, customers and suppliers. 
The illustration of the propos¬ 
als in the institute paper sug¬ 
gests that a possible policy 
towards suppliers may be to 
pay them on the agreed terms 
of trade. 

The final element, the inde¬ 
pendent financial commen¬ 
tary, is a narrative report on 
the company's results and its 
general prospects. Probably 
prepared by the company’s ac¬ 
counting advisers, it would 
seek to tell briefly the story of 
the year. Some basic financial 
information would be re¬ 
quired, but not in the strait- 
jacket presently required. 

An important ingredient in 
making information on small 
companies more generally 
available will be for the public 
register to be available 
through the Internet. With 
more people having access to 
this either via home or busi¬ 
ness computers or via public li¬ 
braries, they would be armed 
with useful knowledge. 

• In short it will be a more 
transparent regime- There will 
be communication, ft should 
help in continuing the develop¬ 
ment of a healthy enterprise 
economy in this country. 


P eople who argue that poor corporate 
governance never hurt anyone 
should take a look at the extraordi- 
naiy events at Marks & Spencer. When Sir 
Adrian Cadbury proposed in his Cadbury 
Code that the post of chairman and chief ex¬ 
ecutive should be split, there was great oppo¬ 
sition. mostly from captains of industry who 
were completely unused to the concept of 
anyone questioning their judgment. This 
fancy corporate governance stuff, it was ar¬ 
gued would just get in the way. And further¬ 
more it was none of the business of institu¬ 
tional shareholders, or Sir Adrian Cadbury 
and his committee, to question matters of in¬ 
ternal governance or to suggest controls. 
Such moves would, it was argued, harm 
both profits and shareholder value. 

Now we have a classic example of how un¬ 
resolved matters of corporate 
governance and the crucial 
split of the roles of chairman 
and chief executive have eat- . gq fi aj 

en their way through the fab- Job* *--) 
ric of one of the greatest of 
this country’s retailers. JR 

“Shareholders can demand ij&ffl m, 
to know precisely how pow- 
ers are divided." said Sir Adri- 
an in his Gresham College lee- 
hire at the Mansion House 
last M ay. "and continue prob- wp^V'- 
ing until they are satisfied. In Wfe N 
that sense a axle recommen- 
dation can prove a sterner test 

in practice of a true separa- -^ 

tion of powers than a law to 
the same effccT. 

His opponents must wish 
that Sir Adrian would retire KOB 

from the corporate govern- Rot 

ance field. And he did let it be oka 

known that his Gresham leo- 
hire was the point at which he was “quitting 
the governance stage”. Yet back he came the 
other day (o add his weight to the latest sur¬ 
vey of trends in the world of chairmen and 
nonexecutive directors. This showed just 
how for everyone has travelled since the Cad- 
buty Code first saw the light of day in 1991. 

Take just one point that Sir Adrian 
thought significant, the question of who ap¬ 
points non-executive directors has changed 
radically. “The selection for boards of direc¬ 
tors is more purposefully and formally car¬ 
ried out,” he said. “In 1991-92 only 2 per cent 
of quoted companies had nomination com¬ 
mittees. Directors used to be selected by the 
chairman or by word of mouth". 


Robert 

Bruce 


Now. said the survey. 52 per cent of listed 
companies had a nomination comnuttee. It 
seems odd. given the amount of reform ap¬ 
plied to the management methods of compa¬ 
nies over the past ten years, that the last part 
of the organisation to be reformed is the 
apex of all companies, the board of directors. 
“The selection of non-executive directors is 
coming into line with the professional ap¬ 
proach of hiring managers," Sir Adrian said 
with some amusement 
When Sir Adrian was chairman or Cad¬ 
bury Schweppes, he created a brief state¬ 
ment entitled “The Character of the Compa¬ 
ny". That faced opposition, too.“When I first 
suggested attempting to set down what the 
company stood for and then getting agree¬ 
ment to it some board members were scepti¬ 
cal of its usefulness and said it would simply 
end up in a filing cabinet" he 
said in the Gresham lecture. 
“In the event the degree to 
#. which the statement was val- 

pfa vr ued and called on seemed to 
be a function of distance from 
Sp* Nepl the perceived centre of authori¬ 
ng ty. It was the smaller business 

Jffl units and those furthest from 

\ ; Lggy the head office... that particu- 

* lari y fel1 i ^ iat a need -" 

OL'XJ It is that approach that has 

meant that the Cadbury Code 
-y has become so successful. 

There is no legal compulsion. 
^ But it forces boards of direc- 

-tors to examine how they 

work, ponder how efficient 
and effective they are. and to 

- allow independent outsiders 

iRT to suggest improvements. The 

pyr aim was not a control system 

but simply a method of hn- 
proving the qualify of boards. 
It is a simple goal and it is being achieved 
not by forcing people into line, but by letting 
the forces in the worid of business to reform 
and bring about their own change. Jt brings 
serious thought into the heart of a company. 
Sir Adrian ended his Gresham lecture with 
a quotation from Thoreau: “It is true enough 
said that a corporation has no conscience. 
But a corporation of conscientious men is a 
corporation with a conscience .” 


□ Chairmen and Non-Executive Directors: 
Fees , Facts and Attitudes is published by 
Egon Zehnder International and the Board 
for Chartered Accountants in Business. 
Inquiries to 0171-920 8440. 



PwC out of the 
Abbey habit 


SPARE a few crocodile tears 
for the Pricewaterhouse- 
Coopers leviathan. Not only Is 
a predatory Ernst & Young 
poaching as many of the new¬ 
ly merged number-one firm’s 
senior staff as it can. Not only 
are there rumours of the loss 
of corporate finance teams on 
the European mainland. But 
now the merger has lost it a 
plum blue-chip financial serv¬ 
ices audit because the dient. 
Abbey National, was “con¬ 
cerned about the resultant con¬ 
centration of UK banking and 
life assurance audits". 

The merger gave PwC half 
of audits of the 20 financial 
services companies on the 
FTSE 100. As a result, some 
E4.3 million in fees is likely to 
shift to Deloitte & Touche, die 


only one of the Big Five firms 
untouched by merger or inter¬ 
nal strife over the past year. 
The fact that the Netherlands 
Antilles has decided to feature 
PwC on a set of stamps due 
out this week is thought fo be a 
poor consolation. 

Love me do 

FURTHER evidence that socie¬ 
ty has it in for accountants 
and, of course, lawyers. Speak¬ 
ing at the annual London din¬ 
ner of the Institute of Char¬ 
tered Accountants of Scotland, 
Lord Rodger of Earlsferry, the 
Lord President of the Court of 
Session, provided chapter and 
verse. “'Accountants and law¬ 
yers do have something in 
common,” he suggested. “We 
are not loved." He offered evi¬ 
dence, saying: “Even rets do 
better. They have pro¬ 
grammes about them on rwo 
television channels.” He then 


cited gruesome cases in which 
doctors have been revealed as 
murderers. “But everyone still 
loves doctors and nurses," he 
said with some disbelief. It 
was not immediately obvious 
what the assembled account¬ 
ants were supposed to do to 
raise their professional lovabil- 
ity profile. So they reverted to 
type, and the bar, instead. 

VAT’s life 

DELOITTE & Touche reports 
that a last bastion of common 
sense has fallen. VAT has been 
introduced in Mongolia. And 
it has not taken the authorities 
long to cotton on to the 
strengths of such a tax. The ini¬ 
tial rate of 10 per cent has al¬ 
ready been cast aside and a 
swingeing 13 per cent im¬ 
posed. It hurts in the yurts, as 
the locals are wont to remark. 


Robert Bruce 
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By Paul Ourman 

RETURNS from the pharmaceutical 
mdusuy will fall sharply unless the 
^ n £® m Ppes improve the pro- 
research and 

ment (R&D) effort, according to a new 

by Prioewaterhous&oopers. 

n^uR&D consulnng at PwC said: 
'Vasts must be slashed. It's not possi¬ 
ble to maintain total shareholder re¬ 
turns at this level unless costs are driv¬ 
en back substantially." 

Dr Arlington said the failure of 


drugs in 1 ale-stage trials and at launch 
must be stopped, adding: “These have 
lo become a thing of the past." 

Iris estimated that it now costs up to 
$700 million (£420 million) to bring 
each new drug to market. This in¬ 
cludes the millions spent on medicines 
that fail in expensive clinical trials. 

Over the past few years, the total re¬ 
turns from the top 20 pharmaceutical 
companies have averaged 29 per cent 
a year. Despite all the attention fo¬ 
cused on “blockbuster drugs such as 
Zantac and Prozac, whose annual 
sales can be>measured in billions, 90 


per cent of all drugs earn annual reve¬ 
nues of (ess than 5180 million a year. 

Worse still, said Dr Arlington, the 
period of exclusivity previously en¬ 
joyed by new medicines is being cut 
drastically as competition increases. 
Merck’s new anti-arthritis drug is ex¬ 
pected to be challenged within months 
by a similar product from Searfe. 

The challenge for the industry is in¬ 
creased because developments in ge¬ 
nomics mean that future medicines 
are likely to be suitable only for pa¬ 
tients belonging to a particular geno¬ 
type. This will mean potential market 


size will be correspondingly smaller. 
PwC believes the pressures will en¬ 
courage further consolidation and 
that by 2005 the number of big players 
could fall from 20 to 13. 

PwC argues that drug companies 
need to work more closely with one an¬ 
other and with healthcare regulators 
to cut down on wasted research effort. 
Dr Arlington said companies should 
share information to avoid duplica¬ 
tion of safety testing. 

Dr Arlington said companies need 
to be much more ruthless in weeding 
out drugs with a poor chance of suc¬ 


cess. PwC said Glaxo Wellcome seems 
to have been successful in achieving a 
significant cut in the attrition rate of 
drugs entering pre-clinical trials. Dur¬ 
ing 1996 and 1997 only four of 28 new 
chemical entities were dropped before 
entering full development — a 14 3 per 
cent failure rate, compared with the in¬ 
dustry average of 33 per cent. 

Dr Arlington said that contract re¬ 
search organisations wOJ increasingly 
come into competition with the drug 
companies as they seek to take on 
some of the development risks in re¬ 
turn for a share in future profits. 


Energy 
unveils 
expansion 
battle plan 

By Christine Buckley, industrial correspondent 




BRITISH ENERGY yesterday 
declared its aim to be one of a 
handful of energy companies 
that will rule the UK’S energy 
• market in a few years. But the 
company refused to throw 
light on its battle with Electric¬ 
ity de France for London Elec¬ 
tricity as expectations grow 
that both bidders are prepared 
to pay more than E2 billion. 

A decision from Entergy, 
London's US parent, is expect¬ 
ed within days. 

Peter Hollins, chief execu¬ 
tive, said: “It is important to 
find a route to market There 
will come a point where some 
of our stations will start to 
retire." British Energy is also 
believed to have held talks 
with Southern Company, the 
US owner of Seeboard. 

The generator is looking to 
buy die coal-fired power 
stations being sold by Power- 
Gen and National Power. But 
Mr Hollins accused the Gov¬ 
ernment of being “terribly 
opaque” over the suitability erf 
bidders for the coal stations. 

Peter MandeLson, Trade 
and Industry Secretary, has 
said he would judge how mi- 
propriate bidders were far 
POwerGen's stations as part of 
the conditions of the sale and 
POwerGen’s takeover of East 
Midlands Electricity. Howev¬ 
er, it is thought that the Gov- 

PPL share 
issue aims 
for £20.4m 

By Paul Durman 

PPL THERAPEUTICS, the 
firm seeking to produce 
medicines from the milk of 
genetically modified sheep, 
has been forced to raise £20.4 
milli on through a cut-price 
share issue to avoid being 
squeezed by potential market¬ 
ing partners for its products. 

PPL, best known for its role 
in cloning Dolly the sheep, is 
seeking to secure marketing 
deals for its treatment for cyst¬ 
ic fibrosis and for fibrinogen, 
a component of “tissue glue” 
used to control bleeding. 

However, potential part¬ 
ners have delayed concluding 
terms because PPL was down 
to its last £10 million — only 
enough for about six months’ 
spending. Ron James, PPL’s 
chief executive, said: "If your 
partner thinks you need the 
deal to do the rights issue, you 
don’t get such a good deal” 

PPL is issuing six shares at 
SOp each for every five exist¬ 
ing shares. At flotation in July 
1996. its shares were priced at 
450p. Yesterday, the price fell 
7ttp to a low of I12ftp. 


eminent wants to ensure that 
the stations will be bought by 
a company that will use them 
to lower the price of electricity. 

British Energy is prevented 
from expanding into new gas 
generation because of the Gov¬ 
ernment’s de facto moratori¬ 
um. However. Mr HoDins 
said the moratorium should 
end after the sale of the power 
stations—which were ordered 
to stimulate competition in 
price setting. 

The nuclear generator is 
looking to extend the account¬ 
ing lives of two of its stations. 
In the half year to September 
30 the company won a £10 mil¬ 
lion boost by extending the life 
of two other stations. It is ex¬ 
pected to receive a similar ben¬ 
efit in the current half year. 
Pre-tax profits were also 
fuelled by an £18 million one- 
off benefit from the adjust- ; 
merit of contracts it has with 
Scottish companies. They buy 
electricity at prices related to 
an average English and Welsh 
price and contracts need 
adjusting periodically. 

Pre-tax profits climbed from 
£4 million to £46 million. The 
interim dividend was raised 8 
per cent to 53p. Earnings per 
share before exceptionals were 
4.5p compared with 0.4p. 

Tempos page 32 



Kenneth Hooper, Volex finance director, Jeft, and Dominick MoUoy, chief executive, say revenues are likely to stay flat 

Volex hit by pricing pressure 


By Adam Jones 

VOLEX. foe cables group, 
pave warning yesterday that 
its power cord operation is 
bong affected try increased 
price competition. 

The division manufactures 
mains leads for domestic elec¬ 
trical appliances such as hair- 


Dome making 
builders scarce 
says McCarthy 


By Fraser Nelson 


McCarthy & stone has 

complained that it is running 
short of builders because too 
many are working on the Mil¬ 
lennium Dome and other simi¬ 
lar projects across the country. 

"Hie company, which builds 
and sells retirement housing, 
said its labour force is being 
depleted by councils who are 
keen to erect monuments in 



Thome: “impact on costs" 


time for 2000. 

Mathew Thorne, finance 
director, said: "They all want a 
tangible building that can be 
admired by everyone for 
many years to come. This is 
increasing wages, and having 
a material impact on our 
construction costs.” 

However, the London boom 
in house prices helped the com¬ 
pany pass cost increases an to 
its customers as the average 
selling price of its retirement 
house rose by II per cent, to 
£77,600. It also sold 1-320 hous¬ 
es, 780 of these in the South of 
England- This led to an expect¬ 
ed pre-tax profit of E2&5 mil¬ 
lion (£20.5 million) for the year 
to August 31. It ended the year 
with £24.5 million (£14.4 mil¬ 
lion) in the bank after spend¬ 
ing considerably less on build¬ 
ing up its land bank. 

Headline earnings were 
I7_2p (I0.4p) per share and a 
final dividend of 3.5p makes 
4.5p (3p) for the year. 


dryers and it accounts for 
about 40 per cent of group 
sales. 

Although it sold more 
power cords in the first half of 
1998, Volex said revenues for 
this product range were flat 
because of pricing pressure 
that is expected to continue in 
the second half. 


Distributor 
on target 
for Japan 

By Adam Jones 


ELECTROCOMPONENTS 
is to go ahead with plans to 
break into the Japanese mar¬ 
ket next March despite the 
regional fi nancial malaise. 

The group, which sells elec¬ 
tronic. electrical and industrial 
products, mainly to engineers, 
through catalogues and the 
Internet said the venture had 
been planned for the past four 
years and it wanted to invest 
£30 million over five years. 

Eledrocomponents was an¬ 
nouncing interim profits 
before tax of £53.4 million, up 
1.9 per cent. Sales rose 35 per 
cent to £3303 million. 

The company said business 
from engineers in large compa¬ 
nies was down more than from 
those in smaller operations or 
the settnemployed because the 
bigger firms had been squeez¬ 
ing spending on maintenance 
and development. 

Earnings per share rose 
from 8.4p to &5p. An interim 
dividend of 3-25p pL8p) per 
share has been declared. 

Tempos, page 32 


Overall, the group reported 
interim profits before tax of 
£7.9 million, up from £73 
million. Saks rose 8.4 per cent 
to £1013 million. 

Volex* largest activity is the 
supply of products used in the 
tdecommuni cations infrastr¬ 
ucture of companies such as 
Ericsson and Nortel. 


* Volex said that this part of 
die business continued to 
make “excellent progress”. It 
also said it was poised to make 
acquisitions in Brazil and 
India. 

Earnings per share rose 
from 7.75p to 83p. Hie interim 
dividend is 8-2p (from 7.75p), 
payable on April 6. 


Asian troubles 
cost Bayer 
£179m in revenue 

By Carl Mortished. international business editor 


THE Asian crisis cost Bayer, 
the German chemicals and 

pharmaceutical group, 

DM500 million (about £179 
million) in sales in the third 
quarter, the company an¬ 
nounced yesterday. 

Bayer gave warning that 
reduoed revenues from Asia 
would • mean that 1998 
foil-year sales would not 
improve on last year. 

However, the company 
expects an increase in earn¬ 
ings from a lower cost base 
and from changes in the busi¬ 
ness portfolio. 

The company produced a 
5 per cent gain in operating 
profit to DM4.4 billion in the 
third quarter despite weak 
sales growth and poor 
prices. Net income rose 73 
per cent to DM681 mfllion. 

Lower prices, in large part 
because of government- 
imposed price reductions on 
drugs in Japan, cost the 
chemicals group DM400 


million- Falling prices, ex¬ 
change rate fluctuations and 
disposals almost cancelled 
out a 2 per cent increase in 
volumes. 

Bayer’s North American 
business suffered a fall in 
revenues in dollar terms, 
with profits down DM600 
million because of a shortfall 
in plasma production and 
the costs of restructuring. 
Weak sales in North Ameri¬ 
ca and Asia were only partly 
compensated for by a 4 per 
cent rise in Europe, where 
Bayer is generating a return 
on sales of 14 per cent 

Polymers made strong 
profit gains, rising 9 per cent 
to DM13 billion, increasing 

its return on sales from 9 per 
cent to 22 per cent 

Agfa Group, the photo¬ 
graphic materials group, 
increased earnings by 6 per 
cent Bayer confirmed that 
Agfa would be floated m the 
stock market in 1999. 
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Fenner spells out 
challenges ahead 

FENNER, the engineering group, has announced a “satisfac¬ 
tory trading result" for the year to August 31, but gave warn¬ 
ing that the poor economic outlook meant maintaing profit 
le^Js would be “challenging". Mark Abrahams, chief execu¬ 
tive. said: “Although the sector will be significantly affected 
by broader economic problems, we hope to maintain profits 
by gaining market share." 

Fenner saw pre-tax profits drop from £183 million to £15.2 
million, on turnover up 7 per cent to E28S.1 million. Earnings 
per share were down to 7.23p from 1222p last year, but the 
final dividend of 3.7p means the total for the year is up 03p to 
5-6p. The results were marginally below analysts' expecta¬ 
tions and included an exceptional goodwill charge of £6.9 mil¬ 
lion. related to the £50 million disposal erf its power transmis¬ 
sion division in April. The cash generated from this safe re¬ 
duced the group’s gearing from 60.1 per cent to 13.8 per cent 

Commerzbank slips 

COMMERZBANK, Germany’s fifth-]argest bank, needed to 
sell two blocks of shares — one in Winzethur. the Swiss 
insurer, another in BCI, the Italian bank — to ensure its net 
profits rose in the first nine months of this year. Net profits 
were up 4.7 per cent at DM137 billion (£489 million), it 
announced yesterday. Pre-tax profits, however, slipped 15.4 
per cent to DM137 billion leading to a decline in earnings per 
share to DM230 (DM3.04 last time). The fall was largely due 
to the bank's exposure to the Far East and Russia. 

Prism Leisure offer 

PRISM LEISURE, the wholesaler of computer games, 
cassettes, compact discs and videos, said it is being bought 
by its own management with a cash offer of 75p a share, 
which values Prism at £633 million. Linkwill, an unquoted 
company owned by some of the executive directors of 
Prism, made the offer. The price represents a premium of 
some 19 per cent to the October 9 closing price of 63p per 
Prism share, the day before the announcement that Prism 
had received an approach. 

Holmes Place placing 

HOLMES PLACE, which owns and operates health dubs, 
yesterday said it is raising E63 million through placing 337 
million new ordinary shares at 185p a share. The proceeds of 
the placing will be used lo finance dub development. The com- 
pany^s existing shares dosed down 4p yesterday at 187ttp. 
Credit Suisse First Boston de Zoete & Bevan has agreed to 
procure subscribers for 233 million of the new shares. 
Holmes Place also arranged a new banking facility with 
Lloyds Bank to provide £32.5 million. 

Drings sold to ARC 

DRINGS, the stonemason that was forced to call in receivers 
and delist its shares from the Alternative Investment Market, 
has been sold to ARC, the supplier of building materials, for 
an undisclosed amount Drings, which is based near Bristol 
and employs 30 people, has recently been supplying stone to 
tiie Royal Opera House redevelopment Cedric Clapp, of the 
receivers Ernst & Young said there had been strong interest 
The sale, he said, “means the jobs have been saved and a 
well-established business has the chance to continue". 

Burton wood sales up 

BURTONWOOD BREWERY yesterday said that a kegging 
contract obtained during the World Cup had offset the 
adverse effects of the poor summer, resulting in increased 
sales and profits for the six months to September 26. Pre-tax 
profits rose to £2.4 mfllion from £2.1 million for the same peri¬ 
od last year, on a turnover of £243 million (E22.7 million). 
Earnings per share were up from 6-8p to 7.7p and the interim 
dividend is lifted to 2.12p a share from 2p. The company said 
a strategic review had led to increased focus on the pub estate. 

Kvaemer in Peru deal 

KVAERNER’5 E&C division has signed a letter of intent for a 
large project valued at $835 million (£503 million) from South¬ 
ern Peru Ltd for modemisation of facilities at its copper smelt¬ 
er in Da Peru. Kvaemer said it had been engaged on a cost- 
reimbursable fixed-fee basis. The value of its direct services is 
estimated at $120 million for the total project Kvaemer will 
be engaged in project management engineering, procure¬ 
ment construction management and start-up assistance. 
Work is expected to start before the end of this month. 

Exports lift Cranswick 

CRANSWICK. the pet agribusiness and food group, yester¬ 
day said a focus on exports helped lift half-yearly profits. The 
company reported pre-tax profit up 15 per cent at £2.4 million 
for the six months to September 30. Turnover, at £69.1 
million, was down from £75.1 million last time, because of a 
reduction in raw material costs. Jim Bloom, chairman, said 
the first half “was not without its challenges" due to strong 
pressure on margins in pig rearing. Earnings per share were 
up 14 per cent at 11.6p. Interim dividend is 3.6p (335p). 

Bumden plans hotel 

BURNDEN Leisure, the owners of Bolton Wanderers Foot¬ 
ball Chib, yesterday revealed plans to build a 110-bed hotel 
within its25,000-seat Reebok Stadium that opened earlier this 
year. Bumden reported an operating profit before transfer 
fees of £769.000 for the year ended June 30. against a loss of 
£1.91 million last time. After taking account of transfers and 
adjustments for disposals, the company made a pre-tax loss of 
£4.71 mfllion (£4-01 million). No final dividend was decla red. 
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So you’re looking 
for the best way to 
travel to Scandinavia, 
the Baltic region and 
Eastern Europe. 

Who cares? 

We do. 


London and Manchester to Stockholm or Copenhagen. From there, we'li fly you in SAS comfort within Scandinavia, or to Finland, Pbfand, Estonia, 
FJy with SAS non-stop together with our Star Alliance™ partner airlines - Air Canada, Lufthansa, THAI, United Airlines and Varlg - we offer you a route network 

Latvia, Lithuania or Russiavvr^b . in 108 countries. We care for you all the way. For more information, visit us at www^asjse or call 0845 60 727 727. 
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Equities halve early gains 

TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous day’s close, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 
price/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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Father 
of all 
monsters 


FILM: James Whale, the British director 
who made Frankenstein, lives again on 
screen, as Janies Mott ram discovers 


F rom computer-generated 
ants to dual versions of An 
Ideal Husband. screen ide¬ 
as seem to come in pairs 
these days. The latest fad is James 
Whale, the Midlands-born father of 
the horror genre, best known for di¬ 
recting the original 
Franfensretn and its se¬ 
quel, Bride of Franken¬ 
stein. With one film due 
out in the United States 
this month, and another 
in development, a long- 
overdue reappraisal of 
Whale is on its way. 

Bill Condon’s Cods 
and Monsters, which is 
screened at the London 
Film Festival this week¬ 
end, plays out the last 
days of Whale’s life, be¬ 
fore his suicide in 1957. 

The film, based on Fa- _ 

ther of Frankenstein, 
Christopher Bram's fictional ac¬ 
count of the later years of Whale’s 
life, depicts Whale as a lascivious 
gent, lusting after his heterosexual 
gardener (played by Hollywood pin¬ 
up Brendan Fraser) while haunted 
by memories of the First World 
War. 

Boasting an exquisite perform¬ 
ance from Ian McKellen as the direc¬ 
tor, the film, according to Condon, is 
a chance to demystify rumours. 


6 He made 
a point of 
never 
taking 
himself 
seriously 9 


“People don’t know much about 
Whale, but they know he died under 
mysterious circumstances — and it's 
not true." 

After Whale was found dead in 
his swimming pool, misinformation 
grew from the secrecy surrounding 
his demise — secrecy 
manufactured by his lov¬ 
er David Lewis in an ef¬ 
fort to protect Whale's 
reputation. Only years 
later was it revealed that 
the director had in fact 
committed suicide. 

The Whale revival is 
set to highlight a forgot¬ 
ten body of work that re¬ 
mains diverse, idiosyn¬ 
cratic and dry. “He 
would be horrified to be 
called an artist'* says 
Condon. “He made a 

_ point of never taking 

himself too seriously. He 
called his films light entertainment 
He was a rather lucky man who 
found a niche in Hollywood.'* 
Fortunate or not few directors of 
the period could claim to have single- 
handedly forged a genre, let alone 
turn their camera to screwball come¬ 
dy {Remember Last Night?], literary 
adaptations (The Invisible Man. 
The Man in the Iron Mascot musi¬ 
cals (Show Boat) with so much suc¬ 
cess. 



James Whale (second from right) on the set of his 1931 film Frankenstein, with Boris Karloff, Phyllis Brooks and cameraman John Mescall 


A rival film, based on James Cur¬ 
tis’s recent biography James Whale: 
A New World of Gods and Mon¬ 
sters. is currently under develop¬ 
ment with the team that produced 
Carrington, the 1995 Lytton Stra- 
chey biopic. More emphasis is prom¬ 
ised on Whale’s creative years, lead¬ 
ing up to The Road Back, his disas¬ 
trously recut fbllow-up to All Quiet 
On The Western Front that initiated 
his exit from Hollywood. 

Curtis, a businessman from Cali¬ 
fornia who rewrote his work from 
scratch after producing a thinner ac¬ 
count of Whale is life in 1982, has al¬ 
ready started on the publicity trail, 
deriding Condon’s film for its inac¬ 


curacies. “Whale, to my knowledge, 
never approached, or had any inter¬ 
est in, straight men. He sought the 
company of other gay men. He was 
a very reserved man. very digni¬ 
fied.” 

Condon defends his portrayal of 
Whale. “J thought there was a 
chance to make a film about Whale, 
in the style of him — to inject a lot of 
Whale into it Curtis Harrington, a 
director friend of mine, and a writer. 
Gavin Lambert both knew Whale 
very well in that period. They were 
invaluable. I talked to them for 
hours about Whale's state of mind 
and it did seem to be like that The 
monsters were in his suicide note — 


1 read it.” Captured in Flanders in 
1917. Whale spent rime at Holzmind- 
en POW camp in Brunswick — the 
source of the supposed demons of 
the film. 

With Condon’s film also owning 
the Birmingham International Film 
and Television Festival — with retro¬ 
spective screenings programmed of 
Whale’s monster films — interest in 
Dudley's forgotten son is growing. 
As the festival director Sarah Mc¬ 
Kenzie notes. Condon’s film “will be 
successful in raising public aware¬ 
ness of Whale". Universal Studios, 
which has recently revamped four 
old prims of Whale’s films for Ameri¬ 
can release, is currently planning an 


$S0 million remake of Franken¬ 
stein, with computer technology re¬ 
placing an actor for rite monster. 

Not surprisingly. Curtis remains 
unimpressed: “Anybody who darts 
to monkey with Frankenstein these 
days will get compared to James 
Whale. Unfortunately, they will 
come up short.” 

• Gods and Monsters is at (he <Meon 
U'esr End on Sunday and Monday 
10171-^23 3232). pan of (he London Film 
Festival, and opens the Birmingham In¬ 
ternational Film and Television Festival 
(0121 212 OWI next Wednesday. Janies 
Whale: A New World of Gods and Mon¬ 
sters is available from Falter and Faber, 
priced EI4.d9 
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radilionaliy. the Level¬ 
lers are one of those 
bands music journal¬ 
ists love to hate. It’s nor just 
the unholy trinity of dread¬ 
locks. dungarees and didgeri- 
doos that makes them enfants 
horribles in the eyes of the 
press, it’s the fact that, despite 
the unfavourable notices, their 
fanbase continues to swell and 
one can reasonably expect 


Raggle, taggle 
gypsies aweigh 
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their new Greatest Hits collec¬ 
tion, One Way of Life, to sell 
like last year's Yuletide Tel- 
etubbies. 

Indeed, an inspection of the 
lieaving revellers around me 
at the Olympia gave the lie to 
the notion that the band's only 
followers are New Age crust- 
ies who. when not sitting up 
trees smoking dope, are lead¬ 
ing their dogs around on piec¬ 
es of string. The audience was 
mostly made up of students 
and surprisingly ordinary¬ 
looking individuals who just 
happen to be partial to a good 
rabble-rousing anthem. 



The Levellers gave a mainly low-key performance in 
Dublin at the start of their 3(Tdate presChristmas tour 


The band themselves, with 
the exception of Jeremy Cun¬ 
ningham. their Medusa- 
haired bassist, took just as like¬ 
ly to be stacking shelves atTes- 
co as camping out at Stone¬ 
henge. although the predomi¬ 
nantly black-clad quintet was 
augmented by a demonic did- 


geridoo player during This 
Carden, who hurled himself 
around the stage in white 
tights, a black dress and hor¬ 
ror-flick face paint. 

Although he stayed for only 
a few songs, the effect was to 
underline the rather static, 
grey nature of whar bad gone 


before and there was an ines¬ 
capable feeling that on the 
first night of their 30-date pre- 
Christmas tour. Mark Chad¬ 
wick et al had their minds on 
the hard slog ahead rather 
than the job in hand. 

The Levellers’ fusion of folk 
and pub rock follows on from 
the likes of 1980s icons the 
Waferboys and die Pogues, al¬ 
beit minus the Dylan-esque in¬ 
flections of the former and the 
doomed romanticism of the lat¬ 
ter. What we get is a good deal 
more prosaic, with anthemic 
singalongs such as Fifteen 
Years and their calling card. 
One Way. sounding like Oasis 
with fiddles. 

Its hard to feel unmoved by 
the passionate reception these 
old favourites were afforded, 
but it’s just as hard to get excit¬ 
ed by much of what came in be¬ 
tween. which sounded lumpen 
and repetitive, although the 
band weren’t helped by a mud¬ 
dy sound mix (unusual for the 
Olympia, which generally has 
note-perfect acoustics). 

Even when they tried to 
bring their act into the 1990s 
with the beat-heavy new sin¬ 
gle, Bozos, it sounded as awk¬ 
ward an embrace erf dance cul¬ 
ture as U2's Pop fumble. 

Nick Kelly 



Rambert's Conor O’Brien and Simon Cooper in Kemp and Bruce’s 1977 Cruel Garden 

Violence and grace 


TOGETHER 
THEY SHARED 
A BURNING SECRET 

”A courageous picture 
...with radiant 
performances from 
SHABANA AZMI and 
NANDtTA DAS” 

TIME OUT 

"A remarkably fonder 
and sensitive 
love story” 
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indsay Kemp and Chris¬ 
topher Bruce’s 1977 baf- 
let was one of the big¬ 
gest hits British dance had 
ever seen. A theatrical halluci¬ 
nation inspired by the life and 
work of the Spanish poet Fed¬ 
erico Garda Lorca. Cruel Gar¬ 
den was the perfect high an 
companion to the aesthetic ex¬ 
travagance of 1970s popular 
culture. 

- Now. 20 years later. Ram¬ 
bert Dance Company has re¬ 
vived it The changing sensibil¬ 
ities of the decades have taken 
their loll — audiences today 
may find the work slow and 
disorientating — but there is 
no diminution in the force of 
its imagery or the eloquence of 
its choreography. Anti best of 
all is what the ballet does for 
Rambert, giving the dancers 
juicy dramatic roles that briny 
out the heat of emotion in their 
dancing. 

Cruel Garden bears the un¬ 
mistakable Kemp stamp: nor a 
biography of Lorca but a bor¬ 
rowing of the incidents and im¬ 
ages in the poet’s life, woven 
with dream-like logic into a 
universal theme. Loren is not 
just one homosexual poet 
struggling to survive in a hus- 
rile Fascist society, he is all art¬ 
ists isolated from the world by 
their awn urgent creativity. 

This being Kemp, the ballet 
is almost processional in im de¬ 
livery of blood, tears and de- 


Cntef Garden 

Sadler- sWelli 4 , 
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mons. Kemp has a long atten¬ 
tion span as a director and his 
highly internalised focus dulls 
the sharp edges of his lavish 
Surrealist vision. Yet the 
heavy sexual and religious 
overlay he brings to his story 
is still as pungent as ever. 

Bruce'S contribution is the 
dandng, and one would like 
more of it. The choreography 
is shamelessly graceful at 
times, in shocking contrast to 
the obscenity of the stylised vio¬ 
lence. Elsewhere, anguished 
shapes give form to the grief 
and desperation of a life in¬ 
formed by hrutality. while bro¬ 
ken lines of movement evoke 
the scars of physical pain. And 
nowhere is Bruce's language 
more powerful than in his writ¬ 
ing for the Bull, a highly erotic 
figure whose sexual lure car¬ 
ries the constant promise of de¬ 
struction. 

As the Bull. Simon Cooper, 
clad in leather bondage gear, 
is slanting and disturbing, an 
intensely seductive presence 
dominating Ralph Kauai's 
blood-splattered bullring set. 
Conor O'Brien has a tougher 
time as the Port, never sure (be¬ 


cause the choreography isn't 
there to tell him) whether he is 
gay victim, persecuted artist or 
Christ reborn. No such prob¬ 
lems (c; John ChesworthS In¬ 
quisitor. though, a mean, ma¬ 
jestic figure never far from die 
heart i>r Lorca's nightmares. 
Paul Hoskins conduce; the 
Lnndon Musici through the 
moody fluctuations of Carlo- 
Miranda's feverish score. 

Debra Crain e 
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itlt 15 albums to his 
name, and plenty of 
critical acclaim 
heaped on liis most recent sob 
recording, which radically re¬ 
interprets the music of Thelani- 
uus Monk. Fred Hersch is one 
of New York's more innova¬ 
tive pianists. 

Rooted in the jazz tradition 
through his work with Stan 
Gerz. Joe Henderson and Art 
Farmer. Hersch and his trio 
have taken collective improvi¬ 
sation into new territory. His 
particular forte, both as a solo¬ 
ist and with the trio, is decon¬ 
structing standards into gritty 
little phrases ihat are reassem¬ 
bled into a ragged patchwork 
quilt, where the original form 
is still discernible through (he 
spiky remnants of its contours. 

When he slipped almost un¬ 
noticed into Britain last year, 
it was this aspect of his work 
chat dominated his South 
Bank recital. This year, he is 
back for his first solo tour of 
this country. 

This promised plenty, not 
least because Hersch's explora¬ 
tory playing readies new 
heights in a duo album re¬ 
leased this week with guitarist 
Bill Krisell called Songs We 
Know released by Nonesuch 
Records. 

Unfortunately for his audi- 
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once at the Holywell Music 
Room, however, there was ail 
too little uf the exploratory Her¬ 
sch on show, and far too much 
of the slushy cocktail piano 
that surfaced a year or two 
back in his recorded tributes 
to the work of Billy Strayhom 
and Rodgers and Hummer- 
stein. 

As a consequence, several 
standards were rushed 
through in a perfunctory way, 
the melody of All the Things 
You Are being thrown in as an 
afterthought to some rhapsod¬ 
ic cavorting, and the unlikely 
choice of After You've Gone 
demonstrating that Hersch 
has far to au before he is able 
to match the effortless swing 
of the likes of Teddy Wilson or 
An Tatum. 

Hcr«ch’s own compositions 
fared better, a captivating 
Heari'.one mixing energetic 
street rhythms w ith a ccnisisi- 
ent sense of the double pulse of 
heart valves, and the Stray- 
horn-influenced Deponed cre¬ 
ating a sense of space for its 
clear ballad melody. 

At his best. Hersch is a sensi¬ 
tive and compelling ballad 
player, as he proved in a sub¬ 
tle rendition of Body and Soul. 
but too often he seemed seized 
by the impulse tu graft on pre¬ 
posterous mannerisms dial 
owe more to Liberace than the 
jazz tradition. 

Fortunately, the angular, 
craggy compositions of Monk 
are built tu withstand such 
things, and. when playing 
them. Hersch moved up a 
gear or two. Light Blue and 
Funmmica contrasted a soft¬ 
ness nl attack in the former 
with a brink- toughness in the 
laner. while his'treatment of 
In 1 balked Bud had the crystal¬ 
line phrasing and disjointed 
melody over a fragmented osti- 
nato that listeners to his re¬ 
in *rded ueuv re have come to ex¬ 
pect from Hersch at his very 
best. 

alyn Shipton 
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Geoff Brown on a bad trip with Terry Gilliam, Johnny Depp and Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas 



Even the king of gonzo has to get away from it all sometimes; Johnny Depp, as Raoul Duke, drink-and-drug-drenehed alter ego of Hunter S. Thompson, is at one with the desert in Terey Gilliam's dire Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas 


T he most startling spectacle 
of the week has been 
Michael Redgrave impec¬ 
cably dressed in an air¬ 
mail envelope. There he stood in 
The Importance of Being Earnest. 
one of the archive restorations at 
the London Film Festival, wearing 
a dazzling white suit and waistcoat, 
every border trimmed with red and 
blue piping. Oscar W Ode’s wit and 
the wonderful cast have always 
made viewings of Anthony 
Asquith's film a pleasure; but die 
National Film and Television Ar¬ 
chive’s Technicolor restoration re¬ 
stored so much subtlety and clarity 
to the amazing costumes of Beat¬ 
rice Dawson that you felt like rush¬ 
ing up to lick the screen, as though 
it were heaven-sent ice cream. 

With Fear and Loathing in Las 
Vegas, fire next startling spectacle 
of die week, you may feel like rush¬ 
ing in the opposite direction. In¬ 
stead of ordered flamboyance, you 
get an unrelenting assault on the 
senses. Garish, hallucinatory imag¬ 
es are flung at die viewer. Absurd 
dialogue is rattled out at a speed 
that cuts comprehension in half. 
The principal characters stagger 
and retch, flushed with tequila, all 
the drugs known to the planet, or a 
pint of raw ether. 

. True, decorum can hardly be ex¬ 
pected. since these characters hail 
from the pages of Hunter S. Thomp¬ 
son's wild work of fiction of 1971. in¬ 
spired by his own experiences as a 
journalist on assignment in Las Ve¬ 
gas. Bur the cardinal sin of Terry 
Gilliam's film is to visually magni¬ 
fy Thompson's excesses without giv¬ 
ing the audience any pause for 
thought, any guide through the jun¬ 
gle or reason for persevering. 

A plot? You must be joking. 
Thompson’s alter ego Raoul Duke, 
played in eccentric fashion fry John¬ 
ny Depp, sets out in his crimson 
convertible to cover an off-track rac¬ 


■ DEEP IMPACT 

CIC , 12.1998 

A COMET seven miles long 
and bulkier than Mount Ever¬ 
est is hurtling towards planet 
Earth. So the film sends up 
Robert Duvall and a rocket¬ 
ful of warheads to try to de¬ 
flect its course. Tea teoni is 
the young female lead, a TV 
reporter who gets her big 
break covering the story. And 
Elijah Wood is cm beard to 
keep the youngsters engaged, 
a high school astronomy buff 
hit by puppy love just as the 
world is about to end- Hus is 
a big. silly movie trying too 
hard to be serious: a mistake 
Armageddon, did not make. 
A rental release. 


And now for something 
completely pointless 


ing contest. For company he has his 
crapulent attorney Dr Gonzo fBeni- 
rio Del Toro) and a trunkful of 
mind-bending substances. Already 
tripping c hi arrival in Las Vegas, 
they wreak havoc on two hotel 
rooms and numerous citizens, then 
leave. The end. 

The point? Thompson at least 
had one. Back in 1971 he was paint¬ 
ing a warning picture of an age 
when the American Dream was 
fast becoming a nightmare- But Gil¬ 
liam’s point gets lost in the on¬ 
slaught of distorted camerawork, 
wobbly hotel floors, special effects 
monsters and heads hung over toi¬ 
let bowls. Occasionally a hotel TV 
will catch some topical event from 
the news archives; but there is nev¬ 
er enough to anchor the frenzy in a 
time and place, and make dear any 
thoughts about the differences be¬ 
tween then and now. 

Performers in general have as 
much individual room to manoeu¬ 
vre as the cut-out figures in Gil¬ 
liam's Monty Python animations. 
Many celebrities in small parts 
pass without making any im¬ 
pact (Christina Ricci's teenager, ob¬ 
sessively painting portraits of Bar¬ 
bra Streisand, is an exception). 
Depp, however, you cannot help no¬ 
ticing. He wears a safari hat, avia¬ 
tor specs, shaved head and a ciga¬ 
rette holder. He never stands still. 


nor upright. Speech emerges in 
strangulated bursts. The characteri¬ 
sation may catch the eccentric 
Thompson style, but two hours 
played on me note prove very wea¬ 
rying. As his sidekick. Del Toro 
does more vomiting than acting. 

Vomiting occurs in Henry Fool 
too. although otherwise no similari¬ 
ties can be drawn. This is a Hal 
Hartley movie after all; words and 
images emerge polished and 
posed, no matter how quick the dis¬ 
locations in mood. Yet not every¬ 
thing is the same as usual. There is 
a new note of whimsy, and a wider 
embrace of American life. There is 
even a character whose tips stay 
bunoned: one Simon Grim, gar¬ 
bage collector m New Jersey, 
whose dysfunctional family forms 
the film's background. 

Still, the title character talks and 
talks, and worms his way into 
Grim’s life as boarder, mentor and 
agent provocateur. A man of mys¬ 
tery with an eager appetite for sex 
and booze. Fool claims to be writ¬ 
ing a confessional book that will set 
the world’s tongues wagging. But it 
is Grim who achieves literary suc¬ 
cess with an epic scatalogical poem. 

The narrative line is stretched 
thin over two-and-a-quaiter hours, 
although there are usually enough 
diversions and sly comments abort 
society's values to keep us happy. 


Thomas Jay Ryan, a stage actor, is 
compelling as the vagabond 
stranger. The liberation of James 
Urbaniak’s repressed drudge 
brings its own pleasures, as does 
Parker Posey's oversexed sister. An 
odd mixture of whimsical fable and 
blue-collar r palis m, Henry Fool 
may not be perfect, but you can feel 
this mannered director stretching 
his legs and trying for fresh air. 


O nly an incurable opti¬ 
mist would look for 
freshness in The Odd 
Couple II (director, 
Howard Deutch). Walter Matthau 
and Jade Lemmon, the stars of the 
first film 30 years ago, have 
readied the combined age of 151, 
but find it difficult to accept that the 
time for laurel-resting is here. So 
once again the prissy Ffelbrand the 
sloppy Oscar are placed in- en¬ 
forced proximity as they travel to 
their offsprings' wedding. The ac¬ 
tors’ skill and a few minor jokes in 
Neil Simon’s script help to ease the 
passage of this viewing experience, 
but foe result is still an unneces¬ 
sary film aimed at people who no 
longer go to the cinema. 

Zing is also lacking in Hope 
Floats, a vehicle for Sandra Bul¬ 
lock. Previous roles have estab¬ 
lished her sympathetic, girl-next- 
door appeal but it is uphill work 


caring for her present character. 
one Birdee Pruitt, who buries her¬ 
self in her home town in Texas after 
the collapse of her marriage. Forest 
Whitaker rfn-erx this saccharine 
c»medy-drama with the same 
bludgeoning touch foal he lavished 
on Waiting to Exhale. If the images 
don’t tell you when to cry. the 
soundtrack will: even Chaplin’s mu¬ 
sical chestnut. Smile, is heated up. 
But there is no real emotion. Nor 
tension: once Harry Connick Jr’s 
hunk is plonked in Bullock’s path, 
the plot is already over. 

There is no time far thumb-twid¬ 
dling in Blade: we are too busy 
dodging the silver bullets and gar¬ 
lic essence hurled at the baddies fry 
Wesley Snipes, vampire hunter ex¬ 
traordinary. His character steins 
from foe pages of Marvel Comics, 
although the material's outlines 
have been douded fry a confusion 
of moods and styles: gray horror, 
straightforward action, kickboxing 
thrills, kinky spectacle. Snipes en¬ 
joys his outrageous heroics and, for 
a while, so do we. until the film’s 
disarray and repetition cause prob¬ 
lems. Hie reckless director is Brit¬ 
ish, Stephen Norrington, last re¬ 
sponsible for the perfectly horrible 
Death Machine. 

Battered to bits by blood and cli¬ 
ches. you may well be feeling like a 
little foreign refinement But here. 


as elsewhere in this crowded week, 
you must tread carefully. Left Lug¬ 
gage, for instance, will give scam 
pleasure unless you have a weak¬ 
ness for superficial European dra¬ 
mas about the Holocaust legacy, 
awkwardly shot in English. Actor 
Jeroen Krabbe directs; Laura Fras¬ 
er, miscast and out of her depth, 
stars as a liberated Jewish woman 
drawn towards an Orthodox Has- 
sidic family in Antwerp in the 1970s. 

Youssef Chatline's historical epic 
Destiny, an attack on Islamic fun¬ 
damentalism peppered with foe 
odd song and dance, is bold and en¬ 
tertaining. but unlikely to appeal 
beyond interested observers of 
Egyptian cinema. 

Perhaps Norway and Insomnia, 
a first feature from director Erik 
Skjoldbjaerg, is the best bet The 
script for this cop thriller may be 
unnecessarily complicated, but the 
psychological musings and dour at¬ 
mosphere make for a distinctive fla¬ 
vour. Stellan Skarsgfiid, from 
Breaking the Waves, plays a homi¬ 
cide oop with frayed nerves called 
in to solve a teenage girl's murder. 

Fire is also worth your attention. 
This hails from India, via Canada, 
where the director, Deepa Mehta, 
is based. A New Delhi household is 
shaken by the growing friendship 
between two frustrated women, 
one infertile (Shabana Azmi), the 


Fear and Loathing 
in Las Vegas 

Empire, 18,118 mins 
Indigestible verson of 
HunterS . Thompson's novel 

Henry Fool 

Curzon Soho. 18,137 mins 
Whimsical epic from Hal 
Hartley 

The Odd Couple II 

Plaza, 15,97 mins 
Is this film really necessary? 

Hope Floats 
ABC Shaftesbury Ave 
PG, 114 mins 
And interest sinks 

Blade 

Warner West End, 

18,120 nuns 
Meet Wesley Snipes, 
vampire hunter 
extraordinary 

Left Luggage 

Curzon Mayfair 
PG, 93 mins 

Unconvincing Jewish drama 

Destiny 

ICA Cinema. 135 mins 
Entertaining Egyptian epic 

Insomnia 

Metro, 15,97 mins 
Frayed nerves and 
Norwegian gloom 

Fire 

Cunon Soho, 15.104 mins 
Indian domestic drama 
finally, ignites 


other newly married (Nandita 
Das). To Western eyes, some of foe 
issues raised may seem old news, 
but when the women’s feelings ig¬ 
nite, so does the film. 


Size isn’t everything 
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and wiseguys. Scorsese’s mas¬ 
terful and beautiful film un¬ 
folds in non-violent Tibet, 
where we follow foe early life 
of foe Dalai Lama, leading 
up to his postwar fight to pre¬ 
serve his country's independ¬ 
ence in the face of Commu¬ 
nist China. 

Scorsese directs as though 
this were a silent film: the 
meaning is conveyed in the 
images, backed up fry Philip 
Glass's hypnotic score. As the 
adult Dalai Lama. Tenzin 
Thuthob Tsarong heads a 
cast dominated by exiled Ti¬ 
betans; foe splendid scenery 
is mostly in Morocco. A rent¬ 
al release. 


NEW RELEASES 
ON VIDEO 


■ MONTY PYTHON’S 
FUEGENDER Z1RKUS 
Guerilla Films. 15 
WHAT on earth is Michael 
Palin doing singing the lum¬ 
berjack song in German, 
with a back-up chorus of the 
Austrian border police? He's 
making a Python pro¬ 
gramme for German TV, of 
course, bade in 1971. This vid¬ 
eo. a necessary purchase for 
all Python fans, also includes 
a second programme the 
team made in Germany the 
following year, this time in 


English. Familiar material is 
mixed with foe unfamiliar. 
Most of it is very funny. 

■ SP1CEWORLD THE 

MOVIE: SPECIAL 
EDITION 

PofyGram. PG, 1997 
THE spedaJness of this edi¬ 
tion rests in the extra 
45-minute video packaged 
along with the feature film. 
The five girls are interviewed 
during production and teQ us 
foe breathtaking news that 
making the film is enormous 
fun. Tne trailer is included, 
plus rate song. Mama, cut 
from foe final print For Spice 
maniacs, it could be enough. 


■ UGETSU 
MONOGATARI 

BFl.PG.1953 

FEW directors ever moved 
their camera with as much 
magic as Kenji Mizoguchi, 
and this was one of the films 
that first alerted the West to 
his existence. The setting is Ja¬ 
pan in the 16th century. Rival 
warlords ravage the land. 
Two peasant potters abandon 
their wives to pursue then- 
dreams. One wants to be¬ 
come a samurai warrior; the 
other succumbs to a beautiful 
lady ultimately revealed as a 
ghost The stories hail from 
an 18th-century collection 
called Tales of a Pale and Sil¬ 
very Moon after the Rain, a ti¬ 
tle that captures much of the 
film’s poetic beauty. 

Geoff Brown 


‘Very unpleasant’ 


Every week, young film fans 
discuss the latest releases ... 

m FEAR AND LOATHING 
IN LAS VEGAS 
Lesfie Isaiah Thomas. 20: I 
was expecting something 
weird from director and 
former Monty Python star Ter¬ 
ry Gilliam, but not this weird. 
It is all totally incomprehensi¬ 
ble. 

Cart Clark. 19; I feared it 
would never end. I loathed it 
There was absolutely no story 
line.. 

Charlotte Dailey, 19: A very 
unpleasant movie in which 
gruesome image follows grue¬ 
some image. Not my cup of tea 
atalL 

Alison Juliard. 20: This is the 


sort of work a young film stu¬ 
dent might produce, not an ex¬ 
perienced director in his fif¬ 
ties. 

U HENRY FOOL 
Leslie; This is not perfect by a 
long chalk, but at least it was 
frying something a little differ¬ 
ent 

Cari: The cast are very good, 
particularly Parker Posey. Eas¬ 
ily the best film released this 
week. 

Charlotte: A slow, thoughtful, 
witty film. A surprisingly re¬ 
freshing piece of cinema. 
Alison: Writer/director Hal 
Hartley has given us a com¬ 
plex movie that kept my atten¬ 
tion throughout Good acting 
from everyone. 


SNAP 

VERDICT 


U HOPE FLOATS 
Leslie; Don’t bank on a mas¬ 
terpiece and you 11 have a nice 
time. 

Cart An incredibly sickly 
sweet experience and not one 
111 repeat in a hurry. 
Charlotte: Too slushy for 
words. You can’t knock San¬ 
dra Bullock, though. She’s as 
fantastic as ever. 

Alison: 1 think Bullock keeps 
getting better and better. Un¬ 
fortunately, her script choice is 
getting worse and worse. 


A film directed by Ken Loach 

EVERYBODY LOVES JOEL 


My name is Joe 


15 



"EXCEPTIONAL" 

TheOmtSm 

"MAGNIFICENT" 

TtaMqmksi On Sunday 

"SUPEKL.not only a 

strong contender for best 
British film of the year, 
but one of Loach's very 
finest movies" 





"All other British cinema 
this year just seems 
like candyfloss" 
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passionate, 
compassionate and 
magnificently acted" 
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■ LISTINGS 

Bollywood in London 


RECOMMENDED TODAY 


Guide to arts and entertainment compiled by Marft Hatgle 


LONDON 

SOUTH BANK SELECTION: Tonight 
In me Festhel Hal (7.30pm] Bie 
noted soprano Joan Rodgers and 
tenor Anthony RolfcNtotmson, join ttie 
BBC Symphony Orchestra and 
Chorus under nictate Hckox m a 
concert ot Engteh mu* Inspired by 
memory and loss. In the Queen 
Bfeabeth Man (7.45pm) the Oris 
London Jazz Festival eanttwes wtb 
a gig by the ttunpeter Terence Blan¬ 
chard and his New Ortears bend. 
South Sank (0171-960 4242). IS 

FOURTEEN SONGS, TWO 
WEDDINGS AND A FUNERAL: The 
btocidJU3ter Boxwood fifcn adapted 



kx the British stage; with some at 
teas! of the mamma Ingradtentt. By 
the company that created Easi s East 
Lyric Studio. W6 (01B1-741 8701). 
Opens tonight, Bprn. g 

BARBARA BONNET: The acclaimed 
American soprano leams up with the 
prana virtuoso VterSmir Ashkenazy lor 
a gala concert ot songs by Schu¬ 
mann. Brahma. StbeSus and Grieg. 
Wig more Hall (0171-935 2141). 
Tonight 7pm. © 

ECSTASY: Revival of earty M^e 
Leigh ptaysetinaKHbumbsdaiL 
Arts Theatre 10171-636 2132], Opens 
anight, 7pm. UnH December 19. 

ELSEWHERE 

BATH: The Austrian chamber 
orchestra, the Camenrta Academics 
Salzburg armies here to repeal last 
night’s London concert Two string 
symphonies by Mendelssohn trame 
Mozart's Piano Cdncarto kt E flat and 
Bach's Vote Concerto in E. Imogen 
Cooper Is the piano sokxst w«h 
Erich HMarlh. who also directs tha 
programme, on the vwfin. 

Assembly Rooms. Tonight 730pm. 
Festival BOX office (01225 463362). 

BIRMINGHAM: The world-renowned 
pramat Murray Porahta gives a 
celebrity recital here tonighL ha test 
scAj performance at Ihe haft A 
succulant programme teaturas lour 
choraie preludes by Bach, followed 
by wTjrfis Oy Sctuitert ami Brghms. 
Symphony HaU (0121-212 3333). 
TonighL 8pm.® 

COVENTRY: Handbag. Mark Roven- 
Nfl’s amazing cake on wade's most 
famous play examines the rote at 
parenting then and now. Nfcft Philp- 
for Actoro Touring Co. 


NEW WEST END SHOWS 


Jeremy Kingston's choice or theatre showing In London 
■ House full, returns only B Some seats available □ Seats at all prices 



■ GUfDfNG STAR: Jonathan 
Harvey's Hilsborough aftermath play, 
premiered In Liverpool, comas to Uie 
National. 

Cottestoo (0171-452 3000). E 

□ CRIMES OP THE HEART: 

Amanda Boxer plays one of the three 
sisters vi Beth Henley's Pulitzer 
Prizewinnkig family drama, revived by 
David Gdmoro. 

tang’s Head. Nl (0171-226 1B1Q). ® 

□ HALF MOON: Set in a FJzrovra 
pub during the Fafldands War, jack 
Shepherds piey looks at what tup- 
pens to padJteta and dtssentm when 
the rest of society wants to flgbL 
South*** Pteyhousa (0171-620 
3484J. Opens tonighL 730pm, 

Q MUCH ADO ABOUT EVERY¬ 
THING: Jackie Meson’s new one- 
man show brings a sharp eye and a 
cutting tongue to ihe current scsna 
Playhouse (0171-839 4401). Q 

□ R.UJL: Rare revival of Karel 
Capefc’a futurist vision: me play that 
gave the wont "robot* to the world. 


Courtyard, Nl (0171-833 0870}. 
Opens tonight, Bpm. 

□ ENNIO MARCHETTO: The man 
wfth the thousand sheets of paper 
Bghtnmg transformations of Ihe 
famous and infamous. 

Lyric, W8 (0181-741 8701). & 

□ LOVE UPON THE THRONE: The 
Natural Theatre ot Brent takes us 
through (he courtship ot Chasand Dl 
I ntensely comical and curiously 
touching. See review. righL 
Comedy (0171 -859 j 731). 

■ SIMPLY BARBRA: Homage to La 
Streisand by New Yorfi apedaiat 
Steven Brinberg, who looks and 
sounds remadobly Bee the tamous 
lady. 

Jermyn Street (0171587 2875). 
y THE INVENTION OF LOVE: John 
Wood plays the aged AJL Housman 
twitting hte earty seB in Tom 
Stoppard - s gfirering play. West End 
transfer lor Richard Eyre's National 
Theatre production. 

Theatre Royal, Haymarkot (0171-830 
8800).® 


FILMS ON GENERAL RELEASE 


Geoff Brawn's choice of the latest movies 


NEW RELEASES 

ANTZ (PG): Neurotic ant inde hlmseft 
a war hero. Ingenious computer- 
generated animation, mrached bo ihe 
voices of Woody Allen, Sharon Slone 
and Sylvester Stafane. 

GIRLS TOWN (15): High-school 
wenagere develop girl power. 
Awkward and punchy American 
independent fifen, with Lifi Taylor. 

MY NAME ® JOT fig; Reformed 
Glasgow alcohoSc begins an 
awkward romance wtth a healthcare 
waiver. Impassioned marvel Iron 
director Ken Loach. With Peter Mulan 
and Louse Goodail. 

THE PLAYERS CLUB (18): Lvov but 
dnheveBed tale ol a single mother 
wtw gets In trouble working as a 
stripper. With Lisa Raya; written and 
directed by repper-tuned-acrar Ice 
Cuba. 

SNAKE EYES (IS): Nicolas Cage's 
corrupt homicide cop is bead with a 
polihcaJ assasanaUon. Absurd thriler 
with lots ot technical raste-dazzls 
Item director Brian De Palma. 

CURRENT 

THE EXORCIST (IB): The 0ev8 takes 
possession ol 14-year-old Unda Bar. 


A mSestone in movie horror; 
re-released on its 2 S 1 h anniversary. 
WBti Ellen Burstyn, Jason Mtar, aid 
Max von Sydcnv. 

FUNNY GAMES (18): Two teenager* 
take a holidaying famfly hostage. 
CooL precise thrfler Srom Austrian 
d rector Michael Haneke ihte plays 
games with audance expectations. 

PRIMARY COLORS (15). John 
TravoAa’s Presidential canrSdate runs 
into sex scandata. Very pokshed 
political satira. outstripped by recent 
events. With Emma Thompson. 
Director, MBve Nichols. 

STILL CRAZY (15): A long-disbanded 
70s rock group attempt a comeback. 
Mkfly pleasant British comedy, with 
BO Ntghy, Stephen Rea, Bffly 
Cannoly, Timothy Span and Jimmy 
Nal. Directw, Brian Gibson. 

SHALL SOLDERS (PQ): Action 
figures implanted wKh US Defence 
department chips give suburbia e 
hate rme. inventive family An laced 
with aduft sattre. Joe Dante dreefs 
Kirsten Dunst and-Gregoiy Smith. 

VELVET GOLDMINE (18): Energetic 
but muddled portrait of the 1970s 
glam rock scene, trom American 
director Todd Haynes. Wtth Jonathan 
Rhys Meyers, Ew«n McGregor, and 
Christian Bale. 


ARTS 


THE TIMES THURSDAY NOVEMBER 12 1998 

■ THEATRE 

Gentle royal satire 












ZS<T*r--S 


Patrick Barlow and John Ramm. aka Che National Theatre of Brent turn their uiunalidoiis wit on the Royal Family for their latest extravaganza 

The royal barmy army 

R idiculous! So cries These are not easy times for 
the Queen when she the Royal Family. They are 

hears of the Princess particularly irksome for the vZFZZZ prop, and you have tne approx- ccpt our two loveiy Doys. 

of Wales’s com- Queen and the Prince of •- ’WtfayrfItWinimate house-style. The audience is made tocno- 


R idiculous! So cries 
the Queen when she 
hears of the Princess 
of Wales'S com¬ 
plaints. How could the Royal 
Family possibly drive any¬ 
body barmy, she asks? The 
trouble is that she has been 
transformed into a nerdish 
man in a toupee who perches 
above a lump of pumice called 
the Stone of Scone, and empha¬ 
sises her indignation by slap¬ 
ping her own face with a tur¬ 
quoise plastic handbag. As an 
advertisement for the sanity of 
die House of Windsor, or the 
House of Fraser as it is some¬ 
times renamed here, it is on a 
par with flying a straitjacket 
from the flagpole on Bucking; 
ham Palace. 


These are not easy times for 
the Royal Family. They are 
particularly irksome for the 
Queen and the Prince of 
Wales. But 1 do not think loyal¬ 
ists should let themselves be of¬ 
fended by the pinpricks that 
are currently being aimed in 
die rough direction of the Pal¬ 
ace from the stage of the Come¬ 
dy. Love Upon the Throne is 
another of the National Thea¬ 
tre of Brent’s exercises in sub¬ 
urban mock-heroic, and as 
lacking in bitterness as its 
Greatest Story Ever Told, its 
Compleat Works of Shake- 
speare, and its Zulu!! and 
Charge of the Light Brigade. 
If God. the Bard and the Brit¬ 
ish Empire can take it so. sure¬ 
ly. can the current monarchy." 


THEATRE 


tlbroite 




Love was postponed after 
the Princess of Wales’s death 
in 1997, staged at this years 
Edinburgh Festival, trans¬ 
ferred to the Bush. and. in its 
latest incarnation, should give 
West End theatregoers a 
chance to discover why the 
NTB is a bit of a cult Imagine 
the tale of the Wales’s mar¬ 
riage transposed to a glossily 
refurbished Railway Cuttings, 
Cheam. and performed by the 


spirits of Tony Hancock. Eric 
Morecambe and Mrs Mala- 
prop, and you have the approx¬ 
imate house-style. 

Actually the company con¬ 
sists of two men only: an actor- 
manager called Desmond Ol¬ 
ivier Dingle (Patrick Barlow)- 
who looks and sounds like a 
pompous bank manager, and 
Raymond Box (John Ramm). 
who might be a clerk just stum¬ 
bled on the 8.17 from Erith. 
Dingle plays Charles. Duke of 
Cornwall and Mull of Kintyre. 
a decent type who wants to 
talk philosophy. Ramm is Di. 
who runs neurotically riot 
while the Queen is delivering 
her Christmas message to the 
nation. The piece ends, as life 
sadly didn’t, with their relative¬ 


ly amicable divorce: “We nev¬ 
er had much in common ex¬ 
cept our two lovely boys.” 

The audience is made to cho¬ 
rus “Hooray, hooray, we the 
common people say hooray" 
and “Hooroo. hooroo. Plaid 
Cymru, hooroo" in celebration 
of the royal wedding, and is re¬ 
galed with parish-panto 
Poorerisms galore. But in only 
a single episode — the one in 
which Charles phones his fa¬ 
ther for advice, and begins the 
forlorn little exchange with ”1 
know we’ve never actually met 
before" — does the satire bite. 
A pity or a relief? Take your 
choice. 

Benedict 

Nightingale 


I f the evidence of their play¬ 
wrights can be trusted, the white 
folks of the Deep South are clam¬ 
bering along their own odd branch of 
the evolutionary tree. They do things 
differently down there, and life’s obsta¬ 
cles are differently difficult. 

Consider the three sisters in Beth 
Henley's 1979 Pulitzer Prizewinner. 
There is Lenny, sense of femininity di¬ 
minished along with her shrivelled 
ovary, whose horse Billy-boy is struck 
dead by lightning the night before the 
play begins. There is wayward Meg. 
who fled to Los Angeles after daring 
her boyfriend to outface a hurricane 
in Biloxi, as a result of which he will 
be limping for life. 

Doll-faced Babe is in deep trouble 
after shooting her horrible husband 
in the stomach and then taking time 
to make lemonade before summoning 
medical help. 

Even Cousin Chick has to make a 


Different strokes 
in another country 


sudden exit from Len- ^ < .7 -.r. : 

ny*s kitchen when ^X*’ r Qfin 
news comes that her 
little boys have been 
eating paint And -'-Kfng'ti 

way back behind ail 
these modem trou¬ 
bles is the awkward fall-out from the 
suicide of Momma f’She’d had a bad 
day”), whose sentimental decision to 
hang the oie yellow cat alongside her 
guaranteed her death nationwide cov¬ 
erage. 

Herself Mississippi-bom. Henley 
knows how easily these absurd disas- 


ters could tip side- 
ways into bathos, 
^ *' there are mo- 

ments when David 
Gilmore’s production 
- *■'> cannot prevent us 
feeling that com¬ 
pared with most human beings, this 
lot are still swinging their tails. But 
the author’s skill, in this her first full- 
length play, is to win us over to their 
side, so that we are soon keen for Meg 
to recover her singing voice, for Lenny 
to find happiness through the lonely 
hearts ads. and for Babe's sweet law¬ 


yer to save her from a couple of life¬ 
times in jail. As for Chick well, she 
can go eat paint herself. 

Play and performances have been 
winning us over for some time but vic¬ 
tory is assured when ole grandaddy 
suffers another stroke up at the hospi¬ 
tal and the women, conveying this in¬ 
formation. suffer fits of the*giggles. En¬ 
joying the sight of Fiona Mollison. 
Helena Little and Gabrielle Glaister 
trying in vain to preserve decorum 
means the way is now clear for 
Henley’s feel-good ending. 

Mollison’s shy. obedient Lenny is 
particularly choice, and Max Digby 
gives a gem of a performance as the ea¬ 
ger young lawyer, larding his advice 
with meaningful asides and even wag¬ 
ging his finger, which is probably not 
a gesture often seen these days, even 
in Mississippi. 

Jeremy Kingston 


Tales 

with 

tinsel 

HOLLYWOOD, the ultimate 
land of outsiders, can always 
be guaranteed to offer up a sto¬ 
ry or two in repayment for the 
standard lot of broken dreams 
and failed careers. The autobi¬ 
ographical Greetings From 
Hollywood is certainly not the 
slippery details of tinsel town 
high life, but it is also far from 
being the stirring story of a 
trailer park kid falling foul of 
the crack pipe and winding up 
peddling sex on the Strip. 

Rather our narrator, Cyndi 
Freeman, is a soi-disant East 
Coast intellectual feminist 
with a good Boston home and 
an expensive education. Quite 
how anyone daffy enough to 
move to Hollywood to seek 
movie fame and fortune can 
still consider themselves an in¬ 
tellectual is never explained. 

The show is divided into 




Four monologues from Free¬ 
man's life. The first sees us on 
faintly nauseating territory as 
she agonises over die end of 
her affair whh the eute-but- 
dumb busboy in the cafe 
where she works. Freeman, 
who admits to liking him be¬ 
cause she finds his stupidity re¬ 
assuring, somehow finds his 
interest in a bubbly blonde in¬ 
comprehensible. 

Such emotional fragility is 
blamed on the fact that Free¬ 
man has had a stressful year. 
Th/s she describes in two vi¬ 
gnettes; the first detailing her 
foray into the world of made- 
for-TV soft pom. and the sec¬ 
ond plotting the shockwaves of 
her friend Cat's suicide. 

The Cyndi who emerges 
from these tales is fairly unsa¬ 
voury; by turns naive, arro¬ 
gant and self obsessed, it takes 
Cat’s suicide for Freeman to 
twig that she is the only mem¬ 
ber of her therapy group who 
is not a recovering addict, a vic¬ 
tim of abuse or on heavy medi¬ 
cation. and hence in the wrong 
place. She sees her move into 
soft pom as a feminist state¬ 
ment about sexuality. In reali- 

8 ' it is based on her thirst for 
attery; the idea that a whole 
group of people might actually 
want to see her naked makes 
her jump for joy. 

The pace picks up some¬ 
what for these central stories; 
Freeman can certainly spin a 
good yam. and the unusual na¬ 
ture of her experiences makes 
for rompelling listening. The fi¬ 
nal piece, which seems little 
more than an excuse for the en¬ 
viably curvy Freeman to don 
skintight silver, is an unhappy 
excursion into pastiche, faintly 
redeemed by its sparkling fi¬ 
nal line, delivered by a drag 
queen to his daughter: ‘You 
were bom in a magic land 
called America where every 
mother's son can be presi¬ 
dent ... or Bette Davis.” 

Hettie Judah 
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■ MUSIC 

Kurt Masur interviewed 


ARTS 


■ CLASSICAL CDS 

BBC archive treasures 



Masur coup 
lifts London 
orchestra 


G ood news does 
sometimes come 
out of the blue. To¬ 
day the London 
Philharmonic Orchestra an¬ 
nounces ihat. after more than 
two years without any princi¬ 
pal conductor at all. it has ac¬ 
quired one of the world's fin¬ 
est Kun Masur. currently mu¬ 
sic director of the New York 
Philharmonic, has signed a 
five-year contract to become 
the London Philharmonic's 
principal conductor from Sep¬ 
tember 2000. His New York 
contract expires in 2001 
It is a great catch for an or¬ 
chestra whose recent history 
might be summarised as 
“good times, bad tunes”. 
There have been superb con¬ 
certs with Haitink. Solti and 
particularly the adored Klaus 
Tennstedt, but also financial 
troubles that are only now be¬ 
ing resolved by a new manage¬ 
ment led fay an idealistic 
young Belgian, Serge Domy. 

Masur is me of the last gen¬ 
uine old-school maestros: 
tough, imposing, daunting!y 
authoritative. You wouldn't 
want to cross him. Even at 71. 
his 6ft 3in frame is formidable: 
his eyes laser-sharp- His life 
has been touched by tragedy; 
in 1972 his second wife was 
killed in a car crash that left 
him paralysed for months. But 
he has also had remarkable tri¬ 
umphs. Silesian-born, he con¬ 
cluded his first concert at 16. 
worked his “apprenticeship" 
in a succession of German op¬ 
era houses (including a spell 
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Kurt Masur, one of the last genuine old-school maestros — tough, imposing, dauntmgly authoritative — will come to the London Philharmonic in 2000 


HEW CLASSICAL CPs; The first batch of 65 historic 
BBC sound archive recordings is released 


COLLECTOR’S ITEMS 


■ BBC LEGENDS/ 

IMG ARTISTS 

Various prices (see text) * ★ * 

THE saga of the liberation of historic perform¬ 
ances from the BBC Sound Archives has been a 
protracted one. punctuated by contractual and 
legal disputes, but here at last is the first instal¬ 
ment of a major release of 65 important record¬ 
ings. 

The result of a collaboration between BBC 
Music and IMG Artists, the series indudes 
some absolute gems from the period 1938 to 
1979, involving top artists in performances nev¬ 
er before offidaJIy released. 

The performance of Mahler's Symphony of a 
Thousand. (BBCL 4001-7 £19.49.2 discs} under 
Jascha Honenstein in March 1959 was by any 
standards a historic occasion. Mahler's reputa¬ 
tion as a serious repertoire composer was not es¬ 
tablished until tiie Sixties — “We don't want 
Mahler here” (Frank Howes of The Times) was 
the typical Establishment view — but some 
6,000 people had packed into the Albert Hall to 
express a contrary opinion and help to launch 
the Mahler Revival. 

The orchestral playing (LSO) and choral sing¬ 
ing (six choirs beaded by BBC forces) are a re¬ 
minder of how much standards have improved 
today, though the opening choral paean “Veru. 

creator spiritusP'is incandescent. 

Of the soloists. Kenneth Neale, Helen Wans 
and Arnold van Mill deserve mention, but 
Joyce Barker's squally, painfully flat first so¬ 
prano compromises many passages. The flaws 
do not in the end matter too much: the seraphic 
ecstasy of Part 2 and the apocalyptic end are 
brilliantly realised, with Horenstein welding 
everything together in consummate style. 

From a decade later there is more Mahler 
the Third Symphony conducted by John Barbi¬ 
rolli (BBCL 4004-7 £19.49). in a performance 


with the Halle Orchestra that the Mahler schol¬ 
ar Detyck Cooke rated one of die finest he had 
ever heard. 

Another historic occasion captured here is the 
visit of the Leningrad Philharmonic under the 
legendary Evgeny Mravinsky in September 
1960. Their Festival Hall concert included the 
London premiere of Shostakovich’s Symphony 
No 8 (BBCL 4002-2 £12.99). and an extraordi¬ 
nary performance it is too. The wind and brass 
playing is execrable, but the strings make 
amends, and remarkable intensity is generated 
overall, with an ending of utter tranquillity. A 
bonus CD offers vigorous but always stylish 
Mozart playing. 

The London appearances of the German con¬ 
ductor Rudolf Kempe from the Fifties until his 
death in 1976 were much valued by those who 
experienced them, and they are represented 
here by a pair of performances from shortly be¬ 
fore his death. The Brahms Fourth (BBCL 
4003-2 £12.99) is vibrant, with a strong forward 
drive, the string playing especially fervent, occa¬ 
sionally a little over-excitable. The Schubert 
Fifth coupling, in spite of its (to modern ears) 
heavyish forces, has an almost levitating sense 
of buoyancy. 

Stokowski's Beethoven Seven (BBCL 4005-2 
£12.99). coupled with Britten and Falla, also 
goes with a great swing and has a particularly 
exhilarating finish, greeted with a rapturous 
ovation. 

The performance of the Mass in B Minor un¬ 
der George Enescu (BBCL4008-7£19.49) is like¬ 
ly to appeal only to those who enjoy monumen¬ 
tal. lumbering. Fifties-style Bach. Other discs 
feature Monteux. Silvestri. the Amadeus and 
Richter. 

The remastered sound is very acceptable, 
with all except the earliest recordings in stereo. 
Well-informed booklet notes also help to recre¬ 
ate the atmosphere of the original occasion. 

Barry Millington 


Dramatic shortfall 
redeemed by the tunes 


I t is not hard to make the 
case for King Arthur be¬ 
ing Purcell's finest opera, 
even if, technically, it belongs 
to the genre of "semi-opera”. 
And even if, as in this account 
by the Gabrieli Consort and 
Players, the performance is a 
little underwhelming: surely 
the composer left no score of 
greater beauty and wit, or vari¬ 
ety of instrumentation? 

Strong from its opening 
bars, the score snowballs act 
by act, with the result that Act 
Vis nothing less than a parade 
of memorable tunes. Fairest 
Isle may be the most famous of 
them, but its beguiling sereni¬ 
ty is more than matched by the 
earlier How blest are shep¬ 
herds, another piece in which 
emotion was heightened here 
by the accompaniment of a sin¬ 
gle theorbo. 

There is. of course, no single 
way of doing King Arthur, but 
unfortunately for Paul Me- 


CONCERTS 



Creesh and his group London 
has been spoilt in recent years 
by peerless performances of 
the work by Wiliam Christie 
and Les Arts Florissants — 
first in a Covent Garden stag¬ 
ing by Graham Vick, then in a 
Barbican seim-stagmg with 
Jeremy Sams'S lively narra¬ 
tion. Something like that nar¬ 
ration would have helped in 
this concert performance, 
where even King Arthur him¬ 
self, an actor in this Purcell 
‘•musical”, disappeared. The 
programme note attempted to 
justify such a concert presenta¬ 
tion, but one shouldn't believe 
everything one reaxis in pro¬ 
gramme notes. 


Not surprisingly, this King 
Arthur was a Utile short on 
dramatic life. For the most 
part it had all the respectabili¬ 
ty of an oratorio, though there 
were moments, such as the fi¬ 
nal act's peasant revelry, when 
everyone let their hair down. 
Despite his feeling for the 
score. McCreesh’s interpretar 
don often came across too plac¬ 
idly, and it did not help that 
some singers lacked theatrical 
feeling. But there were good, 
indsive performances from 
the basses Peter Harvey and 
Neal Davies, and the ladies 
were excellent Mhairi law- 
son brought life to the proceed¬ 
ings with each of her vividly 
sketched characters while dis¬ 
playing a limpid soprano, and 
Julia Gooding, whose creamy 
voice added richness to the en¬ 
semble, shone most of ail as an 
alluring siren. 

John Allison 


Disappointing summer 


OPERA 


■ MARCELLO ALVAREZ 
Bel canto 

Welsh National Opera 
Orchestra/Rizzf 
Sonv SK 60721 ★ * * £15.99 
SONY has been quick to snap 
up Marcello Alvarez, the latest 
tenor meteor to soar into the 
operatic sky- % ^ fortul ? e 
his first redtal disc amves m 
the month that he mate his 
Met debut as Alfredo m Travt- 
oul replarihg Roberto Alagna 
who left the house together 
with Gheorghiu following a 
row with the management 
and the director Franco Zef- 

^Atfredo's Act II aria is here, 
sung with grace, and the fol¬ 
lowing cabalerta with consider^ 

SKsh.ButitisinDomzeto 

that the silken .tones of th 

young Argentinian show at 

their shiniest. And there is 
Donizetti in plenty, noi|JH st 
obvious pieces from 
Uida but also anas from the 

Sm^oSs 023498. 


Duca d'Alba and Lafayorita. 
Fernando's Spina gentil from 
the latter work is especially 
fine, with its smooth legato 
and a final brazen flourish of 
which Lauri-Volpi would have 
been proud —it was one of his 
great party pieces. Purists may 
complain that this particular 
number should have been 
sung in the original French, 
and it is a fair bet that Alvarez 
will soon move into the 19th- 
century French repertoire. 
Meanwhile enjoy him in Bell¬ 
ini (Puritani) as well as in Ver¬ 
di and Donizetti, excellently 
supported by Carlo Rizzi’s 
WNO orchestra. 

John Higgins 


VOCAL 


■ KANTATE 
German Baroque Cantatas 

Andreas Scholl 
Harmonia mundi HML 
901651 * + * £1599 
THE beginning of the 17th cen¬ 
tury, and Germany's love-af¬ 
fair with the South had begun. 
The infatuation of the North 
witii the sturdy bass tread, the 
sensuous song and the rnstni- 

menial delights of Italy was to 

lead to Bach's cantatas, and 


far beyond But its early mani¬ 
festations are here in the Ba¬ 
roque cantatas of Schutz, Bux¬ 
tehude and J.C. Bach. And in 
the voice of counter-tenor An¬ 
dreas Scholl, expressively all 
spirit, yet entirely and glorious¬ 
ly of the body, they are just 
about as seductive as they 
come. 

First the forts et origo: a 
Salve Regina by the Venetian 
Giovanni Rovetta is purged of 
all Marian references for the 
Protestant liturgy to become a 
dapper Salve mi Jesu. accom¬ 
panied by the Concerto di Vi¬ 
de. For Schutz’s exquisite O 
Jesu . nomen dulce, Scholl's 
voice, accompanied fay the lute- 
nist of the Basel Consort, is in¬ 
deed “honey to the mouth, mel¬ 
ody in the ear”. And the words 
of the prophet Jeremiah are re¬ 
peated and sustained over dar¬ 
ing Phrygian harmonies to the 
voice of a viol de gamba in J.C. 
Bachs mordant Lamento. 
And that’s only three of 11 de¬ 
lectable tracks. If there were 
four stars to award... 

Hilary Finch 


★ Worth hearing 
* ★ Worth considering 
★ * ★ Worth buying 


A nd so to the end of the 
first half of the Royal 
Philharmonic’s Mahl¬ 
er Spectacle. Aptly enough, the 
remaining symphonies and 
songs of toe series will start to 
unfold on the first day of 
spring next year. But for the 
time being it was the turn of 
Yuri Temirkanov to look back 
to Mahler’s heady summer in 
the vast 100-minute expanse of 
his Symphony No 3. 

While not as obviously 
daunting as the problematic 
Sixth, or the towering Eighth 
or Ninth, toe Third Symphony 
is certainly one of toe most dif¬ 
ficult to pull off. Mahler origi¬ 
nally gave it the Nietzschean ti¬ 
de of 77re Joyful Knowledge: 
this was meant to indicate the 
music’s movement towards a 
mystical revelation of the very 




purpose of existence, no less. 
And its two parts and six move¬ 
ments were to follow an evolu¬ 
tionary development through 
“stages of being" from vegeta¬ 
ble and animal life to a final 
revelation of divine love. 

Only occasionally is a per¬ 
formance well enough rehear¬ 
sed and deeply enough pon¬ 
dered to enable the listener to 
sense such aspiration. Temir- 
kanov*s with the RPO seemed 
more an aesthete's view of the 
natural world from toe outside 
than the sort of absorption in 
the Dionysian forces of nature 
as experienced by the compos- 



Yuri Temirkanov. an aesthete’s view of the natural world 


er. The disruptive applause be¬ 
tween each movement only em¬ 
phasised the episodic rather 
than developmental character 
of the performance. 

There were fine ideas and 
beautiful playing — but they 
never seemed quite enough. 
The massive opening march of 
summer was shaped by stark 
dynamic contrasts and tight 
rhythmic control. The contrast¬ 
ing episodes of gentle efflores¬ 
cence were restrained, short- 
breathed. just as in toe second 
movement preoccupation 
with perfection of articulation 
and balance between strings 
ami wind all but masked toe 
music’s Austrian acoenL 

So much for toe perform¬ 
ance's sins of omission. But 
then, at the work's human 
heart came a pretty hefty 
weakness of commission. 

Mezzo-soprano Gail Gil¬ 
more was either ill or simply 
ill at ease, unstable of vibrato 
and as uncertain of intonation 
as she was as to where to park 
herself at the end of the fifth 
movement. There, at least, the 
admirably focused voices of 
the boys of Christ Church Ca¬ 
thedral School Chamber 
Choir and the women of the 
London Symphony Chorus 
were impeccably angelic 
though the fervent longing for 
the transcendent love of their 
heavenly home was only pale¬ 
ly glimpsed in an immaculate¬ 
ly shaped yet ultimately disen¬ 
gaged finale. 

Hilary Finch 


The London 
Philharmonic has 
lured the maestro 
of New York to 
be its new chief 
conductor. 
Richard 

Morrison reports 

in toe early l%Os with Felsen- 
stein at the Komische Oper in 
Berlin) and quickly found him¬ 
self in demand round toe 
world — iron Curtain restric¬ 
tions notwithstanding. 

“I have always learnt from 
orchestras," he says. "From 
the English, professionalism. 
From the Italians, impatience. 
From toe Russians, eruptions. 
Ftom the Germans, tradition." 

But it was his 26 years as 
music director of the venera¬ 
ble Leipzig Gewandhaus Or¬ 
chestra that matured him as 
an interpreter of AustroGer- 
man symphonies, and also 
turned him into a kind of fa¬ 
ther-figure. to whom Leipzig’s 
citizens instinctively looked for 
leadership when toe East Ger¬ 
man state collapsed in Octo¬ 
ber 1989. As unrest grew on 
the streets, Masur famously 
threw open the Gewandhaus 
for the first open political meet¬ 
ing in 40 years. Such was the 
public trust in him 
that he was even 
asked to run for C T 
President His re- la 

sponse — "Am I so 
bad a conductor fV|p 

that l have to be- u 

come a politician?" ,-i_ o . 

— has gone into the LIT til 

annals of musical 
folklore. ^ 

Instead he accept¬ 
ed an even tougher t 

assignment follow- LiOI 

ing in the footsteps 
of Mahler, Toscani- OFCh 

ni and Bernstein as 
maestro of toe noto¬ 
riously unruly New York Phil¬ 
harmonic. Friends were horri¬ 
fied. “Even Klaus Tennstedt 
told me: That orchestra has its 
own cemetery for conduc¬ 
tors’." 

But a lifetime in toe murky 
world of East German cultur¬ 
al politics had taught Masur a 
few tricks about survival. His 
combination of musical fi¬ 
nesse and iron will not only 
tamed the New Yorkers, but re¬ 
fined their virtuosity and wid¬ 
ened their horizons. 

Recently, strains have ap¬ 
peared, with Masur complain¬ 
ing that box-office concerns 
are diluting artistic impera¬ 
tives. Even so. he maintains 
that the work of toe past dec¬ 
ade has “made New Yorkers 
proud of their orchestra again, 
and the players proud to be 
the New York Philharmonic’'. 

S o why. in his eighth 
decade, is he entering 
the fraught London or¬ 
chestral world? The 
derision wasn’t taken lightly. 
Masur and Domy have been 
talking secretly for two years. 

T don't need more work, 
that’s for sure, and I wasn't 
looking for a new challenge," 
Masur says. “But I have been 
coming to your dty to make 
music for 31 years now, and I 
greatly admire London audi¬ 
ences. Even when people were 
not very rich the concerts had 
great atmosphere, and you 
could choose between two or 
three fine concerts each night 
This level of cultural activity is 
what makes life in a big city 
worth living." 


Mon 16 Nov 7.30pm 


Barbican 

Celebrity 

Recitals 

Itzhak 

Perlman 

violin 

Bruno Canino 

piano 

Works by Mozart, 
Strauss, Schnittke 
and Smetana 


ijT:3 Barbican Centre 
0171 638 889m- 


But Masur also has a per¬ 
sonal reason to say yes to the 
LPO: his friendship with 
Tennstedt, and an intense de¬ 
sire to carry on Tennstcdrs 
work with the orchestra he 
loved. "Conducting toe memo¬ 
rial concert for Klaus made 
me realise what a bond tied us 
together. 1 knew him for 49 
years. We met in 1948. when 
he was still a violinist, leading 
ihe orchestra in the little Halle 
theatre where 1 conducted. 

“What attracted me to toe 
London Philharmonic was 
partly how toe players reacted 
to Klaus's death, but also how 
well they reacted to all the re¬ 
cent shaky times. Yes. Lon¬ 
don's musical life is more of a 
turmoil than New York^s or 
Leipzig*:. But 1 like toe demo¬ 
cratic spirit in London orches¬ 
tras. 1 like their pride.” 


O ne thing that sur¬ 
prised New York¬ 
ers was toe vigour 
with which Masur 
embraced not only contempo¬ 
rary music but also an expan¬ 
sive “outreach" programme. 
That, says Masur. will be the 
way forward in London too. 
“All over the world 1 see a 
shocking change: politicians 
aren’t committed to the future 
of the arts, and middle-class 
values are falling away. So in¬ 
stitutions like orchestras must 
educate toe young. 

“In New York now the Phil¬ 
harmonic takes care of toe mu¬ 
sic education of 4.000 chil¬ 
dren. But even in my East Ger¬ 
man days 1 used to ' 
buy half-size vio- 
i • _ fins from the chiL 

umre then's shop in 

Moscow for Leip- 
■yrifip rig kindergarten 

pupils. One child 
• + who started that 

cXlSlS way is now leader 

of the Dresden 
-Vno Staatskapelle.” 

But inevitably 
Masur will chiefly 
HOI! be judged on 

whether he produc- 
'StrS? es top-class con- 

" certs. In few capi¬ 

tal rides do orches¬ 
tras compete as intensely as 
they do in London for audienc¬ 
es, sponsors and what little 
subsidy there is. Characteristi¬ 
cally, Masur doesn't regard it 
as a competition at all. 

“We don’t want to make the 
London Philharmonic toe 
‘best’ orchestra in London 
without caring about what 
happens to toe others. We 
don’t want to be a winner in a 
race where maybe another or¬ 
chestra goes out of business. I 
love the whole musical variety 
of London too much: I have 
too many happy memories of 
working with toe other Lon¬ 
don orchestras. We want to 
find ways forward that make 
us all winners, and especially 
the audience." 

Fferhaps audiences in Lon¬ 
don. battered by continual 
bad-news stories about the 
arts, are already winners with¬ 
out knowing it. With Sir Colin 
Davis leading the London 
Symphony Orchestra, Chris¬ 
toph von Dohn&nyi at the Phil- 
harmonia, Bernard Haitink 
still (just about) music director 
at Covent Garden, and now 
Masur coming to toe LPO, 
London has somehow man¬ 
aged to attract 1 bur of toe most 
eminent maestros in the world 
to lead its musical life. 

True, none of them will see 
65 again. But most music-lov¬ 
ers reckon that conductors 
have barely started until they 
pass 70. In which case, Lon¬ 
don could be in for some vin¬ 
tage orchestra] thrills. 

• Kurt Masur conducts the LPO 

at the Festival Hall {0171-0604242} 
on November 19 ana 21 


I admire 
the pride 
that exists 
in this 
London 
orchestra’ 
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Size doesn’t matter for brief inspiration 


New short stories by A. S. Byatt and Lome Moore have at least 
one thing in common: they prove the power of the particular 


W hat do short stories 
offer that novels 
don’t? Why bother 
with a mere tale when 
you could go the whole nine yards 
and get stuck into something you'd 
really notice if you dropped it on 
your foot? This question applies as 
much to the writer as it does to the 
reader, and A.S. Byatt’s delicate 
new volume of stories. Elementals 
(Chaito & Windus, £12, ISBN 0 7021 
6096 9) stands in marked contrast 
to her last, toe-breaker of a novel, 
Babel Tower. Lome Moore's last 
book. Who Will Run the Frog Hos¬ 
pital ?. was her second novel: now. 
with the remarkable Bints of Ameri¬ 
ca (Faber, £9.99, ISBN 0 571 19529 
6 ) she has returned to the form of 
which she is such a subtle mistress. 

One thing that stories can offer is 
lightness, an ability to play. Ideas 
which would be unworkable at 
greater length — which would 
seem contrived — are swift, deli¬ 
cious experiments in the compact 


body of a story. Fear, desire, love, 
or die lack of it these are the “ele- 
mentais" upon which Byatt turns 
her gaze, and her perception of 
them here is like a beam of black 
light illuminating all she observes 
with strong, strange colours. The 
first three stories are the most pow¬ 
erful; the last three have a fragmen¬ 
tary feel, finger exercises rather 
than tunes. But the book is worth 
having for Crocodile Tears, A Lam¬ 
ia in the Cevennes, and Cold alone. 

A Lamia in the Civennes and 
Cold are "tales” with a traditional 
feel and a modem edge, Grimm- 
tsh. Carterish; one of Byatt's great 
strengths is in the way she com¬ 
bines a knowledge of tradition with 
the freedom to break away from it: 
that is what makes Possession such 
fun. In A Lamia, Bernard Lycett- 
Kean leaves West Hampstead for 
the Cevennes, to paint; a setting, 
and set-up, that could easily be tire¬ 
some in less skilled hands. But 
what Bernard finds in the Ce¬ 


vennes, ami what he discovers he 
wants is intriguing and unexpect¬ 
ed He' seeks beauty, explores it 
obsessively in the colours of his 
swimming pool, the countryside, 
the sky. he pursues it single-mind- 
edUy, even when he is offered — as 
one sometimes is. at least in the 
world of A. S. Byatt — power and 
riches by a flirtatious seamooster, a 
reincarnation of Keats's Lamia. 

Bernard's choices are idiosyncrai- 
ically Ids own: "He was happy, in 
one of foe ways human beings have 
found to be happy," Byatt writes, 
and the same could be said of Patri¬ 
cia Nimmo. in Crocodile Tears, 
who flees foe scene of her hus¬ 
band's death — also to the saturat¬ 
ed colours of southern France - 
and even the ice princess of Cold. 
In these three stories Byatt homes 
in on the small particularities of 
happiness as it is drawn out from 
its opposites, sorrow or regret, and 
surrounds those particularities 
with brilliant colourand light Her 
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Wagner 


tales are like the magical palace of 
glass that appears at the end of 
Cold: beautiful, astonishing, com¬ 
plete and therefore a little isolated. 

If her stories have a weakness - 
and this is more evident in the final 
three stories, it is that her charac¬ 
ters can seem to serve her ideas, 
rather than the other way around; 


in a story like Baglady, in which a 
woman becomes lost'in foe Shop¬ 
ping Mall of Hell (now you know 
what it*s like down there), the read¬ 
er occasionally feels lectured at 

This is not a problem that ever 
oops up in Lome Moore’s stories, 
which exist as vehicles for charac¬ 
ters who couldn't lecture you if they 
tried. The perfection which they pos¬ 
sess is of a very different sort than 
Byatt’s crystalline containment 
They are stories of displacement 
and disruption. “When the cat died 
on Veterans' Day, his ashes then 
packed into a cheesy pink-posied 
tin and placed high upon the man¬ 
tel. the house seemed lonely and Ail- 
een began to drink," Four Calling 
Birds, Three French Hens begins. 
“Made has moved so much in his 
life that every phone number he 
comes across seems to him to be 
one he’s had before," leads us into 
What You Want To Do Fine. Peo¬ 
ple are in foe lives they never imag¬ 
ined for themselves, and they are 
just having to manage with what 
they've ended up with: the wrong 
relationship, the wrong name, foe 
wrong house, a sick child. 

Moore's brilliance is in her abili¬ 


ty to define the jagged edges of her 
characters’ lives without smoothing 
them down: these are not cosy sto¬ 
ries. even if they do, quite often, 
make the reader laugh out loud- 
The unique slant of her language 
never feels forced, despite its ability 
to make you sit up ana take nonce. 
Why not “The moonlight glittered 
off the lake like electric ice, like a 
school of fish”? Because this is so 
much better: “The moonlight glit¬ 
tered off the lake like electric fish, 
like a school of ice." 

Moore's stories have the ability 
to be both pieces of larger things — 
to aliow you to imagine the world 
stretching away to either side of 
each tale — and sufficient, whole. 
Their brevity means their possibil¬ 
ity is never exhausted, and neither 
is the reader’s curiosity. Moore’s 
and Byatt's book are very different; 
they jointly illustrate the possibili¬ 
ties of the short story. Novels offer 
broad scope and breadth; stories of¬ 
fer tight focus and concentration on 
the particular. One form is not less¬ 
er than the other, any more,jhan a 
telephoto lens is lesser than a wide 
angle lens. It simply depends upon 
what you want id fir into foe frame. 


Goodbye to 
Berlin’s jokes 


I n spite of their shared 
Russian ancestry, Mich¬ 
ael Ignatieff — call, hand¬ 
some. Canadian and solemn 
— and Isaiah Berlin — short, 
stout Jewish and monumen¬ 
tally funny — are as different 
from each other as could 
possibly be. But that is not 
biographically disabling. 

Boswell — debauched, frivo¬ 
lous. Scottish — did well with 
the austere, serious, deeply 
English Johnson. Both biogra¬ 
phies were composed in much 
foe same way. BosweU'sJofoi- 
son was the result of dose ob¬ 
servation over 21 years: 
Ignatieffs Isaiah Berlin rests 
on more than a decade of 
tape-recorded interviews. 

It is a solid and serviceable 
piece of work. It begins in the 
London apartment of Berlin’s 
last years with an excellent 
description of his inspeoable 
characteristics: his appear¬ 
ance. mannerisms, voice, style 
of speech: his hypochondria 
and his defensive self-depreca¬ 
tion. A sharply observant eye 
has been at work here. The 
stages of Berlin’s life are then 
surveyed: early days in Riga 
and Petrograd. with glimpses 
of revolutionary nastiness; 
escape to England, in the first 
instance to Surbitoa but lat¬ 
er, more suitably, to Hamp¬ 
stead. From there to a content¬ 
ed, but not as intellectually dis¬ 
tinguished a career as one 
might have expected at St 
Paul's, then to Oxford, to glit¬ 
ter there and in the more liter¬ 
ate parts of London society, in 
wartime Washington and in 
Israel, in the largest sense of 
the word. 

Ignatieff confronts various 
criticisms of Berlin, mainly 
put into circulation by Berlin 
himself. He was inordinately 
sensitive to criticism and was 
always anticipating it, with 
the effect of encouraging it 
He had great difficulty get¬ 
ting himself to write, a prob¬ 
lem overcome by dictation. 
He was not a philosopher in 
the academic sense, but an idi- 
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osyncratic historian of ideas. 
He was superficial. He was 
too much attracted to foe 
great world. 

In a misguided pursuit of 
theoretical importance. Ignati¬ 
eff constantly refers to one or 
two of his pronouncements, in 
particular to foe view that the 
ends of life are iireduribly plu¬ 
ral, that there is no one right 
answer to every problem of 
choice. That is not what mat¬ 
ters in Berlin's writing. Its 
main value lies in the brilliant 
portraits of intellectual person¬ 
alities, great fountains of ad¬ 
jectives and comparisons 
which bring their minds to 
life in a way no summary of 
their doctrines could do. 

Ignatieffs solemnity has 
misled him here as it has in 
his almost complete omission 
of the incomparable How of 
Berlin's talk. He acknowledg¬ 
es that there was a lot of it and 
that it contained jokes, but 
none are quoted. One non-sol- 
emn thing about Berlin's life 
he does recognise is his good 
luck in getting out of Russia, 
in being in the right place at a 
number of historically right 
times and. most of all in his 
marriage, a matter Ignatieff 
handles deftly. This is a very 
good book as for as it goes but 
it needs a companion volume. 
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Barrow’s legacy: In 1914 Sir Ernest Shackleton set sail in the Endurance, his goal to be the first to cross the Antarctic but Endurance became trapped 
in foe pack ice: Caroline Alexander’s The Endurance (Bloomsbury, £20) tel Is foe tale, and reproduces Frank Hurley’s remarkable photographs 
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J ohn Barrow asked: 
“What lay at foe North 
Pole? Did the Antarctic 
exist? Was there a 
North-west Passage? Where 
was Timbuctoo? What lay at 
the heart of Africa? Where did 
foe Niger River go?" As Sec¬ 
ond Secretary to the Admiralty 
from 1816 to 1845, he was the 
moving force behind expedi¬ 
tions to find the answers to 
these questions. Because of his 
influence and authority, it 
would have been an advan¬ 
tage if he had had a better idea 
of what he was doing or where 
he was sending those expedi¬ 
tions, but as Rrgus Fleming 
tells us. “Almost everything 
about Barrow'S missions had 
been wrong. Perhaps no man 
in foe history of exploration 
has expended so much money 
and so many lives in pursuit of 
so pointless a dream." 

Despite his misconceptions. 
Barrow sent naval officers to 
the most remote and hostile 
places on Earth. In 1816, under 
the influence of his patron, 
Joseph Banks. Barrow sent 
James Tuckey to explore foe 
river Congo and discover if it 
was connected to the Niger. 
With no knowledge of African 
jungles, the explorers were be¬ 
set by ydlow fever, their 
guides ran off with their sup¬ 
plies, and all the officers, in¬ 
cluding Tuckey, died. This 
was not unusual for “Barrows 
Boys". The North-west Pas- 


The glory of 


great failure 


sage was the Holy Grail of 
19th-century exploration. 1/ a 
sea roure could be found from 
Europe to Asia (without hav¬ 
ing to sail around the Cape of 
Good Hope or Cape Horn), 
Europeans could gain access 
to the riches of the Orient. 

Whalers had ventured north 
from Britain, reporting the 
occasional openings in the ice. 
When William Scores by. a 
renowned whaling captain, 
reported that the pack ice 
between Greenland and Spits¬ 
bergen had disappeared, and 
that this might be the momenr 
to search for an open sea lane 
to foe Pacific. Barrow pub¬ 
lished Scores by's plan as his 
own, rejected Scores by, and 
selected Commander John 
Ross and Lieutenant William 
Parry instead. They failed — 
the passage would not be navi¬ 
gated until 1905, when Roald 
Amundsen sailed through it 
and declared it useless — but 
their misadventures, and 
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those of the explorers who suc¬ 
ceeded them in these futile 
quests, are the stuff of legend. 

In Africa, they fought their 
way through jungles and 
across deserts, but it was at the 
lop (and foe bottom) of the 
world that people like Ross. 


Parry, Beechey. Rae and. of 
course, Johp Franklin, became 
heroes to the public. They got 
lost and starved, lost their fin¬ 
gers and toes to frostbite, were 
robbed by indigenous people, 
their ships were wrecked, and 
still Barrow sent them back. 

In 1845. Sir John Franklin, 
who had made two earlier at¬ 
tempts, took foe Erebus and 
Terror to the Arctic, sailed to 
the entrance to Lancaster 
Sound, and was never heard 
from again. By 1847, search 
parties were sent to locate the 
Franklin expedition. Sir John 
Richardson tried in 1848-19. 
but he found nothing. In J850, 
Sir John Ross also failed. In 
the Investigator, Sir Robert 
McClure approached from the 
Bering Sen. but his ship 
became trapped in foe ice and 
he had to be rescued. The As¬ 
sistance, commanded by Sir 
Edward Belcher in 1852. also 
failed. In 1BS3. Eskimos report¬ 
ed to John Rae that the men 


had perished near King Wi¬ 
liam Island, and Rae collected 
a £10.000 reward for informa¬ 
tion on foe expedition. 

Enmeshed in the Crimean 
War, the British Government 
refused to send another search 
party, so in 1S54, Lady Jane 
Franklin equipped the Far 
and put Sir Francis McClin- 
tock in command. In 1859, 
McClintock found the remains 
of Franklin’s men and the re¬ 
mains of the Erebus and 
Terror. The ships had been 
trapped in ice off King Wil¬ 
liam Island, and 23 men died. 
The remaining 105 men set out 
on foot, but none survived. 


B ut. says Renting. 
John Barrow “set in 
motion the largest 
and most expensive 
series of explorations in the Itis- 
tory of mankind", and while 
the explorers tailed, they 
mapped unknown chunks of 
the globe, and inspired count¬ 
less others. There is a statue of 
Barrow in Waterloo Place, 
with the incorrect inscription 
that he was a ’’great naviga¬ 
tor" and that his "brave com¬ 
panions" found the North¬ 
west Passage. Barrow’s Boys is 
a marvellous book, and 
.should serve as a far better 
memorial to Barrow, giving 
the real story of the men who 
risked (and often lost) their 
lives for the Glory of England 
— and foe glory of exploration. 
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Stormy 
sea of 
change 


RESURRECTION 
By David Remnick 
Picador, £20 
ISBN 0 330 36916 4 
THE current editor of The 
New Yorker follows up his ad¬ 
mirable Lenin’s Tomb: The 
Lost Days of the Soviet Em¬ 
pire with a sharp-nosed analy¬ 
sis of foe political battle to 
shape foe new Russian state. 
Remnick opens in late 1991 
with the dissolution of the Sonn¬ 
et Union and ends with the re- 
election of Yeltsin whose ex¬ 
hausted latter days are dealt 
with in a short epilogue to 
bring the story up to date. He 
has spoken with the oligarchs 
vying for power, observed at 
first hand foe rise and collapse 
of corrupt factions and charted 
foe torrents of money in the 
swirling, turbulent currents of 
an unpredictable society adrift 
in murky waters. A book at 
once readable, arresting, and 
irresistibly tragi-comic. 


Eye for facts 


1066 

By Frank McLynn 

Jonathan Cape, £18.99 
ISBN 0 224 05050 8 
1066And all That by Sellers & 
Yeatman told you all you 
could remember, wrongly, 
about the Battle of Hastings. 
1066 by Frank McLynn tells 
you much more than you need 
to know about William of Nor¬ 
mandy. Harold of England 
and Harold Hardrada of Nor¬ 
way but gets it as right as 
dogged research and skilful 
judgment will take him. The 
Bayeux Tapestry is rotten his¬ 
tory, he says, and Harold did 
not die with an arrow in his 
eye. McLynn’s nicely-judged 
narrative is set against a com¬ 
plex background of European 
political, military, religious 
and personal intrigue. 


Interior art 


LEONARDO’S NEPHEW 
Qy lames Fenton 

Viking, £20 
ISBN 0 670 87917 7 
PROFESSIONAL art critics 
will not care for a professional 
poet and literary critic casting 
an intuitive eye over their fief- 
dom of art history, but scholar¬ 
ly apparatus should be in¬ 
formed by the humane sensi¬ 
bilities of (he dilettante. This 
collection of elegant essays re¬ 
lies on Fenton's eye for the 
truth of art as well as his ear 
for a sentence.His lecture. On 
Statues, is a classic of psycho¬ 
analytic interpretation. Fenton 
does not write about art until 
he understands, at first hand, 
the techniques of art and the lit¬ 
erary and historical evidence 
for his conclusions. 


Islam aflame 


WARRIORS OF THE PROPHET 
by Mark Huband 

Westview Press, £17.50 
ISBN 0 8133 2780 6 
THE justification for religion 
and politics is. too often, igno¬ 
rance. Both are driven by foe 
demonisation of perceived op¬ 
ponents and fuelled by horror 
stories. Islamic fundamental- 
isi movements in the modem 
world are a hot issue, and 
Mark Huband's first-hand- 
account o f foe political and cul¬ 
tural basis of political Islam in 
the 1990s is enlightening read¬ 
ing. His analysis of foe Algeri¬ 
an crisis, the intellectual im¬ 
portance of Egypt and the cha¬ 
os in Somalia, is dear-eyed 
und based in the tenets of Is¬ 
lam. The West's responsibility 
lor the current situation, is a 
factor in the Islamic revival. 


When you can’t see wood for trees Eve’s burden 

THE STORY OF EVE 


K erstin Ekman is one of 
Sweden’s most suc¬ 
cessful novelists. Her 
international bestseller. Black- 
water. was a contemporary 
thriller set in the far north of 
Sweden. In strong contrast. 
The Forest of Hours Is a 
lengthy novel of ideas, span¬ 
ning at least IS centuries of 
human history. The main char¬ 
acter is a troll called Skord, 
who emerges from Sweden’s 
Skule Forest to observe and 
emulate human beings. 

He ages very slowly and 
lives a long, rather confusing 
life, always on the margin of 
civilisation. First he joins a 
band of vagrant children 
scratching a bring from foe 


forest floor. Then he becomes 
foe familiar of a corrupt Catho¬ 
lic priest, who introduces him 
to sex. Latin and cooked food. 
Next he is taken by outlaws, 
witnesses rape and murder, 
and becomes adept at the art 
of tarot card reading. 

By the 13fo century. Skord 
has reached new heights of 
respectability as a servant in 
foe home of an alchemist. This 
Is foe beginning of a long 
struggle to qualify as a legiti¬ 
mate medical practitioner. 
Evolving from an army sur¬ 
geon in the Thirty Years War 
(1618-1648). into an 18th-cen¬ 
tury expert on magnetic mas¬ 
sage (with a profitable sideline 
in constipation). Skord ends 


RUTH 

SCURR 


THE FOREST OF HOURS 
By Kerstin Ekman 

Chatto & Windus, £20 
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up anticipating Freud and foe 
invention of psychoanalysis. 

This novel explores foe bor¬ 
derline between civilisation 
and barbarism. By projecting 
Skord's mam- human lives 
onto foe backdrop of foe prime¬ 
val forest, Ekman questions 
foe nature of social aspiration. 
She uncovers foe madness, cor¬ 
ruption and cruelty behind (he 
stories people tell to make 
sense of their lives. She experi¬ 
ments with time and sexuality. 
Her perspective is overwhelm¬ 
ingly negative; no matter how- 
much learning and progress is 
possible, human beings have 
their place in the parasitic 
order of the natural world. 

From the sodden mulch of 


the forest rn the highest ivory 
tower there is a connecting 
chain «i f dependence and 
exploitation. This is a no\el 
crammed with literary and his¬ 
torical allusions. Horace and 
Rousseau represent the fa¬ 
mous extremes nf Ekman \ 
range, and in between there 
are countless more quirky 
examples. Bui in keeping with 
the author’s focme and per¬ 
spective. each reference sinks 
without trace. like dead wood 
in a bog. Nunc of Ekman's 
impressive learning is realty 
needed in foe tel line nl her sti> 
ry- except perhaps'these lines 
front Pope: “i am his Holi¬ 
ness Dog at Kew: Praj tell me 
iir. whose Dog are you - .”’ 


THE STORY OF EVE 
by Pamela Norris 
Picador. £20.00 
ISBN 0 330 33699 1 
WOMAN, thy name is.. .just 
about anything. Eve is Every- 
woman. and the sins of the 
mother are visited upon the 
daughters of Eve unto foe last 
generation. It’s a big job. being 
the eternal Bad Girl, but Eve 
is up io it. There’s more 
interesting work as vamp, 
tramp, witch, bitch, virgin. 
Valkyrie, bluestocking and 
blonde bubblehead traditional 
temptress and Christian mar¬ 
tyr. Eve. ancient and modem, 
is a quick-change actress. She 
has found a witty biographer 
who finds her everywhere. 


Iain Finlayson 
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America at wan a marine in Korea circa J950. Photograph by David Douglas Duncan 


A dandy Yankee doodle 


With typical editorial brio, and adroit use of pictures, 
Harold Evans ensnares the US, says Raymond Seitz 


H arold Evans con¬ 
cludes his vibrant 
history of 20th-cer>- 
tury America with 
the presidency of George 
Bush, a reasonable and. as it 
turns cut, fortuitous cut-off 
point for his supreme millenn¬ 
ium project The only refer¬ 
ence to President Clinton is a 
lull page reproduction of a 
New Yorker cover by Edward 
Sore! with the caption, "The 
42nd president who took Amer¬ 
ica into the 2lst century," a 
dicey judgment given the vola¬ 
tility of American politics. 

But Evans is a skilled editor, 
and it is his editorial instinct 
that is most impressive about 
this book, it is a hefty creation 
(coffee-table size and running 
to nearly 700 pages) but com¬ 
fortable. almost indulgent 
reading. Each section is intro¬ 
duced by a "Commentary** in 
Evans's elegant hand. There 
then follows a series of episod¬ 
ic essays, none of which is 
allowed to exceed two pages. 
Some of these pieces arc unsat¬ 
isfactory for their brevity, but 
Evans writes in his introduc¬ 
tion that he wanted to make 
American history accessible to 
the casual reader and easy to 
dip into, and so the book some¬ 
times has the tone of an enter¬ 
taining if abbreviated encyclo¬ 
pedia. 

More inventively, Evans 
also breaks up his text with 
intriguing insets — a highlight¬ 
ed list of interesting statistics, 
for example, or a vignette 
designed to give the feel of an 


era. A few bold-print para¬ 
graphs entitled The Lynching 
of Cade Kate" anecdotally 
sum up the lawlessness of the 
Wild West, and another note 
called ‘Hie Heroism of BUI 
Sipple” is a brief profile of the 
loner. who saved President 
Ford from assassination but 
went unheralded by the White 
House because of his homosex¬ 
uality. 

Evans reproduces the lyrics 
of Brother, Can You Spare a 
Dime? to evoke the hard times 
atmosphere of the Depression, 
and he includes a moving 
poem by a 24-year-old helicop¬ 
ter pilot which captures die 
searing agony of Vietnam. 
Another device is a boxed inset 
zippily called "Flash Forward” 
which is designed to answer 
such questions as. “Whatever 
happened to Upton Sinclair?” 
(the scorching muckraker of 
the Progressive movement) or 
“Whatever happened to ‘De¬ 
lay* Beckwith?” (the redneck 
murderer of Medgar Evers). 
These little asides, which 
appear on almost every page, 
result in a literary collage of 
lively touch and brisk pace. 

The broken up format also 
gives the book the look of a 
gigantic web site. The reader 
is invited to scroll through the 
pages and dick on to whatever 
captures the fancy. It is. Evans 
confesses, a user-friendly histo¬ 


THE AMERICAN 
CENTURY 
By Harold Evans 
Jonathan Cape, £40 
ISBN 0224 05217 9 



ry dedicated to “browsers” in 
both the shopwindow and 
Internet meanings of the 
word. In fact, the author might 
have called his opus, “www 
dot evans dot com” 

As successful as Evans is in 
his stimulating lay-out, how¬ 
ever. the show is stolen by the 
magnificent portfolio of photo¬ 
graphs which accompanies 
the text. There are 900 prints, 
and though the editor made 
the final selections himself, the 
tributes belong to Gail Buck- 
land. A photographer and 
accomplished historian in her 
own right. Buck! arid's knowl¬ 
edge of America's archives 
and her unerring eye for the 
evocative moment have pro¬ 


duced a rich gallery of the 
American panorama. 

There, gathered around a 
picnic table under a balloon¬ 
ing canopy, sit the contented 
President Harding, Henry 
font Harvey Firestone and 
Thomas Edison, a kind of 
Wall of Heroes erected to 
America's prodigiously com¬ 
mercial Roaring Twenties. 
Across the top of faring pages 
are the police mug shots of 
Mitchell, Colson, Haldeman 
and Erlichman, the lieuten¬ 
ants of the Watergate calam¬ 
ity. The reader stares at the 
twisted bodies of young shop¬ 
girls who. in 1911, leapt from 
the blazing Triangle Shin- 
waist Factoiy in New York, 
and looks into the jaunty, 
youthful eyes of the Maine’s 
crew only days before the ship 
went to the bottom of Havana 
harbour. And there stand the 
elegant, uptight statesman 
Dean Acheson and his dema¬ 
gogic traducer, Joe McCarthy, 
both looking ridiculous when 
they are momentarily trapped 
together in a Senate elevator. 
Even the dense bibliography 
at the back of the book rums 
sprightly with die pictures of 
each American president since 
William Taft throwing out the 
first ball at a baseball game. 

Evans writes about Ameri¬ 
can history with the restrained 
optimism and verve of the im¬ 


migrant he proudly proclaims 
himself to be. He includes the 
good, the bad and the ugly, 
but he is really trying to get to 
the essence of this huge, 
dynamic, contradictory nation 
and to convey the sheer won¬ 
der of the place. His analysis 
is, on the whole, balanced, and 
throughout the book he makes 
every effort to trace the multi¬ 
ple streams of American politi¬ 
cal development — feminism, 
unionism, the fate of Ameri¬ 
can minorities — without suc¬ 
cumbing to the banalities of po¬ 
litical correctness. 

Curiously, he takes three 
gentle swipes at Paul Johnson, 
and occasionally he wags a 
scolding finger ai the republic 
(ai one point he contrasts 
Woodrow Wilson's willing¬ 
ness to send arms to the Allies 
in the First World War with 
the reluctance of the Bush Ad¬ 
ministration io supply weap¬ 
ons to the Bosnians). But his 
broad observations are sensi¬ 
tive and acute, nowhere more 
so than his eloquent descrip¬ 
tion of the struggle of black 
Americans for civil liberty. 

The author poses the ques¬ 
tion whether a nation of such 
diversity and such impossible 
ideals can survive its own 
experiment, and he answers 
with the defining American 
paradox that “if anything is to 
be preserved it must be 
change". Harold Evans has 
here assembled a handsome 
American portrait album, and 
a scrapbook of a remarkable 
national story. 
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India without the 
heat and the dust 


I n this latest collection of 
stories. Ruth Prawer Jhab- 
vaia writes about India as 
she has always done. Her 
prose is elementary and unas¬ 
suming. her range of vocabu¬ 
lary modest, and her canvas 
unprepossessing. Hie whole 
effect is demure and disci¬ 
plined. and perhaps deliberat¬ 
ely unliterary. Her observa¬ 
tions are; as always, homely, 
starched, and neatly ironed. 

Put another way (a touch 
more bluntly), there is very 
little here that is memorable 
and much, perhaps too much, 
that is rather easy to read. Bui 
is that so bad? Jhabvaia has a 
loyal following, raised on 
Heat and Dust and other, 
plainer books that were also 
turned into screenplays. These 
are the readers who appreciate 
a good, untaxing tale, who pre¬ 
fer not to have too many diffi¬ 
cult characters. 

Jhabvaia is not for the Eng- 
lit types: it is not possible to 
compare her stuff with the 
audacious fiction that many 
post-Rushdie Indians write. 
Based on familiar and comfort¬ 
ing juxtapositions — those of 
heat/dust and the cold, cul¬ 
tured brown people and cul¬ 
tured white people. Imperial 
Britain and millennial India, 
spirituality and money, old 
values and new ones — her 
stories are too formulaic to be 
taken entirety seriously. 

East Into Upper East is a 
book that replays all the 
themes that Jhabvaia has 
already given to us. There is 
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EAST INTO UPPER EAST 
By Ruth Prawer 
Jhabvaia 

John Munay, £15.99 
ISBN 0 7195 5568 8 



East looking at West and West 
looking at East- There are west¬ 
ernised Easterners, eastem- 
ised Westerners, gurus and 
seekers, all placed together in 
docile proximity, all trying to 
tell each other (and the reader) 
something almdst-profound- 
The book attempts to spell 
out tire waiter’s own duality. 
Bom in pre-war Germany, 
she married an Indian archi¬ 
tect and divides her time 
between New York and New 
Delhi. Hie Indian capital has 
changed radically from the 
place it was when she first met 
it, and many of her musings in 
East Into Upper East dwell on 
how a gracious past gives way 
to a coarse present Jhabvala*s 
stories set in Delhi's environs 
comprise the first half of the 


book, and they set the tone for 
the second half, when she 
writes of people who lead trou¬ 
bled little lives in New York. 

What do the two cities have 
in common, apart from Jhab- 
vala’s obsession with them? In 
her stories, the characters in 
both places lead cramped, 
claustrophobic lives, yearning 
always for change and im¬ 
provement. If there is a theme 
that runs through the book, it 
is that of people trespassing on 
(he lives of others, jostling for 
physical and emotional spaa 
in apartments, flats, havelis 
and brownstones that have lit¬ 
tle room for intruders. 

There is the “holy woman" 
from Delhi who comes to New 
York and distorts the life of 
her idealistic hostess. There is 
the young dance master who 
captures the maternal love of a 
Delhi dowager, virtually mov¬ 
ing into her home, before he 
jolts her confidence and shat¬ 
ters her idylL There is the Eng¬ 
lishwoman. a diplomat in 
post-Raj Delhi, who falls for a 
dashing young Indian civil 
servant but is pushed out of 
his life tty a nationalist Indian 
competitor for his affections. 

These are gentle tales, often 
relentlessly so, with gentle rid¬ 
dles at their heart None is 
ever resolved; but each one is 
smooth. Jhabvala's book is the 
perfect comfort food for those 
who want a break from big 
ideas, for those who want a 
break for once from those fat. 
ambitious Indian books which 
seem to sit on every bookshelf. 


■ A TIMELY reminder of 
the true nature of politics is 
offered by novelist Barbara 
Trapido. whose latest book. 
The Tnvettmg Honplayer. 
has just been shortlisted for 
the Whitbread Novel Award. 
At a benefit for the Orange 
Tree Theatre in Richmond 
last Sunday she chose 
Richmal Crompton's 
William the Bad as one of 
her “Desert Island Books”, 
reading aloud to a grinning 
audience from William. 
Prune Minister. Fellow 
Outlaw Henry explains the 
greasy pole to Wfllianr “Do 
shut up intYuptin.” said 
Henry. “I’m toyin' to tell yon 
'boot this genYal election. 
There's four sorts of people 
tryin* to get to be rulers. 

They all want to make things 
better, but they want to make 
’em better in different ways. 
There'S Conservatives an’ 
they want to make things 
better by keep in’ ’em just 
like what they are now. An' 
there's Lib'rals and they 
want to make things better 
by alterin’ them jus’ a bit 
but not so*s anyone’d notice, 
an’ there’s Socialists, an’ they 
want to make things better 
by takin' everyone's money 
off'em an'there’s 
Communists an’ they want to 
make things better by killin' 
everyone but themselves." 
Would Crompton be one of 
the “naughty” authors the ac¬ 
tual Prime Minister was en¬ 
couraging children to read? 

■ CONTROVERSY perpetu¬ 
ates itself. Lord Huntingpeld, 
in disrnay. writes to us from 
Cambridge: “/ am annoyed by 
Lawrence James’s review of Ni- 
all Ferguson's The Pity of War 
(November 5). The First World 
War was a 'just' war against 
an aggressive neighbour. 
What better reason does the 


Alma’s bewitching powers 
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DIARIES, 1898-1902 

By Alma 
MahlerWerfel 
Selected & translated 
by Antony Beaumont 

Faber, £25 
ISBN 0 57119340 4 



to me. I would like to kneel 
before him & kiss his loins — 
kiss everything, even/thing" A 
few months later. Alma Schin¬ 
dler. 22, married 40year-okl 
Gustav Mahler. 

But the diaries, for all their 
remarkable candour ("I long 
for rape — whoever it might 
bel’T are full of significant 
meditations (on the relation¬ 
ship between poetry and 
music, for example); they are 
also replete with intimate 
anatomical particulars (her 


account of the first sexual 
encounter with Mahler is 
almost luridly precise, as are 
her petting sessions with other 
lovers). Still, this was no Lola- 
Lola: Alma was a complex 
woman, tom between a desire 
for her own creative life and 
an almost rapacious sexuality 
that would have intrigued 
Freud — and indeed may 
have, for Mahler later con¬ 
sulted the eminent doctor. “I 
have two souls: 1 know it,” 
Alma wrote. “Which is my 
true soul?” 

The conflict continued 
through her marriage, which 
was compromised when she 
became the lover of Walter 
Gropius, founder of the Bau- 
haus. Four years after 
Mahler’s death, she married 
Gropius, from whom she was 
later divorced- She then wed 
Werfel, best known for The 
Song of Bernadette. 

When Alma died in New 
York in 1964 — over a century 
after Mahlers birth — she 
could count among her 
brigade of lovers Oskar Koko¬ 
schka. Alban Berg. Gustav 
Klimt and a gifted young Vien¬ 
nese priest whom she drove 
almost mad. Reading these 
diaries, we understand more 
dearly the enchantment and 
the ego with which this sorcer¬ 
ess captivated such a legion of 
creative cultists. 


Pity 

and 

war 

author require? And.yes, a lot 
of men got into the spirit of sol¬ 
diering, killing, capturing pris¬ 
oners and so on : surely no sur¬ 
prise. As for casualties being 
higher for the attackers in 
trench warfare, this is so obvi¬ 
ous that it beggars belief that 
your reviewer can call it *most 



disturbing evidence'. Finally, 
it is nonsense to muddle the 
unsuccessfid peace with our 
military victory. We lost the 
peace because communism, 
Japanese imperialism, fas¬ 
cism. and colonial national¬ 
ism were all waiting in the 
wings.” 


■ WAR in the kitchen! Who is 
going to tell us the truth about 
Elizabeth David, who brought 
the delicious odours of the 
French provinces into our 
lives? A biography by Lisa 
Chaney has just appeared, but 
now Penguin Books has 
brought out a declaration that 
only Artemis Cooper, who is 
writing the authorised biogra¬ 
phy. can give us “the real Eliza¬ 
beth David”. Artemis, the 
daughter of Viscount Nor¬ 
wich. has been given exclusive 
access to all Elizabeth David's 
correspondence, including let¬ 
ters from her early mentor, the 
great travel writer Norman 
Douglas, and letters from her 
husband. Colonel Anthony 
David, who proposed to her 
by post amid raging battles in 


Italy in 1944. And only the offi¬ 
cial biographer has access to 
those wine-stained cookery 
notebooks... 

■ THE Arts Council of Eng¬ 
land is bustling about these 
days to justify its existence 
and has come op now with a 
project for providing young 
writers with minders — its 
Mentoring Scheme. Six new 
writers wQl each have an 
established writer to guide 
their fingers on their PC 
keyboards. Very nice for the 
young writers — but they 
had better watch out. Even 
nicer for the older ones, 
when their pupils' work 
appears as “School of Carol 
Rumens” or “Studio of 
Elaine Feinstein". 


£2 

off every 

book 

over £15. 

Every single book costing £15 or more has £2 off in Dillons until November 21st. 
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Victoria Fletcher introduces a five-page report on the initiatives in higher eduratiMi which were rewarded yesterday tty y 


World-beaters step 


into the limelight 


E xcellent performanc¬ 
es in sport, the arts 
and exploration rare¬ 
ly go unnoticed or un¬ 
rewarded. Footballers can be¬ 
come generational heroes with 
a single penalty kick while 
film-makers can become 

household names after one in¬ 
spirational work. But as they 
bask in die limelight, others 
with skills of equal measure 
can often go unnoticed. 

Britain's commercial sector 
has addressed the problem by 
introducing the Queen's 
Award for Industry to reward 
those with outstanding contri¬ 
butions to their oountry. Six 
years ago. the Queen’s Anni¬ 
versary Prizes were launched 
to recognise excellence in high¬ 
er ana further education. 
These biennial awards recog¬ 
nise projects at universities 
and colleges that can be re¬ 
garded as being of world- 
dass. bur have not yet been ac¬ 
knowledged by a wider audi¬ 
ence. 

This year — the third 
Queen's Anniversary Prizes 
list — the 21 winners reflect a 
remarkable variety in the 


fields in which they have pros¬ 
pered and the institutions at 
which they work. 

. These range from innova¬ 
tive methods of training for 
the tourist industry at the Bir¬ 
mingham College of Food, 
Tourism and Creative Studies 
to more classical subjects, 
such as applied mathematics 
at Cambridge University. 

Most winners _ 

have excelled in di¬ 
verse — and very r PHp| 
modem —areas, in- x 
eluding the London 0 x_. 
Institute's Central ku. 
St Martin College .. 1 

of Art and Design, llTll 

which has made 
outstanding contri- rvnei 

butions to the fash- _______ 

ion world. In an im¬ 
pressive precedent, three of its 
design graduates this year re¬ 
leased haute-couture collec¬ 
tions. 

Manchester's Royal North¬ 
ern College of Music has devel¬ 
oped a new method of teach¬ 
ing string instruments to pu¬ 
pils in large groups. It has de¬ 
veloped methods that allow 
students to learn quickly how 


There are 
strong 
links to 
business 


to play and how to teach more 
than one stringed instrument 
to a very high standard. 

The University of Reading’s 
Renaissance Texts Research 
Centre has conducted research 
into how theatres were built in 
Shakespeare's time. This 
project influenced the final de¬ 
sign of the re-created Globe 
Theatre on the South Bank in 
_ London. Shake¬ 
speare fans world- 
% nyp wide were given ac- 

' ^ cess to this informa- 

tion via a website 
ng created by the uni- 

versity. 

5 tO Others institutes 
to earn recognition 
ipcc include the Univer- 

sity of Dundee, 
where Professor 
Sir Alfred Cuschieri’s team 
have made innovative advanc¬ 
es in keyhole surgery. The 
work was carried out by the 
surgical skills unit 
Viscount Younger of LecJde, 
chairman of the Awards Coun¬ 
cil for the Queen's Anniversa¬ 
ry Prizes, said that this year’s 
entries were extraordinarily di¬ 
verse and of a high quality. 


The prizewinners are excep¬ 
tional examples of the great 
contribution that the higher 
and further education sectors 
make to the life of the nation in 
so many ways and in so many 
fields," he said. "Strong links 
with outside organisations — 
including business and indus¬ 
try, voluntary bodies, schools 
and community organisations 
— are characteristic of these 


winners. 

"With innovation, inspira¬ 
tion, drive and commitment, 
they have tackled real-world 
problems, trained students to 
meet tiie needs of industry and 
the community, promoted new 
areas of study, enhanced teach¬ 
ing and research and extended 
the benefits of education and 
training to an ever-widening 
audience.” 

Independent assessors ini¬ 
tially chose applicants who 
stood out, and the final selec¬ 
tion was made by the Royal 
Anniversary Trust, which 
runs the awards. The winners 
receive a gold medal and certif¬ 
icate, to be presented by the 
Queen at Buckingham Palace 
in February. 




Birmingham College of 
Food, Tourism and Creative 
Studies: Education and train¬ 
ing for the hospitality and tour¬ 
ism industries. 

Bournemouth and Poole Col¬ 
lege of Art & Design: Educa¬ 
tion for the film industry. 
University of Cambridge: 
Mathematical applications for 
problem-solving. 

University of Dundee: Mini¬ 
mal access surgery: new tech¬ 
niques and treatments. 
University of Exeter Chil¬ 
dren’s health and exercise: 
research and dissemination. 
University of Glasgow. Com¬ 
puter sciences teaching and 
research. 

Godaiming College: Real 
research in A-level science. 
Hills Road Sixth Form Col¬ 
lege. Cambridge Upgrading 
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facilities, teaching and commu¬ 
nity provision. 

University of Wales. Lam¬ 
peter Accreditation and 


up-skiiling of workers from 
the voluntary sector. 

Hie London institute Creativ¬ 
ity and innovation in fashion 
education. 

Loughborough University; In¬ 
ternational development engi¬ 
neering: education, training, 
research and consultancy. 
University of Manchester In¬ 
stitute of Science and Technol¬ 
ogy: Engineering and technoLo- 

gy in industry: advanced de¬ 
grees. 

University of Wales College 
of Medicine: Chemilumines¬ 
cence: research and develop¬ 
ment in clinical diagnosis. 
Middlesex University: Materi¬ 
als for technology teaching in 
schools. 

Mid-Kent College of Higher 
and Farther Education; The 
Frontline Service: training in 


customer service. 

Plymouth College of Further 
Education: Outreach centres 
for retraining and lifelong 
learning. 

University of Reading: Shake¬ 
spearean research: Internet 
and the Globe Theatre. 

Royal Holloway. University 
of London: Security in the 
information age: teaching and 
research in encryption. 

Royal Northern College of 
Music Special courses 
enabling the teaching of musi¬ 
cal instruments to large 
groups. 

University of Sheffield: Inno¬ 
vation in humanities research: 
providing new cultural access 
through FT. 

University of Wales. Swan¬ 
sea: Industry-oriented degrees 
in materials engineering. 
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Penny Stirling. RNCM Fellow in Music Education, with pupils in the Junior Strings Project and their trainee teachers 


Learning in harmony 




L egions of happy, raucous and 
enthusiastic children invade the 
inner sanctum of the conservatoire 
each evening after school hours. Staff and 
students at the Royal Northern College of 
Music have come to welcome the arrival 
of the youngsters who bring the noisy 
4fan of the playground into their some¬ 
times mannered and rarified world. 

Passers-by glimpsing their activities in 
the performance space might see chil¬ 
dren. as young as six, throwing bean 
bags, bouncing balls, stomping, walking 
or running around the hall—all to the dic¬ 
tates of a musical beat. 

Although, on the face of it it may not 
have much to do with Prokofiev or Pur¬ 
cell. they are learning the rudiments of 
rhythm using a teaching method based on 
a novel combination of principles devel¬ 
oped by Zoltan Kodaiy {the Kodaly Meth¬ 
od) and a system of eurhythmies evolved 
by Emile Jaques-Dalcroze. 

They are members of the Junior Strings 
Prqjeo; the Manchester-based college's 
unique experiment to train instrumental 
teachers by allowing them to cut their 
teeth on groups of children. 

The children join the project from the 
age of six. and spend the next ten years 
learning to play the violin, viola, cello, or 
double bass to the highest standards. The 


students do not pick up an instrument dur¬ 
ing the first year. The teachers concen¬ 
trate on pitch, rhythm and related move¬ 
ment Before they pick up a violin and 
draw the bow they are already acclima¬ 
tised to the physical movements required 
to make sound. Thai is the theory. 

Some take longer than others, says Rog¬ 
er Slatford, the head of the School of 
Strings. He said: "When they start play¬ 
ing their instruments in year one. they 
have already got a pretty good foundation, 
in rhythm and pitch. Some of them find 
physical and aural co-ordination much 
more of a challenge than others. 

"We take parents in their own classes. 
Students explain to the parents what is 
going on so they know exactly what their 
children are doing and practise at home." 

There are now 19 full-time students and 
21 pan-time students teaching 112 chil¬ 
dren. Successful graduates achieve a rec¬ 
ognised PGCE qualification. “There is an 
acute shortage of instrumental teachers 
but no shortage of duff ones," says Mr 
Slatford. "The sorts of teachers we are 
training are very broadly equipped- They 
are going to be useful in schools, so they 
are in great demand.” 


Carole Walker, from Burnage, in Great¬ 
er Manchester, has five children attend¬ 
ing different stages of the course from Car¬ 
mel, 17, studying the viola, to Fergus, 7. 
who has opted for the double bass. Be¬ 
tween them is Hannah, 13, who is concen¬ 
trating on the cello. Stuart, 11. on the vio¬ 
lin. and Jonathan. 9, who has yel to 
choose his instrument Hannah has been 
on the course since 1992. 

"We are heading towards a family 
chamber orchestra." said Mrs Walker. “It 
is a tremendous commitment but the 
children receive a wonderful musical 
training that schools simply cannot pro¬ 
vide. From the childrens point of view, 
they joined a little community where they 
can make friends and even go on holiday 
together. The emphasis is on fun." 

The citation for the Queen's Anniversa¬ 
ry Prize reads: “This unique educational 
project is successfully addressing the need 
for more instrumental teachers in an im¬ 
aginative way and is a model for further 
schemes in this country and abroad. 

"It is also an outstanding example of 
community outreach, while offering 
young musicians the opportunity to 
receive a recognised teacher qualification 
studying at a top conservatoire." 


Russell Jenkins 
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meeting the challenge 


Applying the theory and practice of leading 
edge computing to the challenges of 
industry and the community. 


The University’s Department of Computing Science 
collaborates with a wide range of partners including 
Sun Microsystems: BT: Inner Working: Cadence: 
British School in Athens: Xilinx: Intel: Motorola: 
Reuters: National Film and Television School 
(CREATEC): Strathclyde Fire Brigade: Shell Research: 

Oxford University Press 
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For further information visit http/Avww.dcs.gla.ac.uk/ 
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P rojects focusing on 
healthcare, engineer¬ 
ing and the voluntary 
s»or have tamed 
yueen-s Anniversary prizes 

Of the University of Wales " 
The College of Medicine 

' ^SL ,ts P P* for “ clinical 
hrraictnrough that uses liehr 
to diagnose diseases more rap- 
jdly. Aids or hepatitis, for 
mstance, have taken days to 
detect because this involved 
complex tests relating to radio- 
acDve isotopes. Now, follow¬ 
ing 20 years of research ar the 
co Iege’s Department of Medi- 
■ cal Biochemistry, results can 
be processed in a matter of 
minutes — and obtained with¬ 
out using radioactivity. 

"We were keen to find an 
environmentally friendly alter¬ 
native that would be sufficient¬ 
ly sensitive to do the tests,” 
says Professor Tony Camp¬ 
bell. *We had been studying 
light-emitting jellyfish and we 
came up with the idea of devel¬ 
oping synthetic chemicals 
that like the fish, could flash a 
light or glow.” 

The result was chemi lumi¬ 
nescence. a technique 50 rimes 
more sensitive than the previ¬ 
ous radioactive tests. Patented 
by the College of Media ne, the 
technology attracted considera¬ 
ble international interest. 
American companies such as 
Chiron Diagnostics and Gen- 
probe were keen to develop 
and exploit the new science. 
And their involvement ens¬ 
ured that the college earned 
more income from intellectual 
property in 19% than any oth¬ 
er British university. 

Meanwhile, the University 
of Wales Swansea’s award¬ 
winning project trains post¬ 
graduate engineers to meet the 
specific needs of the steel, aero- 
engine and power industries. 

“In association with British 
Steel, we run a unique four- 
year doctorate degree that pre¬ 
pares students for top careers 
in the steel sector.” says Profes¬ 
sor Brian Wilshire. the head of 
Materials Engineering. 

“And in partnership with 



Professor Wilshire. right, head of the engineering department with student David Hayman 

Getting a grip 
on the future 


Rolls-Royce and the UK power 
industry, we operate a one- 
year research masters degree 
that is tailored to the require¬ 
ments of the aeroengine and 
electricity supply industries." 

Students receive £3,000 
from an industrial partner to 
undertake a research project 
selected by the company. In 
addition, they get Eb.500 stu¬ 
dentships front the initiative’s 
other backer, the Engineer¬ 
ing and Physical Sciences 
Research Council. 

On graduation, students are 
usually offered Cast-track man¬ 
agement careers by the part¬ 
ner companies: as well as tech¬ 
nical expertise, they get a thor¬ 
ough grounding in their target 
industry’s management fin¬ 
ance and investment needs. 

In addition to these full-time 
courses offered on campus, 
part-time research masters' 


degrees are offered to those 
already on staff at British 
Steel. Trainees have three 
years in which to fulfil all the 
technical and academic 
requirements of the full-time 
course. 

"Our aim is to provide the 
best-trained postgraduates 
and the best in-house training 
scheme for companies work¬ 
ing in materials engineering.” 
Professor Wilshire says. “We 
have a guaranteed quality 
standard that is assessed eve¬ 
ry six months, and our courses 
are constantly over-sub¬ 
scribed.” As well as the inter¬ 
est from students, engineering 
companies from continental 
Europe are keen to become 
industrial partners. And engi¬ 
neering organisations in 
South-East Asia warn to offer 
Swansea research masters' de¬ 
grees in Malaysia. 

New approaches to training 


have also earned an award for 
the University of Woles Lam¬ 
peter. where the focus is on 
training workers in the volun¬ 
tary sector — for the first time 
providing them with a recog¬ 
nised qualification. 

Two thousand volunteers 
and paid staff from voluntary 
organisations throughout the 
UK have enrolled in Lam¬ 
peter’S unique distance-learn¬ 
ing certificate course. 

“We cover a range of topics 
from problem-solving and de¬ 
rision-making to stress man¬ 
agement and group working.” 
says Carolyn Inglis, the course 
director. ‘The part-time course 
takes between 36 weeks and 
two years, depending on indi¬ 
vidual circumstances. And fin¬ 
ancial support is available to 
participants from the EU. vol¬ 
untary organisations and Lam¬ 
peter’s own bursary scheme." 

The certificate course can be 
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ISOs Rood Sixth Form College 
is proud to receive a Queen’s 
Ann iv ersary Prize for the vision 
and imagination midi which 
accommodation and fac i l it i es 
have been transformed in a 
£6 million project. 

77ie Prize recognises the 
partnerships and collaboration of 
many indiuidvais arid groups, 
resulting in the creation of a 
stimulating environment far 
academic work, the creative and 
performing arts and sport 

The College's Sports and Tennis 
Centre provides for a wide range 
of recreational activities and 
sports and is a national centre of 
excellence for cricket and tennis. 

Contact: 

Cotin A Gnxnhalgh OBE DL AM 
Principal, Hills Road Sixth Form College 
Cambridge CB2 2PE 
TeL 01223 247251 / r '\ 

Fax 01223 416979 

www.krsfr.demoTLco.uk wm mmiw 
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Solutions that 

add up 


The Isaac Newton Institute 
for Mathematical Sciences 
has show n how mathematics 
has a huge impact on the 
world. 

The University of 
Cambridge proudly salutes 
the mathematicians who 

have worked at the Institute 
solv ing problems of 
international significance. 

For information on how to 
support Cambridge 
tn aril cm a tics, contact rhe 
Isaac Newton Institute 
on 01223 335999 or 
h ttp: //ww"w.c m s. cam. a e. u k 
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Serving the needs of Industry 

VISION 2000: 

TRAINING PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS 


The University of Wales 
warmly congratulates 
its member institutions at 
Lampeter, Swansea and 
the College of Medicine 
jn Cardiff 

on the award of 
Queen’s Anniversary Pnzes. 
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The Queen’s Anniversary Prizes 
for Higher and Further Education 1998 

Department of Materials Engneering 


supplemented by a diploma 
and an advanced certificate. 
Together, these constitute the 
first year and pan of the sec¬ 
ond year of the BA degree in 
voluntary studies. The first vol¬ 
unteers will progress to the 
degree stage next year and are 
likely to graduate in four 
years. Academic qualifications 
are not demanded on entry, 
but potential students must 
have at least six months’ expe¬ 
rience in voluntary work. 

S ome of these volun¬ 
teers are unemployed, 
and they regard the 
course as a stepping 
stone to the world of paid emp¬ 
loyment. Others — about 30 
per cent—are paid profession¬ 
als working for voluntary org¬ 
anisations such as Victim Sup¬ 
port or charities for the home¬ 
less. “They join the course in 
order to be able to train their 
own volunteers later on” Caro* 
lyn Inglis explains. “We are 
keen to develop this training 
aspect and. funding permit¬ 
ting. we hope to establish cen¬ 
tres across Britain where staff 
trained by us can act as men¬ 
tors to volunteers in their area. 
With 23 million volunteers in 
Britain, we believe that there 
is considerable demand." 

She believes Lampeter’s ap¬ 
proach is a blueprint which 
could be emulated throughout 
the voluntary sector. “We pro¬ 
vide distance-learning packag¬ 
es for our students and all ass¬ 
ignments arc marked and ret¬ 
urned within five days.” Ms In¬ 
glis says. “We have a helpline 
that gives students direct ac¬ 
cess to their tutors.” 

Iola Smith 
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Don’t call us cranks 

N o one can have done . rn ri-h'.im - 1 working models designed by 
more than Professor • SCOTiANP • Peta Dunklcy. the unit’s asso- 

Sir Alfred Cusdiieri date director. These are the 


N o one can have done 
more than Professor 
Sir Alfred Cusdiieri 
io overcome the prejudices 
that once dismissed keyhole 
surgery as the work of cranks. 

Yet no one has done more io 
caution the medical profes¬ 
sion against using minimal- 
access techniques without 
thorough training and under¬ 
standing of its pioneering 
methods. 

The evidence of Professor 
Cuschieri’s commitment is 
found in his surgical 
skills unit, Europe’s 
first and pari of Dun¬ 
dee University's depart- _ - ' 
roent of surgery at fjm 
Ninewefls Hospital S0 
which has pioneered ||gf£ 
minimal-access tech- ■pi 
□iques and has won a jr ' 
Queen’s Anniversary pO 
Prize for die university, 

Heis its directorand 1^ 
head of surgery, and ■" l 
adopts the principle U—- 
“When in doubt Visit; 
don't”. But by the mil¬ 
lennium it is expected that 70 
per cent of aD surgery will be 
carried out this way. 

The essential difference bet¬ 
ween this and conventional 
surgery is the elimination of 
large wounds. A surgeon uses 
instruments requiring only a 
small incision, observing the 
operation through a telescope 
inserted in the patient and con¬ 
nected to a miniature televi¬ 
sion camera displaying the 
organs on a screen. 
Continuing improvements 


SCOTLAWP • 

in technology hare minimised 
damage (o die body, reduced 
pain and the likelihood of inf¬ 
ection and shortened the con¬ 
valescence period. Professor 
Cuschieri boasts: **A patient of 
mine had his operation on 
Monday and flew to Boston 
on business on Friday.” 

A technique he and a con¬ 
sultant radiologist Dr Grae¬ 
me Houston created, using 


Visual mid: a blind pupil t rains at Glasgow 


standard ultrasound scan¬ 
ning equipment, might even 
allow patients to go home 
within a day. A cancer patient 
who had eight tumours rem¬ 
oved from his liver was out of 
bed the next day eating a 
Scotch pie lunch. A conven¬ 
tional earlier operation left 
him in intensive care fora fort¬ 
night 

Surgical trainees are intro¬ 
duced to keyhole surgery with 


working models designed by 
Peta Dunklcy. the unit’s asso¬ 
ciate director. These are the 
dosest anyone has yet come to 
simulating a human body. 
They have skin, internal org¬ 
ans and blood vessels. 

For two years funding of 
£350,000 a year from the Scot¬ 
tish Office enabled specialist 
tutors to assist surgical train¬ 
ees to perform more then 
2,000 keyhole operations in 
major hospitals without maj¬ 
or complications. “The bene¬ 
fits are improved train- 
_ “T ing and standards, 
and more patients be¬ 
ing treated.” Professor 

f «-' Cuschieri says. “Re¬ 
grettably, the scheme 
no longer operates be¬ 
cause of lack of funds.” 

r Professor Malcolm 
Atkinson and his team 
in the computing sci¬ 
ence department at 
Glasgow University 

- are taking advantage 

;gow of dramatic advances 
in handling digital inf¬ 
ormation to produce new aids 
for teaching. 

The department, which has 
the highest research rating in 
the country 1 and is backed by a 
£600.000 gram, is commend¬ 
ed for applying world-class 
research “to "solve real world 
challenges". Its Revelation 
project employs many skills 
and uses virtual reality tech¬ 
nology to solve problems. 

.Alan Jenkins 


Quantel congratulates 




Bournemouth and Poole College 
of Art & Design on winning the 
Queen's Anniversary Prize. 

Quantel has supported the College of 
Art's Film School since it opened in 1978 
and wishes all its students continuing 


The University of Reading ™* flWflnl 

is proud qfitsfnvohiement in the reflects both 


Quantel Lid. tsnofcc Road. Newbuy. BorVsrac RGTM 2NE. England 
lei +44 fn >635 48222 Fax. +44(0)163531776 hcp/MvAYquarlDlctfn 


Globe Theatre 
Project 

bringing Shakespeare to life for 
millions around the world through 
research and internet technology 


the Ifnfverstty’s 


innovative 


excellence in 


teaching and 


research and its 


url: h ttptfwwwseadingjic. nkjglohe international 

anils delighted to receive the award of the reputation across 


Queen’s 
Anniversary Prize 


a wide rung: of 
disciplines 


The College welcomes 
the award of the 
Queen's Anniversary Prize 

We offer full-time anna In: 

flkstnrtton 

- . _ Costume for Screen i Stage - - 

Graphic Design 

I nt e g r ate d 3D Design 
Rim S Animation Production 
Photography 

Model making tor Detign a Media 
Hne Art 

For the foflewing awards BA (Honours). Professional Development D^jkxrvas, 
Higher National Diplomas and Foundation Studies in Art ft Design . 

For details contact Student Admissions on 
0120230225 

The CoSege has received apprwal from 
the Secretary of State for a change In name to: 


Mrs gueSayoov rfSeafejg, 



UNIVERSITY OF WALES * 
COLLEGE OF MEDICINE i 


The University of Wales College of 
Medicine is proud to receive a Queen’s 
Anniversary Prize and we are delighted 
to congratulate all those involved in 
developing the chemiluminescence 
technology, both our own staff and our 
industrial partners. 

Che milumin escence - the light energy 
produced from certain chemical 
reactions - has been successfully 
harnessed as a tool in high sensitivity 
diagnostic test methods and is now in 
use in clinical laboratories all over the 
world. 

The Prize is welcome recognition of the 
College’s continued ability to translate 
good basic research into exploitable 
technology which promotes the health 
and well being of people in Wales, the 
UK and throughout the world. 

Professorlan R. Cameron 
Provost and Vice-Chancellor 
University of Wales College of 
Medicine . I 

Heath Park , 

Cardiff 1 

CF44XN 


UNIVERSITY OF 
WALES 
LAMPETER 



PRIPYSGOL 
CYMRU_ 

LLANBBOB PONTSTSFEAN 


The University of Wales, Lampeter 
is proud to receive a 
Queen's Anniversary Prize 
in recognition of its innovative 
distance learning course 

Certificate in Interpersonal Skills for 
Volunteers 

The course is the core of a developing p rogr amm e which 
provides accredited courses for volunteers and paid 
professionals who work within a caring env ir o nm ent in the 
vohmtgy sector and inc lu des 

Advanced Certificate in Client-Based 
Voluntary Practice 

Certificate in Higher Education 
(Voluntary Sector Studies) 

The Diploma in Higher Education is currently being 
developed with the full pro gramm e leading to a 
BA in Voluntary Sector Studies fay distance learning, 
due to be launched in 1999 

The University congratulates all those involved in the 
Personal Development Unit 
for britijgmg such a prestigious award to the University 

Professor Keith Robbins, 

Vice-C hancello r of the Univer£ty of Wales, Lampeter, 
and the Staff of the Personal Development Unit 
would like to thank their 
distance learning students past and present 
and also the many voluntary organisations who 
bavesnpported ns ami helped tontake the Queen's 
Anniversary Prize possible 

The Personal Development Unit 
University of Wales, Lampeter, 

Ceredigion SA48 7ED 

Tct 01570 424785/422809 Fax: 01570422809 
EMail: C.faghs@lamp.ac.uk 

■ http://wwwJamp3c.uk/pdu/ 
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Will gets 
on the Web 


T wo British universi¬ 
ties have been award¬ 
ed Queen’s Anniver¬ 
sary Prizes for mak¬ 
ing important literary and his¬ 
torical texts available to an 
international audience and for 
bringing Shakespeare to life 
for people around the world. 

The University of Reading's 
Renaissance Texts Research 
Centre has played a leading 
role m helping to recreate Lon¬ 
don's Globe Theatre and in 
transforming the playhouse 
into an international educa¬ 
tional resource. 

The University of Sheffield's 
Humanities Research Insti¬ 
tute. meanwhile, publishes 
definitive elec¬ 
tronic editions of 
major literary 
texts, historical ' A,,T4 

manuscripts the host 
and contempo- site m 
rary archives. 

Reading Uni¬ 
versity has creat¬ 
ed a Globe Thea¬ 
tre website, with 
a virtual reality 
tour of the play¬ 
house, which is 
now being visit¬ 
ed by some 23 
million people a —- 

year — from - 

schoolteachers Millions j 
in New Zealand Reading’s ( 
to high school 
students in Alabama. The 
400-page site also includes re¬ 
ports on early performances of 
the plays, sections on music 
and clothing and information 
about Elizabethan theatres 
and the reconstruction pro¬ 
gramme. 

Professor Cedric Brown, the 
head of the university's Eng¬ 
lish department says: The 
comprehensiveness and vivid¬ 
ness of the resources on the 
website mate the experience 
of visiting the reconstructed 
theatre very exciting and reaL" 
The university also provides 
scholarly direction for dramat¬ 
ic explorations of the way in 
which the plays of the period 
were staged. Academic analy¬ 
sis of this work is changing 
our ideas about how they 
would have been originally 
played at the Globe. 

At Sheffield, the Humani¬ 
ties Research Institute is using 


t ANTAIT IC&t. 

» 

THE HOST ASTONISHING 

SITE in LONDON 


Millions have visited 
Reading’s Globe website 


new technologies including 
CD-ROtns and the Web to pub¬ 
lish works as diverse as the 
Dead Sea Scrolls, Chaucerian 
manuscripts. 17th-century cor¬ 
respondence. 19th and 20th- 
century literary texts and the 
National Fairground Archive. 

Computer analysis tech¬ 
niques developed in evolution¬ 
ary biology are being used to 
compare similarities and dif¬ 
ferences in the 80 manuscripts 
and four early printed ver¬ 
sions of Chaucers The Canter¬ 
bury Tales. A new definitive 
edition of John Fence's Acts and 
Monuments of , 
the English Mar- 
» tyrs is being pub- 

r 1 c & 1 . fished with fac- 

TONI1H1NQ simile images, j 
o N D o N The volumi- 
?=*» nous c o r r espond- | 

ence of Samuel 
Haitlib, a 17th- | 
century thinker 
and man of so- | 
ence who set out 
to record all hu¬ 
man knowledge 
and make it uni- 
versally available, 
Zm- is being published 

- electronically. 

ve visited Critical elec- 
abe website tronic editions of 
the major novels 
of the 19th-century Spanish 
writer Perez Galcfos and the 
20th-century French writer An¬ 
dre Gide are in preparation. 

Professor David Luscombe, 
FBA. Leverhulme Personal Re¬ 
search Professor in Medieval 
History at the University of 
Sheffield and chair of the 
Humanities Research Insti¬ 
tute, says the institute provid¬ 
ed an umbrella for the differ¬ 
ent projects. They learnt from 
each other how best to pursue 
research in a collective, inter¬ 
disciplinary and supportive en¬ 
vironment and how to adopt 
the most appropriate technolo¬ 
gies to suit their needs. 

This collaborative app¬ 
roach. he says, is still unusual 
in the humanities, but its suc¬ 
cess is attracting increasing 
interest from scholars around 
the world. 

Simon Midgley 



Preparing for the future: students can train in practical as well as management skills 

How to dish up 
five-star quality 

T he Birmingham Col¬ 
lege of Food. Tour¬ 
ism and Creative courses, which range from 

Studies has become their qualifications. The insti- NVQs right through to mas- 


T he Birmingham Col¬ 
lege of Food. Tour¬ 
ism and Creative 
Studies has become 
a renowned centre of excel¬ 
lence that produces future 
managers and skilled staff for 
the growing hospitality and 
tourism industries in the UK 
and overseas. Now its innova¬ 
tive approach has won it a 
Queen's Anniversary Prue. 

Its graduates have a good 
success rate in finding careers 
in hotels, pubs, restaurants, 
theme parks, travel and holi¬ 
day companies, and visitor 
and conference centres. 

Paul Simpson, the vice-prin¬ 
cipal for curriculum and quali¬ 
ty development, says: “Hospi¬ 
tality and tourism are increas¬ 
ingly important economic act¬ 
ivities that demand a new gen¬ 
eration of staff equipped with 
superb technical and business 
management skills.” 

About two thirds of the col¬ 
lege's 6,000 students are eng¬ 
aged in hospitality and tour¬ 
ism studies, and indude peo¬ 
ple who are retraining to boost 




their qualifications. The insti¬ 
tution places great emphasis 
on maintaining dose links 
with companies operating in 
both industries to ensure that 
its staff and students gain expe¬ 
rience in the commercial 
world and keep abreast of 
modern developments. 

There are more than 1,500 
student work placements eve¬ 
ry year. Students often work in 
hotels and for travel firms at 
Mediterranean and other over¬ 
seas resorts, and several were 
employed at the last Olympic 
Games in Barcelona. 

The college has about 250 
foreign students, many from 
Hong Kong and mainland 
China, where the Birming¬ 
ham curriculum is highly reg¬ 
arded. Staff are also working 
in the Maldives to equip local 
people with the stalls they 
need to work in the tourism 
and leisure industries there. 

Mr Simpson says the col¬ 
lege strives to be at the leading 


edge of developments in hospi¬ 
tality and tourism through its 
courses, which range from 
NVQs right through to mas¬ 
ters programmes. It has the 
UK's first degree course in 
adventure tourism to produce 
graduates for roles Ln the grow¬ 
ing market for activity holi¬ 
days. Its degrees also include 
ones in hospitality business 
management and licensed 
retail management. “Our 
courses serve industries that 
have high customer expecta¬ 
tions, so there is always a 
demand for highly skilled 
graduates,” says Mr Simpson. 

Birmingham College's state- 
of-the-art learning facilities 
embrace five restaurants, two 
bakeries, a patisserie and a 
pastry shop that are all open to 
toe public Students have 
access to a fitness centre, a visi¬ 
tor information bureau and an 
outdoor pursuits centre. 

The college also offers cours¬ 
es in childcare and hairdress¬ 
ing and beauty therapy. 

Craig Seton 
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Cut above the rest 

W h«™.raRriri*h i - ■ - 551 work. For-instance, a health 

™ overseas, it’s I ■ l!_I ^ 



W herever a British 
film is being 
made in the UK 
or overseas, it’s 
likely that the production team 
will include at least one former 
student of the film school at 
Bournemouth & Pdole College 
of Art and Design. 

The influential role the 
school has played in the resur¬ 
gent British film industry and 
its international reputation for 
innovative and creative educa¬ 
tion and training is highly 
praised in the Queen's Anni¬ 
versary Prizes. 

Most of the school's 200 stu¬ 
dents are engaged in film, ani¬ 
mation and audio-visual stud¬ 
ies. They are involved in mak¬ 
ing about 75 films, videos and 
animated productions each 
year, many of which are broad¬ 
cast to audiences worldwide. 

They include high-profile 
film drama, documentaries, 
commercials, news pro¬ 
grammes, chat and game 
shows and corporate features. 

Students gain invaluable be- 
hind-the-camera experience of 
production processes, includ¬ 
ing script-writing, casting, art 
direction, camera and light¬ 
ing, sound continuity, post-pro¬ 
duction and distribution. 

Stuart Bartholomew, the col¬ 
lege’s principal and chief exec¬ 
utive. says there is a high 


8 * $ 
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Charles Dance a keen 
supporter of the film school 

demand for the school's gradu¬ 
ates from the film, television 
and related industries. There 
are more than 1,000 applica¬ 
tions for the 32 film production 
and 18 animation places avail¬ 
able each year. 

Among its former students 
are Simon Beaufoy, who wrote 
the . Oscar-nominated script 
for The Full Monty, and Dav¬ 
id Evans, who directed Fever 
Pitch. Both these British films 
have been box-office successes. 

As each of the school's pro¬ 
ductions cost an average of 
£5,000 it is important to find 
commercial outlets for the 


work. For -instance, a health 
and safety film it made for 
Somerset County Council is 
now being bought by other 
local authorities. 

The school achieved its first 
BAFTA nomination far a stu¬ 
dent's work in 1985 and since 
then it has received honours 
and awards at film festivals 
around the worid- 

A one-year postgraduate 
programme in feature film- 
making. in its first year, is 
now attracting significant pri¬ 
vate investment from people 
in the film industry. 

The programme plans to 
produce about a dozen 
90-minute feature films foT 
independent distribution over 
the next five years, each cost¬ 
ing about £250,000; the first 
three have already been sold.. 

The school operates to rigor¬ 
ous professional standards. 
Mr Bartholomew says: “ft is 
not for the starry-eyed. It can 
involve very hard, unglamor- 
ous work ... standing in the 
pouring rain waiting for a 
shoot is very testing.” 

He is delighted with the 
prize, adding: “ft reflects the 
growing recognition that Brit¬ 
ish art design and media col¬ 
leges punch way above their 
weight” 

Craig Seton 


Designers in demand 


THE British fashion design¬ 
ers who head the renowned 
French haute couture houses 
of Dior. ChJo6 and Givenchy are all former 
graduates of Central St Martin College of Art 
and Design ac the London Institute; which is 
cited in the Queen's Anniversary Prizes for its 
enviable reputation in the international fash¬ 
ion industry. 

Until recently, no British designer had ever 
been at the helm of a French fashion house: 
now Stella McCartney, daughter of the 
former Be ade. Sir Paul McCartney, is head 
designer at Chloe, Alexander McQueen is at 
Givenchy and John Galliano is at Dior. 

The trio, whose talents are lauded through¬ 
out the fashion world, all studied at Central 
St Martin; which is acknowledged in the 
awards for the outstandingly creative design¬ 
ers it supplies to the fashion industry. 

Other graduates include Bruce Oldfield. 
Bill Gibb and Katherine Hamnett. “Our list 
reads like a Who's Who of the international 
fashion industry.” says Michael Benson, mar¬ 
keting director of the London Institute. 


Central St Martin, with 
3,000 students, is one of five 
colleges that make up the 
institute. Mr Benson says the college sets the 
trends that are followed around the world. 

He believes the foundation for its achieve¬ 
ments was established in the Seventies with 
the development of courses that aimed to 
equip students with a range of technical des¬ 
ign skills that helped their creativity to blos¬ 
som. At the same time, students were sent out 
to work in the fashion indusby to leam com¬ 
mercial skills. New courses were also 
launched to broaden the scope of the college's 
fashion studies, including fashion journal¬ 
ism, production, retailing and marketing. 

Today, its degree and postgraduate diplo¬ 
ma courses are in high demand: last year 
there were M03 applications for 174 places. 
Its students are invited to show their collec¬ 
tions as part of London Fashion Week and 
they have tittle difficulty finding placements 
with leading fashion houses. 

Craig Seton 



achieve this 


award you need 
skill, imagination, 
dedication and 
a little steel. 


Tbs superb work efthe Department of Mfitersis =ngi 
Swansea receives a '.ve!;-G3.-nc-ti reward. Our reward is. the 
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Royal Holloway 
University of London 

Information Security Group 

A Queers Anniversary Prise winner 192 H 

"This pioneering Group provides a unique national resource 
for the training of information security specialists and the development 
of systems for high electronic security. It offers world-leading independent expertise 
in a field of crucial importance where trust and integrity are paramount ” 

Queen’s Prize citation 

The Information Security Group (ISG) at Royal Holloway, 
led by Professor Fred Piper, in partnership with 
Hewlett Packard, Vodafone and Zergo: 

- a unique national resource - 
• a model collaboration between industry and academia • 
expertise in communications security with the Vodafone Chair in Telecommunications 
• pioneering high-level education in response to industry demands * 

* PhD, MSc, Diploma (with Zergo) programmes * 

• world-leading expertise in the most sensitive aspects of electronic commerce » 

* serving a wide range of industry needs in finance, telecommunications, 
healthcare, defence - with a range of technological solutions including smart cards 
system security, electronic commerce, cryptographic algorithms - 







ZERGO 


WJIS | HEWLETT* 
WSCM PACKARD 


‘training the Information Security s^eciuI^T? o ' ,r™~- v 

TOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT ED HUGHES. RESEARCH. ENTERPRISE AND EXTERNAL RRMOuV 
TEL: 01784 443844 FAfc01784 436358 E-MAIL e.I-hughes^rhbnc.acuk 
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Meeting and greeting on behalf of business ihe Frontline Service team of Mid-Kent College 


Listen, be flexible 
— then deliver 


P ioneering work by two further education 
colleges in developing imaginative pro¬ 
grammes to meet the training needs of 
young people and adults has been recognised in 
the award of Queen’s Anniversary Prizes. 
Simon Xfidgley writes. 

Plymouth College of Further Education has 
built a network of more than 40 urban and rural 
outreach centres offering adults training in ba¬ 
sic employment skills and opportunities for life¬ 
long learning. Mid-Kent CbUege of Higher and 
Further Education, car the other hand, has devel¬ 
oped a service to industry, business and local 
government whereby students being trained in 
customer service skills meet and greet visitors to 
exhibitions and other events. 

The main focus for the Plymouth College out¬ 
reach programme is to provide training at plac¬ 
es and times convenient to the adult learner. 

In the far Southwest of England long distan¬ 
ces make it difficult for a scattered rural popula¬ 
tion to attend training in traditional colleges 
and in deprived inner-city areas training and ed¬ 
ucation is often viewed with suspicion. 

The idea was to develop a training network of 
outreach centres and teaching materials that 
would enable people in these areas to benefit 
from education and training. These centres are 
linked to the college's open aooess centre in Dev- 
onport by video/modem so that students receive 
online distance tuition from college tutors. The 
first courses were in information technology but 
engineering, manufacturing, management and 
language training are now included- The 
scheme involves initial counselling and induc¬ 
tion in the outreach centres, high-quality train¬ 
ing materials and on-demand tutorial support. 
Andy Leal, the college’s head of Open and 


Flexible Learning, says: ‘The key to success was 
that we listened to our customers. They wanted 
training when they wanted it where they want¬ 
ed it. When we started thar was impossible, but 
by developing innovative methods of delivery 
and creating our own materials we can now de¬ 
liver training throughout the far Southwest” 

At Mid-Kent College the Frontline Service 
team gives practical experience to students 
studying for NVQs in customer service by ena¬ 
bling them to work as meeters and greeters at 
events such as the opening of the Channel tun¬ 
nel and the Kent County Show. The service, 
now run on a semi-commercial basis, was bom 
after the college realised that local business 
needed help in running events. Originally only 
six students offered die service; this year 60 
were involved. Frontliners wear a blue uniform 
with white gloves and undergo a personal devel¬ 
opment programme as pan of their training. 
The latter includes elocution, deportment, im¬ 
age consultancy and specialised training to 
make them aware of the needs of deaf people. 
They also get a chance to lam a language. 

Irene Davies, the director of business develop¬ 
ment at Mid-Kent, says: “The service is becom¬ 
ing increasingly popular. The students are pro¬ 
fessional and have a high reputation. 

‘Tourism is a big industry in Kent We need 
high standards of training in customer care. 
This work is innovative in terms of work experi¬ 
ence. The students are doing live work experi¬ 
ence out in die field and are being recognised 
for their professionalism in an area that Britain 
is keen to develop to support the economy." 
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Well-schooled in the 
art of persuasion 


T he success of two of 
the country’s leading 
sftth-ftwn colleges in 
improving the quality 
of their stikSerits’ educational 
experience .has* been recog¬ 
nised in the Queen's Anniver¬ 
sary Prizes. 

Hills Road Sixth Form Col¬ 
lege in Cambridge has been re¬ 
warded for the imaginative 
way m which it has trans¬ 
formed its cuy campus into a 
stateof-thc-ah teaching and 
learning environment ready 
for the millennium. 

Godaiming College in Sur¬ 
rey has enhanced the educa¬ 
tion of ns chemistry, physics, 
and design and technology stu¬ 
dents by engatgitig them in 
high-level research at the fron¬ 
tiers of their disciplines. 

Five years ago, the Hills 
Road cainptetad only a shab¬ 
by collection of old-fashioned 
buildings, poor sports facili¬ 
ties and a score of mobile class¬ 
rooms, Tbday there is a spank- 
ing new sports and tennis cen¬ 
tre. a new classroom block, 
four open-access computer re¬ 
source areas, a new recital 


hall music teaching and prac¬ 
tice rooms, new an and design 
facilities and a bigger library 
and resource centre. 

The school persuaded the 
National Sports Lottery Fund 
to award it £739,000 for its 
new sports hall. And the Lawn 
Tennis Association granted it 
£350,000 to create a national 
centre of tennis excellence in 
Cambridge. 

This was supplemented by 
£350.000 from the Cambridge¬ 
shire Lawn Tennis Associa¬ 
tion. £245.000 from the city 
council and E100.000 from the 
Foundation for Sport and the 
Arts. After adding £12 million 
it persuaded the Further Edu¬ 
cation Funding Council to con¬ 
tribute £3 million more, bring¬ 
ing its total redevelopment 
funds to E6 million. 

Colin Greenhalgh, the prin¬ 
cipal. says: “We have a very 
popular college with a tremen¬ 
dous academic reputation. We 
owed it to our high-calibre 
staff and srudems to provide fa¬ 


cilities of the quality that they 
deserve. 

“I think we were singled out 
because they said that to do 
this £6 million programme — 
one-and-a-half times our annu¬ 
al budget—is pretty remarka¬ 
ble without plunging the col¬ 
lege deeply into debt. Now, as 
we go into the millennium, we 
think that we are in as good a 
position as any college in the 
country." 

At Godaiming College. 16 to 
19-year-old students are in¬ 
volved in pioneering research 
into molecular chemistry, ro¬ 
botic research and satellite 
technology. To help them, the 
college has established links 
with Sussex and Surrey univer¬ 
sities and with industry. 

In chemistry Godaiming’s 
students are conducting re¬ 
search into “buckyballs”, foot¬ 
ball-shaped carbon molecules 
that were discovered only in 
the late 19S0s. In physics ttay 
have designed rwo insed-in- 
spired robots to work in inac¬ 


cessible places, and in design 
and technology students have 
designed and built a mecha¬ 
nism for raising antennae on 
satellites. 

Linda Le Versha, the vice- 
principal of Godalming Col¬ 
lege. says: ‘Through this 
project we have been able to 
give our smdents the confi¬ 
dence to work in unfamiliar 
territory. They have not only 
been able to experience the in¬ 
tellectual challenge and crea¬ 
tive stimulus of operating in a 
research-orientated environ¬ 
ment. but they have also broad¬ 
ened their theoretical and tech¬ 
nical skills, and they under¬ 
stand the costing, practical ap¬ 
plication and marketing of sci¬ 
entific developments.” 

The Queen’s .Anniversary' 
Prize is an acknowledgement 
of how the college has en¬ 
riched its science teaching by 
introducing students to the ex¬ 
citement of exploring new fron¬ 
tiers in research and to the 
practical applications of sci¬ 
ence and technology. 

Simon Midgley 


Keys to software security 


T hfc communications 
revolution brought its 
own'problems as well 
as benefits ^ not least a threat 
to ConfidentiaSty. The activi¬ 
ties of “hacfcenr exposed how 
computer secrets edn reach 
the wrong hands. 

- Experts in' the'Information 
Security Groupnt Royal Hol¬ 
loway, U niv er s i t y of London, 
helped to traSn these responsi¬ 
ble for national security or 
safeguarding our industry 
and commerce. The 1SG acts 
as security adviser to many 
government and cottmfcmal 
organisations and collabo¬ 
rates with security specialists 
in iridustty-and commerce. It 
regdlariyassesses the effect of 
codes risedl to enctypf-electron¬ 
ic messages and determines 
ways to ensure that sddi mes¬ 
sages are genuine and the 
sender^ authentic. 

Now a wfcH-establBhed and 


highly regarded doctorate pro¬ 
gramme has been supplement¬ 
ed by MSc and diploma cours¬ 
es. The 1SG has worked for 
more than ten years with 
Hewlett-Packard, which spon¬ 
sors a research assistant work¬ 
ing on smartcards. has 
equipped a laboratory for the 
purpose and sponsors an ann¬ 


ual one-day colloquium at the 
college. Vodafone also recent¬ 
ly established a part-time 
Chair of Communications. 

Other recent projects have 
included assessments of an 
encrypting process for the 
National Health Service to 
protect medical records, anoth¬ 
er for the European Telecom¬ 


munications Standards Insti¬ 
tute and the design of a new 
cryptography system for the 
Ministry of Defence. The 
Queen’s Anniversary Prize ci¬ 
tation says the group “offers 
world-leading, independent 
expertise” 

John Young 


Students enter world of export 


TECHNOLOGY teaching in schools used to be 
handicapped by the high cost of physical materi¬ 
als, electrical components and manufacturing 
equipment, John Young writes. 

Middlesex University’s Technology Educa¬ 
tion Centre was set up 15 years ago. with an 
£11.000 grant from the Manpower Services 
Commission, to try to bring schools and colleg¬ 
es closer to industry. The centre's first step was 
to buy a range of teaching materials that would 
be available to students at cost. Professor John 
Cave, who led the project, quickly realised that 
many items could be made on the spot, utilising 
previously little-used machinery. “Industrial- 



grade machinery was being switched on only 
once a year for a student demonstration class,” 
he recalls. “We put it to use in making items for 
a ‘consumables bank 1 .’’ 

Before long, two injection-moulders manufac¬ 
turing plastic trolley and gear wheels were 
working around the dock. Today the centre can 
provide more than 150 products and its "custom¬ 
ers" indude more than half of Britain’s second¬ 
ary schools. It also exports products— and has 
won a Queen’s Anniversary Prize. 


Professor Keith Moffatt 
director of the Institute 

Numbers 

winners 


EVER SINCE Archimedes 
leapt out of his bath, claiming 
to have "discovered” Ihe fairly 
obvious prindple of displace¬ 
ment (chap gets into bath, 
takes up space, water level ris¬ 
es) mathematicians have ac¬ 
quired a reputation for flashes 
of enlightenment. John 
Young writes. Pythagoras was 
similarly smitten by the fact 
that the square on the hypote¬ 
nuse of a right-angled triangle 
equalled the sum of the 
squares on the other two 
sides. 

The possibility of inspira¬ 
tion occurring at the most un¬ 
likely moments explains why 
blackboards and chalk have 
been installed in the lifts and 
even the lavatories of the 
Isaac Newton Institute for 
Mathematical Sdences at 
Cambridge University. No 
doubt if Newton had a black¬ 
board handy when the apple 
fell on his head, he would 
have covered it with several 
lines of algebraic symbols. 

The Institute was founded 
in 1992 to promote the applica¬ 
tion of mathematical research 
to help to solve practical prob¬ 
lems in science, engineering, 
technology, medicine and 
commerce. Examples of its 
work include the study of dis¬ 
ease outbreaks and the likeli¬ 
hood of their developing into 
epidemics: the modelling of 
plankton, on which the ma¬ 
rine food chain and the fish¬ 
ing industry depend; the provi¬ 
sion of more reliable weather 
forecasting, and the monitor¬ 
ing of global warming. 

The Queen’s Anniversary 
Prize citation states that the in¬ 
stitute “has made a huge im¬ 
pact in establishing the rele¬ 
vance of mathematics to a 
wide range of problems of 
acute public concern". 



PARTNER WITH THE 



Award winning packages cwiently 
used by ever 80 colleges are 
available now from Staatey Thornes. 

GHttefc CBstwrarSerrices lepartnat 
01242 228888 

Bffitib ES8nrkx@ttsraeLcaj* 

Coming soon: 

Jbnrf ■iung tateraefive packages avabUa 

vtatkefatmeL 

Mam rotated to assist nfeSnii 

Csalaet lady tat 01752 385878 
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These prafraames meet Iff! rajikauKats, are ■ 
prafflaUe and add ndae to ysar prtMto. 

Hake the difference ta your tettetiM. 

Pfynaath Cellego of Farther Edncatraa 

Malting the Difference 
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Plymouth 
College of 
Further 
Education 

Kings Road 
Devonport 
Plymouth 
PL1 5QG 
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A sfecond Queen's Anniversary 
Pilate for the University of Exeter 

Hie week into paediatric exercise science being conducted by the 
Qiikbcn's’Htealth and Exercise Research Centre farms a key 
activity af the UrfyertSty's School of Postgraduate Medicine and 
Health Sciences. This is the second time the School's work has 
’attracted a (Juan’s Anniversary Prize. It also featured in the last 
round of awards in 1996 foe ib work in cfinical micro vascular 
researrfu Cofllabrtratrve ribearch programmes which bring together 
these tw« tmftfu© areas of ejfperfee are currently being developed. 

1M School Is looking to further enhance its international research 
. reputation m areas including: 

. t’i ^ 

• FaecSuttrieexehaaescienee 
- Vasod/tr mcrimrie 

. Molecular genetics 

■" Cell tSo&jgy ■* 

• Cotnuidnily health sdenoes and health services research 

• Tha School of Postgraduate Medicine and Health Sciences 
wefcoines applications from postdoctoral and/or postgraduate 
. veseardtens keen tzrwode in these areas. It also welcomes ' 

applications tat ib extensive range of taught programmes. 

For ftuthtr infdrmation about die School, its research and 
teddfri&can 01392 403006. Alternatively you can access its 
toe&ske ah http://wwwxxac.uk/pgnis/ 


We’re proud to receive one of The Queen’s 
Prizes for Higher and Further Education 

(Just as we were 

Middlesex University is honoured to receive a second 
Queens Anniversary Prize in recognition of the work of the 
universitys Technology Education Centre. 

Yer more evidence that we have fast become Londons 
most popular and most innovative uni vers it)’. 

Popular 

For at least the past four years more foil-time UK under¬ 
graduates have chosen to apply to Middlesex University 
than any other university in London.* 

Innovative 

In 1980 we offered the first part-time MBA in London 
and recent course innovations include veterinary nursing 
and herbal medicine. Our first Queens Prize in 1996 was 
for pioneering development in work based learning. 

Todays announcement, in recognition of innovation in 
Technology education, makes us one of only a handful of 
institutions to have been awarded two Queens Anniversary 
Prizes for Higher and Further Education. 
for more information call 0181362 50(H). 


for 1998. 

in 1996.) 
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for Further and Higher Education 1998 

Nominated scheme: Junior Strings Projec t_ 

A prize^tnnlng Institution for pn**mnin9 studente! 





'wWw-rftcni.... 

* be a major sponsor oMte ^CM 

sar igiia mxip 

the Junior Strings --MwnM auo.com 
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the Junior Strings 
Project 



GODALMING 
COLLEGE 

Excellent exfefhlnatioa results 

Wide choice of A A/S, 

GNVt? addfJVQ fourees 

individual devefepment, 
support anti guidance - 

Extensive'student 

1 -J 

activities prtgrarairw 

O Adtdt and jJndfoutliiial 

dewdop to o M4 p r »gVaiaie ' 

KVSSTUetNMMlE - ^ 1 : 

Quality Education in i TthpWd« 0l48> 423626 

Supportive Environment Emftfl; 



THE UNIVERSITY OF SHEFFIELD 



The University of Sheffield is proud 

to have been awarded a 

Queen's Anniversary Prize 

for the work of rts 

Humanities Research Institute 

For further information on the Institute, please contact 
Professor Normari Blake, Director of Research, 
Humanities Research Institute, University of Sheffield. 

e-mall: n.f.blake@shaffield.ac.uk 
Website: htlp^/www.sftef.ac.ul0jru‘^^ 



For more details of the Frontline Service, 
contact Irene Davies, Director of Business 
Development on 016Z2 691555, e-mail: 
irene.d3vies@midkenLac.uk 


mid Kent 

COLLEGE 
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PROVIDING pure water and 
safe sanitation for the world’s 
poorest people has been die 
aim of numerous conferences 
and resolutions for years, 
John Young writes. But 
progress on the ground has 
too often been hampered by 
corruption or ineffiriency, 
wan and natural disasters. In 
this situation, the practical ex¬ 
pertise of the Institute of Dev¬ 
elopment Engineering at 
Loughborough University has 
won admiration worldwide 
Over a quarter of a century 
It has provided teaching, re¬ 
search and consultancy in 
more than 65 countries. Since 
1981 it has undertaken some 
90 projects researching tech¬ 
nologies and management sys¬ 
tems appropriate to the needs 
of urban and rural popular 
dons in developing countries. 

ft also applied its research 
to providing emergency relict 
and was selected by relief 
orga nisati ons to assist refugee 
crises m Honduras. Sudan. 
Rwanda and Zaire, and 
among the Kurds after the 
Gulf War. Worldwide. 30.000 
children die every day, a third 
of them from diseases due to 
unhygienic practices. 

In the citation for this years 
Queen’s Anniversary Prize, 
the Water. Engineering and 
Development Centre, which 
forms the core of the institute, 
is commended for its ‘‘out¬ 
standing support" for 
developing countries. The cita¬ 
tion adds that its "‘partner- 



Splashing out Loughborough graduate Misford Mlkuwa 

Adding a real 
sparkle to life 


ships with universities, aid 
agencies, governments and 
aon-govemmental organisa¬ 
tions transcend academic, 
institutional and cultural 
boundaries in pursuit of 
improving quality of life for 
those most in need". 

Mr M. Z. Karim, Unicefs 
chief of water and environ¬ 
mental sanitation in Kenya, 
says “Professionals who are 


working to provide safe water 
and adequate sanitation find 
the quality of education in 
Loughborough University 
very helpful in improving acc¬ 
ess to basic services to reduce 
these unnecessary deaths.” 

The centre has many 
research students in Britain 
and working abroad and 
employs staff on research and 
consultancy contracts. 


Congratulations to the Birmingham College of Food, 
Tourism and Creative studies. 

An excellent college achieving excellent results for the 
tourism, hospitality and leisure industry. 


arcadianXhotels 

Distin c t ly\D i Jje rent 


* * ■» 


Congratulations to the 
Birmingham Coliege of Food, 
Tourism and Creative Studies 
on achieving the Queen's Anniversary Prize 




HOICE HOTELS 

EUROPE 


From Tony Potter-Chief Executive, Choice Hotels Europe_ 

In the early days in the seventies, the Birmingham College of Food, 
Tourism and Creative Studies was on its then new site and there 
was an air of excitement and of breaking new ground in 
hospitality, ft was a time of learning, friendship and fun .... 
they have achieved so much, and I send them my heartfelt 
congratulations in being awarded The Queens Anniversary 1998 prize. 
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Whg Award - 
Outstanding College 
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Jhc College Corporation- would Like to thank 

*• „ .’ V‘> *' ’ a 

\fhe students dlnd.staff of the College, together 
industri/il and academic 

’■ H ‘' f ' '• • Vy-'VV'*•;T -V-' 

support in achieving the 

Queen’s Anniversary Prize . 

‘ . . 

Already t&4 hesf bf&spjllgetting better! 
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lor Hiqhei ami Further Education 


Brains that 
put industry 

into top gear 


F or two decades, Urnist 
has pioneered adv¬ 
anced degree courses 
in collaboration with 
industry that produce gifted 
engineers with a muscular ap¬ 
proach to the problems of man¬ 
aging a commercial business. 

The sprawl of laboratories, 
offices and lecture theatres 
that make up the University of 
Manchester Institute of Sci¬ 
ence and Technology based 
near Piccadilly in Manches¬ 
ter's dty centre, is no academic 
ivory tower. Graduates who 
have emerged with honours 
through the collaborative mas¬ 
ters and doctorate schemes are 
now leading British industry 
through top jobs in major com¬ 
panies. 

The courses are designed to 
engage students in 
a wide range of 
thought-provoking 6 TJ 
business and tech- u 

meal problems ■, 

faced by manufac- gTRO 

curing and engi¬ 
neering organisa- orp H 

tions. In short they 
have got to keep an , i 
eye on the bottom IcCfll 
line. 

Clive Rowland. j- 

the managing direc¬ 
tor of Umist Ven- . . 

tores, the college* XOp _ 

resources, market- _______ 

ing and technology 
transfer arm. said: “Umist has 
been pioneering these adv¬ 
anced degree courses for indus¬ 
try for a very long time now — 
going back 20 years. We have 
carried on innovating since 
thep. 

“They are high-quality de¬ 
grees emphasising engineer¬ 
ing management There is a 
strong element of making engi¬ 
neering very much a part of 
management Key to these 
courses is that students leave 
with an MBA or advanced 
management certificate as 
part of their engineering and 
applied science training. It is 
‘whole person’ training. 

“Students spend a large 
amount of their time with 
sponsoring companies. All the 


Umist 
graduates 
are driving 
technology 
in many 
top jobs 5 


Manchester is 
producing a new 
breed of brilliant 
engineers, writes 

Russell Je nkins 

time they are tested to a high 
level to ensure the quality of 
what they are doing has not 
been prohibited by the indus¬ 
try-relevant work they do.” 

More Chan 90 per cent of 
graduates from Umist* adv¬ 
anced courses are snapped up 
by industry as they walk out of 
Che college. 

Professor Ray Leonard, 
director of the Total Technolo¬ 
gy programme, 
says: “The award is 
ITSt f° r collaborative 
u ‘ ov programmes, the 
. key element of 
lates which is working 
with UK industry 
iving trying to provide 
6 the new generation 
I of world-class man- 

)10gy agers to enhance 
the UK economy, 
gryy “Therefore, 
J while it is true that 
i m internal PhDs can 
IDS J be wonderfully 
challenging intel¬ 
lectually. oft-en die 
person emerging may not un¬ 
derstand the way companies 
work. They are producing bof¬ 
fins rather than entrepre¬ 
neurs. 

“Our courses, on the other 
hand, are intimately linked 
with industry. What you have 
is a young engineer who is rec¬ 
eiving dual tuition feom the 
practising industry manager 
in the company, and the aca¬ 
demic supervisor working 
with the company on the com¬ 
pany problem. 

“You are getting a PhD grad¬ 
uate who has been working in 
close co-operation with a com¬ 
pany for three years at all lev¬ 
els. including the boardroom, 
and may well have been 
involved in projects with tum- 


Auto Suture Company. UK 


faUeytab. 


Congratulations to the MMmal Access Therapies Team 
at the University of Dundee. 

Auto Suture Company UK, supplier of high quality 
medical devices, are proud to be associated with the 
work of the team at Dundee. 

For more information on Auto Suture Co, UK products, 
please telephone 01344 746666 or visit our web site 




University 
Of Dundee 


Discovering the Future 



The University of Dundee is 
delighted to receive the 
Queen s Anniversary Prize. 

Jt is with great pride that we 
congratulate our winners 
The Minimal Access 
Therapies Team 
under the leadership of 
Professor Sir Alfred Cuschieri 
who are doing so much 
for patients in 
minimising trauma and 
maximising the quality of health care. 

The University of Dundee 
has an international reputation 
for its work in the areas of 
medicine and the life sciences. 

Visit our website for the 
latest information and advances 
http://www.dundee.ac.uk 

University of Dundee 
Dundee • DD1 4HN * Scotland 
tel 01332 3-44000 * 01332 201604 


overs of several millions of 
pounds.” 

Some recent successes inc¬ 
lude projects to cut the emis¬ 
sion of ozone-eating gases 
from fire extinguishers and 
work to develop computer- 
aided design technology to 
help a biscuit manufacturer. 

One student Dr Paul 
Babbs, under the tutelage of 
his department bead. Dr 
Kevin Barber, helped to 
streamline aircraft production 
at the framer British Aero¬ 
space plant at Woodford. 

The citation for the Queen's 
Anniversary Prize reads: “A pi¬ 
oneer of collaborative engi¬ 
neering and tech¬ 
nology-related advanced deg¬ 
rees. the institute continues to 
lead the field with its compre¬ 
hensive programme to pro¬ 
duce highly qualified, all¬ 
round engineers able to con¬ 
tribute folly to the challenges 
of the modern technological 
age. It has deservedly an inter¬ 
national reputation as a centre 
of excellence." 



DESPITE notable advances in diet and medicine, young people 
today are in many ways less healthy than their counterparts of a 
generation ago. John Young writes. They take less exerase, 
play fewer physical games and. under the influence of television 
and computers, lead a generally more sedentary existence. 

Professor Neil Armstrong, above, of Exeter University's Chil¬ 
dren's Health and Exercise Research Centre, notes that only a 
quarter as many children walk to and from school as did 
20 years ago. Half of all girls and one third of boys m secondary 
schools do not experience even a brisk ten-minute walk once a 
week. The centre, established in 19S7, has won a Queen's Anni¬ 
versary Prize for its work on children's health. So far more than 
3.000 volunteers, aged five to 16. have taken part in trials, exercis¬ 
ing heavily while their heart and muscle-growth are measured. 

“Until recently, very little was known about children's physiol¬ 
ogy." Professor Armstrong says. “We’ve tended to assume that 
children are just mini-adults but in fact they are very different 
We have also discovered that they are not nearly as active as peo¬ 
ple think. From an early age boys are more active than girls, but 
in their teens berth sexes become notably less active." 

A lack of exercise may lead to ill-health in later life Professor 
Armstrong, a former professional footballer, wants parents to 
set a good example, “lazy parents have lazy children," be says. 


The Institute of Development Engineering 

^ The Institute provides outstanding support for developing countries 
and is internationally recognised as a leader in providing sustainable 
infrastructure. Its partnerships with universities, aid agencies, non¬ 
governmental organisations and governments transcend academic, 
institutional and cultural boundaries in pursuit of improving 
quality of life for those most in need. 


b consultancy 
m education 
s research 
i training 



Water, Engineering and Development Centra (WEDC) 
Institute of Development Engineering 
Loughborough UnfwetsHy LEU3TU UK 
Telephone: + 44(0) 1509 222885 
Fas + 44(0) 1509211079 
E-mail: WEDC@Uxmac.uk 

http7AvwwJbora^C-uk/departrnent^cv/we<lcflridex.htrn 


UMIST 


Universities can score 
hat tricks too! 

UMIST is delighted to win a unique third consecutive 
Queen's Prize for Higher and Further Education. 

Thank you to our academics and students; all of UMISTs 
industrial partners; EA Technology; The Teaching Company 
Directorate; NW academic partners; and the Research Councils. 
UMIST is committed to improving the effectiveness and 
reputation of UK engineering and manufacturing. 

For information on research, consultancy and technology 
transfer contact Clive Rowland UMIST VENTURES 
tel; 0161 200 3055; e-mailx JOwland@umistac.uk 
web: www.umistac.uk 
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Bargains of the week: surfing on the Net; birdwatching on the Danube and the Black Sea; Adelaide and back for £219 


PACK 

YOUR 

BAGS 




A selection of last-minute holi¬ 
days and travel opportuniiies 
at home, on the Continent 
and farther ajleld, many at 
bargain prices 


tional programme of theatre, 
music, dance, an and litera¬ 
ture - everything from the 
Royal BaJlei In Brian Eno and 
ihe works or Yoke Ono. The 
Northern Ireland Tourist 
Board will be able to advise on 
travel and accnmmodation. 
Details: 0541555250. 


EUROPE 



BRITAIN 


*?***** 


. CYCLING, walking and self- 
• 4, drive breaks around the Cois- 
-■T wolds and based in Chelten¬ 
ham are on offer at a £20 
saving this month and next 
from Compass Holidays. Two 
nights’ B&B at family-run ho¬ 
tel and detailed itineraries cost 
£S0. Details: 01242 250642. 


■ THE Irish countryside is 
an alternative attraction avail¬ 
able at a special rate from 
Irish Ferries Holidays. Three 
nights' B&B from Noveml^er 
20 in a choice of homes and 
farmhouses is available from 
£69. based on four travelling 
together, and includes return 
ferry travel for car and passen¬ 
gers. Details: 0990170000. 


CRUISES 10 Madeira, the Ca¬ 
naries and Morocco with calls 
at French and Spanish pons, 
are on offer at discounted pric¬ 
es from Festival Cruises. Fly 
from Stansied on November 
IS or 29 to join the ship in Savo¬ 
na. Italy, for II nights at sea. 
Prices start from £559 and in¬ 
land excursions to Granada 
and Marrakesh are also avail¬ 
able. Details: 0171-436 OS27. 


vember 21. The lour costs £895 
with all meals, accommoda¬ 
tion and expert guides. De¬ 
tails.- 01962 733051. 


■ DISNEYLAND Paris for a 
ihree-night break from No¬ 
vember 22 is on offer from Tho¬ 
rn as Cook Holidays. Adults 
will pay E260 and children just 
£56 Tor B&B at the theme 
park's main hotel, unlimited 
entrance and travel on Le Shut¬ 
tle for a car and passengers. 
Details: 01733 4I8SQ0. 
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■ COSY cottages in the West 
Country are available at warm¬ 
ing prices from Farm and Cot¬ 
tage Holidays, with a property 
that forms part of a farmhouse 
in north Devon costing El45 
for a week from November 28. 
Details: 01237 479698. 


I INTERNET courses for 
novices will be less stressful by 
joining two-day online breaks 
off the heaten track in Devon. 
The courses at The Bam. 
Huntsham. cost £110 with 
dinner, B&B. tuition and surf¬ 
ing ... on the Net. Details: 

01398361519. 


■ PORTUGAL is peaceful if 
not that hot at this time of the 
year, but the price for a week's 
self-catering at Praia Rocha is 
warming enough: £149 from 
Sunset Holidays with a flight 
from Manchester on Novem¬ 
ber 21. Details: 01204 434441. 


■ A PARADOR near the top 
of Mount Teide. Tenerife, is 
available from Prestige Holi¬ 
days for £499 for a week, with 
B&B. return flights and car 
hire. Details: 01425480400. 


■ ITALIAN cities can be visit¬ 
ed for shopping or culture at 
reduced prices until mid-De¬ 
cember with Italian Expres¬ 
sions. Three nights' B&B in 
the Hotel Inghilteira in the 
heart of old Rome now costs 
£415. with return BA flights 
from London or Manchester. 
A similar deal at the Hotel Ex¬ 
celsior Gallia in Milan costs 
£372. Details: 0171-435 2525. 


■ THE annual Queen’s Fes- 
rival in Belfast opens today 
C** and will run until the end of 
the month with an intema- 


■ IF YOU still want his body 
and think he’s sexy. Rod 
Stewart is appearing in con¬ 
cert at Earls Court, West Lon¬ 
don, next month, and Super¬ 
break is offering a ticket and 
B&B in a nearby four-star 
hotel on December II from 
El35. Details: 01904 679999. 


■ EXPLORE the Danube del¬ 
ta. home to more than 300 bird 
species, from a floating pon¬ 
toon hotel and also visit Roma¬ 
nia's Black Sea coast, famous 
for its rare red-breasted geese, 
on a week's birdwatching trip 
with Naturetrek, stoning with 
a flight from London on No- 


■ COOKERY courses before 
Christmas are available in the 
pretty French port of St Vaast 
with Inntravel. Sail with your 
car from Portsmouth to Cher¬ 
bourg on December 10. spend 
three nights with half-board at 
the renowned Hotel de France 
et Fuchsias and join the course 
and culinary visits, including 
a trip to an oyster farm, for 
E176. Details: 01653 628862. 



LONG HAUL 


SOME amaang flight deals 
have landed on the market for 
those prepared to move fast — 
or at least pay up quickly, 
Tony Dawe writes. 

Adelaide, South Australia, 
for £219 return is the most 
breathtaking, but to catch this 
offer you must be ready to fly 
from Gatwick on Sunday and 
return within two to eight 
weeks. Details from Lunn 
POly Holiday Shops. 


Christmas period, but must be 
booked by the end of Novem¬ 
ber. Details: 0171-361 u2b! 


■ FAMILY holidays to Flori¬ 
da are available at good sav¬ 
ings with Funway Holidays 
until mid-December. Prices, 
from £350 for an adult and 
£165 for children aged 2 to It. 
indude re rum flights from 
London or Manchester, a 
week's accommodation, car 
hire and discount book. De¬ 
tails: 01S1-466 0222. 


■ AMERICAN offers indude 
New York. Boston and Wash¬ 
ington for £199 return from 
Heathrow, and Miami and Or¬ 
lando for £229 from Bon Voy¬ 
age. Phoenix is available for 
£281 return from Gatwick 
with Quest Worldwide. These 
deals are valid for departures 
until mid-December but must 
be paid for by the middle of 
next week. Details: Bon Voy¬ 
age 0800 316 0104: Quest 
0181-546 6000. 


■ MISS WORLD contestants 
will be disponing ihemselves 
around rhe Seychelles before 
the Goal on November 26 and. 
if you want 10 be part of the 
glamour, Somak Holidays is 
offering a week's B&B at the 
Reef Hotel. Mata, from £769 
with return flights. Details: 
0181-123 3000. 


• All prices based on mo (rav¬ 
elling together and sharing a 
room unless otherwise stated. 


See Big Thunder Mountain on a trip to Disneyland Paris 


■ LATIN AMERICAN spe¬ 
cials are on offer from STA 
Travel for students and un- 
der-26s with return flights on 
Continental Airlines to 15 desti¬ 
nations from Mexico to Chile, 
costing from £339. The deal is 
valid for departures up to 
March 25, excluding the 


WEEKEND 

TRAVEL 


See The Times on 
Saturday for more flight 
bargains and 
last-minute holidays 
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CII3A| I Airline Network ~ the way to go! 


USA & CANADA 


AUSTRALIA & NZ 


REST OF THE WORLD 


XMAS fr £6991 



(HIM swum HIM Nil I 


«K4 11(1 l« HOUMI HKt AIM MU* 


WASHWGTONTCWO DENVER *CMI 
BOSTON £199 HOUSTON £244 
CHICAGO £192 TORONTO £248 
FLORIDA *£192 PHOENIX £284 
ATLANTA *£228 LAS VEGAS £255 
CALIFORNIA £222 VMNCOUVER*£3«S 
• d^anurw 15/1/99 - ti/2/w 


PERTH 7£AU BRSBAAff £S32 CAIRO T £2U SINGAPORE OS2 
N_ ZEALAND £5IB SYDNEY £534 DUBAI £2S4 X3"BURG £354 
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MILLENNIUM FARES AVAILABLE ^ 


BUSINESS CLASS 


GO AMERICANA 
BUSINESS GLASS 
SAVE OVER 50% 
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8ZLAHA 
BALTIMORE 
BMBADOS 
BEHHDDA 
BOSTON 
C&LGAHT 
CAHCOH 
CHARLOTTE 
CHICAGO 
cmoKH/cn 
CUBA 

DALLAS FT WOHH 
DEfTES 
DETBorr 

FOST LAUDERDALE 
FREEPORT 
G HAH DCglUM 
GBEHADA £838 

HOISTCB £1459 

mDUHAPOus tan 

KANSAS cm £1199 

KHGSTOB £1798 

LAS VEGAS £1498 


LOS ANGELES 

MAW 

MILWAUKEE 

NnOEAPOLIS 

XOHTEGO&AT 

WHS su n 

HEWAHX 

HEW YORK 

PHILADELPHIA 

raOEM X 

FITTSBUBG 

HALEIGH DURHAM 

SAB DIEGO 

SAH FRANCISCO 

san mu 

SARASOTA 

SEATTLE 

ST LOUIS 

ST LUCIA 

TAMM 

TOBAGO 

VAfcouva 

WASHINGTON 
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BRITISH AKMNfS 




Preferred Ageat 


TRAVEL EXTRAS 

t i ,, iM i it 'J tij'XZ i ' iXri 


100 hidn| scheduled atrtnes 




I.OOOlOOO dhcauK fares ■ 1£)00 desUnaUans 


Frills included. 


Fiinht frsr, London Hca’.lvow, 


Edinburgh 

, from 


.-or those a^d no re special Eorcpcsn offer*, yj 

cc-tac: vcur :rov;'. agent or csli l,s (io:a! rati) on s | 


O 845 6071623 





3& British Midland Edinburgh 

The Airline for Europe f 5 
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Fares a v e r s IW E THN E 


Banjul C 239 

Caribbean 149 

Floricfo lOO 

Goa 359 

Trivandrum ‘ 359 

Sydney 459 

Morocco 169 

T unltln_ 199 


3rAin ■■ in? CANADA n£199| 
PORTUGAL £69 USA £169 
CANARIES £79 CARIBBEAN £139 
BALEARICS £65 FAR EAST £299 
CYPRUS [139 AUSTRALIA £429 
GREECE £89 S. AFRICA £345 


SPAIN -If. rr£C9 L'« 

rC'-’T-vc;: 79 CAncp.E:*. 160 

cssiRtss S9 s. 

tSSAEL 199 CANSOA 159 
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0171 300 I III 
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Overseas^ 

Express '1/ 


01476 592095 

IFUGH^EARCHERSI 


mGOCQIODIDD 

mGOUBSFQASB 


0172 6378485 
0271 6374207 
0272 6383055 
0172 637 7853 


SMdrffci! I> XUhiiHMd. 1MU—> »• lha OM. * CHUM * 
■win. * n»mn cumiU * BlOf l * MXDPV CUT * 
ITUCl * OBJDTT * mut ll l l 1 BA 



Travel Insurance 


Comprehensive Policies 
From £1 per day 


'No age limit *Any 

destination 


SUNselection 


01582 476026 

Open Mon-Sat 

9am-9pm 


Open Sunday 2 pm- 9 pm 
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PORTUGAL IS USA 2N 

CANARES JSCARBBEAN 199 
GROCE 1 H AUSTRALIA C5 
GOA M95JIFMCA W 
TELAVN IBTMAEARD 339 
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01273^77 877 


Flightseekers 


0171 663 442 


Stm ►£»qps ► or 
Mmbs ►my ► on 

Ud h £»Ei ► Off 
P-atmik ►H3f 
Uh ► CM (MbmlP 049 
tidy ► SI JhdnW ► Off 

01476 404747 


Flight World 


Bangkok £345 
Jo'burg £325 
Delhi £315 _ * .. 

Goa £249 - 

Sydney £545 
l. Angeles £225 

0171 486 9930 


At. tL»rc» fr*m irrcin:^? 

till r«-r-p.-'.id r.f%.v. 

rA ^;r>L itr atcl fa d«.-i 


ZURICH 


Rights ex Luton 
with Edelweiss 
Air 

LS £107.00 
HS£127.00 inc. 




Business Class 
also 

available + 
£40. OO 


0171 491 46 
7 days 
ATOL 3892 



no vember specials 

MfrtWnm 2ntfr£259 Ceata^i 

Mk£13Slhm 2**029 Frafin 2ttfr£229 
Mfr£U9 HUrU 7**013 AmtarimMb045 
2ntfrHfi9 tacdou 2ntfr£Z29 listoi 2ntfr£ltt 


PUCES USED Oil 2 PtOPlE SSARBtS EXTM JHSBTSWffWOEST 

Many more Offers Available 

Soi71 388 0888 ATOL 

V8783 243 Easton Road Loadoa NW1 3337 


GLOBAL 

FLIGHTS 


ALL DESTINATIONS AVAILABLE 


Allcente 

Majorca 

Malaga 

Gerona 

USA/Canada 

South Africa 

India Goo 


fr ISB Greece 
Esa Italy 
£89 Malta 
£88 Cyprus 
El 29 Portugal 
£279 Caribbean 
£289 Turkey 


BEST RATES CAR HIRE/INS/ACCOMM 

0870 606 4316 

Rfl Agts (T3583) lor ATOL 83973 





Amsterdam 

■ from 


C2 A I WORLDWIDE 
- PM SCHEDULED 


£130 i_A-, V£GAS 

'.OS AS3-LE5 
£1-9 MALDIVES 
f: ,;9 AUSTRALIA 


0181 406 6099 * 0161 477 7000 “ 


FLIGHTBOOKERS 


,£.163 


FligtltS Cal far more detfnafcim. 

BOSTON fr £184 AUSTRALIA fr £492 
CHICAGO £177 BANGKOK £340 
IDS ANGELES £209 HONGKONG £307 
FLORIDA" £174 JO'BURG £336 


01803 866455 


* STA TRAVEL * 

,faders in young inde pendent travel 

WORLD LEADEKi 11 ,,i, i n—rTMTM 


Paris Enrasar «n 
AmstarJam OJ 
Barcekm 


Rio de Janeiro 


LnsAngete 


around THE.WORLD 

• AucI'.J^nd-' * 


—— -.£1 fcifil WORLDWIDE: 0171 361 626Z. 

EUROPE*. 0171 ,61 6161 ' AND overland tours, mi «60 

accombiooation^car mi • w m ^ 

I I TIT 11 Tf 


^Charter 

FLIGHT CFN'TRI 



• 0171565 6807^ 



EUnOPtflN/WORLDWIDE PLICHTB 


awKTERSAV C 89 t.ia 3 HID irs 

iTHu-r4 leivoiAGS 'n. 

RANGKCiC 012 rrfUfJISH 

Fir? -rcor:iCE tcz 

Gr.JJEVa WNEV'-'YCnK ODD 

33S acir.'c '-Z3 

J 0 3 -J 30 33 UTCNE='.“ I'O 

LiO .53 300 TOKYO 

L5r..\r.=LLr(: 5 tosgmTC :a) 


0171G2576E8 


Subject to Mfefriajr 
C.C nnjar^a appfaablc 
wdhcMeiim 


£ 15 day EGYPTIAN JOURNEY 

Gairs, f^nmkfc. Red Sea. Lraor. Aswan and 
Camel Safer! to IMey of Che Kings. 

Inctudex hotel acromm & IWTCT 

PULIS3 nlgHFBJUCCACrube AMmSM 


8 0171 757 2305 


Gatwiek Branch 01293 568 300 



HOTELS CARH 


? HIRE TRAVEL INSURANCE TOURS CRUISES WORLDWIDE TAILOR-MADE 


TRAILFINDERS <S> 


MORE THAN JUST LOW COST FLIGHTS WORLDWIDE 


FOR YOUR 
FREE COPY OF THE 
TRAitFINDER 
MAGAZINE CALL 
0171 93S 3366 
ANYTIME 


LONDON LONGHAUL TRAVEL: OT71-6F38 3368 

IIBST A BUSINESS CLASS: 0171-936 3444 
TRANSATLANTIC A EUROPEAN: 0171-937 5400 
BIRMINGHAM WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 0121-2301234 
BRISTOL WOttDWIDE TRAVEL: 0117-929 9000 

GLASGOW WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 0141-353 2224 

MANCHESTER WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 0101-839 0949 
MOLiea ik» uum FIRST A BUSINESS: 0161-839 3434 

NEWCASTLE WORLDWIDE TRAVEL 0191-261 2345 


N 7 days A WEEK THE TRAVEL EXPERTS no credit card surcharges 


in New Yovk 


One of the world's most exrittag etttes - 
you’ll never experience anything quite Hka It. 



Baaedon2Bhai1rB 


Based on 2 shartnc 




Minneapolis •Washington • Boston • Chicago 


393 1065 


SERVING YOU. TOE TRAVELLER, SINCE 1874 
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from 




Prague 

from 
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CRICKET 


Crawley creeping 
ahead in race 
for last Test place 

From Alan Lee. cricket correspondent, in cairns 

1 were travelling far 


ENGLAND will, not folly 
reveal their Ashes strategy in 
their final warm-op game, 
which starts here tomorr o w in 
the far north of Queensland, 
partly because they are uncer¬ 
tain what it should be. Only 
one position in the Test side 
remains unresolved, but the 
tour selectors are still consider¬ 
ing three options. 

The debate centres an tie 
No 7 position, the place tradi¬ 
tionally occupied by an all- 
rounder. As England have 
tried in vain to locate a genu¬ 
ine member of that species lor 
almost a decade foe resent 
occupants are too numerous to 
mention, but in the past year 
tiie situation has become 
chronic, the runs pc innings 
from this key position falling 
to a pathetic, single-figure 
average. 

With the first Test in Bris¬ 
bane a week away. England 
are leaning towards tbe most 
conservative of their options, 
the inclusion of a seventh spe- 
dalist batsman. This is an in- 
stincf driven largely by anxiety 
to minimise the risk of falling 
behind immediately, but also 
by the view that it is their bst 
chance of achieving something 
from a position that has been 
unproductive far too kmg. 

John Crawley. who missed 
the match in Adelaide and 
hence feU adrift of the century- 
making Mark Ramprakash 
for the automatic sixth batting 
place, will play here and proba¬ 
bly needs only to maintain his 
encouraging start in Rsrtfa, 
where he made a fluent 
seamd-uinings 65* to oontinue 
in Brisbane. He did, after all, 
make 156 not oat against Sri 
Lanka in his previous Test 

If England settie on playing 
all seven of the batsmen in 
their party, they are fikety to 
go into the opening Ifest with¬ 
out a spin btnvfer. This can be 
thought a dangerously narrow 
policy on a ground where 
Shane Wame spun them to 
defeat four years ago, but 
Warne will not be playing this 
dire aui Engfand demonstra¬ 
bly have nobody in his league. 

Dominic Cork’s immense 
improvement from Perth to 


Adelaide, where he not only 
swung the ball but also main¬ 
tained a disdpfaied offstump 
fine, has probably assuaged 
any doubts over Ms inclusion 
in tire Test side within a four- 
man seam attack, so the spin- 
no- — Robert Croft at this 
stage — can only break into 
the XI ahead of Crawley. 

The third option is poten¬ 
tially the most interesting, but 
also the most unKkdy. Ben 


than airy previous candidate 
as a pfaustbte international 
all-rounder, but he came on 
this tour with plenty to prove 
and so far he has unable 

to make a proper start. 

A strict assessment of Hoffio- 



Hollioake; potential 

ake*s form for Surrey last sum¬ 
mer—455 runs and 34 wickets 
— made him very fortunate Id 
be chosen for the tour. His 
flair and potential are indisput¬ 
able and .it was a gamble 
worth taking, but Holiioake 
needed to make an early 
impact if he was to present & 
serious case for Test selection. 

Sadly, he made it no farther 
than tbe festival game in Lilac 
HiD a fortnight ago, when he 
broke down with a pulled 
groin muscle, an injury that 
required patience and atten¬ 
tion He has yet to bowl flat 
out at practice and. while Eng¬ 
land would like to give him a 
chance here, he would need a 
spectacular performance to 
demandTest consideration. 


England were travelling tor 
nine hours yesterday and the 
players have been given their 
first free day of the tour today. 
Some win be experiencing the 
wonders* of the Great Barrier 
Reef, to which Cairns exists 
principally as a tourist gate¬ 
way, but not Warren Begg. 
who has been granted com¬ 
passionate home leave for a 
week. 

Hogg'S wife, Joarmei is over¬ 
due with their , first child and 
the management decided that 
he could return to Lancashire 
as he would not have played in 
tins match, anyway. He will 
rejoin the team in Brisbane 
two days before fheTest to con¬ 
tinue ms rote as understudty to 
Alec Stewart 

Superficially, at least. Stew¬ 
art remains untroubled by his 
tiresome start to the tour. He 
missed the first match through 
back trouble and then made 
two noughts in tine second. 
“You have to bade yourself 
and I always dor be said, 
familiarly, “but, ideally, I 
would tike to spend some time 
in the middle in tins game.” 

Stewart is. aware that this 
will not be straightforward as 
Queensland have chosen a 
powerful team that would not 
look entirely out ofplace at 
Test level “They've got eight 
internationals,” Stewart said, 
“but we’ve got 1L” 

Andrew Symonds, whose 
daUfance with • England 
caused such controversy. 
fwan to tbe eighth Queens¬ 
land international when he 
played for Australia in Lahore 
an Tuesday, but he will be 
back in time to taiop hie place 
tomorrow within a batting 
line-up that also indudes Mai- 
thew Hayden and Stuart Law. 

Michael Kasprowicz and 
Andy BicbeL both Test bowl¬ 
ers, wifl take the new ball for 
Queensland, who are cap¬ 
tained by Ian Heaty, tbe 
record-breaking Australia 
wicketkeeper. 


sr. M Lave, S Law. A Sy- 
, A Octal M KusnMfcz. A 


Hayden, J ... 

mcncfcv, G Fotey. A 9dioL M K«spfo*fcz. A 
Data, P Jackson, J Dawes. 


GopgK A Mutely. A Ffwr or B Hotato. 


West Indie s make delay ed s tart to their tour 

Lara and 
Hooper 
introduce 
late show 

FROM Inigo Gilmore 

in SOWETO 

A s Brian Laura saun¬ 
tered out into- the 
middle of the sun- 
soaked Soweto 
Oval bat swinging, whoops of 
defightweih up from the tnu- 

fbnued schoolchildren fining 

the boundary. Standing be¬ 
neath a scoreboard, Solomon 
Peep. B, smiled broadly as 
he garni at his eriduft hero. 

“It'S so aching,” Feega, a 
Soweto under45 player, said. 

“To see the . West Indies is a 
great op p or tun ity for ns and 
I’m sure we cam tears some¬ 
thing from them. They’re our 
stare.* 

The Canfabcanatyle carni¬ 
val atmosphere in the heart of 

tins famous township was a 
world away from the unsa¬ 
voury events that ‘ meant a 
delayed start to (he West. 

Indies' first (our of South 
Africa. 

If tbe local fans were still 
upset they were not slowing 
it When tile West Indies open¬ 
ing batsman fitted a ball high 
in the direction of distant 
mine damps far four, the 
padeed stands roared their ap¬ 
proval The cbecre grew loud¬ 
er when, moments later, a 
stray dog raced on to tbe pitch 

tO tbe aryn m pa tifmrrrt of 

Elvis Presleys Hound Dog. 

. Eaffier, with tbe beat of 
steel drums echoing about 
Him, Lara acc ompa nied 
Adam Bather, the c ap t ain of 
flu; Gauteng'Invitation XL to 
tiie crease for (be toss. Lara- 
won and elected to bat 
Whether h was winning tbe 
toss or tiie warm reception his 
team re ceived that pleased 
him Lara did not say, but he 
was all smiles and sweet diplo¬ 
macy He said he hoped that 
bfackyoan^terem Soufai Af-. 
rica would draw inspiration 
from Ins team, bvk not just be¬ 
cause they too were Mack. 

Tfs imp ort an t that we stick 
to sportsmen trying to be role 
moods for kids in Soweto 
and Sooth Africa," Lara said. 

“ThaTs what the game is all 
about The kids have come 
here to see some of their stare 
and he people they look up 
to," . - . - • 
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Clayton Lambert is watched by a captivated group of Soweto schoolchildren yesterday 



Hie West Indians oppo¬ 
nents featured several black 
players who have come 
through development pro¬ 
grammes and they spoke of 
their excitement that fa*“Car- 
fobean Kings” had come to 
town. 

It is hoped the tour will 
boost cricket dev el o p ment 
and (his theme .was one (hat 
President Mandela stressed 
foicrfulty in his emotive letter 


to fate players, in which he 
pleaded with them not to puO 
oat of the tour. 

• About 3,000 people turned 
out in Soweto and, with tiie 
match bang shown live on tel¬ 
evision, it was an opportunity 
for the West Indies players to 
give a taste of the flamoyant 
style for which they are 
fam ous. Before tire game was 
.eventually washed out by a 
to rr ential downpour at huich- 


time, tiie West Indies XI had 
recovered from a precarious 
41 for three to reach 258 for 
seven in 47 overs. 

There was a delirious irony 
that the heroes of the day 
were fate same villains who 
last week seemed prepared to 
put money before everything 
and pot the tour in jeopardy 
— Gad Hooper made 60 off 
70 balls and Lara 65 off 60 
balls. 


SQUASH 

Bailey and 
Allison 
take home 
command 

ByCoun McQuiuan 

WITH the game’s leading 
women still involved in the 
world team championship in 
Stuttgart this week, it was the 
fifth-string activity that altered 
the balance of the SRA Nation¬ 
al League this week. 

In grotq) A. Tama Bailey, 
the world junior champion, 
d e feated the higher-ranked 
Tracey Shenton 5-9, 9-6, 9-7, 
9-3 to secure a 3-2 home victo¬ 
ry for Nottingham over 
Manchester Northern. 

Kate Allison also won for 
UNW Northumberland, assist¬ 
ing in a 4-1 home success over 
Hallamshire that moved the 
Newcastle side into second be¬ 
hind the resting group A lead¬ 
ers, TSM Duffield. 

In group B, it was tiie 9-0, 
9-2, 9-2 victory Of Stephanie 
Brind over lisa Stephens that 
din died a 3-2 home win for 
Chichester over UniS Guild¬ 
ford. tiie previously undefeat¬ 
ed group leaders, to move 
above Leeon-Solenr, who 
wait down 4-1 away to Devon 
and Exeter. Tegwen Malikpro- 
vided tile fifth-string point 
here with a 9-6,9-3,9-7 defeat 
erf Dominique Uoyd-Waher. 

Brind. who put two seeds 
out of the World Open last 
week, is also certain to be part 
of the England selectors’ plan¬ 
ning for the European champi¬ 
onships next April. 

Bishop’s Stohford achieved 
a similar home boost, beating 
Loughborough 3*Z thanks to a 

94, 198, 9-1 victory by 
Rebecca Macree over Jenny 
Tranfield. 

Alison Wray kept up the 
home record for women by 
beating Vicky Lankester 9-6, 

95. 9-5 in the tie between 
Edgbaston Priory and UKP 
Connaught hut it was a lone 
point for tiie home team as the 
Connaught men, inducting tiie 
world junior champion, Ong 
Beng Hee, for the first time, 
took the top four rubbers. 

Del Harris and Julian 
Bonetat just back from early 
defeats in the Pakistan Open, 
went down at the top of tiie 
Edgbaston Priory.toad Bish¬ 
op’s Stortford orders respec¬ 
tively. Nick Taylor, who beat 
Rodney Eyles. the world cham¬ 
pion, in tiie US Open fast 
week, lost at the top of tiie 
Manchester Northern order to 
Simon Parke. 
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By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

Barry Rigal reported this hand from the Great Britain- 
Norway match m the Junior European Championship, in 
which Martin. Janes took advantage of a blocked diamond 
suit to make Three No-Trumps. 


Dealer East 


N-S Game 


IMPS 


A 1042 

S? A96 
O 87652 
♦ 95 



A 9883 
V J82 
O ICQJ 
* Q100 


A AKJ5 
<7 0105 
O A43 
* K72 


Jonas 

1 NT 
2S 


Kristoffaraen Bakhshf 


2C 
3 NT 


Chariaen 


I^M 


AO 


Contract: Thnw No-Tramps by South. Lwt algMof dtanond*. 


Reading the lead as “top of 
nothing”, Jones ducked the 
first round of diamonds but 
won the second to block the 
suit. He reasoned that he was 
liable to lose the lead- twice: 
catainly to the ace of hearts, 
and possibly to tiie queen of 
dubs. If West (the danger 
hand) held the ace of hearts 
ami five diamonds it had to 
be knocked out while the dia¬ 
monds were still Mocked; 
later he could afford to lose to 
East’s queen of dubs in safety. 
Jones implemented this plan 
by leading tiie queen of hearts 
at trick three, threatening to 
continue with a second heart 
to the king if West ducked. In 
practice West won and played 
a third diamond. Jones won 
the spade switch and took the 
dub finesse. It lost, but he 
was stffl safe for nine tricks. 

West’s best defence is to 


duck the queen of hearts 
smoothly, without revealing 
tile position. Now a heart to 
the king risks East cashing 
three tricks in the suit if he 
started with Aha. However, 
the ace-jack of hearts and 
king-queeajack of diamonds 
makes 11 points: in the 
Norwegian style 11-counts 
seem to be opened routinely. 
Having passed as dealer. East 
was unnkely to have aU this. 
The Times Book of Bridge 2, 
featuring the best of Robert 
Sheehan's daily columns is 
now out. Order your copy 
from Chess & Bridge, 369 
Euston Road, London NW1 
3AR, td: 0171 388 2401 price 
£7.99, post free for Times 
readers. 

□ Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


WORD-WATCHING 


By PhiKp Howard 


VALONIA 

a. A battlefield 

b. Acorns 

c. A tranquilliser 

KECALESCENCE 
a. Extraction . 
h. Heating 
c Resurfacing 


URIM AND TKUMMXN 

a. Cities of the Plain 

b. Divine objects 

c. Natural functions 
TAPP1 

a. Mythical mountain beast 
b- Metal-working 
c. Testing schedule 

Answers on page 54 
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Keene on chess 
-»■ 


By Raymond Keene 

. CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

British race 

It is interesting to observe that 
in Matthew Sadlers first su¬ 
per-tournament, he not only 
finished ahead of Michael Ad¬ 
ams, who played on top board 
for the British Chess Federa¬ 
tion team in toe Kalmykia 01- 
ympiad, but also defeated him 
in their individual g»te (see 
this cohurm of November 2). 

Nevertfadess, Adams en¬ 
joyed tiie rather more exciting 
tournament at Tilburg, win¬ 
ning three ganny and losii^g 
three as co mpare d with Sa¬ 
dlers safe victory, with his re¬ 
maining games drawn. In to¬ 
days game Adams inflicts de¬ 
feat <m foe powerful Bulgarian 
grandmaster Vesefin Topalov. 

White Michael Adams 
Black: Vesefin Topalov 
Holland 1998 
Defence 

1 e4 c5 

2 NC3 e€ 

3 NE3 a)8 

4 04 od4 

5 Nxd4 05 

6 Bd3 Bb7 

7 0-0 QbG 

8 NO Qc7 

9 Rel B tS 

10 e5 ■ t5 

11 sUB DMB 

12 ffet SM4 

13 Be4 Nc6 

1A Bxc6 QoS 

15 Ne5 Qc7 

is m oo 

17 Bg3 Qb7 

18 Qe2 Bb6 

19 KM Rac8 

20 Radi NB5 

21 c3 8a7 

22 Rtt2 a5 

23 QN 'me'. 


By Raymond Keene 

White to play. This position is 

from tiie game Barbero-Gzebe, 

Budapest. J99BL 

Can you spot Whites winning 

coup? 


Solution on page 54 



24 

83 

B68 

25 

13 

- Bm5 

26 

B»5 

. Qc6 

27 

Bd4 

Rdb8 

28 

h3 

Rf4 

29 

Qe5 

Rf7 

30 

083 

h6 

31 

H©4 

W»7 ■ 

32 

Rg4 

RB8 

33 

Qel 

RS 

34 

Qbl 

Ne7 •. 

35 

Rb2 

QH7 

36 

m ■ 

Kh8 

37 

Rh4 

Wi7 

38 

W- 

Qc7 . 

39 

MS 


40 

RS2 . 

MS 

41 

Q«4 

RB 

42 

Rxfi6+ 

HA6 

43 

QH4+ 

RhS 

44 

Q*7 

Qd8 

45 

8b3+ 

85 

46 

Qb4 

. Qe8 

47 

Q*5 

d5 

48 

064 

Kh7 

49 

Bd4 . 

Qd7 

50 

H3 

axb3 

51 

Q*3 

. & 

52 

Qbl+. 

W5 

53 

t*84 

. Rxg4 

54 

Rt«2 

Qd6 

55 

ftb7+ 

Kh6 

56 

RtJ6 

Rxg2+ 

57 

K«2 

. 

58 

KCL 

Q»+ 

59 

Kel 

Qh4+ 

60 

m 

Qh3 

61 

Kc2 

Btackratips 

P 


loffinalpotiticn 


WINNING MOVE 
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SPORT 51 


Dettori dodges the big issue 


iUUftN HEBBERTWU SPORT 


. LT 'i'4 l> V --A- 

! VSJ§&4 

i 

r 

~«SSb5& 

SSS?£& 

~/.ip * 

U^n-SniJ? ** 


F rankie Dettori's image 
as the most popular face 
of racing received a need¬ 
less Dattenng yesterday when 
^iSfr^ensricaHy stone¬ 
walled all questions about his 

2^ t £ ver ^ °n Swain in 
me 55 million Breeders* Cup 
Classic last Saturday. 

Ironically, the jockey’s deci¬ 
sion to keep silent came as he 
launched a new video. Frankie 
D f^? n: r Zoning Around!. 
which features several film 
dips, capturing amusing mis¬ 
takes and mishaps, made by 
some of his weighing room col¬ 
leagues around the globe. 

. Dettoris public appearance 
in central London was the first 
since his riding of Swain 
which provoked widespread 
criticism. particularly in the 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap; PHILATELIC 
(3.10 Ludlow) 
Next best; Route One 
(2.10 Ludlow) 


Richard Evans finds the jockey reluctant to offer a 
more detailed answer to the $5 million question 


won’t get nothing from me. 1 
am sorry.” As further ques¬ 
tions rained in. including 
whether he thought his ride on 
Swain should be included in 
the 75.000 copies of the new 
video (price £14.99). he but¬ 
toned up almost completely. 
“No comment,” he repeated. 

Ptter Burrell, who acts as 
Dettori's business manager 
and is normally only too hap¬ 
py for his client to grab the 
spotlight, was only slightly 
more forthcoming. “Everyone 


has seen Swain and ever body 
has written about it. Swain is 
past history and we want to 
move on—and so docs Sheikh 
Mohammed. 

“Sheikh Mohammed fully 
supports Frankie. He rang 
and spoke to him and wc are 
just moving on.” 

All of which is rather sad. 
Dettori is raring's favourite 
son and. more importantly, he 
has done so much to convey 
the joy and excitement of the 
sport to a wider public. His re¬ 


markable achievements have 
earned him well-deserved adu¬ 
lation — not to mention wealth 
beyond most people's dreams 
- but like the rest of us he 
makes mistakes. There is no 
shame in admitting to them. 
Indeed, to do so would invoke 
considerable sympathy and 
admiration. 

If his decision io steer Swain 
away from the far rail at 
Churchill Downs towards 
Louisville high street was in¬ 
tentional, so be it. But surely it 

TwayOHNSON 


United States, and it offered a 
natural opportunity for him to 
give some kind of explanation 
as to what happened in the 
world's most valuable race. 

However, asked for his 
views, he responded: “I came 
here to launch a video, not to 
talk about Swain. That is the 
end of that” Pushed further, 
he stuck to a dearly prear¬ 
ranged script “Guys, you 



Dettori ignored the Breeders’ Cup ride on Swain at the launch of his video yesterday 


is not unreasonable to expea 
some kind of explanation for 
such tactics — not least to satis¬ 
fy punters who backed Swain 
and without whom Dettori 
would nor have a living, 

Dennri said that he would 
wind up his year by riding in 
Japan and Hong Kong before 
raking a holiday for Christ¬ 
mas. returning to the saddle in 
early February in Dubai. 

"It's been a great year. God- 
olphin has won most of the 
major races. Unfortunately I 
cannot be in three places at 
once. I won nine group ones, 
inducting the Eclipse, the 
1,000 Guineas, the King 
George and the Gold Cup at 
Royal Ascot. 

“1 had a great Ascot week. 1 
needed only one race to equal 
foe record of eight winners. 
Godolphin did not have a slow 
patch throughout the season.” 

Although David Loder will 

be training a large number of 
Godolphfrvowned two-year- 
olds next year from Evry race¬ 
course in France. Dettori ex¬ 
pects to ride mainly in Britain 
next season. “I’m not going to 
be going to France four times a 
week. And I will wait until the 
two-year-olds are up and run¬ 
ning.” he said. 

In the next few days Dettori 
has a busy schedule of radio 
and TV appearances to help 
promote his video. Perhaps, 
on reflection, he will be forth¬ 
coming otherwise there is a 
danger of the Swain episode 
simmering on unnecessarily. 



Albemarle and Richard 


Dunwoody take a crashing fall at the 
last at Newbury, but renewed their partnership to finish third 



THUNDERER 

1.00 Ten Of Diamonds 2.30 Gee Bee Boy 

1 .30 Balfour Lady 3 00 Vicar ' s Vase 

y 3.30 Wishing Wiliam 

2.00 Piper's Rock 4.00 Barneys Bell 

Timekeeper's top rating: 1.00 TEN OF DIAMONDS 


GOING: GOOD 


TOTE JACKPOT MEETING 


SIS 


■*6 


21 


1.00 SKYLARK NOVICES HURDLE (£2,788:3m 110yd) (10 runners) 

101 20/00- FORTUNES FUBHT 188 fcl Sms) J lung 5-10-13_A P McCoy 

IOC 5/2/4- JALAPEN0 38? (BR (A Parka) H Twlstw-Owies M0-1?__CUmtayn 

103 65P-S5 MV-TAD6. 13 M fits V Jones) fi Sate P-10-1?_ VStsOKy 

104 7P0P-F HJCAfimB(JAn«i)JAIJeiiTiIJ-l?_G Taroy 

105 F321/0 SHENAWGAHS 26 (D.GHR Funs) I WUum M0-I2_R WaWey Qi 

106 PU-222 TEN OF D1AVKWDS 8 (BO (Us D Poore) P Kotos 5-10-12_R Duwnodv 

107 P23- THE WRITS! 1S6P (ft P S&ore) S Sheraood &-1D-12_DBtfagher 

IDS 3400- HAPWiBISTRALififfl)UBbCtaRd&DNfcfcfc)PUrtnfc410-11 JlSdOl 

109 0141-5 JOHN KISH 16 (6) (F Bust) P Ecdes 4-10-11____ J ttdmre 

110 MCHELLMA Ms€ScoM) WsEScoti 7-1D-7_BPowci 

BETTING: 4-5 Ten a Dtamvb. 4-1 jaiapeno. 7-1 Iha Wrto. B-l Jrtn Bush, 10-1 Happy Mitraal. an Stem- 
gaus, 33-1 Fortuo BtfH, Uu-TaS. 50-1 often 

1997: DECYBORG 6-11-5 A P UcCor (Mas t»j U Pipe 10 on 

IWwssnWflB7l 12ft alia k> The Fu8 Manly mno*e lutfla a Vftv 
carton (2mS. good k> fcmj.^hpeno Bui of 13 m VBvnm m imhx 

__ lude dChnpaw (2in4l110)0. pooiO.aeriDiEly 51 2nd cl 14 loLalr 

Isafta In rwrtca lujea Cte’iBtow (2m HOfttgood). Siwrartgaisell tOnol iGto u*d NoaOe h nowt 
hurte al SMom 0« S llmd. good) Ton Or Dianionds 41 m ol 9M YouibH iuste hanrtHir nMtz 
ludto 4 Norton Abba) (ana. an), invioifiiy 21M o(ii b Who Ami hanogu nonce hrdtartEnsr 
(2m H. good). Itepy MosKrtOa 12ft of 10b Suw Foftw h nartu hidieal Durtaft ran 135ml pool 
to son. John Bush 3w 51) ol 12 to Bbirtnlrts birudubinlertCItoftirtiani (an UOjrt. gonO: prenousiy 
beat Nortw 3ni In U-fiMMT national. Ium U race al Heretard (an II. gowf) 

101 OF QiAMOMlS can gabi'a deoensd success ata findinp one bo good hb Ihee'»ns Oils mm 


1.30 ORCHARD P0R1UAN SBJJNG HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£1,658: 2m 10 (H runners) 


IM Pipe 5-11-10 

n][PHobbs 4-11-0 . .R WMgwg) 


201 -34213 ALMAPA18fCJU^T 

202 00323 FABULON 94 (FA (II PIpbJ 

an 5-535 BALFOlffl LADY 42 (BR (Mr & I . _ 

204 B5560- AFnONAOO 50F (USS R Dobson) R HodflH 4-10-13 . ___ 

205 2U4364 MORE BUIS 8 (B) (S teiaonl B Uewllyn 6-1M-1* S Bbcto wl 

B30P-5 vaHJ DANCER 33 (N HontMOrti) R Roa 5-10-6 -- Mr A hfllitewonh 

1-4533 BRIGHT EOPSE 28 (F) (Ms G Gataifl R FnW 5-1M-.~.-J RM 

POP-05 BARTON SCAUP 14 (UK B Patone) D AMfcNTis 6-10-5-EBynwm 

006P DANZAS 9 ® (M Jamc) J Bradley 4-10-0 -—Hr R Fortsajl) 

6-5330 KUJNG TIME 45 (DJ.Sj (S Lewy A Cjrrrtl 7-lM---- WMl fai 

6-OOf LIGHTNING USB. 10 {P Hfcm P Hall 4-100 Mr S SMngli) 

/453-P MUSIC CLASS 9 (Hnsm Away Racmg CU4>) R Bitea 7-1DO . .. .—-V Sate 
GUK-P Sff PROSPERITY 23 (Mss S mxrna>) Uos S Wmman 5- IDO _» WWnhpton j 


206 

2137 

208 

2OT 

210 

211 

212 

2TJ 

214 


-0«W0 PABiira JET .Ifl IWjwn Racing) P Finell 5-100--—G Snm>e 

Long hanScap: Dssas 9-12. «Bng Tune 9-11. UgMaig Rebel 9-10. Mutt Pass SO. See Piosprtt 9-8. PJO 
Id's Jel 9-7. 

BettinGl 3-1 FabuRm. 5-1 AigM Eclipse. 5-1 BaDou Lady. Mm Mb. 7-1 Mnaco. Veied Banco. 12-1 Aficiona¬ 
do KHhno Tin*. 14-1 oOierc 

1W7: UTTIE HOOLIGAN 6-1091 Aspen l<-i i h») S Knghl 11 ran 

Aknapa 9H 3d ol 12 a Neu Feel m tonBcap hudto a Wncaraon (2m, 
good): wevtoudy Ora! ConSal hntafa ?1 in 8-nma «IBng handkap to- 
ok si Taunon (in II. ftmurti Bnght Mlpse (51ft Mer ofl 9 3fd and 
iWoflTrwW Fabulon27l Idol 17lo Unniram in mod Rartfrap tirtlea Wo«3b 
( 3m, good to fern) Brttow Laay 1115th m 12 lo Inttoo Nerta m novice handfao hudertHnehid (SnlL 
nortl Mote Bits 2614t) ol 9 lo rtxi>g n»iWa in andeui novice nude at Kmon AUxn (3m 31. sat) Veied 
Dancei515*io| i4toCtasacEdibilinanoewseinnnnwrtuaplutfcrtWunx&i Orngoad]IMfi[Itay 
teOH ofl) S'--' 6Di Barton Scamp ai 5Si d 9 io Chop* bisrtkng lurte »*®crtC!Jn l iftri. 
^ortTwifingTlra 391 liftoM5 to Gtawng WinMlUnghandicaplurteal Emtai (2mII. pood). 
ALMAPA. a rtima over tract and tip on Ik petmwnme cart, loou a U»ce to thb rampam 


2.00 49*S RACING CLUB NOVICES HANDICAP CHASE [SHOWCASE 
RACE AND TOTE TO1FKTA RACE] (£7.393: 2m 3f) (12 runners) 

m wiu .Minf cpaRTA 16 ID P.Gl (R Sortev Tice) J Portonn 5-11-11 
w I4D6-1 Of FORTUNE Bra (V Giedwat) V Gieawr/ ifl-U-1 (7o) Mr S Smwnir (71 Tff 
Si .’m&J CTPMCflSx^4fFSJIMSJHDunnl Ubs £ UwHb 7-IP-13. - - A_PlfcC ov 103 

i ii - 

f, SB-jj 

1 : 
fr m KSwlisoisWL^tod-rtcl )«*** ■ vst ®^ - 
. ‘ rjlrtlWB ft-, m wranrae 9-0. Rollcal 9-7. heel 9-7. My BtxMui 9-7 

SSSCTSl 3-, BbdeW Fahne. 7-1 hup 01 SpM. M ton*. «M ***■ ***■ 

121 Mramae ,4 ' 1 l * w * 1 g97. aas Mo-rr jomrno-t) j mw 

mdee Wdtoo chase al PWWi CmU.aoodl Con- 
Ptoefs Roct dea O* hurtle a Lew 12m 3. mmj prevtoush bert 

iBurtTl Cractef 331 7to It 12 to Saw ^ Dam2a2aeBiol9nBtfcs»- 

Snonlad in In B-funna as!«n ot 13 lo TowiteiiMI in nnytcetodlc 

mddenin no*** landteb .Cii 4 Huetaa (2m, oncd). pavooih ten 


COURSE SFbCIAUSTS 


TRAINERS 

J Old 
J Neville 
PHObOS 

GlftCoul 

V&aewey 

UissHrAgm 


Wins Rnrs 


1B 

15 

Id 

17 

13 

35 


38.9 

M7 

2M 

235 

231 

229 


JOCKEYS 

J Osborne 
G SiWte 
J Cnitoty 
a McCoy 
CLiewiiyn 
G TcniWY 


Wins Rnrs 

i s 

3 is 

% 

10 S6 


% 

3U 

315 

200 

(96 

182 

17.9 


2.30 ROBERTS MAIDEN HURDLE (£2.605:2m IQ (14 runners) 

ARCTIC FUSUER 38 (Mk R Hambio) N Tadon-Onies 7-11-5_ CUshrNm DM 

BLA2IMGCASTLE 475F(UnDWMcijnNHatee4-11-5_BPtteSr - 

BRAVE SPV 97 fS Ltwrtsl A Canoe 7-11-5_ __C Maude - 


2/0 . . _ 

20- FRANK BYRNE 271 (j I 

GEE BEE BOY 7F (f ' __ 

P- JALB30F (fanny A Friends] PI 


.M AdzgeiaU - 


LKQGMcCoui 4-11-5_WltetoB 

_'anWyS Friends) P Itrtiy 4-11-5....RFanart 

PAULA'S PET 4B3F (B) (N Vneyl vtaBiaa 6-11-5 __J 

PRINCE OF MUA 2S3f (Si Gadon Bnnon) K Bailev 6-11-5_R1 

P CALON-Y-CWM IB (Valley 01 [teams Partneis<ep>Rj Price 4-il-d.Ob _ 

OOO-a cane LAM) 47 (Mis J B«a(dl R had 5-11-0..J Frost 

411 PPU4-0 FRUfTATON 19 (Us A Kemp) J Spainfl 7-11-0_6 Tnmiey 

412 P KOORUNAITE 9 (N Bud) R Bata 4-11-0___.V Sat 

413 MA£WMEAWS22F{GSeileJH(tWB4-n-0_ S StenMi 

414 1000- WESTPELD HST 164 (F) (Mils PKFbridns) J KewOe 6-11-0 ..S Durack 

BETTING: 5-2-A)du Fustia. 3-1 CeJkc Land. 4 T Frank Byrne. 5-1 Rnra 01 hdJa. 6-t Gee Bee Boy. 16-1 Boh 
S py. 25-1 Paata's Pbl 33-i dOibs. 

1997: TWO TD TANGO 4-11-0 C Unetyn (10-1) N TmanvOattas 14 hi 

tfBi ArcBc Fusier 2213M ol 10 b Ross Oiav in makton hude a SartmO 

!ri3r?WPM-H5r3K; Om llOyd. good) Brave Spy 561 /dun UtotufianNectaiin nrance lo 
me al Wortesei (2m. goad to ftm). Frai* Byrne 3017lh ol 13 u Franbe 


Tan m raurnl hunt I la rate a Newbury 


wy (3n nOyd. goad)' _ 

Jn 3fD nance (urte a) Nertvy On H 


.. _ __ _____ t so*}.lasJ3nc«6i*9wli»- 

da 314ti of I9to ton Moinaln in hal handicap a Letaow (im2L oted to prtdngl PmceOltidilinnar- 
lynbhLadHuntdi|)dononFIalrtBionixu^yal7l'1m Celtic Lead 1^12nd o(SD Hob Inmteia nonce 
hnfie al Wocesia (2m. good lo Trm). 

ARCTIC FUSUER gave some enconoemeol on his icbin ton a teo-ytu ibance at SouBmeti lad morfh 

3.00 SOUTH WEST RACING CLUB AMATHJR AIDERS HANDICAP 
HURDLE (£1,970: 2m 3f 110yd) (16 runners) 


501 233211 ROBERTS TOY 421 


P/013- COLOSSUS OF ROADS 491 
12F3-2 WOTS VA SE 19 (BF.S) (G 
1213/6 NOTABLE BCCSmON 14 ~ 

505 3-5233 DISTANT STORM 5 (B.I 

506 5200-0 CENT010 (B) (B Yin) Us 

507 Z322-2 PAULTON 
506 353P0 SPORT OF _ 

509 /20222 TOUTS MIST 26 (fil 

510 OKWP FRONTER FUSHT10 

511 141004 FLAItVFS FIRST 18 

512 511B30 ZVK3BAR 5 (B.CDE. 


502 

503 

504 


iYJWMtoJGHam 7-11-10. 
F.GI (D Wim) C Usm 9-114. 
IA Brtlay 311-6. 


.XRaa G) 


—NFUdy 7 

_._. _-RFontataJ 7 

: .£LS) (Snrti PmoJWp) R Dicfcin 9-11-3 J Sndh 7 

“ ‘ “ B UMettyn 5-11-3_J L UmByn 5 

IKarc 5-1D-7___P Jones 5 

K Btshnp 5-104 ——_S Strange 7 


(W Reed) S Cota 9-10-3 

._ eyj J Boduty 8-10-2 -- 

O^&S) IS HoMer) F Haff 310-0 

(D 6cm n) RJ Price 4-104_ 

(D Holp«i) J Bradley 6-130 . 


_AHoUmmrth 

—MteCBiyan 
_:.GEW»lstoiey f 

_,T SaKtamne 7] 

—UssEJJorae 


109 

101 

65 

98 

100 

104 

77 

104 


73 


iY198ffl.F.£„.___„ 

516 lfi-426 QMNE CHANCE 15 (iLS) <M OefCbei) M CluchK 10-104-J Y0O1Q (7) 

Lang iHKhapc FWime s Fira 9-13. Zteplar 312. Quauae Memoiy M2. PUB'S BapUft; 9-10. Mr Bemotoof 
39. Oram Chaee 31 

E7THG-4-1 Wear s vase 31 RcberlS Toy, ItearH Stom. 31 Twy'sUsl. 7-1 FWHdr 12 ! NolaUe Exception. 
14-1 Cenn. Ratwe's Ficl. 131 dObi . 

1997: AS JM3104HOfem (133)0OTfca lD hi 

Roberta Toy deal Abapa 31 m 7-4una telTito huifta rtTaunion (2m If. 

" ‘ ' —— . - --■" S In 3nn* !"“■■■ 


i: fkml: prevtousiy beta TnmFB MU (22to teoer ad) 51 In frnnw tettig 
B hmai al Fort«S (2m3 il()»d, gaod). Crtnssus Ot Roads 3*^13rd o( 5 
! a Wnceska (2m. good In sod). Idea's use HI 2nd ( 


to WHIy SU n Imlcap luae a Wncesan (2m, good to sod), idea's^Vaae w 2nd ol Bio Last laqh to 
handKsp hndte a Wrarestei (2m. sot) NcOMe Exccptinn 1916di ol 15 to Zaraharea In amaoi tanoicao 

tudle a Sed Beheld (3m 311 10 xL ggodtncod) Dfctart Stom 2^1 id id 5 io Torta to tend lean ludie a 

Ctepcm. On 110 yd. gocxltosc*]. PaJtan 2!*i 2nd ol 11 in Tift* Ms Bold b hamfleap lurdta a Tmnaa 

On good to ton) Tony's Us 31M ol M ®LJBUa)h»l»*iMhw*captarttoaSWtord Cm 110yd. 

good) wm FtofinTs Fort nin vwrse od) 33 Tdi. Rahhrt FW IB 4ti o( 12 B Not Fort In hanhab hiKle 
a Wtoesraon ( 2 m. good). 

YEAR'S VASE, headed dos home on Ik letun should agan go Ml tar Ns In-tam stable 


ILMINSTER HANDICAP CHASE (£2,734:3m) (10 (imners) 


3.30 

GDI 112F-5 WISHING WU1AM19 (BF.DELS) (Emoitiie tehQj Us H KligN 311-10 .J May 102 

602 42i?4- STAUNCH FBVAL 385 (B.CDAS) Wn Wttrtl) G IhqnH n-11-7 .Ctara Thortef ffl - 

603 4U3P-5 eCSRN RUN 10 (GE) (P Sato) R Hodges 311-5-B Point 101 

- -v. - 7 _ J0 ^ 13 -SSaMtop) 105 

-R &JC31 45 


604 25451P MDIAN TEMPLE 

605 2-P543 JOHNS THE BOY 20 (DE.GE 

606 -44423 DUBELLE 27 (F.G) |W Lee) J 

607 2/2-54 0LL1VER DUCffiTT 21 (Yrnm 

608 4601-5 BILLFS MATE 23 (DEJS) (Sefttan 
E09 31256- CANT SAY 268 (S) (C (tort) J “ 
610 JPP3ZJ COLONEL COLT 535 (F 


Hodges 
anti kbi 

(N Mason) N Mason 12-1313 

Cng31311- -AP 

"Hart) C Pee«m 3104 . 0 UcPhaB 


oamPartnerdiirtJPbrlnon 7-I33AI . . 
3104 --JdrRFo^W^ 103 


7-130 


/PP32/ COLONEL COLT 535 (PHclOOl R 
Long handicap Can! Say 9-11. Cotonet M 310. 

BETTW6- 31 waning Wttam. 3i Johns The Boy, 31 Duterie. 7-1 houn Temple. Odhei Oucten. 31 Bun's 
l&r. 131 Staunch RmL 12-1 rthers. 

1997: STEPIE JACK I3l3n R Greene (131) K Bteftop 10 ran 


401 io ol 6 b BassenbaUy m Itmicap cAase a Pstanham (3m 1 Tftrt. good). Dtdiede 6^13ni ol 10 to Sissin- 

onute Rio m hanocap ctra» a HeteluO pm. gnod to linn). Oamr Ducked fi\il 4ft ol 12 to Caddy's Rra m 
sung tenrtcap chase al Ludlow (2m. good to firm) BHs's Mata 391 Stool lib Who Am (In arateu noviee 
feidtoaiEeder ramfil. good). CanlS^ 41! Beno/BfflCa!m£tortJrr)novice tenrtcapaa*alLln0flB!flf2m 

41 iiDyd.gocdmsoeLColonrtCo«3l^dlOtoUsteGcadBuytoruvitehandictectneeaHuirtrt)don 

(3m. good n firm) 

DUBELLE has a stamina qiesUon b ara*ra a toe tip bid stauiU go ctosa I gadng hone 

4.00 WEATHERBYS STARS OF TOMORROW OPEN NATIONAL 
HUNT FLAT (£1,208: 2m If) (11 ruimeis) 


FD1- BARNEYS BELL 22BP (S) (F Mbs 8 W Mills) N TMSton-DartB 311-4 — C 

3 CRICKETWG 54 (Wfcctal Thinters) T Germ 3H-4-R 

03 DARK UAUHALER 332 (J BUe) R FiMI 311-4.. 

43-5 FORGOTTEN l€H0 15ffiStai) V Dartrafl311-4---JCi 

GRAVITY FLOW (H Pmry) R Abler 4-11-4--—RW 

MARAUDS) (B Edpeiey) N Harts 311-4---R 

RESOURCE (MisSartUBJ 0(1311-4-MAR 

SULLIVANS UFE ffi Glbte) P Hoots 311-4- -G 

3 BONNET 229 (B recks) R Cuts 4-1313---- _ 

0 FOREST FLORA 28 (New Fond faring Partnettoto) J MuBn 4-1313 Mr D Tmw 
3 R0B0RETTE 286 (l WadSrtrti) J (folto 310-13--S Durack 


44 


BETTMG:3?Bane|isBel,7-2Re2Me.3l Cncrtdig.Faocfton Kero, 31 Gtart) Him. SutonaslA. 14-1 Fa- 
esl Ftaa.231 otoeii 

1987: VALIANT MEMORY 4-1313 P Ryan (131) N Crana 13 ran 

Baneys Bel getf mg by The Ban into rtratob term uem toe fags. 
OWraftia 9^13n) ol 1 3 O Srtmgfield ScaUy m raftmal tun Ea race a 

__hWBt RaH«(lm5lll0|id. good). FmipBen Hart 1415ft ol 25 uPian- 

^PioijetoigionBlhaeliaraceaClietertBniCm lidyd. goon. How OaBTta.Mwgekfiflgort 

LOe BamaiBW ^oIZHo Name Smater In TratfoiarfwrtlHltBctalMawtayRmHOyfl.rtrtd mart). 

RObaradE 241 Stool 15 b Flylfig Foolde m nadonN how teiraca a Ftftestme (2m if 1 lOwJ. goodb sot). 

Prtrt-dHHH scctn BARNEYS 601 gets Die nod n a rata where raeteww c«w « tot 


RESULTS FROM YESTERDAY’S TWO MEETINGS 


Newbury 

Oritur quad lo soft 

sSSffliWafew— 



TAUNTON 

LUDLOW 
UNGFIELD 
IRJ5HH 


101 

102 

103 

120 


ffl 

202 

203 

220 



i^OIJnchU EXECtftlVEradCfAFfcto- 

Cw SS,ttUnnfl gmAg^d- 

wvi) 3 Oh Donna (M A FtajeraW. 7-2) 
AL50 F)AN. 11-4 Denham 
V\j 31. 2i| G HuWWdaT 
Toie Cl 60 OF E1060 CSf E9 75. 

lii. ALSO RAW 9-£ Son^narr 
MSiiiHed CuiaW (6"i). Teaaira 6 Ran- 
SS, it, Sun Suria IbJriJ. 20 Terrain. 9 W1 
i-j jel gLUooioaEinqhlon Tolc. 

SiioBttS ati^ T "J fiC - 

Ii52793tr CSF £5633 Tncasl £22918 
__ .n_. , liv^j hdta) 1, WRECKLESS 

^'jOWaiWrougWOT-WP £5B0 £2». 
n 10 DF £660 LSF JS.vZ 


3J» (2m HO# HHJEBOUND (MA 

FCgeiald. 1 1-10 lav). a SnanguotB (P Hal¬ 
ley. 7-ij. 3. Junal (J Osborne, 12-1). ALSO 
RAN 7-£SbtonortMefc«ly.6RefcyParkee3 
a {4m). 10 MMnsdne Bay. 33 Ellewelie- 
woo i6m). French County. The Leader (5dil. 
56 Seven O Seven, 100 Cednc Tudor, Socrel 
Locri.Thckslartda. 13ran (fi.ILfll.IlBLIOL 
N Hcnderscn al Lamboum Tde S2J5&. 
Cl 40.£230.£1 BO DF EB60.CSF £954. 

ni ^ 1 X 00 -part won {pool of 
4 carried (omatd toTaunton ts- 

ttaifl- 

Placepot El 12-BO. 


Quadpot E5J0. 


Kelso 


Going: soft (heavy n places! 

1.10 [2m 110yd htfe) 1. Flnawood (LWyer. 
7-21.2, Teefin Bay (9-1). 3. EsGo (13-fl lav), 
10 tan 151. 41 J Jefl(*soa T«fl: ES.70; 
£110. £2.10. £180 DF. C375Q. CSF' 
£3009 

1j 40 (3m II ch) 1. Sniper (C McComw*, 
32). £ A/4varfr13lav|.4fan 11 F Mur 
lapn Tote. £2^a DF: £1.40 CSF: E4 34. 

2.10 (2m 110yd Mb) i, JuatfeiMac IPNv- 
en, s-4 tav). 2. Paacaqara King (11-4), 3. 
FtossolP-i) 5ran.S. la JRizGctaW Tow 
C30-.C1M.E1 20 DF E4 10 CSF E55B 


ZM 12m BI 110yd ch) 1, Naughty Future 
(A Magutra, 11-4 2. Daw Biahe 

(12-1); 1 Shanasspy 13-U Mmr Bol (5lh) 
11-4 4-lav. 6 ran 121. 61 J ONal Tide: 
£290. £\2D, £290 DF: EH <0 CSF 
£26.16 

3.10 (2m 61 llOvd hdte] 1. Crtfouratni- 
aara (8 Granan. 11-10 lav). 2, Blade Ice 
Bov (7-2): 3. Detma (7-y 6 ran 2H I'd 
WrtASwintJBrtt Tens. £210.n 10.E280 
DF: £4.70. CSF' £4 88 
3.40 (Zm 11 eta) l SotegWhffl Supple. 34 
fart. 2. Briars Debpi (2-1). 3, Excise Man 
(6&-1) 5r»i 71.241 J Bard®. Tola £180, 
£1.50, El 10 DF.E2B0 CSF £4.47 
Ptacepofc Efl7JSO. 

Quadpot E17vW. 

Blinkered first time 

UNGRELO PARK: 12.20 Punkah, 
Byzantium. 1.20 De-Wolf. 1.50 Mag- 
ique Etoile, Cantgetyourbreafh 
TAUNTON: 1.00 Mu-Tadil, Happy 
Minstrai, 1.30 Mure Bills. 2.30 
Paulas Pel 



THUNDERER 

1.10 Salinger. 1.40 Sissmghurst Flyer. 2-10 Maz> 
ileo. 2.40 Party Animal. 3.10 Highbeath. 3.40 
YORKSHIRE EDITION (nap). 4.10 Kiltulaa Lad. 

GOING: G000 (GOOD TO FIRM IN PLACES) SIS 

1 .1 0 RICHARDS CASTLE CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS 
SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE (£1,660: 2m) (16 dinners) 


1 51U/DUBAI FALCON 999 

2 10-5 SALINGER 69 

3 MP5G0VBW0R; 

4 1416 barley meadow 31 

5 SIP- IB5IS) WOODSTICK ... 

6 BORO ORANGE ORDER 14 (D.G. 

7 3Q/U AMBER RMG15 Miss k 


BOUrn 7-12-0-XAbpuu - 

' 10-11 -8 ._ C McContmcfc BG 

I '_ 

E.GJ R Fad 6-11-3 .. 

.. D Gtapan 5-11-1 H Ofivar 
FJoKtanS-lD-l! -R 
5-10-9 ..N 


8 0054 GALLDPtK GLBtS 9 (CO.F.G) H LtoMAyn 6-10-9 

fiGchael Bretnar 75 

9 0032 CORDIAL KNIGHT 28 C Unlock 5-10-8 T MMkner (7) 80 

10 0414 OLD GOLD N TAN 7 A Judes 5-10-S......Guv Lowta 7B 

11 -040 BUWEIB SPECIALS M 4 NBrtla 5-10^—AC Coyle 53 

13 5540 NORIKM NATDN 9 P.G) W Clay 10-10-4-6 Lee S4 

13 fttoO DARING RYDE IB J Smtai 7-100_M Batchelor - 

14 QIP-NAGARASOUND254BPraace7-10-0_JMqgfwdfH - 

15 2006 S77tE7CKNG 19 Us L WXemstn 5-10-0. Mark Srrttfi (7) 76 
IS 3B-P LOFTY DSQD 35 (BJ3^ Mrs C Htcft& 8-10-0 _^M KafiflMey P) to 

7- 3 Cental Iwirtl, 6-1 Gomn DmtoL 13-3 Gdllopng Sue. 7-1 Etetoy Meadow. 

8- 1 Satega.ofi Goto HI*. 10-1 Ufctor Woodstitt. 16-1 niters. 


1.40 BANKS’S BUSINESS BUILDER NOVICES 
HANDICAP CHASE (£2,840: 2m) (11) 

1 -303 DOWN THE YARD 65FM Qtmnai 5-11-10 —WWdftMngtOB 

2 4-21 SHEHWOOO BOY Z7 (DJ^)K Bate) 9-11-8 N Wttrmsoa 

3 -510BIYAIBjGIDMcCainG-11-6-TJMuphy 

4 OMBffikamWWTra 19NGaselea 5 - 11-3 JRKaramoh 

5 U-1U SESMGHURST FLYER 16 (DflRDKtto 6-11-3 -Alhantml 

E P-PO UCH CHAMRON16 A Canoll 6-11 -2-A Sctioles (7) 

7 0-PPKQATHARY6 (UA H Harwy 7-10-11-JAMcCiihy 

B -BP4I»lin»QSH»nNNaitoiaG)HltodgcM PHrifcy 
9 RP-B OFTCE HOURS 31 R Lee 6-10-T_ ...A Mmte 

10 F00-CLAWSSPRWG255RHttdges5-10-1- SVIynm 

11 PS45 NUGNCAMELS ISCNaeBlty KMM_.Mtas AftBfcjrfT) 

84 Shwood Bor. 7-2 Stesbrtural B)B, M BJya. 8-1 Domi Tl» 1W. 10-1 Mbs. 

2.10 BF NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES HURDLE 

(£2,948:2m) (10) 


45 


.110 MAZLEO 15 (F£) I WOtaro 5-11-H 
066- CD BUY 176 G McCiwl 5-J1-0 _. 


—R Jobneon 

2 066- CD BOY )7B fi UcCoul 5-1!4J --E Ftottara) 

3 00- CHAR'S PHOHLES 286 IfiE K George 5-11-0 -R Massey O) 

4 OOO-KARZHANG287WJnkS6-11-0-TJertO 

5 400- PADDMGTIWJOKS 224 OMcCata 5-11-0 ...TJ Mwpby 

E 0-P2 ROCHFBURG 14 fD£) F Murtagh 5-11-0-A Dobbei 

7 1/2 ROUTE DIE IB'BF.G) S Sheneood 5-11-0...GBradey 

B B STAR LAWS 31 Bin 5-11-0_AMaite 

9 00-8 CATCH THE ACTION 47 M R Bodey 5-10-9 .J R Kaverato 

ID OP- T AM) ORANGE Z75 R Cuds 6-10-9_MrGUtefT) 

4-7 (bate One. 5-1 Mad lea. 13-2 Roctetaft 13-1 C D Boy. IB-1 otoaa. 


2.40 BATES ft HUNT GROUP NOVICES CHASE 

(£3,973: 2m 40 (9) 

1 P144 OffLUENCE PEOLER IB Q)fJ5) Mas K Grade MI-10 . 

R Massey 0)‘ Q 

2 312/ CLOD HOPPER 652 (D.RI WlUams 6-10-13 ._R Jotnsm - 

3 -P64 DUBLH TREASURE 7 IBS) J Hevflta 6-10-13 A C DoylB (5) - 

4 30-2 GO GO H3BIY 21 JBr.5) R Alter 6-10-13-A Thornton 70 

5 PU3P JOLLY BOAT B F Jordan 11-10-13 —.-A DobWn 58 

6 UP-PI0LLYMAN13(Sj JIfcfifa 10-10-13-TJ Uuphy - 

7 453- PARTY ANMAL 328 K Bader B-1D-13-N lWtanson - 

8 0640 ROCKVLLEPKE42DDuffiwn6-10-13-„H0t«rra - 

9 /20f WHITE IH RIONT 33 Us A price 7-10-13 .Mr P Credo (7) - 

2-1 Go Go Henry. 9-3 Muence Pate. PMv Aneirt. 6-1 dud Hews. 9-1 often. 

3.10 BANKS'S NO 9 HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3,323: 3m) (7) 

213 fDJr.&S) H Del) 7-12-0 JJrtmson 119 
i Hra M Renley 7-11-7 Mr A Demay (3) 114 
F.D,fflK BMey 7-10-13 —NWtomson 130 


1 211-LANCASTTfiAN JET 213 
3 1231 reOBEATH 21 

3 dl-R PfflRYMAH 18 fBF.D^K Bainy . . 

4 1-42 PHLATHJC 10 (BF.CD.SIR After MO-11 —A TtoitWl 116 

5 3442INWEMPEROR21 JW.DflACerroflB-10-1 TJMartw 114 

6 FP2- KMGHTS CRKT W R ftdft 8-10-1-X Ahpum ® ffffl 

7 F11- JQyiAR0192 (COf.G) W Jenle 7-10-0-Gary Lyons Tra 

3-1 rtgitoaeto. 7-2 hdi Engem. B-2 Lncastian JeL 6-1 Poiyraen. M utera. 


3.40 


BUDGET GAS MAIDEN HURDLE 

(£2.626: 2m 51110yd) (15) 


1 FT04 ANOY CLYDE 7 A Bait 
3 M-4 CHECK THE DffiK 23 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 


15-11-5 


__ S Wynne 56 


___ Mann 7-11-5_J 

2F-5 CLONSWRE CASTLE 34 PHttte; 5-11-5- A 

30- FOUNTAIN BAMC258 JSpeartng 5-11-5-fl Johnson 

3M GRATE TftSSfl (B JSp®mg4-Tf-5- JR 

OO- MANNA BRAVE ffll AH Itaner 4-11-5-JA 

33-3 MEDIUM WAVE 18 S Steward 6-11-5_G Brafley 

PP-P UHI ORCHESTRA36 ACitoDt 7-11-5-MMftoa - 

9 35-3 NATIVE RECRUIT 2fi D MdKIteon 5-11-5-A Megulra 50 

10 250- STSPLES LAO 192 (BF) N Tmsbn-Davtes 5-11-5 T Jotos - 

11 /C8- TAUCALOT 453 U Si’pia'd 7-11-5 —_T J MurpHy - 

13 <X)-0 WOODBURY Ml 15 A James 4-11-5.-Gaty Lyons - 

13 5- YORKSHIRE EDITION 192 P MchoBs 5-11-5 -R Etamoody - 

14 LADY PRUNELLA )*55 V WDIams 7-11-0 —N WMarosao - 

15 ROM0RT5DmEHB119TMertoa5-11-0 _..JMoglord(7] - 
5-3 ttrtn ReauL 7-3 Medum Wm. 6-1 Gran Tmes. 7-1 And) Chde. B-1 etoea 


4.10 SHOBDON INTERMEDIATE OPEN NATIONAL 
HUNT FLAT RACE (£1 277: 2m) (14) 

1 F21- BALE AN DAMGfi 243 1 0 9Hntaad 5-11-2 - J Oafaame - 

2 CAMDEN TI^R Lad Tyrone 5-11-2---TJMurj) 

3 04* CAUGHT MFFMS191 NrjlMfes5-T(-? QoUSfcih | 

4 3 HURRICANE HARRY20K MoiwiB-11-2-GT 

5 4-3KIL1UAALAD34PHobbs5-11-?-HI 

E 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 



06 PCEA'S PAST 8 J Nevffis4-11-2-AC I 

SMOKBIGGUNW Jmte5-11!--- .. . 

0* DOUBLE OR CUTS 316 &Sanu 5-10-11 —SapMS m*U 

FOREST NATIVE R CurUS 5-10-11-MrGLrtnQ 

OUT OF SORTS Miss A Sftfeell 4-10-11 ...XAbpuu^ 
SAMCHAR R N Be* 4-10-11 Ur J D Moore (7) 

0&-SUkVESIMENTS204MteBVWBtsnsfi-10-ll NWHnsai 

0-SCTBt Off 267 (WBI&ns 5-10-11-RJotewr 

TALKMG N RIDDLES W torts 5-10-11 .Gay Lyons 


5-2 Bale An Dasgia.^ 4 - 1 5» Mstnods, OtAa lad. 5-1 Hancaw Harry, fr i often: 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


LUDLOW: Tubers: Mbs V KnUarfi. B rtnnas bom 11 ruraos. 545% D 

MAoIsm. 18 from 62.290*. fl Cards. 5 hm 71.238%. P Nchofe 10 

lrom43.23JfcKBailey. IBIrcmflflt,225%.PHobbs. 10iom6t15.fi*. 

Jocte)® R OiKMody. 15 nlnnas him 50 riflas. 75.9V N VHBamsen.11 

horn 51 a&fc. A L&cae. 18 tom 91.118V 7 J Utnphy. 4 mm 24. 

IErv R Jotnson, I4bm 89.157*. A Thornton. 12 tom 83.14^1%. 

UNGFELD PAWL Tafics M Prescott. 24 MOIWS too IDBnnws. 

222V. J Berry. 35 Bom 172. 203V Lord Huntingdon. *5 horn 238. 

19.7V M Johnston. S3 Bom 296.17A G UcCohI, * Bom 23.17.4V R 

OHIUL 9 Irom 53.17.0V JceBwK P RoOaK 9 iiBibs torn 45 rBfis 

200V £ MUCww. 23 tram 139.16-5V W Ry». 34 Bom 214,159V IT 
SWMB*. T tm «, 112V. G Cana. 30 Bom 22013JV 


LINGFIELD PARK 


THUNDERER 

12.20 Castles Burning. 12.50 Al Mabnook. 1.20 
Love Op^a. 1.50 Princess Foley. 2-20 Glow. Z50 
White Plains. 3^0 Lest Reputation. 3.50 Hyde 
Park. 

GOING: STANDARD DRAW: 6F-1M, LOW BEST SIS 

12.20 BOOK A BOX NOW APPRENTICE HANDICAP 

(£1,737: 1m 21) (14 runners) 



__„ 6-V6 —AMcCarty 13 

E 2154 MELLORS 38 (C.F.G) U Hea)on-Efc 5-9-6-A Dart 9 

7 4000 SHARBADARu 46J (C) S Don 4-9-5_P Doe GO 2 


8 0404 WOO CANARY 12jBDBtarfes 34-3. 

9 2054 CASn£SBliiMKl7(CD l F)C< 

10 2412 BANK ON HM 17 G L Mom 3-9-1" 


-P Ctarts 


r 4-0-1 —G Fauknor 3 
_ _ _HBrisfend (5) 5 

11 4400 TRSAL PEACE21 (CDJFj) BOtttoy6-9-1_K Shed SI It 

12 4600 JUNS£ STORY 56 NO P matwyn 3-8-13 _ -S Canon G) 12 

13 0000 BYZANTUU 33 (VO Uni Hertkigikn 4-8-11 — AJfchotep) 8 

14 5356 IMPERIAL PRINCE 145 SWoodi3-6-11_PFess8y7 

9-2 fifcgssrt. 7-1BM Oh (tan. **mn Com. 6-1 ChaBmns Choice, 161 oDhs. 


12.50 CHRISTMAS PARTIES AT UNGFIELD 
MAIDEN STAKES (Div 1: £2,741:6i) (10) • 

1 3000 AIMABIOOK 28 KMarts JM-JQrtmB 

2 0000 ASYAAD41 UraLSwbto3-9-0-MTabbtS7 

3 D BE6UBJ 223 R Ingram 4-M-LRPerhan3 

4 2254 oaeattMN65BNtoebm3r9-0- Dam (mm 4 

5 -400 MAAS S3 P MaBb 3-9-0_S Sanders 1 

6 0030 SEOHD SUN 66 JBtidga 3-9-0-C Banted 9 

7 00 SOCIAL ROUND 31 TPWe* 3-9-0-P McCabe 5 

B -006 BALLASHA 26 B falfinfl 3-E-9_G Faulkner P) 2 

9 0 MARY HANNAH 37 A Senki 5-6-9-P Doe (5) 10 

10 0000 YANOMAIRBJBeny 3-6-9_GCancrE 

6-11 Dorman. 5-1 Maas. 7-1 MltatnMi.6-1 rtnoorart. 16-1 otters. 


1.20 CHRISTMAS PARTIES AT LINGFIELD MAIDEN 
STAKES (Div II: £2.741:61) (9) 


1 0000 BtCTON PAHK118 <VJ_K Comakwd 4-9-D . 


-M Fanffinfl 


2 Q COMhENDATORE 21^G McCmei 3-9-0 —R Sbufinkne (5) 3 

3 4242 ELLWAY PRBKE 24 (V) N Matartey 3-94) -DUdCeown 5 

4 HEARTS ABLA2E K Imy 3-9-0-G DiiCdd 2 

5 0000 LEOFRK 18 (B) M Prtrtase 3-9-0-i’Doa (5)4 

6 00 REGENT 20 CMritaCkB-M-TVW fams B 

7 24-0 AMBHIOUS10J Fandawe3-6-9--TSptMnS 

8 4000 DE-WOLF 37 00 P Mtotn 3-8-9---SSmfctSl 

9 3400 LOW 0PS1A13 J Beny 3-6-9---P Roberts (3) 7 

5-4 Dhoy Mrea, 2-1 Amttns. 9-2 Une Opera. 14-1 UaBfc. 20-1 udias. 


1 .50 FRY ft POLLARD CLAIMING STAKES 

(2-Y-O: £2,085: 61) (14) 

1 5100 SAW)R VMS 54 ® A Hemwis (Brt) 9-3-C Dedans 2 

2 6023 &ASTCMBURY 17 M Charon 6-13_W Ryan 13 

3 6ATHH6NG CLOUD M H-aJon-EUs 8-12-JFiNfe(7)6 


4 3430 PRINCESS FOLEY 28 W G M Tuner 6-12.A Metals (5) 5 

5 D36S CAWTBETYOURBREATH 41 (B| B Ueettel 8-11 M Tebtxm 10 

* 0004 JAZZMC 41 P Matin B-8___S Saidas 8 

7 0530 MBjOOY LADY 41fljj Mra L Stobte 8-6 —6 FeiAncr H) 11 
B 0600 R0B4O0R Gffl-2/rf Hannon 8-8-Oar*0'Nc*4 

. 9 0300 PADDOCK NSPECRON 37 (B) G larts B-5-NDayl 

10 0040 P0KHT21 GLMoonB-5_GDUflfcUl* 

11 000 ASHBRnTLE LADY45LCoSraH8-4-.ADaJy (3) 3 

12 fioa DOME AND DUSTED 12 J dory 3-4 -—PhfiBjrf 

13 0000 DAttflY (HSH 12 P ECCfes 6-2_A McCartiy (3) 7 

14 0406 MAGIQUEETOILE7(V)MMoQgertdgeB-2-.TSprrtm12 

3-1 Gbaortuy. 5-1 [are And Dusted. 8-1 CanQrtfMberth. S-t often. 


2.20 


WYE STAKES (2-Y-O: £3,236:1m) (12) 


J DASHNGl Cottas 9-0--A 

2 0002' DAUNTED 12JB) G L Mww 9-0 - —-G _ 

3 re GRIP FAST 17TBrtfiHflM-DGffSDri [3) a 

4 50 UJ2BAY21 R Charlton 9-0_RPoham3 

5 REAR GUARD ACTION PBUBer 941-F Norton 11 

6 Q TWO PACK 28 B Peace 0-0--P Dob (5) 7 

7 003 COPffORCE G*RL 52 Mss B Satom 6-9-S Santera 1 

8 2540 ESTIME 23 M Jarrt; 3-9_J0*ui8 

9 0 GL0W28Lcnl Huteradrn 6-9 -- -W Ryai 2 

10 060 DH SO GRAM) 37 R Cowell B*...D* Obson 12 

11 08 PMLATB X LADY5 2 M Htofnra B-9 ..-S Draw* ID 

12 B SCARLETSCHTRE20HCnerrtto6-9-TSgn*«4 

9-4 £terte4 3-1 CopyBMsfirt 5-1 Ejunm Sow. 6-1 SaridSapre, 12-1 oftea 


2.50 BRYAN GOULDING STAKES (£3,436:1m 40 (9) 

1 4000 RANDOM KDOMESS 26 ffiDT) R tapam 5-9-7-A Ctaric 6 

2 2126 WHITE PLAINS 243 (C BJ.S) K Butt 5-9-4 „D Mckeown 3 

3 0001 ALSAMB 12 (OrtWrabiT5-6-13-——- .TSprtef B 

4 0344 CE_DC REVt 138 ffi! h Comartad 4-8-13-MFenun4 

5 4020 FOR VALOUR 50 ©JLSj) K Cumtogham-Bnram 56-13 W Ryan 5 
S 2886 OPHMBUFF40©MbsGttfluer 7-8-73 .PFraUktS{7}2 
7 -060 PRWCEDANZIG IO (CDfl DMSalft 7-6-13 ..DaneDIM9 

a @-00 DDaTl62GBtaieiy3-8>7_—6Carter7 

9 0322 FRST MASTER 10(G) MssG Kenavay 3-6-7 —5 Dnnne 1 

11-10ReItatocr.4-1 HWbP tm. 7-1 (W Marar.B-i Atartb. TQ-1 ottieg. 


3.20 


LADBROKE ALL-WEATHER TROPHY 
HANDICAP (Qualifier: Div I: £2,515:71) (16) 


1 5150 LAST REPUTATION 2fi 

2 0000 CHCXAWKKA18 ' ~ 

3 2000 SAIPAN 26JVJ).F,6) D 

4 5000 KINGS HARMWY112 

5 0006 DUTTUNTO 22 (Bffl JI 

6 1506 POLAR MST26 Us N 


B Hitts 3-10-6 .. J D BmDi p) 6 
B Paling 7-1041 „ G Partner (3) 11 

13_Natan 7 

Rkjuam 5-9-10 RPertoniO 

a WO_MWtfamE 

Maoetey 3-9-9-D McXeown 13 


Candy Manta & 
Z.PDHffl14 


_ . I7pfl« 

ID 0056 KNMN017GLMnora4-8-12 - 

11 2-61 CHURCHU'S SHADOW 173 (G) 8 Pnce 4-8-12 . . 

12 0100 GADGE 22 (C.Df.G^) A Bailey 7-6-11 - J Bosley ft) 9 

13 1560 DAYNABEE 75 Ir.GSA McN» 3-8-9--T Asftfay2 

14 (MOD NORDBCX 62 (CJ.® P ttwwnl S-8-7-T Sprite 15 

15 2115 THE GREEN GREY 3fl (BFAB) □ Mmib 4-8-5 —jTctrt3 

16 1000 ROHAANDSCMS STUD 82 (CD) K Cnmertad 5-6-5 . II farton 4 

9-2 Last Baiurtlaa 6-1 Brtiieo. Chunftl'sShailM. 8-1 Pott UsL 10-1 often. 


3.50 


LADBROKE AU.-WEATHB1 TROPHY 

HANDICAP (Qualifier: Drv II: £2,502: 7f) (16) 


.1 5550 BE MY WISH 39 

2 2010 HYDE PARK 29 

3 1000 RANBOWRAM 

4 0066 1DE5TW070 

5 2150 SH0NTNNE2T 

6 5-44 LORD SKY 215 


U& 6 Kenerer 3 - 10-0 ...S Drowns 5 

M Piunertl 4-10-0_GDuflkM6 

Ofl SQw 4-9-11_RDM (5J1 

PVtaMn M-10_S Sanders 7 

. : .Q) U Johetan 5-9-9 ._K Sked (5) 16 

: JSMBa*r 7-9-7-G Carters 

.. ..BBfWandr 


7 0001 WV T7 (C O) JBhdgg4-9-5_B Brt&and (7) IT 

B 3003 CAVERSRfiil TJdTQ R Hamm 34-4_Dane O'MB 4 

9 0302 CQMEOUTOFTHETOG 17 (CDl A Mdtae 3-&-3 ...T Asrtev 13 

10 0040 MBCE^DOUBLE21JYJ)flMisNUacafiey4-9-0 PMeSieB 

11 0005 JOHNNY STACCATO 7 fGflR 0‘SiiS«n 4-8-12 T Swake 12 

12 2840 SHARP IMP 48 (B.CJM) HFiare B-8-7-RVlfce 15 

13 1211 OLD HOOK 81 

14 0240 FAR-S0-LA62 
-15 3000 BAYIN 30 
16 1112 MUTABAJ 


F.fflP SmaiffleO 7-8-6 —C Dabens 3 
) Mrs L JseaB 3-6-5-J (tabu 2 


Usher 9-8-1-RSbeeMO 

(BPAEB)GLMooe 4-8-0 Natan 14 

7-2 MutatB69fii5-l Hyde Part. 7-1 CaraatottieSooL 8-1 Kata. 10-1 often. 


EQUESTRIANISM 

Whitaker 
feels fit 
to mount 
British 
challenge 

From Jenny MacArthur 

IN BERLIN 

JOHN WHITAKER, now 
fully recovered from his horrif¬ 
ic fall from Hunter’s Level in 
Vienna last weekend, will com¬ 
pete in his first showjumping 
World Cup qualifier of the rea¬ 
son at the Berlin International 
Show, which starts today. The 
four-day meeting is one of the 
most competitive on thedreuit 
and Whitaker heads a strong 
Great Britain team that in¬ 
cludes his younger brother, 
Michael, Geoff Billington and 
Di LamparcL 

Al though Whitaker dis¬ 
missed his fall as "one of those 
things which happens every so 
often”. Billington, who 
watched it on the monitor, was 
less sanguine about iL “It was 
horrible — foe horse left a 
front leg down over the fence, 
pecked and then rolled over on 
landing, catapulting John 
head-first on to foe ground.” 
he said. “By foe time 1~had run 
into the ring they were feeling 
for his pulse." 

Whitaker, who was knocked 
out and badly concussed, 
spent the night in hospital but 
was well enough to jump on 
Amber du Montois in the 
grand prix the next day. 

Amber du Montois, an 
8-year-old mare for which 
Whitaker has high hopes, is 
one of his rides this week. He 
will decide tomorrow whether 
to ride her or his former team 
horse. Virtual Village Wel- 
ham. in the qualifier on Satur¬ 
day. 

Welham has not been to a 
show since Wembley at foe 
end of September. An attempt, 
two weeks ago, to take him to 
foe Millstreet World Cup 
show in (reiand was thwarted 
when the horses were unable 
to get on the ferry at Holyhead 
because of stormy weather. 
“He’s short of a run.” Whitak¬ 
er said. “Ill just jump him in 
foe small classes on the first 
two days and see how he 
goes.” 

Lampard, whose superb per¬ 
formances at the world cham¬ 
pionships in Rome helped Brit¬ 
ain to win the bronze medal, 
feels that her top horse, Abber- 
vafl Dream, could also be “a tit¬ 
tle rusty”. The Irish-bred geld¬ 
ing has only been to a training 
show at Markfield last week¬ 
end — where he won — since 
Rome. As Berlin and Olympia 
next month are the only two 
World Cup qualifiers in which 
he will compete before Christ¬ 
mas, it is important for Lamp¬ 
ard to get a good pi acting on 
Saturday to have any chance 
of qualifying for the World 
Cup final in Sweden next 
April. 

Michael Whitaker is riding 
his two top horses. Virtual Vil¬ 
lage Ashley and Two Step, but 
Billington is giving his leading 
horse. Virtual Village It’s Otto, 
a well-deserved rest after his 
superb performance in 
Monterrey. Mexico. last 
month, when he was runner- 
up in foe grand prix. Billing¬ 
ton has an unexpected addi¬ 
tion to his string in the form of 
Ronnie MassareUa’S Orthos, 
which he was asked to ride a 
week ago. “If I get on well with 
him he'll be my ride in the 
qualifier — if not, it’ll be 
Nika” Billington said. 

He may mid himself strug¬ 
gling on a second-string horse. 
The qualifier has attracted an 
impressive entry that indudes 
Rodrigo Pessoa, of Brazil, foe 
world champion and holder of 
the World Cup, Hugo Simon, 
of Austria, three times a win¬ 
ner of foe cup, and the four 
members of foe gold medal¬ 
winning Germany team at foe 
world championships last 
month. 



Whitaker recovered 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 

Kick-off 7 JO unless slated 

THE TIMES FA YOUTH CUP: Rnrt- 
nund replay: Weftng v Langney 

Sports. 

FA) HARP LAGS) NATIONAL 
LEAGUE Premier tflvteton: Dundefo v 
Firm Haips (7.45). 

RUGBY UNION 

TOUR MATCH: Oxford Unmrsxy v Fty XV 
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RUGBY UNION 


South Africa cite 
White after 
off-the-ball clash 

By Mark Souster and Alasdaer Reid 


THE South Africa Rugby Foot¬ 
ball Union yesterday cited 
Jason White, the Glasgow 
Caledonians flank forward, 
for allegedly stamping on 
Braam Van Straaten. die 
South African fly half, during 
the opening match of the 
eight-game tour at Hr hill on 
Tuesday night, which the 
South Africans won 62-9. 

Having reviewed a BBC 
Scotland tape of the off-the- 
ball incident that occurred in 
the 65th minute. Nick MaHett, 
the South Africa coach, identi¬ 
fied White, a former captain of 
Scotland Schools and Scotland 
Under-18. 

Allan Hosie, the chairman 
of die five Nations Committee 
and the match commissioner. 


LLANELLI celebrated the 
return yesterday, after Four 
years away, of their prodigal 
son, Scott Quinndl, and 
hinted that they are ready to 
look further into the market 

“This is a big day for Llanel¬ 
li and West Wales rugby,” Ga¬ 
reth Jenkins, the dub coach, 
said as QuinneU took up a 
three-year contract after spells 
with Wigan rugby league dub 
and Richmond The No 8, 
who plays for Wales against 
South Africa on Saturday, is 
expected to make his reappear¬ 
ance in Llanelli colours 
against Pontypridd on Decem¬ 
ber 5. 

He will be joined by Salesi 
Finan, theTongan centre, who 
takes up a two-year contract af¬ 
ter playing rugby league with 
Canberra Raiders, and Jason 
BarrelL the prop from New 
Zealand, whose contract will 
take him to the end of this sea¬ 
son, after which he will return 
to Waikato Chiefs. 

Richmond valued Qumnell 
at £200,000 and Llanelli, after 
two years of financial strug- 


wiU hold a disciplinary hear¬ 
ing at Murrayfield today. If 
found guilty. White could be 
suspended for 60 days. 

The 21-strong South Afri¬ 
cans party that travelled to 
Scotland returned to Loncton 
yesterday and linked up with 
the international team dial is 
due to play Wales at Wembley 
on Saturday. 

Mailed was dearly still in¬ 
censed by the alleged foul play 
and repeated that Van Straat- 
en*s head-guard had been 
pierced fay a stud and that the 
player had stud marts on his 
nose and forehead. 

“It was fortunate he was 
wearing his head-guard be¬ 
cause he could have sustained 
a serious injury," Mallett said. 


gle, were coy about the source 
of their funding. The Welsh 
Rugby Union may ' have 
helped by offering Qumnell 
their own contract but Llanel¬ 
li also have the backing of 
Huw Evans, the businessman 
who is their chairman. 

Franco Properzi Card, the 
experienced Italy prop, has 
been suspended for striking 
Marcello Cuttitta. his team¬ 
mate. after a verbal exchange 
at the end of the International 
against Argentina in Piacenza 
on Saturday. He will miss the 
World Cup qualifying games 
against England and The 
Netherlands. 

France will give debuts to 
Thomas Lombard and Syl- 
vain Marconnet both of Sta- 
de FranQais. in their opening 
international of die season 
a gainst Ar gentina in Nantes 
on Saturday. Emil Nfamacfc. 
the Toulouse wing, returns af¬ 
ter nearly (wo years strug¬ 
gling with a groin injury. 

RUHCe A Cana. E Hmnack, S Gtos, F Gonv 
b^Tumtanl;DAnaa«.PCartuineacSlto- 
conmt B Mat F Tounm. 0 Band, 

F Patous, O Magna M ufarara* T Uftwsmot. 


“Without it he would have 
needed 20 or 30 stitches. Be¬ 
fore we came on tour, I made it 
dear that I would not tolerate 
foul play, either from my own 
players or from any of die 

opposition." 

Van Straaten was well 
enough yesterday to be includ¬ 
ed among the replacements 
for the international on Satur¬ 
day alongside Gafize du Toit 
Werner SwanepoeL Robbie 
Skimtad Selbome Boome. 
Ollie Le Roux and Naka_Drot- 
ske. 

The South Africans have no 
injury worries but will no 
doubt be looking always of re¬ 
ducing the penalty count, 
which was five to one in Glas¬ 
gow's favour. 

The Scotland team to face 
the New Zealand Maoris at 
Murrayfield cm Saturday in¬ 
cludes two uncapped players. 
Jamie Mayer and Budge 
Pountney, while Martin Les¬ 
lie, who arrived from New Zear 
land less than a month ago. 
has been given a place on die 
bench. 

Mayer has been described 
by John Rutherford, the Scot¬ 
land backs coach, as “the play¬ 
er of die season so far’ and ful¬ 
ly merits his place after some 
outstanding displays in Edin¬ 
burgh Reivers’ European Cup 
campaign. Only 21, Mayer is a 
home-grown talent having 
played for Scotland Schools 
and in age-group internation¬ 
als at under-18. under-19 and 
under-21 levels. 

The same cannot be said of 
ftauntney, the Northampton 
flanker, who qualifies for Sax- 
land only m the strength of a 
grandmother bom in Jeisey. 
Bryan Redpath will captain 
Scotland for the first time. 

SCOTLAND; D Lae (London Scottish), A 
stangar {Edinbugh Rewera). J Dm (Ed- 
intwnh Retard. R Shephard (GteOTOw 
Caledonians), C Mwny fEtWwgh Ffev¬ 
ers); O ToemamS (Bnue). B RedpaOi (Ed- 

S Mjurgh Retare. captain). T Smnh {Gtas- 
CatedortOTS), Q BuNocti KSasgow 
dontana), P Bwmfl (London Scoewi), 
S Mumqr (Bedford). S Btaai (Gtasgow 
Cafadcriera), R wafmntaht (Gbagow 
Cafedortarel, B Po mtn ay (Northampton), 
E Peters (Rath) RntamB; A Tata 
(EcSntnjrgh Rehera), O Hodge (EdMuph 
feiw), O Anwwio iig {Nm/ cnjO a Fal¬ 
cons). M LaaBa (Edrtxrgfi Ftevers], D 
Wdr [Newcastle Falcons), OMta (Botfi). 
S BnOmvtom (EdrtArgh Reivers) 


Quinnell return gives 
Llanelli new heart 

By David Hands, rugby correspondent 



Catalano, lining tip a blue during a practice session, has ambitions to become good enough to break into the men's game. Photograph; John Ost 


Catalano takes cue from her cousin 


M aria Catalano, 
16. is already 
well known to 
the snooker hall 
habitues of tbe West 
Midlands. Representing her 
dub. Riley’s, she is the only 
female playing in the 
Stourbridge and Dudley 
League and is the youngest 
corapetitoroa tbe women's dr- 
auL The game, she claimed, 
is in her blood, which is not 
surprising because Ronnie 
O’Sullivan, the flamboyant 
worid No 3. is her cousin. 

“I’ve loved snooker since I 
was about fr” she said. “I used 
to watch Steve Davis on the 
telly and then go and practise 
half the night in my room. I 
knew Ronnie was a snooker 
player but it was only when 
he started getting shown on 
TV a lot during the 1995 worid 
championships that I saw 
what he could da He was so 
exciting and 1 knew then I 
wanted to take op the game 
seriously.” 

A year ago. the World La¬ 
dies’ Billiards and Snooker As¬ 
sociation (WLBSA) joined 


forces with the Worid Profes¬ 
sional Billiards and Snooker 
Association (WPBSA) and it 
became a rule that prospective 
professionals had to be at 
least 16. Catalano counted 
down die days and played her 
first significant tournament 
the British Open, last March 
in Stevenage. 

She beat the world No 8. 
Mandy Fisher, in tbe second 
round and reached the last 32 
in the worid championships 
at Sheffield in the next month. 
“I missed my exams to play in 
that one.” she said. “1 was 
back to take my music, and 
passed, but there was never 
any question of staying on at 
school. A couple of die teach¬ 
ers didn’t like the idea of me 
becoming a snooker profes¬ 
sional but most of them en¬ 
couraged me.” 

The UK championships, 
starting in Bournemouth at 
the end of this month, will pro¬ 
vide the sternest test so far for 
Catalano, who is now ranked 
No 21 in the worid. “I haven’t 
been that pleased with my re¬ 
sults so far” she said, “be- 


SARAH 

POTTER 



cause I know I can do a lot bet¬ 
ter. Ronnie tells me I’ve got 
loads of potential and that I’m 
going to be No I- Thai’s what 
I’m aiming for.” 

If she manages to pot her 
way to the top of the women’s 
rankings, she would like to try 
to break into the men’s events. 


There is no role to prevent this 
but as yet only Allison Fish¬ 
er. who now pockets lucrative 
fees playing pool in the Unit¬ 
ed States, has got anywhere 
near the necessary standard. 

“Pushing a cue is not about 
str e ngth, so a woman ought to 
be able to play just as wefl as a 
man.” Catalano said. “To be 
honest I think it’s about dedi¬ 
cation.” 

Unlike die men's game, the 
financial rewards hardly en¬ 
courage fuB-scale commit¬ 
ment. Last season, Karen Coir 
and Kelly Fisher were the 
only registered fuD-tune pro¬ 
fessionals and of the eight 
women’s tournaments on tbe 
calendar this season, only half 
are sponsored. The winner's 
prize-money ranges from 
£500 to £5.000. Catalano, who 
lives in Netherton. near Stour¬ 
bridge. is sponsored by her fa¬ 
ther. Antonia 

“Dad has his own ice-cream 
business,” she explained. 
“The agreement when I left 
school was that I’d hdp him 
get the vans ready in the morn¬ 
ings and he’d pay for me to 


practise my snooker in tbe af¬ 
ternoons. Eventually, I’d pre¬ 
fer a company to bade me be¬ 
cause it would mean less pres¬ 
sure. If 1 don’t do well at the 
moment I think I’ve let my 
family down." 

Catalano thinks that being 
a dose-knit family has helped 
them to overcome what she de¬ 
scribed as “a nightmare” — 
O’Sullivan’s father is in pris¬ 
on after being found guilty of 
murder. “He was just such a 
brilliant person, nobody 
conld believe it” she said. “R 
did knock Ronnie, of course. 
But he’s become stronger each 
day and now he’s got his head 
back together I know he’s go¬ 
ing to be worid champion 
soon. 

“We were playing pool on 
holiday in Gran Canaria last 
December and aO these peo¬ 
ple kept coming over, saying 
‘oh my life, ft’s RormieT He 
just said: 'Hang on, this is my 
cousin Maria and she’s the 
one who's going to be the 
best 1 . He always puts me first 
and that makes me fed really 
proud.” 



T oday The Times, wim Victoria Travel, offas readers a 
superb ninety boGday in the Carfobean on board 
Holland America's luxury cruise ship Westerdam from 
only £699* per person, a saving of £296 on the brochure 
price. Your un fo rge tt able journey will take you from Fort 
Lauderdale, in Florida, to the Bahamas, Puerto Rico, the 
Virgin Islands and Half Moon Cay. On board the 
Westerdam you will enjoy first-class food, service and five 
entertainment. There are two swimming pools, a library, 
health spa. beauty parlour, casino, shops, cinema, lounges, 
bars, well-appointed cabins and plenty of deck space 
where you can soak up the sun In comfort. At the 
fascinating ports you wHI visit there are groat sights to see, 
unique atmospheres to savour and duty-free shopping. 

Victoria Travel 


PRICE INCLUDES: 


• Nine days from £699 • Depart: iaraary 22, 
February 5 or 26, or March 12 • Ffrst-dass 
service, afl meals, e n t ertainm ent and on-hoard 
facilities • Seven-night cruise from Fort 
Lauderdale to Nassau, San loan, Puerto Rico, 

St lotto, St Thomas and Half Ikon Cay • One 
right's pre-cruise accommodation • Scheduled 
ffehts • Transfers in America 


F ob fta t h m de*aPm e a n d coupon tee 
THE TMES CARBBEAN CRUISE OFFER, 
VICTORIA TRAVEL SERVICE UD, 30 KEWELL ROAD, 
BARNT GREEN, BHIMINQHAM B4S 8NE 


‘Plus air and port taxes. 


<— 
i 


THE TIMES LUXURY CRUISE OFFB* 


CABIN 


BROCHURE PRICE YOU PAY 


NAME. 


Standard Inside (Grade N) 

£995 

£699 

Standard inside (Grade L) 

£1,175 

£759 

Standard Outside (Grade G) 

£1,310 

£799 

taiga Outside (Grade E) 

£1.400 

£859 

Deluxe Outside (Grade C) 

£1,495 

£899 


I ADDRESS 
f 


Pricss ere per person end are based on double occupancy. They do not indude 
tfw port charges c# Ft29pp. Standard Victoria Travsi bccting centibars apply 


.POSTCODE 


I Yl»nwrb»—mar te te — i«wrtte» and « a*toa» wMchmair 
) bear merest m you-Mjauda re* wch <□ peradpou plena tick tw. K«sr 


□ 


This holiday is operated by Victoria Travel, a company Independent of Times Newspapers Ltd 


Abta and Atol bonded 






ICE SKATING 

Time for Britons to start 
justifying financial aid 


WHEN the 1998 senior British 
figure-skating championships 
get under way at Planet Ice, 
Milton Keynes, tonight it 
should become dear whether 
the substantial funding the 
National Ice Skating Associa¬ 
tion (NISAJ has received from 
the National Lottery Sports 
Fund has been well spent 

With only one figure skater, 
Steven Cousins, worthy of a 
place at the last Olympics and 
no woman competitor sent to 
either the 1998 European or 
world championships, British 
skating is going through a dif¬ 
ficult period, and if those now 
competing internationally do 
not meet targets laid down fay 
the association, funding could 
quickly be withdrawn. 

There are just three seasons 
before the 2002 Winter 
Games, and if the British Ol¬ 
ympic Association (BOA) uses 
the same criteria for these as it 
did for 1998 — skaters having 
to achieve wins over competi¬ 
tors who finished in the top 
half of foe field in previous 
world championships — a 
swift improvement is crucial. 

However. Kevin Bursey. 
N!SA*s National Performance 
Director, is not only confident 
of a full team for the 2002 
Games, but is predicting med¬ 
als for 2006. “We can now af¬ 
ford to send our skaters 
abroad to train and also bring 


ANDY WILLS and Smart 
Airey. who became the first 
English pair to win the Manu¬ 
life Hong Kong international 
dassic last year, stayed on 
course for a place in the quar¬ 
ter-finals. when they chalked 
up two more victories against 
international opposition in the 
round-robin stage at Kowloon. 

Wilis and Airey have played 
at lead and second respectively 
on Tony Allcock's England 
rink in the home internation¬ 
als for six seasons and have 
dearly picked up some of his 
attacking flair. 


By Angela Court 

foreign coaches to Britain.” he 
said. “Our seven-year plan cov¬ 
ers everything from perform¬ 
ance development for the skat¬ 
ers to an education plan for 
our coaches. The goal is to 
have someone on the rostrum 
at the 2006 Olympics.” 

In view of disappointing 
British platings at the Skate 
Canada International last 
week. Bursey’s aims may ap¬ 
pear highly ambitious. But 
Matthew Davies, 17. did take 
bronze at a recent junior inter¬ 
national in Slovakia, where 
Jennifer Holmes, last year's 
British junior champion, fin¬ 
ished eighth in a field of 25. 

“Our junior skaters are do¬ 
ing well.” Bursey said. “This 
funding enables us to target 



Holmes: junior hope 


By David Rhys Jones 

They stole a double on the 
last end against Bill Cumming 
and Ritchie Haydon. of Zimba¬ 
bwe, yesterday to sneak borne 
18-17. then defeated Sazeli Sani 
andSyed Mohammed, of Ma¬ 
laysia. 21-14. It was the sixth 
win by the English pair in sev¬ 
en matches and kept them at 
the top of their group. 

“These Malaysians have 
come a long way in four 
years." Airey said. “No one 
there had heard of bowls until 
Kuala Lumpur was chosen as 


them early. I’m certain that if 
the older ones had received foe 
same support earlier their re¬ 
sults abroad would be better.” 

Cousins, right times winner 
of the national title, has opted 
not to skate in foe men’s event 
which starts tomorrow. He is 
uncertain whether he will re¬ 
turn to eligible competition, 
but — for now — has no inten¬ 
tion of turning professional In¬ 
stead. he will Cake advantage 
of the series of open competi¬ 
tions brine held in the United 
States ana Canada. “If I’m in 
good shape and fee) I can com¬ 
pete at top level, then 1 may 
consider returning for the 
2002 Olympics," he said. “I 
haven’t ruled it out, but for the 
moment I’m keen to do other 
things.” 

With Neil Wilson. British 
champion in 1996. out through 
injury, the main contenders 
look to be Davies and last 
year’s bronze medal-winner. 
•Give Shorten. In the women’s 
event. Stephanie Main is hop¬ 
ing to regain the title after a 
two year-absence. 

Today, the focus is on foe 
ice-dance competition in 
which the defending champi¬ 
ons. Charlotte Clements and 
Gary Shortland, will face 
strong competition from Mari¬ 
ka Humphreys and her new 
partner, the Ukrainian Vitaliy 
Baranov. 


the venue for the Common¬ 
wealth Games, but they are in¬ 
credibly accurate.” 

Ray Logan and Graham 
Robertson, of Scotland. lost 
their fourth game in six march¬ 
es. against Gary Chan and Pat 
Fung, from the local Filipino 
Club. 22-21. a score more re¬ 
spectable than the Scots de¬ 
served. 

In desperation. Logan, who 
started the tournament at 
lead, skipped for the match 
against Canada. The change 
proved fruitful, as Scotland 
won 22-10. 


SPORT 


Endacott 
looks for 
more steel 

M RUGBY LEAGUE: New 

Zealand have included Craig 
Smith on the substitutes' 
bench as the only change for 
the final match of the Lincoln 
Finance series against Great 
Britain, who trail 2-0 
(Christopher Irvine writes). 
Smith takes over from Tony 
fro. which means that the 
touring team w ill go into the 
match at Watford on 
Saturday with four prop 
forwards. “1 expect a more 
rugged affair arid Craig is a 
strong, tough individual, 
ideal for that situation.” 
Frank Endacott the New 
Zealand coach, said. Britain 
are expected to name a 
changed line-up today, 
partially because of injuries. 

■ boxing: Jane Couch. 
Britain's first licensed 
woman professional, will 
make her home debut in 
London tins month and 
admitted yesterday, “ft's tike 
Christmas. I can hardly 
wait." The Lancashire boxer 
will appear against Simona 
Lujkic. IS. from Germany, 
over six, two-minute rounds, 
at Caesars Night Cfub in 
Streaftnm on November 25. 
“Now let’s give people die 
chance to judge for 
themselves.” Couch, who 
had encountered problems 
obtaining a licence, 28, said. 

■ TENNIS: The National 
Indoor Arena in Birmingham 
is to play host to the eagerly 
awaited Davis Cup 
first-round tie between Great 
Britain and the United States, 
which marks Britain’s return 
to the World Group after a 
lengthy absence, from April 
2-4 next year. Tim Henman 
and Greg Rusedski are 
expected to lead die British 
challenge. 

■ SQUASH: Tbe senior 
England women qualified 
for theworid team 
championship quarterfinals 
in Stuttgart yesterday by 
beating South Africa 2-1 U> 
finish at foe top of pool B. 
Australia, foe defending 
champions, progressed from 
foe top of pool A. 


BOWLS 

Champions march on 
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Luton keep 

Lawrence 

in line for 
Wembley 


By Our Sports Staff 


L£NN1E LAWRENCE and 
Joe Kmnear may manage two 
of the less fashionable clubs, 
but both can now harbour real¬ 
istic dreams of a Wembley 
appearance after guiding 
. Luton Town and Wimbledon 
respectively into the last eight 
of the Worthington Cup. 

Phil Grays deflected Slst- 
minute winner at Kenilworth 
Road on Tuesday night 
ensured that Barnsley’s scalp 
was added to those of Oxford 
United. Ipswich Town and 
Coventry City as Luton, 
among the promotion hope¬ 
fuls in the second division of 
the Nationwide League, contin¬ 
ued their run and revived 
memories of the dub’s previ¬ 
ous exploits in the competi¬ 
tion. Luton twice went to Wem¬ 
bley in the late 1980s. winning 
the Lirttewoods Cup in 1988 in 
dramatic fashion against Ar- 



Gray praised 

senal, but losing in the final to 
Nottingham Forest 12 months 
later. 

“It will be great if we could 
have another night like last 
night," Lawrence said yester¬ 
day as he reflected on Luton's 
victory. “We aren’t kidding our¬ 
selves. Barnsley enjoyed a lot 
of possession and we wee. 
pinned bade at times. But we 
resolved that we would dig in 
during the second half. No¬ 
body gave up. we hoped we 
would get a break and that’s 
exactly what happened. 

“I don't think we deserved to 
lose. We were perhaps fortu¬ 
nate enough to win. but after 
what we achieved in the previ¬ 
ous rounds 1 think we did 
deserve to go through-1 know 
we rode our luck, but it was an 
excellent night for us. I am 
proud of the players.’' 

Gray, the Northern Ireland 
international who had three 


_ FOOTBALL _ 

FTAUAN CUR Third round, second teg: 

CasJel&Sangrol Vnemazonale' ftntema- 
sonate «n 2-1 on ajqi 
FA VASE: Sacond-rwmd draw. Ossei 
Town v Seaftdm Red Srar Garionh Town v 
Presets Cabtefi: Bedlngtan Tenjera v 
Ransbotlom Untied. North Femtry Unied v 
VltaVinalon; Bilntfiam Synthonla v Tow Law 
Town- CtWwM vwest Auddand Town; Ec 
ctesMIUrdedvHaBam, Dunsion Federmton 


nmv Uoyetfi Town; Brarvion UrjJ*d«L^- 
fsedde. BflBngharn Town v Ch«W-»- 

arefilTawn, Wamrtjon Town v UnOWno- 

ed. Haarw Twin tf Roshal Otwnpc.Vte*Jecr 

vw Sports v StoltoW: SpaWn0Und«« 
Roceaer. SnsJaU Untied v Oatttv Town. 
HigMwtd Renoers v Hotwel Sports StawBT 
mi VNamndiTown. AmcMTowntfVlftn.- 
tore Chatteiown v Hfcsioa Si Andmjwy «*- 
mGoolb AFC vMef KA, Mock W*ara v 
Bedford Town. Kxfego* AllSe tev BoM al 
Swifts. Kngwn Town w Ofttouty W ted. FaK- 
enham Town v StansJftX LtyKtoRTwnv 
Toowq & Mscnom Unnotf. Srftron Waoen 
Town v Sim^ TimCnd^ WWe v 

Aoh Unrtsd APtngdcn T^v 

Barraead AitseUc v Hatsocks: Trawam 

Town v Rartgafo. Bartmgsfcta v TvtreeUnt- 

ed. Harlow Town v &e.il 

Woocttsiaoe Town v Rectdl. Nuosena* 

Twn v h£no Bay . TTg" g?]f*l 

aaste Sparta: NewmariwlTown c« tokng 

vAwtey. Nonrw^o d 

Cuaon Town v Buagn»»OT Town, 

Town v Ford Undctf. CcWtwnvaoM^^i 

Town; Bowers LWed v BftpWon Lfo««. 

ttes Town v Yadey. Wotaigftam Toum vijd- 
lev Urwod Cheshunl v Wit* East: TTurrock 
Sted v St 

vw*rani 
ford Town: 


ford Town: TauntoniT^wn_y^-?-rjEM»wd 
corrt» Town v TI«»W 
Town v MefcshamTown. DwJ* wg 
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Sunderland 
IpcwWi 
Bknvnqharn 
Watford . ■■ 
Huddetsfid 
Bradford - 

NOMOCtl 
StwflLM 
Gr*nsdy 
WeSlBtom 
BaJWfi-. . 

CPalace- ■ 

Backport 

Port Vale 

Bury 

Swindon 

Barnsley 

Trarmeie • 

Portsmm. 
BnstOl C4y ■ 

OPR. J 

CblordLftd 

Oowe 


PW 
1710 
17 B 


16 8 
IT 8 
18 8 
16 B 


16 6 
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5 10 
5 10 
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20 
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17 
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17 
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15 

27 

15 

33 

14 
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games on loan with Barnsley 
during the 1989-9U season, 
was singled out for praise, 
particularly after a poor spdl 
last season during which he 
struggled with injuries and 
scored just iwo league goals in 
17 matches. 

After he had claimed his sev¬ 
enth goal this season, albeit 
via a deflection off Chris Mor¬ 
gan that wrong-footed Tony 
Bullock in the Barnsley goal. 
Lawrence said: “He had a terri¬ 
ble time last season. He had a 
back operation in the summer 
and obviously we ail won¬ 
dered how he was going to do. 
But he has done well for us 
this season. He leads the line 
well and he is now getting his 
share of goals, none more im¬ 
portant than the one last 
nighL” 

Wimbledon’s 2-1 victory 
over Bolton Wanderers at die 
Reebok Stadium put (hem into 
their second quarter-final in 
three years, and Kinnear may 
feel that his club is overdue 
some luck. In 1997 Wimbledon 
reached die last four in. both 
the main cup competitions, 
only to lose out to Chelsea and 
Leicester City. This time. Kin- 
near is desperate to go all the 
way to die final. 

“I would love to go to Wem¬ 
bley." Kinnear said. “I have 
been knocking on the door for 
a few years now. but it just 
hasn't broken for me in the 
games that matter. Maybe 
this year might be the year for 
us.” 

Wimbledon were grateful 
when Scon Sellars’s shot hit 
Neil Sullivan’s post on the 
stroke of half-time and had to 
survive a hectic period of Bol¬ 
ton pressure in the second half 
after controlling the first peri¬ 
od. Kinnear was left grateful 
for the timing of Mark 
Kennedy’s 63rd-rainute free 
kick, which proved the 
winner. . .... 

Coming II minutes after 
Claus Jensen bad equalised 
Marcus Gayles sixteenth- 
minute opening goal, it was a 
spectacular left-foot effort 
from 25 yards that flew into 
the top comer. 

“We got off to a wonderful 
start." Kinnear said. “I felt 
that if we carved out a few 
chances we would definitely 
get the second goal We were 
trying to claim offside for their 
goal, but we knuckled down to 
the job in hand and scored a 
magnificent free kick our¬ 
selves.” 



Kennedy celebrates after the free kick that beat Bolton and put Wimbledon one step nearer the Worthington Cup final 

Wolves extend Lee’s perfect start 


COLIN LEE’S fairytale start 
as caretaker-manager of 
Wolverhampton Wanderers 
continued on Tuesday night 
when his team came from 
behind to beat Sheffield 
United 2-1 at Molineux in the 
Nationwide League first divi¬ 
sion. David ConnoUyand Carl 
Robinson, who scored within 
60 seconds of coming on as a 
substitute, scored for Wolves. 

Lee. whose first match in 
charge, saw Wolves defeat Bris-. 
tol City 6-1. was still far from 
pleased with his side’s first- 
half display. “I was disappoint¬ 
ed with us before the break." 
Lee said. “1 felt we were wait¬ 
ing for something to happen. 
But I couldn’t have asked for 
any more in the second half. 
We won it with our work-rate 
.in the last 15 minutes." 

John Aldridge, the Tran- 
mere Rovers manager, was an 
unhappy man after his side's 
first defear in eight league 
outings at the hands of Peter 
Beagrie’s 44th-rainute penalty 
for Bradford City. 


By Our Sports Staff 


FOR THE RECORD 


SECOND DIVISION: Bread Rows 0 
BiacHpooi 2. Burnley 0 Slake 2. Omcrteid 
3 Bouromwih 1. CotchesKf 1 Northamp- 
tonftOiSnghMnSOicfia/rj l.PrestcnOMxt- 

wbS 1 Wataafi 2 Lmcdn C#y 1; Wrexham 0 


Macclesfield: 


State . 

Fyffiam . 
Walsall ... 
PresK*' .. 
Gingham 
Chaarfta. 
MenCuy . 
Luion • - . 
fcSMsH. 
Blackpool.. 
Bourrierruh 
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1 Man Coy 
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16 11 
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11 
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28 

17 
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20 

18 
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6 
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21 

17 
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20 
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5 
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7 

17 

17 

5 

5 

7 

22 

16 

6 

2 

6 

21 

18 

5 

5 

6 

21 

17 

5 

5 

7 

16 

18 

4 

6 

8 

16 

18 

3 

8 

7 

17 

IB 

3 

5 10 

16 

IB 

3 

4 11 

14 

17 

3 

2 

12 

16 


A Pts 


17 33 

18 29 
10 28 

23 18 27 

16 27 


22 21 
21 21 


18 20 


Braid 
Notts Co. 

Wrexham 

y«k . .• 

Wigan.. .. 

Burnley. . 

Colchester 
Macdsfld 
Norlhmpin 
Wyxmke 
Oftfsm. 
bncotn . 

THIRD DIVISION: Bamel 1 Sarthorpe O. 
Bremiord 4 Soudwfo VCarffM Scarbor¬ 
ough Ck HnHa* 3 Chester 2: Ha rtlepool i 
MoraSeid 2 Hi* 0 Brtehton 2. ***>«- 
ouah2 CanWfoge Lftd 1 
soa 2 Rochdale > E»eiw 1. Rotherham 2 
Torquay 2. Shrewsbury 1 Levion Orteni 1 
postponed: Dafirflior v lerttsie 


Hama 
Rothertum. 
CarrfW. 
Brertford . 
SounIhn» 

CamtxUld 

LOrtenl. 

MansfietJ 

Plymouth 

Dartngton 

Bnsflwi 

Peierboro 

Exeter .. 

Rochdale. 


P w 

18 9 
18 9 

17 9 
16 10 

18 9 
IB 9 
18 7 
17 8 

17 8 
16 7 

18 0 1 


17 6 


3 10 
3 10 
3 12 


F 

27 

37 

19 

31 

31 

30 

19 
23 
21 
23 
21 

31 

20 

17 
26 
21 
19 

14 
21 
16 
19 

18 
19 

15 


A Pis 


20 25 
26 » 


24 

24 

23 

22 

21 

n 

21 


25 20 
17 19 


Hartlpoo'. 1® 

Southend. 18 

Swansea 
Shrwstnjy 
Chester 
Car** 

Torquay ■ 

Bamel.. . 

Scarbott? ■ 

Hul 
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*Mcn3: Ftom ' R***ffe 0 
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ton 2; Rauncfe 3 Baktock 1. RoSmol 1 
Chetmstarao Postponed:ShepshedDyr»- 
motf Panel 

FA VASE: Hrewound replays: Badfart D 
Feed Unfied 1; Br«te«nh 1 Mane Road 3 
iand Ewert a 

LEAGUE CUP: QnrteHlralB: 
Bangor Coy S Newtown O. Barry 2 Haverion*- 
west 0 

NATIONWIDE GOLD CUP: Section A: 
Bangor S C»mA 0. Cotanme 2 Bartymena 0: 
Dwwry 1 CWtonvAe l Section Be Duigan- 
non Sudts 1 Lnfieid 3. Glenawn 2 Cajiad- 
eis2, Newry 7 Lane^rdy 2 Section C: Ards 
1 Lame i. Baflydarea Fwtadoi«i3. Omagh 
1 Gferdcran 3. 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: 
Flrat dMaion: Queens Part. Rangers 0 Ips¬ 
wich 1; Chelsea OClvvtanAttikM 1. 
COURAGE COMBB4BD COUKTES 
LEAGUE: Premier (Ovisian: Ash 5 Send- 
hirsl 0. Mer stfw rn 1 Rwne? Parti Vale 1. 
NORTH WESTERN TRAINS LEAGUE: 
FbatdMoioicBooiieO Si Helens 4; Presets 
Cables 1 Steteeredate i 
COMPLETE MUSIC K&LSItC LEAGUE: 
Premier dMsion: ftesaer 0 Didcoi 2 Bum- 
ham 5 Krtbuy 2. 

6THMIAN LEAGUE CUP: Second roundb 
Carshaftcn 1 ihfcndge 2. Croydon 0 Maiden¬ 
heads. 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE First cM- 
Non: Broctecnursi 3 Gosport S league 
Cupc Fkst round, second In AFC Nae- 
txnv 4 Whitchurch 0. Totten 4 BAT 0. 
NORTH WESTERN TRANS LEAGUE 
CUP: Flm round: Ro s s e ndete 3 Sartord 0. 
fticrSI Trophy Rrst round, second leg: 
Giassop North End 4 KJdsgrow Am 4. 

THE TIMES FA YOUTH CUP: Fhet roanrt 
WeEngtxrouflh 2 Exeier 5 


_ BOWLS _ 

KOWLOOJtMenidtfo Hong Kong Irteme- 

ttonal Ctaseic Pete: Semon flv* Group 

A: Hong Kong U CralgBrqDwt CC 23-17. In¬ 

dian RC M a» 19-17: Vtaotte M Entfand 
17-14; WeiKHZImbBbwa 19-17; fluemtn b» 

(♦CC 26-1V MnJayraa M KoMoon CC 2VSG 

Group a Channel lelands M FSpmo Oub 

25- iaffrCFCoedwrth tdand 17-17. r*wZaa- 

landU ScuttiAtrca 21-19; Canada bed udh 

Kowloon 15-15; ScoUard M Sha Tin 25-10; 
HKBA H rt< Pofce 22-12 Session eta 
Group A: hkCC W Oub da Recreto 22-21; 

AiJ5lraiaD«l*(«hHQnahcirg?1-21;Ctalfl0rv 

gowr CC tt W6les 25-14; Kowloon CC btyfo 

sna 20-15. Lilian RCW Malaysia 17-13. Eng- 

laid bi Zimbabwe 1817 GroupB:NZMte- 
land £3-20. Kowtocr H She Tin 23-18; Rfip- 

no CfobtxScoBand 22-21.7#®A bt Canada 
21-17.Sauri Africa btHKPbke 28-1ft Chan¬ 
nel teiands U HKFC 26-9- Session ewem 
Group A: Kowloon CC M InrSsn RC 23-21: 
Waiectied wittiHong Kong 19-I9.arfoatjw 
U Vfaona 22-16; CraoengowerCC M HKCC 
39-10. Ausnau br Oub de Recroo 33-15: 
Briand U Malaysia 21- M. Group ft NZ to 
HhPoCce 24-1V Kowloon W HKBA 20-11; 
Saniaifo bi Canada 22-10; betand aed w«i 

Cnamui Islands IS 18: SouihAJilcabiHKFC 

26- 14. Sha Tbi M Rfip»» Club 2frl3 

CRICKET _ 

tour MATCH: Soweto: Wfesl brfare 
2S&.7147 o»s. B C Lara 65. C L Hooper 80 
noiouUvGauungInmfilcnXI Mafchdben- 
dor»d.ian 

ICE HOCKEY 

NATIONAL LEAGUE (NHL) Biitafo 2 OttS- 
va 2 COT). Tempa Bay 2 New Ycrt( Rangers 

1();Piil5turgh3NewYgrtiteiardera2;Ph09- 

r»r i CfotoradO 1 iOi): SI Lout 5 Chicago £ 
Calgary 5 Los Angeles 4 (01), San Jose 2 
Najwfcf 4 


“We deserved an equaliser." 
Aldridge said. “We did not get 
the rub of the green and my 
goalkeeper believes their man 
played for the penalty which 
decided it." 

Paul Jewell, the Bradford 
manager, whose in-form side 
are now sixth, said: “We coped 
very well with everything 
Tranmere threw at us. It is a 
hard place to come and we 
have shown tremendous char¬ 
acter again." 

Darren Eadie, the England 
Under-21 striker, scored the 
dose-range winner at Fratton 
Park as Norwich City came 
from behind to push Port¬ 
smouth doser to the relegation 
zone. Portsmouth had taken a 
29th-minute lead through 
John Aloisi’s sixteenth goal of 
the season, but I wan Roberts 
equalised for Norwich seven 
minutes into the second half 
and Eadie sealed the points. 

Goals from Kyle light- 
bourne and Peter TTiome kept 


RUGBY LEAGUE 

international ma tch 
Franca 26 Scotland 22 

Franc* Triw* Garcfo 2. Banquet. SttvenL 
Vergntal. Com Banquet Pan* Banquei 2. 
Sco t l and: Trias: Roacti 2. Duftv. Amott 
Con* Dully 3. 

REPRESENTATIVE MATCH: France uv 
(Jer-21 B Great Brio* Academy 2B. 

RUGBY UNION 

TOUR MATCHES: Giosgcm Cateobrtans 9 
South Atrica XV 26. Ffsncb Barbarians 38 Ai- 
gartna XV30 

_ SQUASH _ 

KARACHI: Open toumsmont Quarter-B- 
nal* A Bacada {EgyPU M P Price (Aus) 15-8. 
5-4. /fit B Rydne (Can) b M Heatti (Scrt) 
15-12.15-7.15-12. A Khan (P*) tX C fltw- 
land (Aus) 15-17.15-7. 153. 8-15. 154; D 
Evens (Watesl bi D Jenson (Ausj 156. 
1G16.1513.1511 SomHfinw* Rydng b« 
Barads 1514.17-14.12-15.1514. khan bi 
Evens 156. 7-15.7-15.17-16.151 
BRA NATIONAL LEAGL^: Qruup A: UNW 
NortftumOertand 4 f i aK ams I w o 1; 

3 Manchesui Northern 2 Group B: l 
Pnory 1 UKP Connaucpt 4; I 
3 trusts Loughborough 2 GroM>C:Chiciv 
oe» 3 IXS Gotatad £ Devcn and footer 4 
Le»on-Solant 1 League p o e alona: Group 
A: 1 . TSM Dultefc) l lpo, Z UNW NorttMrtxr- 
laifo 11; 3. Ha&omshlre 9:4. Nonngham 7; 5. 
Manchester Northern 4 Group B: I. UKP Con 
rraugte 17pts; 2 . Paws Bar T; 3, EgceBton Pn- 
MV 7; 4. Bishops S/wtad 6; §. AalVSJs 
Loughborough 5 Group C: 1. UnlS Gufcttxd 
I6pts, 2, Devon and E/®te 12; 3. Ctichestar 
7, 4. Lee-cn-Soleni 6; 5, UWCCerdtl i. 

TENNIS 


STOCKHOLM OPEN: Rret ro u nd: V 


Stoke City on top of the second 
division as they battle to keep 
their noses in front of Ptilham. 
Both sides triumphed 2-0 
away from home. Stoke beat¬ 
ing Burnley and Fulham get¬ 
ting the better of Wrexham. 
Gus Uhlenbeek and Paul 
Feschisdidowere on target for 
Fulham after Steve Hayward 
had missed an early penalty 
for the London side. 

Walter Otta scored an inju¬ 
ry-time winner for Walsall as 
a 2-1 victory at home to the bot¬ 
tom dub. Lincoln City, lifted 
them to third in the table. 
Preston North End drop to 
fourth after a 1-0 defeat at 
home to Milhvall. for whom 
Paul Shaw, the former Arse¬ 
nal striker, was on target 

Manchester City lost 1-0 
away to struggling Wycombe 
Wanderers, where Michael 
Simpson's first-half penalty 
proved decisive, so Gilling¬ 
ham climbed to fifth after a 2-1 
win at home to Oldham. 


Hull City may have sacked 
their manager. Mark Hateley, 
but tiie results remain the 
same for the dub at the bottom 
of the third division- Hull were 
on the wrong end of a 2-0 score- 
line against Brighton at Booth- 
ferry Park, even though the vis¬ 
iting team played for more 
than half an hour with nine 
men after having Ross John¬ 
son and Amity Amott sent off. 

Warren Joyce, the Hull de¬ 
fender. was in charge of team 
affairs and only six minutes' 
into his reign Richard Barker 
put Brighton one up, Gary 
Hart hitting a second on the 
half-hour. It was Brighton's 
fourth successive away win in 
the League, breaking a 62-year 
record. 

None of the leading three 
dubs won. enabling Halifax 
Town to leapfrog into first 
place, courtesy of a 3-2 victory 
at home to Chester City. Lloyd 
Owusu hit a hat-trick for 
Brentford in the 4-1 victory 
over Southend that lifted them 
into fourth place. 


Clough mixes 
new brew 
for Burton 

David Powell meets a famous 
name on the managerial ladder 


O n television in the 
bar at Moor Green 
on Tuesday nighL 
Liverpool were playing 
Tottenham Hotspur. 

Outside, one of Liverpool's 
not-so-old boys was adjust¬ 
ing to life downstairs. "It is 
still a game of football and 
you still want to win," Nigel 
Clough had been saying, 
before taking the field. 

Worthington Cup. Dr 
Martens Cup? Liverpool. 

Burton Albion? “Things are 
much the same, just on a 
smaller scale," Clough insist¬ 
ed, applying the philosophy 
of the raffle winner who, af¬ 
ter drawing the second prize 
of a weekend in Bourne¬ 
mouth. instead of the fort¬ 
night in Hawaii says: "It is 
still a holiday, just smaller 
scale." 

The scale of Moor Green 
to Anfield was less than one 
to 150. though the 126 specta¬ 
tors who turned up for the 
Dr Martens Cup tie were no 
less entertained. The 2-2 
draw, featuring Clough play¬ 
ing only his second 90 min¬ 
utes for Burton, was lively, 
highlighted by a goal that 
the main man in his heyday 
would have 



been proud to 
score. 

Emeka Ejio- 
for's first goal 
had been fol¬ 
lowed by a cor¬ 
ner-flag cele¬ 
bration of the kind that 
earned him a ticking off 
when he tried it under John 
Barton, the previous Burton 
manager. Perhaps Clough, 
newly appointed player- 
manager, will rule by fear in 
time, though one doubts it 
"I have mum’s personality, 
not dad’s." he said. 

Dad. as you will know, is 
Brian Clough, who never 
won the FA Cup as a manag¬ 
er. One day Clough Jr hopes 
to proride the missing piece 
in the family jigsaw bat for 
now. taking Burton for¬ 
wards towards a possible tie 
against one of his former 
dubs — Nottingham Forest. 
Liverpool or Manchester 
City — is die priority. 

On Saturday. Clough. 32. 
and forced to retire from 
League football this year be¬ 
cause of injury, is involved 
in die FA Cup first round for 
the first time The heel trou¬ 
ble is not so bad that he can¬ 
not turn out at non-League 
level and he may be among 
the substitutes. So much im¬ 
portance does Clough attach 
to die FA Cup tie away to 
Kingstonian that he Gelded 
a team of reserves against 
Moor Green. 


Burton are a league lower 
than their Conference oppo¬ 
sition but, in seven matches 
under Clough’s manage¬ 
ment. they have lost only 
once. Nobody is singing his 
praises too loudly yel. How 
is he doing? "Wait and see — 
he has a big job on — it has 
really gone to poL“ Terry Ey- 
Jey. 35 years a Burton sup¬ 
porter, said. But the path or 
history is there for die tak¬ 
ing for Clough. 

In 48 years since the}’ 
were formed. Burton have 
won nothing of note, not 
even in the late Fifties era of 
Gentleman Jack Grainger 
who. Eyley recalled, once 
scored five goals without get¬ 
ting his shirt dirty’. Why Gen¬ 
tleman Jack? “He never 
fouled anyone, never tack¬ 
led. and never headed (he 
ball unless he hod to." Eyley 
said. “He would never sur¬ 
vive today." 

Time moves on. though, 
as Clough is finding ouL "I 
would like to do a few years 
at Burton, get the ground¬ 
ing. then try to progress into 
the league." In the mean¬ 
time he selling his Mer¬ 
cedes. “It is a symbol of the 

- professional 

side — good 

FA money, good 


lifestyle — 
rrjp but that part 

of my career 
• z _ Li . has gone.” 

Dough Sr 
has not been to watch Bur¬ 
ton yet although he was con¬ 
sulted before Nigel accepted 
the job. “We discussed 
whether 1 should try to keep 
playing in the lower leagues, 
get some coaching, take a 
youth team or reserve team 
appointment, or dive in at 
the deep end with Burton." 
Clough said. 

“I chose Burton because it 
was available and I would 
rather be in charge from day 
one. If you go somewhere as 
No 2 you may gel labelled as 
that and 1 fended living or 
dying by my own decisions. 
There are a lot of people ap¬ 
plying for jobs in football, a 
lot of players and coaches 
out of work, and you have 
got to take what is availa¬ 
ble." 

Haring made his own 
name as a player, Clough Jr 
is undaunted at following 
01’ Big ’Ead into manage^ 
ment “He comes over as 
likeable and charming but 
there is steel and determina¬ 
tion there." Ben Robinson, 
the Burton chairman, said. 
“We are confident he is go¬ 
ing to achieve." And Gentle¬ 
man Nigel is prepared to get 
his shirt dirty to succeed. 



(Get) 6-1.54 Second round: TMarftn (US) 
bi W Arturs (Aus) 54.6-3, T Henman (GB) 
bt W Femwa (SA) 7-6,51 
MOSCOW: Kronen Cup: Second write 
S Lareeu (Cam tt A Corretja ISp) 6-3.6-3. G 
Ran* (Fr) ta P Haartus (Hoil) 6-2. 7-5. L 
Rumnnjua (Gar) bl S SdiaSen IHofl) 53. 
57. 7-5, ACtefTWrt (Fi) W R Slrta tHol) 
54.7-6: U Ross* (Soft] tt A Pavel (Horn) 


__ jZim 54.54; G tartanc (Cro) I 

Gofrnard (Ft) 513-2. ret 
PHILADELPHIA; Athena ehanipioneliJp: 
Ast ram* B Rfopner (US) W A Fusa (Fr| 
7-fl. 52. A Sumatra (Japan) bl M A venso 
(Vtenl 51 . 5?. EbtemHoa (Rues) H S Tea- 
hid (ft) 7-6. 57.1-0 («. Second reuntt l 
D avenport (US) R K PO (LE) 51.52. 

POOLS DIVIDENDS 

UTTIEWOOD& Treble chance; ?4pts 
£5.79520. 23 £75.20. 22 £5.15. 21 £2.10. 
Hatf-ttne rest** (Zlpts max] E27&3a 
Four drain: £590. tone homes: £640. 
RWNMl C197.ro 

BWTTa&Trebfceftanea: 24pffi £21200. 
23 £320, 22 £0.50 Row draw* £2090 
Pw awa y*: £1850 BgM home* £140. 
ZETTERS; Treble chance: 24pts £344 40. 
23 £550, 22 £0.80 Fow M*C £680. 
SgW home* £120 Four draws £320 
Easy ate €10030 A5draaa bable 
chance 24 £1525.23 £0i0. Lucky num¬ 
bers 14 23 19 17 16 52 
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Moceanu with her parents, from whom she is estranged 


Young lives 
impaired 
by vaulting 
ambition 

C an there ever be any 
prize in import so gold¬ 
en. so glittering, that 
it is worth the sad¬ 
dest loss of all — the loss of a 
childhood? 

Lf ever a child seemed bom 
to win it was surely Domi¬ 
nique Moceanu. it is said that 
when he first dapped eyes on 
her in a Los Angeles hospital, 
her father. Dunutru. an¬ 
nounced to her mother. Came- 
lia; “She looks very strong. 

Looks good for a gymnast'’ 

Back in his native Romania, 

Dumitru, a former car sales¬ 
man and restaurateur, had 
been a fine but frustrated 
gymnast himself. His parents 
had insisted that attendance at 
school was more important 
than endless hours in the gym. 

He lost his dream of making 
the Romania national junior 
team, but vowed that his awn 
child would one day make up 
for that 

He shared his vision and 
drive with his wife and togeth¬ 
er they had the baby Domi¬ 
nique performing before she 
could walk. At the age of six 
months, they had her dan¬ 
gling from a garden clothes 
line. By the time she was three 
years old she was in relentless 
training. 

Her success as a child 
athlete was impressive and 
reached a climax at the Atlan¬ 
ta Olympic Games in 1996, 
when, despite a stress fracture 
in her right leg. she was at 14 
the youngest of the United 
States’ gold medal-winning 
team, dubbed the Magnificent 
Seven. She performed with a 
courage that made her a cult 
role model for the young and 
the darling of the American 
public 

Over the past month, how¬ 
ever, Dominique has been in 
another contest, just as serious 
and just as fiercely fought 



This time it was in a court¬ 
room. not a gym. and the 
opponents were her own 
mother and father. 

Three weeks ago in the most 
remarkable indictment of the 
pushy sporting parent syn¬ 
drome, Dominique ran away 
from home, got herself a 
lawyer and applied to the 
court to be legally declared an 
adult She did this, she said, to 
escape parents who had con¬ 
trolled every moment of her 
life and to get her hands on 
some of the millions that her 
amazing talent had earned. 

In fire most bitter charge of 
afl, Dominique daimed that 
her father had robbed her of 
her childhood. “When I went 
to compete when I was young, 
I was always in fear because I 
would get yelled at by my 
father.” she said in an inter¬ 
view with a Houston news¬ 
paper. “1 never had a 
childhood. 

“It always had to be about 
the gym,” she said sadly. “I 
would think: Don’t you guys 
know anything besides gym¬ 
nastics? Can’t we go out for ice¬ 
cream? Can’t you be my Mom 
and Dad instead of me being 
your business.” 

In her lawsuit. Dominique 
claims that she has reason to 
believe that her father has 
“mismanaged” millions of dol¬ 
lars from endorsements, exhi¬ 
bition tours and ter auto¬ 
biography. “I kill myself 
training and going to school 
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Moceanu studies documents r elating to the court case in her Houston apartment 


will find children climbing to 
the top on the shoulders of 
overambitious parents. 

This is not to say that 
children should shy away 
from such sports and gymnas¬ 
tics as a recreational sport for 
children is superb, and can 
teach fine lessons in grace, 
balance and healthy athleti¬ 
cism. But ever since the elfin¬ 
like Olga Korbut wooed the 
world at the 1972 Munich 
Olympics, coaches have 
capitalised on the seemingly 
irresistible appeal of present¬ 
ing their athletes as little girls. 

Dominique Moceanu has 
gone from little girl to legal 
adult at the stroke of a judge* 
pen. Her father stood in tears 
as the judgment was made. 
Her first sad act as an official 
adult will be to sit down with 
an accountant “This is a 
great but a sad day." she said, 
adding that she would never 
live at hone again. At 17, the 
court has ruled her childhood 
is now legally behind ter. 

But really she never had the 
chance to be a little girl, and 
her childhood was lost the day 
she was bom. 

John Bryant 


and what is he doing with my 
money T she said. “They 
haven’t been working since 
1996. Where does their income 
come from? Me.” 

N one of this should 
come as a great 
surprise to any par¬ 
ent who has read 
Little Girls in Pretty Bows. 
Written three years ago by a 
San Francisco sportswriter, 
Joan Ryan, the book docu¬ 
ments the seamy and exploit¬ 
ive side of elite gymnastics. 
Ryan accused some of the best- 
known coaches in the United 
States of “legal, even celebrat¬ 
ed. child abuse” of female 
Olympic hopefuls. 

Certainly the line between 
unreserved parental support 
for a sporting prodigy and 
pressure that borders on 
abuse is a fine one. The tales of 
eating disorders, shattered 
bodies and broken spirits tum¬ 
ble out of Ryan’s book. 

She chronicles haw a pre- 
pubescent physique and an 
artificially lightweight body 
have become keys to a gym¬ 
nastic career. “Women* gym¬ 
nastics.” she pointed out is a 
misnomer today. “Once these 


athletes become women, their 
elite careers wither. In the 
meantime their childhoods are 
gone. They risk serious physi¬ 
cal and psychological prob¬ 
lems that can linger long after 
the public has turned its 
attention to the next phenome¬ 
non in pigtails.” 

Of course, no parents ever 
set out to destroy their child's 
life, but far too many get 
carried away by early success. 
It is not just in gymnastics. In 
any sport where you can see 
the very young excelling, you 



The graceful Olympic star 


TENNIS 

Henman and Rusedski 
dosing on Hanover place 

By Julian Muscat, tennis correspondent 


TIM HENMAN is one victory 
away from booking his place 
in tile ATP Tour finals as a 
result of beating Wayne 
Ferreira, of South Africa, in 
the Scandia Open in Stock¬ 
holm yesterday. 

The Great Britain No I, who 
stands in seventh place in the 
championship standings, will 
qualify far the eight-man Han¬ 
over event if he beats the 
winner of the match between 
Jonas Bjorkman and Magnus 
Gustafsson. Victory for 
Henman tomorrow would se¬ 
cure him an unassailable lead 
over Yevgeny Kafelnikov, the 
Russian who is in ninth place. 

Henman* dose proximity 
to qualifying doubtless con¬ 
tributed to a tense opening 
against Ferreira, who twice 
served for the first set at 5-4 
and 6-5. Twice Henman re¬ 
sponded by breaking 
Ferreira'S service before seiz¬ 
ing the ensuing tie-break. This 
setback demoralised Ferreira, 
who had won his past two 
encounters against Henman. 

The South African was 
promptly broken at the start of 
the second sec and Henman 
wrapped up the march 7-6.6-3. 
when he again captured 
Ferreira* service cm his sec¬ 
ond match point at 5-3. 

Henman, seeded No 3, was 
not the only Briton to advance 
his Hanover prospects in 
Stockholm. Greg Rusedski, 
who at present occupies the 
eighth and final qualifying 
place, maintained his own 
charge by routing Tommy 
Haas, of Germany, in their 
first-round match. Rusedski 
broke Haas in each of the 
German* first four service 


games to run out an impres¬ 
sive 6-1.6-4 winner. 

The potency of Rusedski* 
improved service returns was 
evident as he swept through to 
a second-round joust today 
with Vincent Spadea, of the 
United States. “I couldn't be 
playing much better,” he said 
after his success yesterday. 

Rusedski must win his next 
three matches to ensure his 
participation — ahead of 
Kafelnikov — in the Hanover 
championship, which starts 
on November 24. “I’m just 
thinking about my tennis and 
everything else will take care 
of itself.” he said when asked 
how he viewed the prospect of 
reaching Hanover for the sec¬ 


ond consecutive year. Should 
Rusedski foil to make the 
required progress this week, 
he will still qualify if 
Kafelnikov fails to reach the 
Gnal of the tournament in 
Moscow, where he is the 
defending champion. The 
Russian took another step in 
that direction yesterday when 
he overcame a slow start to 
better Sebastien Grosjean, of 
France, 2-6. 6-3, 6-2. His next 
opponent for a place in the 
semi-finals, is another French¬ 
man. Guillaume Raoux. 

However. Rusedski is buoy¬ 
ant after beating Fete 
Sampras in the Paris Open 
final and relishes the fact that 
he can control his own destiny. 
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Answers from page 50 

VALONIA 



<b) Large acorns and (bar caps from the Quercus nacrolepsis. an 
eve r gre en oak. and its oafctrec relatives. They arc found in the 
regions of the North Eaton Mediterranean. Valonia is valued for 
its rich content of tannin. 

RECALESCENCE 

Pi) Heat suddenly generated when ferrous metal coots through a 
critical temperature range. This happens because of a change in 
crystal structure. It shows up on a “cooling curve", a graph of 
t emp er a ture versos lime. Reeale s c e nce can be visible In a dark room. 
UR1M AND THU MM IN 

(b) Two divine objects, whose pr ecis e nature remains obscure and 
contested by Biblical scholars. The Urim and ThummLn were carried 
in an epbedL part of the High Priest* vestment By them the wOl of 
Jehovah was held to be deicvnL One possibility is that they were 
white and black stones, as for blackballing in London dobs. 

TAPP! 

(d An acronym from Technical Association of the Pulp and Paper 
Industry. This regulates the testing of products. Thus, weight and 
thickn ess of paper are determined by Tappk T4I0 and 411 
respectively-T423 is folding endurance. T414 is the force required to 
tear a single sheet T452 records reflectivity jin blue light). _ 

SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 

1. Nf4! wins, as if 1_Qxci 2. Rxc8« malts. 


TELEVISION CHOICE 


A dog’s second-best friend 


Personal Services: Give a Dog a Home 
Channel 4. 830pm 

A series on personal service providers may not set 
the pulses racing, but trust John Pitman to squeeze 
from it the genial whimsy which has become his 
television trademark. His first film is about dogs 
and a company called Home From Home: which 
offers an alternative to kennels for dog owners 
going on holiday. This is a carer, a dog lover who 
can be relied on to give the per a spot ofloving care 
while the family suns itself in foreign dimes. Thus 
Tbto, a Yorkshire terrier which prefers cat food to 
dog meat, is billeted on 7&-year-old Wyn 
Betnnham. and Oscar, a boxer, ends up with a 
mother and son. Rose and Fred Hill. Jean White. 
meanwhile, hopes that her temporary charge. 
Susie, will be a diversion for ter roving-eyed 
husband. If the dogs, and the humans, are au a bit 
unusual, that is tew Pitman likes them. 

dinnerladies 
BBCI. 930pm 

Victoria Wood* much-heralded first sitcom is set 
in a factory canteen in the North of England and. 
as might be expected torn a Wood script, contains 
some relfahable tines. One of the more printable 
concerns Auntie Dot who got so merry at a 
wedding that she ate a raffia drinks coaster 
thinking it was a high-fibre biscuit The lines are 
delivered at a tremendous pace by Wood and a cast 
in which Thelma Barlow, once of Coronation 
Street, joins Wood regulars such as Julie Waiters. 
Celia Imrie and Duncan Preston. That Waiters 
plays Wood* Mum is bizarre but in this context 
not surprising. The trouble with the show fa that 
there is nothing to bind its ingredients together. As 
a short sketch it would have been fine, but to 
sustain a comedy over half an hour needs 
something more. Such as a plot. 

Body Story: Under Pressure 
Channel 4.9XX)pm 

We have seen something like it a dozen times on 
Casualty. A building site foreman having a bad 
day at work wolfs down down an unhealthy burger 
for his lunch, takes a puff at an equally unhealthy 
fag, tries to work off his stress by kicking a ball and 
starts to feel what he thinks is indigestion but is 



The cast of dinnerladies, a new sitcom 
by Victoria Wood (centre) (BBCI, 9pm) 

actually a heart attack. Rusted to hospital, he is 
given a dot-busting drug and an eleeme shock 
with enough watts to light a football stadium. But 
where this series differs from Casualty is that at 
each stage of the fictional scenario we are taken 
“inside" the mans body, courtesy of computer 
animation and specialist photography, and told 
what is going on. The non-speaalist may find the 
explanations heavy going. This is a medical lecture 
that makes few concessions. 

Science At Wan The Laboratory of War 
BBC2.925pm 

Jus! after the First World War Fritz Haber, a 
German chemist, won the Nobel Prize for his work 
on nitrates. But he will be better remembered for 
something more sinister and horrible. Haber 
pioneered the development of poison gas. which he 
saw as a way of ending the stalemate of trench 
warfare. It was first usea against French troops at 
Ypres in 1915, causing 10,000 casualties. But while 
Haber became a national hero, his wife, also a 
chemist, declared that chemical warfare was a 
perversion of science. Within a week of Ypres she 
committed suicide. The gas attacks went on and 
die Allies responded in kind, one of their victims 
bring the 29-year-old corporal Hitler. This first in a 
series about science* impact on 20th-century 
warfare takes the story of poison gas up to Saddam 
Hussein* use of it on the Kurds. Peter Waymark 


RADIO CHOICE 


The A1 Read Show 

Radio 2 . 9.00pm 

There are repeats and there are trips down 
memory lane: this is the latter, for Al Read was one 
of the pre-eminent radio comedians of the 1950s 
and (9o0s and this series fa an opportunity ro see 
just tew much comedy has changed. Read came 
man Salford and was a no-nonsense individual 
who would have decried the pretensions of "alter¬ 
native" comics. Read focused mostly on ordinary 


nowadays — the football manager — including 
one monologue in which he excitedly dictates a 
flowing move in a training session and ends: 
“Right, now well try it with the ball" 


RADIO 1 


630am ZoS Bad 9.00 S«non Mayo 1230 Jo Witty, tncfcxtes 
1230pm Newsbeat 2-00 Marie RadcMto 430 Chris Moytes 
5.45 Newsbeat ana Dave Pearce 830 Steve Lamacq: the 
Everang Session 1830 Trade Update 10.10 John Peed 1230 
Andy Kershaw 2.00am Chart* Jordan 430 Scott Mis 


RADIO 2 


630am Alex Lester 7.30 Wake Up to Wogen 9.30 Ken Bruce 
1ZJOO Jimmy Young 2.00pm Ed Stewart 5.05 Johnnie Waiter 
7JJO Davtd Alan ILOO Pad Jones 9.00 The AJ Read Show. See 
Choice (t) 930 The News Huddines 10.00 Deniece WHfcams 
1030 «chad AJBnson 123Q Karma LesAanlch 330am MO 
Duia 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


630am auaktest with JUian Womokar and Victoria 
Derbyshire 9.00 Nicky Campbe# 1230 The Midday News 
130pm Ruscoe and Co 4 J00 Dnve. Presented by Jane Garvey 
and Peter Alen 730 News Etea 7 JO On the Line. Investigative 
sports programme 8.00 Inside Edge 930 Hoops. Rowd-ix> ot 
what's new ki British basketbal 930 Sportshop. Sports 
consumer programme 1030 Late Night Live 1.00am Up Afl 
Night 630 Morteg Reports 


VIRGIN RADIO 


630am Chris Evans 930 Russ WRams 130pm Nick Abbot 
4j00 Bobby Hain 646 Hamel Scott 1030 Mark Forrest 
1.00am James Memo 430 Jeremy Clark 


TALK RADIO 


630am BA Overton and Kirsty Young 930 Scot! Chisholm 
11.00 Lorraine KeHy 1 0Opm Ama Raebvn 3.00 Tommy Boyd 
5u00 Peter Deetey 730 I4ck Abbot 9.00 James Whale 1-OOam 
Ian Coins and the Creatures ot the 530 Bfi Overton 


Shorelines 
Radio 4, 930am 

PC Norton is a “rural beat officer” stationed at 
Swanage, Dorset, and part of his beat is Studland 
beach. The dunes behind the beach are his main 
problem: “Ideal cover for anybody who* up to no 
good.” Mostly this involves naked bodies. These 
are acceptable "within the designated area”, 
although a watch has to be kept for paedophiles. 
And what fa the story behind a bearded mao seen 
wearing a skirt? That and other curiosities arise in 
this new series which aims to be an atmospheric 
portrait of five coastal areas, starting with 
Studland. The first programme fa certainly 
atmospheric but 1 could nave done with some 
narration. But the mix of history, archaeology and 
social life fa nicely handled. Peter Barnard 


WORLD SERVICE 


7.00am News 7.15 Ofl the Shell Tales horn Ovid 730 
Composer ol the Month 830 News 8-10 Pause tor Thou^fit 
8.15 Performance 830 Pop The Question 930 News. (648 
arty) News in Goman 935 World Business Report 9.15 Wood. 
Guts and Boas 930 Sconce Desk II 9.45 Sports Roundup 
1000 Newsdesk 1030 Discovery 11-00 Newsdesk 1130 
Record News 11A5 From Our Own Correspondent 12.00 
News 12.05pm World Business Report 12.15 Britan Today 
1230 Eariy Versons 12.45 Sports Roundup 1-00 Newshour 
2 jOO News 2.05 Outlook 230 MrtUrack: X-Press 330 News. 
(648 only) News m German 33s Sports Roundup 3.15 
Wastway330The Vintage Chart Show 4.00 News 4.15 Record 
News 430 Insight: (648 only) News in German 445 Britain 
Today 530 Etaope Today 530 World Business Report 5 AS 
Sports Roundup 6.00 Newsdesk 630 Assignment. 1648 only) 
News m German 730 News Summary 731 Outlook 7-25 
Pause lor Thought 730 John Peel 830 Newshour 930 News 
935 Worid Business Report 9 l 15 Britain Today 930 Mendian 
Books 10.00 Newsdesk 1030 tnsigrt 10.45 Sports Roundup 
1130 News 1135 Outlook 1130 John Peel 1230 Newsdesk 
1230am Westway 12.45 Britain Today 130 Newsdesk 130 
Composer d the Month 2.00 Newsday 230 Focus on Faith 
330 News 335 World Bustoess Report 3.15 Sports Roundup 
330 Assignment 4.00 The Warid Today530The Worid Today 


CLASSIC FM 


630am Nick Bafley’s Easier Breakfast 8.00 Henry Katy 
includes the Hallol Fame Hour. Plus, favouite pieces voted tor 
in the Classic FM Top 300 1230 Lunchtjna Requests. Jane 
Jones presents favourite music 2.00pm Concerto. Weber 
(Clarinet Concerto m E flat man*} 330 Jamie Crick. Indudes 
Continuous Classics and Afternoon Romance 630 Newsnighl 
The latest headines and sport nxtates. with John awrkig 
730 Smooth Classics at Seven. John Bnxvwtg wraduces 
classic sounds 9.00 Evening Concert Morriuszko (Hafca- 
Mazwkat; Paderewski (Piano Concerto in A rrtnor); Gorecki 
(Symphony No 3); Scham vrka (Polish Dances, No 1) 1130 
Mann at Night Music and comereetion lor the early nous with 
Alan Mann 230am Concerto (r) 330 Mark Grilfths 


RADIO 3 


630am On Air Sephanie Hughes reviews the new 
production ot Boris Godunov by English National 
Opera. Muse iriuetes Monteverdi (Lamenta 
d'Ariama): Holst (St Part's Suite) 

930 Master w or ks with Pate- Hobday. Includes 
Borortn (Poiovtsian Dances, Prince Igor), Liszt 



1030 Artist of the Weefc Usttstav Roraropovich * 

1 1.00 Sound Stories: Briefer CanrBes Gusdo Canteffi 
12.00 Composer of the Week: Debussy 
1.00pm The Radio 3 Lunchtime Concert (Sounding 
the Century) The fourth ot live concerts rjven 
earlier this year by the Lindsays. Tippett (String 
Quartet No 4); Shostakovich (String Quart el No 9. 
3>H7)W 

230 The BSC Orchestras The BBC National 

Orchestra ol Wales under Ingo Metmacher and 
Mart VWg^esworlh. Peter Donohoe. piano. 

VaJdine Anderson, soprano Debussy (Prelude a 
r Apres-Mkt' dun Faunel: Beethoven (Ptano 
Concerto No 4 in G): Lutostewski (Chaniefieurs at 
Chantetabtes], Stravinsky (Suite: The Firebird. 
1945 version) 

4.00 Ensemble (r ) 


445 Music Machine with Tommy Pearson 
530 in Tune Sean Rafferty talks to the jazz musician 
Joe ijovano, who is making an appearance at the 
Barbican in London 

730 Per f o rma nce on 3 (Sounding the Centaey) 

Maxim Vengerov, violin. London Symphony 
Orchestra under Mstislav Rostropovich 
Shostakovich (Memory, Winter Garden; Vk*n 
Gancerto No 1, Symphony No 10) 

935 Postscript Grave New Worid The sci-fi writer 
Part McAutey projects the dreams and 
nightmares ot genetic engineering 
10.00 Music Restored Lucie Sfceapmg introduces 
another compilation from this year’s York Eartv 
Music Festival Music by John Ward, Dowland, 
Gregorio HuweL Dufay, Handel and Byrd is 
performed by artists including Emma Kirtby, 
■soprano. Nigd North, lute, and the ensemble 
Srrrtonye 

10.45 Night waves A discussion on (he views of 
Deborah Tarmen. who. in her new book. The 
Argument Culture, challenges the notion that the 
besl way to explore an idea is to set up a debate 
1130 Jazz Notes wilh Wyn Shipton 
1230 Composer erf the Week: Monteverdi (r) 

130am Through (he Night with Donato Macieod 


RADIO 4 


8351 

9301 


630am Today vwth John Humphrys and James 

Nought*, includes 635.735 Weather 735.835 
Sports News 735 Thought for the Day 
(LW) Yesterday in ParBament 
aw in Our Tkne mh MeNyn Bragg 
930 Shorelines: Beach Boys See Choice 
935 (FM) Serial: Mamuka of an infantry Officer 
James WUby reads part tour ot Steotoed 
Sassoon* autobiographical nov« (rj 
9-45 (LW) Dally Service 
mOO Woman's Hour with Jermi Murray 
11.00 Crossing Continents Report on a Puerto Rican 
environment al disaster blamed on the US Navy 
1130 Cohrfl and Soames: Bad Apples Christopher 
Lee's thrfler. with Christopher B&i|amin. Amanda 
Redman and Dudley Sutton 
1230 (FM) News 1234 You and Yours 
1230 (LW) News HeadThms; Shipping Forecast 
1.00 the World at One with Nick Clarke 
130 Brain of Britain 1998 The second som-fnal ol 
the general knowledge contest, chaired by Robert 
Robinson 

230 The Archers (0 

2.15 Afternoon Play: Love and Dissent Tvra Pepky's 
adaptation q| The Secret Danes o> Sarah Thomas. 
chromeBng hve stormy years m the love hkr ot a 
Bapftst mrtsler's daughter m a Vidorum ColswokJ 
town 

330 Cad You and Yours 0171 560 4444 
330 Powerful Substances: Fur Dinah Lammiman 
talks to trappers and lashion gurus, about the 
enduing appeal of lur(» 

3AS Cautionary Tales Alan Bennett reads Hilaire 
Belloc's classic verse and the pool Giyn Maxwell 
reads his own contemporary tales 
430 Law in Action The legal programme, presented 
bv Marcel Berlins 

430 The Material World Truvor Phi&ps looks min ihe 
effects ot quamun computing on I no way 


inioonalion is processed 
530 PM with Chns Lowe and Charlie Lee-Potter 
630 Six O'clock News 
630 Kate and Cindy The girts spend Christmas 
together -and miss a swig top Drama, by San 
Parkinson who also co-stars with Felicity Mont 

2 59 His £r chers 715 P”** Row wrth Mart Laws 
7.45 Sdn Waters in 

8.00 Coming from the Outside The recently krugh 
piaywnght David Hare reflects on hta career, 
recalling the mapr trilogy he wrote tor the Natu 
„ apd his solo penormance in Via Doton 

8.30 The Week in Westminster A look behind the 
scenes al Westminster 

9.00 Leading Edge Geoit Walts reports on the late 
scientific 'developments 
930 In Our Time in 
10.00 The World Tonight 
10.45 Book at Bedtime: Le Grand Meaulnes Alain 
Fournier's classic tale ot youthful idealism (4/1 

11 .00 Late Night on 4: The Cradteys Topical come 
senes, by Mike Haskins and Gnff Rhys Jones, 
tarrnty s traumas conimue. With Simon Gostev 
Felicity Montagu 

11.15 worid ot Pub Tony Roche's comedy drama \ 

11 in nvln 5£9 BrK £r£ ! and PM Cornwell (rj 
1 130 (LW) Today Hi Parliament A roundup ol the 
.,„2 av s ir ' Westminster 
11JB E2J Of Mine? Conway — Forging th 
i KKKI Plain m small town in Arkansas is a ma 
m KL^ .T gi> l « L!amjl | as from nearby Little Rt 

12.00 Itews I2 r 3°am The Late Book: Neirs at a 

rudnapping Sean Barrett reads Gabriel Garcfc 
12.AB tirug cartels m Colombe 

Forecast 1-00 As World Service 
5 ^o Forecast 

11? i4s "*»-"» “-y 
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For once a plot that was well worth losing 
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W ith BBC2’s new police 
senes. The Cops . bring¬ 
ing us slam-bang up fn 
Nineties Britain. where 
the bobbies do as much coke as ihe 
cnmmais, and Andrew Davies's 
adaptauon of Vanity Fair shru'g- 
fng off the years by giving us a 
Becky Sharp so knowing and 
modem that she could'be a 
presenter on MTV. the latest 
Inspector Morse (ITV) decided 
that n couklnt afford to just 
wallow in its time-warp 1950s 
haze. So it, too. has undertaken 
some nme-travel. Only Morse has 
travelled backwards. 

Far from having to confront a 
crime of the son you find on the 
sink estates we see in The Cops, 
(and possibly also loath to unearth 
yet another murder in his own 
backyard, lest it confirm Oxford as 
the city with a homicide rate 
matched only by the scariest parts 

of L/b Angeles) Morse has re¬ 
turned to the scene of a crime that 


was carried out MO years earlier in 
Victorian England: he wants to 
unravel what he suspects is a 
miscarriage of justice. Tlte result is 
lhat, while ’Ihackerays period 
piece feels mi idem and sumptu¬ 
ous. the modern-day Morse inhab¬ 
its a world thai looks antique and 
flat. The Wench Is Dead is even 
punctuated with flashbacks of 
bargemen and those lawyers with 
mutton-chop whiskers you used to 
iw in Sunday afternoon Dickens 
adaptations. 

Frankly, the fact that Morse, 
felled by a peptic ulcer, spends 
most of the two hours in bed, does 
lillle to quicken the tempo. But 
then it’s actually the ulcer that 
furnishes the twin coils of the plot: 
first, the Victorian murder is 
brought to Morse's attention by a 
visiting American academic (Usa 
Eichhom. making the best job she 
can or having io ploy a cartoon 
dumb Yank), whose lecture on the 
case Morse was attending when 


his ulcer erupted. Second, the ulcer 
allows Morse's creator. Colin Dex¬ 
ter, to toy with a cliffhangcr: will 
Morse now finally give in and take 
early retirement? 

I f this is a poser that really docs 
keep you awake at night, then 
you're the sort of devotee who 
won't have been disappointed by 
last night's film. The Wench Is 
Dead may not be Morse's Finest 
two hours, but the recipe had all 
the familiar ingredients: Morse 
remains as cheery as a pallbearer, 
bearing that trademark grimace 
which suggests he's trying to insert 
a suppository at the same time as 
delivering his lines and an ana¬ 
gram provides the crossword- 
loving detective with the clue to the 
true murderer's identity. Here, 
Morse has a young sidekick to 
bully — although it's no longer the 
hapless LoooooWisss!. Kevin 
Whately having derided that he 
needed a break from buying 


REVIEW 



Joe 

Joseph 


Morse's beers (typically Lewis's 
exit has been sedate: while soap 
stars seeking an exit from East- 
Enders or Brookside get killed in 
childbirth or road accidents, Lewis 
is away on an inspector's course) 
and Morse is still showing off his 
learning, his literary quotes con¬ 
tinuing to land in the conversation 
as gracefully as watermelons 
tossed into an ornamental pond. 

But it wasn't just the plot that 


harked back to a bygone era. The 
Wench Is Dead was an .old man's 
paean to a more Civilised age. 
Morse solves the murder with the 
traditional investigative tools of 
the Holmesian detective; idling a 
rookie that “the basis of detection 
is to keep asking why". And when 
the rookie remarks that the canals 
that carried goods across Victorian 
England were too slow. Morse 
hisses: “They weren't slow, they 
were measured! Things moved ai a 
more natural speed” 

So thank goodness char men like 
101-year-Qld George Linlefair are 
around to remind you that the past 
isn't always all it’s cracked up to 
be. He was there. George was 
among the 14 First World War 
veterans filmed for The Soldiers' 
Pilgrimage (BBC2J as they visited 

the battlefields of France and 
Belgium, where they had fought as 
teenagers. George served in the 

Durham Light Infantry alongside 

his best friend, Joe Coates: “We 


had one another. If he had a 
biscuit. 1 got half a biscuit”. Thev 
signed up together in November 
1914, "brave new IS-year-olds. I've 
never been brave since." Joe never 
comeback. 


G eorge was now finally able 
to pay his respects at Joe’s 
grave. But it was when we 
saw George's eyes swim with joy 
as he played with his great grand¬ 
daughter that we understood just 
how remarkable these 14 men 
were. They have every reason to 
look back, but — unlike Morse the 
morose — they appreciate the 
glories of the present. 

Like George Littlefair, Thora 
Hind’s Violet in the last of Alan 
Bennett's Talking Heads (BBC2) 
was also scarred inside with 
memories of the Greai War. She 
wouldn't sleep with Edward, the 
boyfriend she loved, on the night 
before he left for the trenches. Like 
Joe Coates, Edward never came 
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6.00am Business Breakfast (72247) 

7.00 BBC Breakfast News (T) (65541) 

9XM) KHroy (T) (B714251) 

9A0 Style Challenge (9557102) 

10J)5 City Hospital (T) (9691015) 

10155 News (9451299) 

J 1.00 Fteal Rooms (9461676) 

11-25 Can’t Cook, Wont Cook (T) (9464763) 
1155 News (3569370) 12.00 Pass Ihe Buck 
(4092473) 12JZ5pm Going (of a Song 
(4071980) 1250 The Weather Show ft) 
(14918152) 

1.00 News (T) and weather (75928) 

150 Regional News (73424034) 

1-40 Neighbours Karl accepts he must fiaht 
to keep his family (T) (670362511 
255 Ironside (r) (9296541) 255 Wipeout (r) 
(2496034) 

355 Ptaydays (r) (6152218) 3 j 45 Fireman 
Sam (r) (B647560) 350 Rugrats (r) (T) 
(3391102) 450 Mr Wymi (T) 14894367 ) 
455 Smart (T) (7928831) 

5.00 Newsraund (T) (4659541) 

5.10 Byker Grove Teraise decides to teach 
Brigid a lesson: and Jack is more baffled 
than ever fO (5971638) 

555 Neighbours (r) (T) (941164) 

650 News (T) and weather (947) 

650 Regional News (299) 

750 Watehdog with Anne Robinson 
Consumer show (T) (8909) 

750 EasfEnders Phil takes drastic action to 
help godson Jamie in his hour of need (T) 
(183) 

8.00 Animal Hospital Rolf Harris meets a cal 
in need of an operation after swallowing 
cotton from her owner's sewing machine; 
and RSPCA ambulance drivers on the 
night shill (T) (7657) 

850The Zoo Keepers Vmnie the emu 
develops a mean streak; and there's a 
lovers' tiff in the bird section (T) (6164) 
9.00 News (T) and weather (6386) 

950 Ww hwg Dinnertadies New sitcom | 
stamng Victoria Wood (who 1 
also wrote it). Thelma Bartow, Anne Reid, 
Maxine Peeke, Shobna Gulati, Julie 
Walters and Andrew Dunn (T) (21034) 
1050TheyThlrvk It’s AB Over A new series ri) 
(76096) 

1050 Clive Anderson An Talk Mora guests 
fight to get a word in (85744) 

11.00 Question Time David Dimbleby Invites 
questions from a studio audience in 
Glasgow For Helen Liddell, the Scottish 
Office Minister; Roseanna Cunningham, 
Deputy Leader of the SNP; Sir Michael 
Forsyth, the lormer Scotbsh Secretary: 
Simon Hughes, Liberal Democrat 
spokesman lor HeaUh; and the television 
executive Sir Jeremy Isaacs (T) (754560) 
1255 am Oh, What a Night (1992) 

9 Romantic comedy set in the 1950s 
about two teenagers determined 
to find love and adventure during a 
hectic summer. With Corey Haim, 
Barbara Williams and Robbie 
Coltrane. Directed by Eric HU 
(4013706) 

150 Weather (1685400) 

155 BBC News 24 


VIDEO Ptus+ and VIDEO Phi 8 + 

The numbers after each programme iwfcrWDEO 
Ptuw programming lust enter ihe ViDECI to 
Humberts) for the retewnt programmed mto ycur 
video recorder tor easy taping. 

For more details caH VIDEO Pius* on 0b40 750710. 
Calls charged ai 25p per mmuie at aU wn« 

VIDEO Phc+®. 14 Bbcktan*hc, Uxj*n. SW32SP 
VIDEO Piuw« is a registered trademark ot Gemstar 
Development Corporauon C 1998 
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6.10am A University Without Walls 

(3238638) 6.35 t Used to Work in the 
Fields (9023541) 

7.00 Garden Fairies (r) (5879812) 7.05 
Teietubbles (r) (2680454) 7.30 Tom and 
Jerry Kids (2482B93) 755 Blue Peter (r) 
(Tj (5784183) 850 Robinson Sucroe (r) 
(T) (9384938) 8.45 Jusl So Stories (r) 
16099034) 8.55 Garden Fairies (r) 
(5588305) 

9.00 Dynamo (7689960) 9.10 Belief File 
(5074454) 9.30 Watch (8631473) 9.45 
Come Outside (8636928) 10.00 

Teietubbles (28522) 1030 Siorylime 
(3267454) 10.45 Experiments* (9090893) 
11.05 space Ark (9634473) 11.15 Zig 
Zag (T| (99512511 11.35 Lifeschool 0) 
(1314183) 12.00 Job Bank (3810034) 
12.10pm English File (3292928) 

12 JO Working Lunch (66152) 1 JO Just So 
Stories (r) (98354589) 1.10 Sophie 
Grigson's Herbs (43261589) 1.15 The 
History Hour (r) (955541) 2.15 Match of 
Their Day: Pat Jennings (70980657) 2.40 
News (T>; regional news and weather 
(7215454) 2.45 Westminster (I) 

(5127251) 3J25 News (T); regional news 
and weather (7901831) 3^0 Gardeners' 
World it) (T) (305) 4JK) Change Thai (r) 
(T) (3785164) 4J25 Ready, Steady, Coak 
( T) (3788251) 4^5 Lowri: When Her Job 
6 Bigger Than His (T) (5553725) 540 
Today's the Day (T) (676) 

B .00 Star Trek: Deep Space Nine (T) 
(381251) 6.45 Sliders ( 7 ) (520947) 

740 First Sight (725) WALES: Edge of Blue 
Heaven (T) EAST: Matter of Fact 
SOUTH WEST: Close Up SOUTH 
Southern Eye 

840 Edge of Blue Heaven The team 
approach the Gobi Desert (T) (5299) 
WALES: Roy Noble on Common Ground 

8.30 Top Gear Jeremy Clarkson test-drives 
the Audi TT (T) (7034) 

9.00 Third Rock from the Sun Sally falls 
madly in love with Dr Albright's 
distinguished father George (T) (315367) 





During the Brat World War, gas 
masks became a necessity C945pm) 

9.25 frjffijf fj ylif fl Science at Wan The 
Laboratory of War The 
development of chemical weapons (T) 
[827473) 

10.15 Vintners’ Tales Comey & Barrow (T) 
(501522) 

1040 Newsnight (T) (404763) 11.15 Late 
Review (181560) 1145 Weather 1240 
Despatch Box (28482) 

1240 am Learning Zone: Leisure Site 
(1991874) 12.45 VWde Sargasso Sea 
(9650481) 1-20 Imagining New Worlds 
(7818684) 1.50 Open Late (1767058) 
240 Problem Solving (32394) 4.00 
Teaching Film and Media (70435) 440 
Screening Histories (76058) 540 

Teacher Training (53619) 540 Go Higher 
2 (8964313) 5.45 0 U: Putting Training to 
Work (85394) 


6.00am GMTV (9161763) 

945 Trisha (T) (7622580) 

10.15 This Morning (T) (41390541) 

12.15 pm Regional News (3893367) 

1240 News (T) and weather (66198] 

1.00 Shortfend Street (60096) 

1.30 Home and Away Ail moves out ol his 
home and into the surf dub (T) (16639) 

2.00 The Jerry Springer Show (T) (3049819) 
240 Dale's Supermarket Sweep (T) 
(2492218) 

3.10 News (7900102) 

3.15 Regional News (7909473) 

340 Wizadora (r) (7997638) 340 Kipper 
(7371522) 3.45 The Adventures of 
Paddington Bear (8623980) 345 Cow 
and Chicken (2584928) 4.15 Hey AmoJdl 
(T) (9342541) 440 The Worst Witch (T) 
(9220589) 

5.10 A Country Practice (4885744) 

5.40 News (T) and weather (857386) 

640 Home and Away (r) (T) 1250725) 

645WALES: Wales Tonight (462299) 

645 HTV Weather (868893) 

640 The West Tonight (1) (367) 

7.00 Emmerdale Chris confronts Kim about 
Steve (T) (6305) 

7.30 We Can Work It Out (251) 

8.00 Michael Barrymore's Strike it Rich (T) 

(2725) 

840 PoSee, Camera, Action.' (7) (4580) 



Tony (Simon Chadwick) and Michael 
(Richard Standing) intervene (9pm) 

9.00 Picking Up the Pieces Medical drama 
Michael tries lo help a battered wife (T) 
(7367) 

1040 News (T) and weather (61164) 

1040 Regional News (527763) 

10.40 WALES: The Ferret (487305) 

10.40 Brief Encounters (487305) 

11.10 WAUES: Weird Wales (980218) 

11.10 Canvas (980218) 

11.40 WALES: We Can Work It Out (388096) 

11.40 Run with the BaD (r) (388096) 

12.10 am Jenny American sitcom with Jenny 
McCarthy, Heather Paige Kent and 
George Hamilton (7690435) 

12.40 Highlander An immortal vigilante 
becomes obsessed with the idea that he 
has been chosen to wags a crusade 
against perversion (r) (1619139) 

1.40 m/ at the Belfort Festival Highlights 
horn the 1997 Festival featuring 16 
Horsepower. Steraphonics, Placebo aid 
Radiohead (8573874) 

2M Cyber Cato (r) (4089481) 

3.05 CD UK (r) (3123435) 

440 Trisha (i) (T) (9958868) 

4.50 Soundtrax (36202042) 

5.05 TTV Nightscreen (5198464) 

540 News (78987) 


CENTRAL 


As HTV West except 
1 . 00 pm Echo Point (60096) 

140 The Jerry Springer Show (9990522) 
5.10-5.40 Shortiand Street (4885744) 

625 Central News (268744) 

645-7.00 Lifeline (204831) 

10A0 Pulling Power Special (487305) 

11.10 Thoughts of Chairman AH (980218) 
11.40 Young Jazz Musician (630541) 
12 . 45 am Highlander (2130684) 

1.40 Pfrate TV (8296139) 

24S ITV at the Fteadh Festival (9053619) 
3.00 Box Office America (52831481) 

345 The Haunted FIsMank (52933416) 

340 Best of British Motor Sport (21100023) 
440 Central Jobflnder *98 (8700923) 

5J20 Asian Eye (3821868) 

-"-y. ^wEsrcbutfm 

As HTV West except: 

12.15pm Westcountry News (3893367) 
1247-12.30 Illuminations (9148947) 

140 Emmerdale (60096) 

140 The Jerry Springer Show (9990522) 
5.10-5.40 Home and Away (4885744) 
6.00-7.00 Westcountry Live (11657) 

1040 Westcountry News (518015) 

10j 45 Cadte’s Quest (336367) 

11.15 Richard tXgance (124744) 

12.15am Campus Cops (8354110) 


As HTV West except 

12.15pm-12.30 News and Weather (3893367) 
5.10-5.40 Home and Away (4885744) 

640 Meridian Tonight (265) 

640-740 Rural Rides (367) 

1040 Merkfian News and Weather (518015) 
1045 FILM: The Lest Boy Scout (29907229) 
545am Freescreen (5198464) - 


As HTV West except: 140pm-140 Spfit 
Second (60096) 5.10^40 Shortiand Street 
(4885744) 645 Anglia News (268744) 645- 
7.00 Whats On (204831) 10.30 Anglia News 
and Weather (518015) 1145 Cover Story 
(336367) 11.15 First Take (328980) 1145 
Anatomy of Disaster (545744) 


Starts: 7.00am The Big Breakfast (58251) 
9.00 History In Action (5070638) 940 
Geographical Eye (5083102) 940 Off the 
Walls (9315676) 1040 Middle English 
(3263096) 10-15 Schools at Work (2470096) 
1040 Fourways Farm (4511473) 1040 
Scientific Eye (9002638) 1040 Book Box 
Poetry (6678305) 11.00 The Number Crew 
(9620270) 11.10 Top! Auf Deutsch (9987676) 
1 140 Powerhouse (7779) 12.00pm Men and 
Their Sheds (91305) 1240 Sesame Street 
(94980) 140 Planed Plant (98330909) 1.15 
Pingu (98328164) 140 Exposed (73408096) 
145 FILM: The Old Maid (20640675) 340 
Collectors' Lot (473) 4.00 Fifteen-to-One 
(980) 440 Rlcki Lake (164) 5.00 Planed Plant 
(4183) 540 Countdown (744) 6.00 

Newyddion 6 (621299) 6.10 Heno (296183) 
7.00 Pobol y Cwm (194015) 745 Sgrin Ti 
Synlad? (373251) 640 Antur Cara doc (2657) 
840 Newyddion (2102) 9.00 She’s Gotta 
Have K (9096) 9-30 Dispatches: Now One is 
50 (14744) 10.00 Brookside (353305) 1045 
Young Person's Guide to Becoming a Rock 
Star (498102) 1140 Sex Bomb (681980) 
12.50am The Comedy Lab (5897459) 140 
The Long Weekend (2227481) 2.35 Dtwedd 


CHANNEL 4 


6.00am Sesame Street (95367) 

740 The Big Breakfast (T) (58251) 

9.00 Schools: History In Action 

(5070638) 940 Geographical Eye 
(5083102) 9.40 Off the Wails 
(9315676) 10.00 Middle English 
(3263096) 10.15 Schools at Work 
(2470096) 1040 Fourways Farm 
(45M473) 1040 Sdemific Eye 
(9002638) 1040 Book Box Poetry 
(6678305)11.00 Top! Auf 
Deutsch (2560) 

1140 Powerhouse (T) (7779) 12.00 
Sesame Street (91305) 12.30pm 
Brookside (r) ff) (94?®0) 

1.00 Watercolour Challenge (r) (T) 
(5231270) 

145 Highland Journey 1950s 
travelogue (67062676) 

240 Cage ot GoM (1950) Ealing-made 

m thriller starring Jean Simmons, David 
Farrar and James Donald. Directed by 
Basil DBarden (69589) 

340 Co Sectors' Lot (T) (473) 440 Fifteen-to- 
One (T) (980) 440 Countdown (T) 
(7912270) 

445 Ridd Lakes Amazing Quads, Twins 
andSextuplets (T) (5548893) 540 Pel 
Rescue Roadshow (T) (744) 

640 Rosearme Dan tells a white lie to cover 
up a secret (r) (T) (657) 

640 Hollyoaks (T) (909) 

740 Channel 4 News (T) and weather 
(109265) 7.50 Armistice Diary Back to 
Bfighty (234367) 

8.00 Brookside Jimmy comes face to face 
- with Rufus and Lindsey's big day may be 
ruined (T) (2657) 

840 EMaMO Personal Services: Give a 
HHBSSI Dog a Home How British 
animal lovers need not put thev dogs 
Into kennels when they go away (T) 
( 2102 ) 
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back. "I should've let him. 
shouldn't IT Violet weeps, “lvc 
never forgiven myself." Violet may 
be defined by that incident in her 
pasr. and she mav be trapped in a 
rest home, suffering the after¬ 
effects of a stroke: but she also 
knows that you must seize the day. 
When a male resident from the 
floor below, taking advantage of 
the newly installed stairiift. visits 
the ladies' dorm and exposes 
himself, a nurse asks violet if she'd 
like counselling. 

“1 said. ‘Nurse. I’m nearly 95'. 
She said, ‘Yes, Violet, but you're a 
victim’. I said. ‘Well. 1 think, a cup 
of tea will do the trick. Nurse, 
thank you'.” Icy sadness melted 
into humour and then frozen 
again. Thora Hird was 
mesmerising. VVas ii because of its 
echo of war that this episode was 
broadcast on Armistice Day. or 
was that just the happy by-product 
of Bennett's decision to save the 
best till last? 


channel: s 


CHANNEL 5 ON SATELLITE 
Channel 5 is now broadcasting on 
transponder No 63 on the Astra Satellite. 
Viewers with a Videocrypt decoder will 
be able to receive the channel free of 
charge. Frequencies for transponder No 
63 are picture: 10.92075 GHz; sound: 
7.02 and 740 MHz 

6.00am 5 News and Sport (29719281 740 
WideWorid <r) (T) (66373051 
740 MUkshake! (2111837) 745 What-A- 
Mess (r) (1141541) 

8.00 Havakazoo (n (2034183) 8.30 

Dappiedown Farm (2033454) 

940 The Antiques Hunter it} (T) (7953522) 
945 Russell Grant's Postcards (r) 
(4716218) 

940 The Oprah Winfrey Show (7711681) 
1020 Sunset Beach (T) (2574947) 

11.10 Leeza (r) (9589812) 12.00 5 News at 
Noon (T) (2037270) 

1240pm Family Affairs (r) (T) (7975638) 

140 The Bold and the Beautiful (T) 
(6636676) 140 Sons and Daughters 
(7974909) 2.00 100 Per Cent Gold 
(5282522) 240 Good Afternoon 

(6604305) 







A new series looking at the 
workings of the human body (9pm) 

940 gUfgggjl Body Story: Under 

Pressure ( 1 / 6 ) Each episode 
shows what is happening outside the 
body and, with Ihe help of computer 
animation, reveals what is going on under 
the skin fT) 19096) 

940 Dispatches: Now One is 50 How the 
Prince of Wales fits in his public role 
around his extracurricular activities (T) 
(14744) 

1040 Prime Suspect III (2/2) Jane Tennison is 
led into the depths of the Soho vice world 
ff) (36820676) 

12.05am For the Love of Faith The Aetherius 
Society (6177226) 

1.IQ Kiss Kiss Bang Bang (r) (1741400) 1-55 
Blue Murder (r) (459597) 345 Going 
Down (69328226) 4.00 Women of 
Wisdom (r) (65503) 440 Nothing Bui Ihe 
Truth (r) ( T) (8205049) 545 Right to Reply 
(r) (7) (6649954) 


Tyrone Powers stars as a riverboal 
gambler in a classic drama (340pm) 

3.30 The Mississippi Gambler (1953) 

« Romantic drama in which a nverboat 
gambler who, after learning up with 
another gambler, becomes a well-known 
and respected citizen in New Orleans. 
But complications arise when he 
becomes the protector. of an 
impoverished belle with whom his 
opponent, the son of a New Orleans 
aristocrat, fans In love. Stars Tyrone 
Power and Piper Laurie. Directed by 
Rudolph Male (T) (2802003) 

5-20 The Rosearme Show Talk show hosted 
by the Emmy award-winning comedian 
and actress (6693283) 

640100 Per Cent (5797386) 

6-30 Family Affairs (T) (5788638) 

7.00 5 News (T) (5293638) 

740 WIM World The Feline Connection (TJ 
(5777522) 

8.00 Wing and a Prayer (r) fT) (9542386) 

9-00 Desperado: Avalanche at Devil's 

9 Ridge (1988, 7VM) One in a series of 
television westerns featuring the 
adventures of an outlaw Starring Alex . 
McArthur and Use Cutter. Directed by 
Richard Compton (81461589) 

1040 Sex and Shopping Documentary series 
examining attitudes towards sex 
(6530657) 

1145 The Jack Docherty Show (3154589) 
1245am Live and Dangerous (46676597) 

4.40 Prisoner: Cell Block H (2096329) 

540100 Per Cent (r) (T) (1867110) 


SATELLITE 
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• For fbrther listings see 

Saturday's Vision 

SKY 1 _ 

7.00am the SrrpBcns 
Evens BieeMxi Snow (17S22I MOHpjfr- 
vrood Squares (11183) 9-00 Gt rHy 1 1663S7) 
10-00 Sally Jessy Rapjwi WiMOl 11JO 
Opran (11744) 12JX3 dins Evans 

msm Mpm special K ^jon 

(38661541) 1-M Days of 
(3763388) 1J5 VpevX k 
{65836305) 2-00 Sally Jessy 
- (73541) SJ)0 Jemy Jones (24K£M 7) 3^5 

■* Special K Conecsoo (208581214.00 
§1^5) 5.00 Star Twk ■jWjW*' 
(3562) &00 Married with CWdren 
uo Dream Teem (97®31 7M 
Smpswis 112511740 Red W (5MJ BOO 
Amenca-B DumbaJ CM*: l1W9|a3D 
Worirfs Wenctesi TV 
(57909) 9-30 Friends (618»J gjf 
(8329« 11TJ0 Dream Team ”f}[ 

is ,ft Tmt Deert Space Nff* 

1SL30am Renegade (73050) 1-30 LonO 
Ray (4340665) 

SKY BOX OFFiCE_ ___ 

Sky's pawjeMrtew 
To wewany Bm telephone ^® u0888 - 
Eacr. Aim cads E249 p@ wewhfl 
SKY BOX. OFRCE 1 (Transponder 261 

G1 Jane (1987) 

SKY BOX OFFICE 2 (Transponder 60) 
Volcano f 1 ^ _ 

S<Y BOX OFFICE 3 (TiBnspon®s 59) 

ConeFMUn’(l»7T 
LA Confidential p«7) 

SKV BOX OFFICE 4 fJtanspor»® -oi 

Hothktg to Loss (1997) 

, FILM FOUR - - - 

Channel 4*s IUn 

Fa suWariwi derate, .ng 08X 

•w 

Eating GBfaert Tg ^ 

Own Private Idaho ffSJJ) 

• ftir (1995) l.4Sam»D«f StoiP® 1 

aao Le Doutoa (i9S2) 

SKY PREMIER - -- 

5?™I 1 ‘^^ySri2.O0 The 


to* ^ 

(1996) 14847SJ S.30 The ^ 


(1995) (38725) TJSD Hotywood 
(8657) 3.00 To GBien on her 371h 
Birthday (1996) 190102) 10-00 HMt 
(1995) (87213837) 12£Oam To Lowe, 
Honour and Deceive (1996) (313435) 
2_2S The Crow: City ol Angeta (1996) 
(318537) 4.00 Funny Man (1994) (49158) 

SKY MOVIEMAX _ 

fLOOam Godzilla veteu* Glgen jl«g 
13283D 7JO The LWt Beal Year ( 1990) 
(543835601 9-15 Rockford HleK PunMh 
crime (1996) (SBgjOOIIg 
Destroy AB Monsters (1988) (KBOS) 
I.OOpm Godeffia versus Glgen (1972) 
(83J73) 3JJ0 The Lasl Best VearjIOTO) 
(76980) 5J» •tecldordl^.P«rara«ri 
and Crime (1996) (21560) 7JDDDracute 
Dead and Loving It (1985) 

B News Week In Hevievr 1 4102) M O 
Arthur (1981) (91831) 1U» Targeitor 
d «m (1996) (535318) 12-35am Ueiried 
pSi(1993) (2314W 2.10 
nSof the FamHy (1996) (7671690) 3J5 

Hanusson (1968) (88730110| 

SKY CINEMA _ 

4JJ0 «r and Mrs SmBh (IW) gigg 
sao Another Woman (1988)p1» l ™i 

3.10 to Yuma (1957) 

Days of Heaven (fST^^ses^i.TOmi 
TheBIms of WBMBWHfigVI 
2.15 QiteltSI (1979) (70336801 
Suspicion (1941) (1433S0U 

TOT_ 

,511573201 340 Cffay in 1** (19W) 

,60710874) 5X0 Cloee 

SKY SPORTS 1 _ 

7JXHm Sports ^ 

SSS Km^- 30 worid Whdsrllng 
?2^tL'Wl2J50pm WortWrrCM) 

S 12.00 

sssif^ssyafKS 
53a W^end Stiom L£n1 


SKY SPORTS 2 _ 

7.00am Aerobics 7JO Sports Centre 7.45 
Hadna News 8.15 Aunetics a.45 Sports 
Centre 9-00 Fsh TV ia00 Wbrtd Pool 
Masters 11-00 Got Extra 2JMpm 
Equestrianism 3-00 Sports UrUnUed 4J0 
World Hflndswfiig 4.30 tositfe Ow PGA Tow 
5-00 Footcan League Review 6-DO Whal A 
WeetWKl 6-30 The Rugby Club 7.30 Live 

Benson and Hedges Cup Ice HocKay ULOO 

made the PGA Tour 1030 Fistwg 1131 
Rebel TV 12.00 Benson and Hedpas Cup 
ice Hoctey 2J0am Sports Centre 

SKY SPORTS 3 __ 

1200 WreaSng I.OOpm Fsh TV 2.00 
Olympics 230 Best ol AI Time: Footed 
Lavoie » 3L3D Table Tenrte 4J0 
Equestrianism 530 Rebel TV 6.00 
Motorsporl 830 FomMa Thnw 7.00 
RGtmng 830 Motorsporl 830 Forrmia 
Three 930 Rugby Cmo 1030 Batty 
Chorions Foousa Soapoo* 

EUROSPORT 

730am Salng 8.00 Mount an Bfca 9.00 
WeiQhGlW'S 1130 Motors 1230 Live 
Tenrte 130pm Live W«gbOitirg 330 Live 
Tenrte 530 (jw WwghHifttTg 800 
Snonaman 930 Boxing 1030 Footbfl! 
1130 Mcnors 12.00 WwgMWUng 

UK GOLD __ 

7,00»n Crossroads 730 NaghbourB 733 
EasiEnders 830 The B4 930 Bergerac 
1030 Angels 1130 Dates 1136 <**9^ 
bot/s 1235pm EesiEndere 130 Jim 
Bravo 2M Da»as 235 The Bti 8fi6 
Bergerac 435 EaaEndefs S30 Angels 
630 Due South 730 Last ol the Summer 
Wme 730H Am'l HaB Hot Mum 830 Open 
All Hours 930 Fawlty Towers MO FILM: 
Jaws II 1230 The B* 130am Hamah 
Macbdh 135 Nee Wbrk 248 Shopping 

GRANADA PLUS _ 

630am The Bom 7.00 Doctor li Ihe House 
730 The Fem Street Gang 830 Sugira! 
Span 830 a Fn? Romance 930 Corona- 
licn 9 930 Emmerdale Farm 1030 The 
Avengers 11.00 Man m a Suitcase 1230 
Cwonaljon Si 1230pm Emmerdate Farm 
130 Dfurma and Greg 130 Second 
Tnouoms 230 Hart lo Hen 330 The 
Avengere 430 The Saul 530 Mart n a 
830 Emmetdate Farm 630 
Gorwution 9 730 Dharma and Greg 730 
Second Thoughts WO The Avengers 930 



Tim Robbins stars as an advertising executive who is 
a car thief and taken on tin road In Nothing to Lose 


Coronation Si 930 Hale and P&ce 1030 
The Cometfans 1030 Wheelappera aid 
Shunters 1130 Granada Men and Motors 
CARLTON SELECT ICABLE] 

530pm What'5 Cootoig?530 Cut and Run 
830 London Bridge830 Pull ihe Other One 
730 Boon 830 Animal SOS 830 
Goodnight: Sweetheart 930 Si Qsewtera 
mOO Say Lucky 1130 G« Back 1130 
Two Wives 1200 PuA the Other One 
1230am Ite and Them 1.00 Close 

DISNEY CHANNEL _ 

630am Bear in the Big Btee House .630 
Gunn Bears 730 Alafldn 735 101 
Dalmatians 830 Goof Troop 830 Ttmon 
and Purrbaa S.45 Wnrte Ihe Pooh 030 
spa 935 Animal Shrif 9.15 fa** 
DragofK 830 Bear r the B<g Slue House 
935 Toothbrush FamSy 1030 Boa Szs 
mis Tote TV 1030 Lars Wtsgle 1035 Big 
Garage 1030 PB and J COer 1130 
Sesame Sirea 1230Spa 1235pm Arimal 
Snefl 1218 Podrai Dragons 1230 Bear in 
ihe Big Blue House 1255 Toothbrush 
Famiy 130 Btt S® 1.15 Toe IV 130 
Ld's Wiggle 135 Big Garage 130 PB wd J 
Otter 230 Winnie the Pooh 230 (toack 


Pack 330 The Ulle Mermaid 330 Tlmon 
ttd Pumbaa 335 AJadrin 4.10 IQi 
DaimaUans 430 Art Attack 5.00 Smart Guy 
5.30 Moosoap 845 Recess 630 The 
Wonder Years 630 Boy Maas World 7.00 
Pepper Ann 7.16 Brotherly Low 735 
htoosoap 830 nuk Wish Upon 8 Star 
(1997) 930 MK3OSO0P 

FOX KIPS NETWORK 

830am Power Rangers TuTOo 730 Mesial 
Komba 730 Donkey Kong Corny 830 
Ooosebumps 830 Baetle&orgs Metafa 
930Masted Rider930Tfi6 toCfflCflbteHufc 
1030 Iron Man 1030 X-Men 1130 
SprOeman 1130 Lie iMthloute 1230 Ace 
Ventura 1230pm Casper 1243 
Trxmsytarw 130 Sam and Mot 1.15 
HomeroRenM307helncreefifcreHuk230 
Iron Man 230 X^fen 330 Spkfer ma i 230 
Rcy and Lea's Big Ride 330 Mortal 
Kombctt 430 X-Men 200 Goosebunps 
530 Eerie. Indore 630 Donkey Kong 
Gourtry 830 Movtgl' The Jungle Book 
NICKELODEON _ 

630am Ftaggie Rack 630 Muppet Babies 
730 Hey Arnold! 730 Rugras 830 Doug 
830 Arthur 930 CB6C 1030 Winds'? 


House 1030 Baber 1130 The Mage 
School Bus 1130 PB Beer/Ivor Ihe 
EngtefMapc MountanCaptabi Pugwasty 
Oscar and 1230 Rugrata 1230pm Blue's 
Ques 130 Bananas m Pyjamas 130 LWte 
Bear Stories 230 Rocky and the 
Dodos/Baepuss/ft* Men 230 CSBC 3-00 
CBBC 330 Angry Beavers 430 Cffldog 
430 ftignars 530 Sister Stefer 630 Kenan 
and kai 830 Sabma Hie Teenage WHch 
830 Moesha 7jOO Cteee 

TROUBLE _ 

7.00 Cattomta Dreams 730 Hang Tima 
200 Saved by the Befl 830 USA High 930 
Heartbreak High 1030 Sweet 1030 
HoOyoafcs 11-00 Sweet VaBey High 1130 
USA High 12-00 Head/ or Not 1230pm 
Swete 130 Hoartbreak High 200 Hofiyoate 
230 CriJumo Draws 330 Beady crNot 
330 USA rtep 430 Fresh Pnnce 430 In 
the House 530 Sweet Valley High 530 
Haig Tine 630 Saved by the Bel 630 
Bangs 6-43 Rush 7j» In the House 730 
Fresh Prmca 

CHALLENGE TV _ 

5.00 CrcssMfts 535 Femfly Fortunes 630 
Cstchphraea 7.15 100 Per Cert 735 The 
Crystal Mas 9.1E State t Lucky 10.00 
£rt*rtIts UK 1046 The Cater 1130 
Carnal Knowledge 1230am Treasure hteffl 
130 The Pyramid Game 230 Crocswtis 
230 Famiy Fottins 200 Endurance UK 
330til0Cta&iere4,toFinB<an-to-One430 
Give Us a Due 530 B c resnshop 

BRAVO __ 

8JH The Extremists 830 Bushido 930 
LAPD 930 cops 1030 Extreme Champ- 
wrtsfltp Wreskig 1030 Scary Sex 1130 
Fttib The Panto In Nwdta Park (1971) 
130om Sex Byres 138 Scary Sex 205 
Extreme ChanptonshiP Wresting 235 
Cops 205 FILM: Sd-Hghtara (1996) 
200 Freaky Stones 530 Bushido 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

730pm Quetess 730 Desmonds 830 
Rossanne 830 Just Short Me 930 Ben 
930 SeanfBkl 1030 Ftosrer 1030 Cheers 
1130 Jack Dee 1130 Lany Senders 1230 
Late Show 130am Sfedgehamner 130 
The CrtttZOO Dr Kan230Soap200Gels 
an Top 290Mghisrand 

THE SCI-FI CHANNEL 

200 Buck Hogan in the 25th Oentuy 1030 
Guartun Leap 11.00 Dark Shadows 1130 


The Ray Bradbury Theatre 1230 Tvtfigrt 
Zbre 130fvn Tales ol the Unexpected 230 
Max Headroom 200 Bud, Rogers ki the 
25th Century 430 Amazing Stories 430 
Mysteries. Magic and Miracles 530 
aasirgs 630 Tma Trax 730 Quartern 
Leap 200 Specs Rangers 930 Babylon 5 
1030 FtLifc Rad Sonja (1985) 11.45 So 
R Channel Special 1230 Twftgtt Zone 
130am FILM: The CorvM In lietWaiica 
(1904) 230 The Ray Bradbury Theatre 

HOME & LEISURE _ 

630am The Joy ol Parting 630 The Great 
Gardening PM 730 Grea Little Gardens 
730 These Four Wafc 830 Rex Hunt 
Ftetmg Advenrures 830The Fimue Guys 
930 The Joy cA Painting 830 The Greai 
Gardening PW 1030 Qrert LHue Gardena 
1030 These Four Waits 11.00 Rax Hurt's 
Fishing Adventures 1130 The Fumteie 
Guys 1230 Home Again 1230pm Room 
tor Improvemem 130 Cooktooui 130 in 
the workshop 230 This Old House 230 
The Dcetnan 200 Two'a Country 830 
Hammer fl Home 430 Close 

DISCOVERY _ 

430 Rex Hurt 430 Wheel Nuts 530 Rrat 
Flghm 530 Andanl Warners 830 Animal 
Doctor 530 Keteo'6 Swry 730 Beyond 
2000 200 Cyber Warriors 930 Hovercrelts 
1030 The Great Egyptais 11.00 Fotenac 
OriectNBS 1200 IrteneivB Care 130am 
First Fights 130 Wheel Mis 

ANIMAL PLANET _ 

630am Harry’s Practice 630 Kralfs 
Creaiies830 HumaiVNalure 930 Harry's 
Practice 930 Artmai Ptanet Classics 1030 
AI BW TV 1130 Zoo Story 1130 WUdlfe 
90S 1200 ProMes ol Nature 130pm 
Animal Doctor 130 Nature Watch 200 
Wfctee SOS 230 HumaiYNaiure 230 Zoo 
Story 430 Jack Henna's Zoo Lite 430 
WildNe SOS 630 Harry's Precise 530 
Nature Watch 530 Krai's Creatures 630 
Lassie 7.00 Ammai Rare! Classics 200 
Anmai Doctor 830 wild Sanctuaries 930 
Blue Reel Artnmures930 Emergency vas 
1030 Wftfite Rescue. 1030 Urtamed 
Africa 7130 ETOigancy Vbts 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

730 Btertv and the Beaa 830 Bspharte 
d Ttrnbuk&i 200 Ark ol Ataca 1030 
Suvnora. Mrade at Sea 1130 The Black 
Jerusalem 1200 Storm Voyage. The 
Adventure of tee Ateach 1230am Cay ol 
Dartme59i30Ctosa 


TRAVEL fCABuj _ 

1230 Wild Intend 1230pm Stepping The 
World 130 Holiday Mater 130 The Ricn 
Tiadhnn 2.00 The Flavours Ol France 2-30 
Caprice's Travels 200 Going Places 430 
Go 2 430 Travefing Lie 530 Worldwide 
Guide 530 Pathfnfere 630 The Rich 
TradMon 630 On Tour 730 (MW ftafencf 
730 Sleppng TTe Worid 200 Travel Live 
630 Go 2 930 Going Places 1030 
Caprice's Travels 1030 Travelling Ue 
1130 On Tour 1130 Parhfindere 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

430 CM W« 530 Rockets 630 Mysteries 
730 Brute Force 730 Glams rt Sport 

CARLTON FOOD (CABLE] 

930am Food Network 930 Food far 
Thought 1030 Who's Cocking Dinner’ 
1030 Wrtrefl Thompson Cooks 11.00 

Whd 's Cookie? 1130 Kitchen CoBeg? 
1230 Food Network 1230pm For Better, 
For Worse 130 Food lor Thought 130 
Antony's Morocco 230 Chel on a Shoe- 
sting 230 Food Network 200 Spice Trail 
230 Kitchen Calege430From toe Ground 
Up 430 AUo's Rater Job 
LIVING _ 

630am Try Lnflng 930 FtoSfiflnne Show 
930 Jerry SpfflgBr 1040 Michael Cole 
1130 8rooksrie 1230 Special Bat*® 
1230pm Rescue © 111.00 Reedy, Steady. 
Cook 135 Can'i Cook, Won't Cook 205 
Rotonda 255 Living K Up' 255 Roseartne 
Show 4A5 Tempest! 535 Con'l Cook. 
Won't Cook 6.10 Jerry Springer 730 
Rescue 911 730 Beyond Beief 930 
Afrerrefirr JurtJes 930 FILM: A Strangs 
Affair 1130 S& Sore 

ZEE TV _ 

630am Chahre 830 Zee HeaBh Show 730 
Jaagran 730 News 830 Karoberi Dur^a 
830Magama B30Zai^auren1030Ajnabi 
Raastey 1130 Pol Luck 1130 Parampara 
1230 PiM: Pante Hal Parda200pm Amor 
Kathaym 330 Enteftammart Express 430 
Campus 430 Fekded Anfckshal 530 
Daraar 530 AI Time Hits 630 Ashmetri 
730 Dam Damn Dam7300nemag)c200 
News 830 Charts! Aur Ntirat 200 
Hasrateln 1030Gudgudee 1030 Anhones 
1130 Andaz 1130 The Big febete 1230 
News 1230am Zea Business 130 Baal 
Ban Jaye 130 Rashet 230 HLM-Safgitah 
430 Music Charts 530 Sa Fte Ga Na 
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Family break spurs 
snooker’s young blade 
to seek maximum 
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Houllier expected to be put in sole charge of ailing Liverpool 

Airfield exit beckons Evans 


By Matt Dickinson 

MAYBE today, possibly 
tomorrow. Roy Evans is likely 
to bid farewell to Anfield and 
the club that he has served for 
34 years. From a i6-year-old 
apprentice to a careworn man¬ 
ager. Evans's dedication to 
Liverpool has never been 
doubted, but it appeared 
yesterday that there was 
nothing more for him to give. 

While there was no official 
comment from the club. 
An field sources indicated thar 
it was a matter of when, not if. 
the experiment with two man¬ 
agers would be written off as a 
shortlived mistake and Ger¬ 
ard Houllier instructed to 
assume sole command. The 
Frenchman could even have 
both hands on the rudder by 
the time Leeds United visit on 
Saturday. 

Evans is understood to have 
accepted that the job cannot be 
shared and although the Liver¬ 
pool board has indicated that 
there is still a desk for him. he 
is unlikely to accept a pest of 
glorified scout. The split is 
likely to be officially described 
as being "by mutual consent”, 
even though neither party will 
be happy at the outoome. 

While David Moores, the 
chairman, has been unflinch¬ 
ing in his support reiterating 
as recently as this week char 
the partnership deserved more 
time. Evans. 50. appears to 
have spared the directors any 
more hand-wringing. The tim¬ 
ing of his departure is likely to 
depend on how long it takes to 
negotiate a substantial and 
well-earned pay-off. although 
Evans will not find it easy to 
walk away from a post "up¬ 
stairs” after such a long associ¬ 
ation with the dub. 

Liverpool’s form has largely 
drifted between poor and 
awful in the four months since 
Houllier was brought in and 
the side is in the bottom half of 
the FA Carling Premiership 
after 12 games. They have lost 
successive home games to Der¬ 
by County and Tottenham 
Hotspur and the manner of 
both defeats has raised ques¬ 
tions over the credlbllty of hav¬ 
ing two voices in the dressing- 
room. 

While Evans and Houllier 
have insisted that there have 
been no significant disagree¬ 
ments and called to account 
anyone who has suggested oth¬ 



Defeat fay Tottenham Hotspur in the Worthington Cup at Airfield is likely to bring an end to Evans’s 34-year association with Liverpool 


erwise. management by com¬ 
mittee has never proved suc¬ 
cessful in football, with this 
the latest in a succession of 
failed partnerships. 

Soon it will all rest on Houl- 
b‘er. the former manager and 
technical director of the 
France national team, who 
has merely tinkered with the 
coaching set-up so far and 
appeared content to bide his 
time. Renowned for his exper¬ 
tise in coaching strategies and 




the development of young play¬ 
ers, he still has much to prove 
as a chib manager and faces 
some weighty and pressing 
problems. 

The most obvious is die 
need to sign a centre half of 
international calibre — some¬ 
thing that has proved beyond 
Liverpool for several years — 
but there is also the prolonged 
uncertainty over Steve Mc- 
Manaraan’s contract, which 
expires this summer. The 
club's failure to tie him down 
to a long-term deal will allow 
him to leave as a free agent in 
June and his departure would 
inevitably call into question 
Liverpool’s stature as a force 
in the European game. 


Most testing of all, though, 
will be whether the urbane 
Frenchman can suddenly 
instil vigour into players who 
have appeared to lack motiva¬ 
tion even in critical matches, 
such as the shambolic 1-1 
defeat to Tottenham on Tues¬ 
day, which ended the dub's in¬ 
terest in the Worthington Cup. 

Houltiert authority in the 
dressing-room can hardly 
have been augmented by his 
involvement in the unsatisfac¬ 
tory partnership with Evans 
and he will now have lost the 
element of fear and surprise 
that can enable a new manag¬ 
er to make a positive and im¬ 
mediate impression on play¬ 
ers. Liverpool's squad, more 


than roost, appears to need a 
short, sharp shock, judging by 
recent slovenly performances. 

Evans certainly appeared to 
find difficulty in maximising 
the unarguable potential at An- 
fidd and will be remembered 
as an affable man whose 
teams too often appeared to re¬ 
flect his genial manner. With 
player power rising in direct 
proportion to the colossal 
wages, there are few manag¬ 
ers around who are able to 
instil hunger into a 25-year-old 
who already has enough mon¬ 
ey to retire and Evans, at 
times, appeared unable to 
ignite his talented squad. 

Having joined the club as a 
teenager, the local lad pro¬ 



Vialli offers boost for Casiraghi 


No 1561 


ACROSS 
3 Friendly (8) 

7 Nicked (6) 

S In the air very quick (visit) (6) 

9 Rich cake (6) 

10 (Female) seclusion (6) 

11 Knight's attendant (4) 

13 Number of cards in the trick 
1 51 

IS Young woman (4) 

17 Eeerie (6) 

18 Sharpness (of intellect) (6) 

10 Deed: battle (6) 

20 Overweening pride (6) 

21 Song of lament for the dead 
IS) 


DOWN 

1 Rock layers (6) 

2 Bring charge (that) (6) 

3 Emotional torment (7) 

4 Work together (to deceive} (7) 

5 Port in beel of Italy (8) 

6 Type of porcelain; (paint) wiib 
sheen (8) 

11 Liking, inclination {8) 

12 Energetic, self-made type 
( 2 - 6 ) 

13 China seas cyclone (7) 

14 Instinctive fellow-feeling (7) 

15 Soiled, dirty (6) 

16 Keep in possession (6) 


GIAN LUCA VIALLI, the 
Chelsea player-manager, said 
yesterday that he expects 
Pierluigi Casiraghi. the Italian 
striker, to make an earlier 
than expected return from inju¬ 
ry and ruled out any immedi¬ 
ate move into the transfer 
market to replace him. 

Casiraghi underwent an ex¬ 
ploratory operation yesterday 
on the injury to his right knee 
that he sustained in a collision 
with Shaka Hislop and Rio 
Ferdinand during the 1-1 draw 
away to West Ham United on 
Sunday. 

Surgeons also took the op¬ 
portunity to repair some of the 
damage to his knee ligaments, 
but are now expected to wait 
for a further four to six weeks 
before a second, more signifi¬ 
cant, operation. He is likely to 
be .out for several months, 
with a return to action before 
the end of this season still un¬ 
likely. bur Vialli believes his 
absence will be less than the 
year that has been forecast 

“Gigi is a very strong lad,” 


By Our Sports Staff 


Vialli said. ‘This is not the first 
time that he has got injured so 
1 think he knows what he has 
to face and he can cope with 
that. 

“I’m sure that he’s going to 
get over it very soon, sooner 
than expected, and will wear a 



Beardsley and K< 
joining forces at 


Chelsea shirt very soon. At the 
moment he’s a bit down of 
course, but he's really looking 
forward to this operation so he 
can think about the day when 
he will be able to play football 
again.” 

Fan Zhiyi. Crystal Palace's 
China defender, has been 
charged with misconduct by 
the Football Association for al¬ 
legedly pushing a referee. The 
FA announced the charge af¬ 
ter studying the referee. Terry 
Heilbron's. report on the inci¬ 
dent. which occurred at the 
end of Palace's 3-2 defeat away 
to West Bromwich Albion. 

Kevin Keegan, the Fulham 
chief operations manager, has 
signed Peter Beardsley on a 
free transfer from Bolton Wan¬ 
derers. Beardsley had been on 
a three-month loan at Craven 
Cottage, but it had looked un¬ 
likely that a permanent deal 
could be agreed when Keegan 
said the dub could not afford 
his wages. 


However, a move has now 
been agreed and Beardsley, 
37, who had seven months of 
his Bolton contract remaining, 
now becomes a permanent Ful¬ 
ham player. 

Keegan said: "I still feel he 
has a lot to contribute al¬ 
though with the quality we al¬ 
ready have in the side, it could 
be hard for Peter to earn a 
place." 

Shane Westley was dis¬ 
missed as manager of Lincoln 
City yesterday. Wally 
Downes, his assistant, and 
John Reames. the chairman, 
have taken over team affairs. 

Westley took Lincoln to pro¬ 
motion from the Nationwide 
League third division last sea¬ 
son. just two months after his 
appointment on the dismissal 
of John Beck, but they have suf¬ 
fered ten defeats in 12 matches 
and are bottom of the second 
division. 

Gordon Strachan, the Cov¬ 
entry City manager, has 
signed Laurent Delorge, 19, 
from Ghent for £1.25 million. 


Billiards player, 58, in drugs ban 


SOLUTION TO NO 1560 

ACROSS: 1 Many 3 Graphic S Sawdust 9 Happy 
10 Learn 11 Haricot 13 Kilometre 17 Returns 19 Cache 
Z0 Famed 22 Avignon 25 Trapeze 24 Tome 
DOWN: i Muscle 2 Newmarket 3 Get the message 
4 Abhor 5 Hop 6 Coyote 7 Tunnel 12 Crescendo 
14Tactic 15 Profit 16Seance ISRidge 21 Moa 


THEtJ^&TIMES BOOKSHOP 


NEW TIMES CROSSWORD TITLES NOW AVAILABLE! 

77w Tima Two Ctvs^wnis (BookJ.E1W. The Turov iTnentanlc /Book JUCnmfcvQWL TJk 
Tims JumtmQ uwM MiU Book ? is available in Times raaicn far jus 4IRRPM *N| while n» 
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The Time Computer Qasswunls on ifcfc nay also be onfansL wlh /rae delivery, jkni; witfi an * 
mher bouts from The Tuns nwieshop. 

TiionJcrsnnplycaD two 1J4 45^10* orudrtonlorders ur far fonherdetails II narma bv cheque/ 
JVKI phrase main.- payable lu News Books/CrtrKWTinfa and *ml vr. The Timo Btwhdinp. Kl 
Km 145. Fhhmuh.TR]] 2YX. Delivery In KM4 ilijs ami subject to nraUMny. 


YOUNG sportsmen and women crave to 
become champions and some will go to 
great lengths to find the magic potion 
that will help to improve their size, 
strength, speed and stamina. 

Ben Johnson took anabolic steroids to 
become the world's fastest sprinter at the 
1988 Olympic Games. Lyle Alzado swal¬ 
lowed thousands of drugs to become one 
of the toughest and meanest American 
footballers in history and then died from 
the effects of the abuse. Drags have been 
used in physically demanding sports as 
diverse as rugby union and cyding, swim¬ 
ming and weightlifting. 

Now, a frail 58-year-old Japanese man 
has become the oldest international 
sportsman to be tested positive far hor¬ 
mone drugs. He plays snooker and bil¬ 
liards. sports where skill and precision 


By John Goodbody 

are required rather than physical 
supremacy. Junsuke Inouc has been 
banned for two years and dropped from 
the 635-strong Japan team, in which he 
was the oldest competitor in nearly 30 
sports, for the Asian Games in Bangkok. 

AH of the Japan party were tested for 
drags before their departure from Tokyo 
and Inoue was found positive for mcthyF 
testosterone, which he had bought over 
the counter from a chemist to give him 
extra energy. 

Takas hi Kawahara. who heads the Jap¬ 
anese Olympic Committee's anti-doping 
committee, said: "He admitted taking the 
drag. It may be ascribed to a lack of 
awareness about doping but, in any case, 
we will have to make efforts (o enlighten 


athletes." Inoue is not being replaced in 
the Japan team for billiards, a sport mak¬ 
ing its debut at the Games. 

Teruji Kofcage. who heads the Japa¬ 
nese delegation to Bangkok, said he re¬ 
gretted that a "drug cheat" ted been dis¬ 
covered. "We will fight wiih utmost care 
not to produce any offender from our top 
competitors." Kokage said. 

Snooker has had problems with social 
drugs, such as cocaine and marijuana 
but the only performance-enhancing sub¬ 
stance to have afflicted the sport has been 

the beta-blocker. 

Older players have argued that they 
have needed these calming drugs for 
their health, because they arc not fully fit 
But no one has previously taken anabolic 
steroids to improve their physical powers 
for the sport. 



CRICKET 50 


West Indies make 
belated start to 
South African tour 


Dalglish is 
given hope 
by McCann 


By Our Sports Staff 


gressed from reserve-team 
manager to coach during the 
years when the team was the 
best in Europe, and then assist¬ 
ant to Graeme Souness. from 
whom he took over as manag¬ 
er in January 1994. 

Evans immediately restored 
order after the turbulent reign 
of his predecessor and won the 
Coca-Cola Cup in his first sea¬ 
son. It was to prove his only 
piece of silverware, however. 
The manner of his exit is not 
as Evans would have liked, 
and, while the liming was still 
uncertain last night, it seems 
highly unlikely that he will 
still be in charge by the time of 
the club's annual meeting next 
Thursday. 


FERGUS McCANN. the 
Celtic managing director, 
yesterday suggested that he 
may be open to persuasion as 
pressure mounted for him to 
consider the consortium, led 
by Kenny Dalglish and Jim 
Kctt, which is keen to buy 
him out 

McCann reiterated that be 
would prefer, in the first 
instance, to offer existing 
shareholders the opportunity 
to invest at the end of the sea¬ 
son, but conceded that, if he 
was convinced that another 
alternative was better for Celt¬ 
ic, he may reconsider. 

He said: “I have had many 
approaches made in strict con¬ 
fidence. 1 would be delighted 
to talk to people with propos¬ 
als. Whether they are of bene¬ 
fit to the club as a whole is 
then a question for the board 
to decide. But it is early days 
and we are yel to see a well- 
thought-out proposal from a 
well-funded source. 

“I have not changed my po¬ 
sition regarding what hap¬ 
pens next year after 1 leave. 
That will be a matter for the 
shareholders to be given the 
opportunity to take up my 
shares. 1 will not change from 
that unless I am persuaded by 
the shareholders, by the 
board, the supporters and oth¬ 
ers that something is better 
for Celtic 

"What I will say is that 1 
will not be leaving early, that 
is before the end of the season, 
as I don't see any purpose in 
doing that at (his stage. The 
position that 1 have is that the 
dub and the board, in con¬ 
junction with me, would be 
happy to consider detailed 
proposals put forward by any 
reputable party which we felt 
would be of serious advan¬ 
tage to tiie dub." 

McCann said that, after the 
resignation of Jock Brown as 
general manager of the dub 
last Saturday, he has assumed 
a more active role in dealing 
with Celtic's most pressing in¬ 
ternal affairs. 

He said: “We would listen 
to anything on a framework 
that would be of benefit to the 
dub, but I don’t want to get 
Into any questions now that 
we are mutch more concerned 
with transfer and contract 
issues which have not been 
conducted." 

McCann also stressed that 
there is no prospect of Henrik 
Larsson. the Sweden interna¬ 
tional. leaving, despite inter¬ 
est from Sheffield Wednes¬ 


day. who are known to be 
ready to pay around £4 mil¬ 
lion for him. 

"As far as Henrik is con¬ 
cerned, there is no thought on 
his part of leaving Celtic and 
that is very much the case on 
behalf of the dub." McCann 
said. “He will not be leaving 
Celtic in any circumstances, 
either now or in the future. He 
is very happy here, as we are 
to have him." 

Peter Rafferty, who heads 
the Affiliation of Registered 
Celtic Supporters' Clubs, wifl 
bide his time before deciding 
whether to organise a cam¬ 
paign backing tire consortium 
led by Dalglish and and Kerr. 

Rafferty is excited by the 
prospect of the takeover, but 
would prefer more details to 
emerge. He said: “We will 
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McCann: rethink 

have to wait and see what is 
happening. It is too early to 
consider whether we might 
protest and what action we 
might take to do that We real¬ 
ly need to see this consortium 
meet with Mr McCann and 
see how negotiations go 
before we decide on anything 
we may do ourselves." 

Ray Harford, who worked 
at Blackburn Rovers with Dal¬ 
glish. believes he could be to 
Celtic what Franz Beckenbau¬ 
er is to Bayern Munich. Har¬ 
ford, who would be in line for 
a coaching role at Celtic, said: 
“He is famous on a par with 
Beckenbauer and you can see 
what Beckenbauer is able to 
do with Bayern. I'm sure Ken¬ 
ny can do the same for Celtic 

“1 can understand why this 
consortium wants Kenny to 
be the figurehead. It makes 
great sense, but it’s not just 
tiie name — he has the pres¬ 
ence, intelligence and ability 
to go with iL" 


CENTRAL AMERICA HURRICANE APPEAi 


No-one can have missed the 
distressing pictures shoving 
the misery brought about when 
Hurricane Mitch swept through 
Central America. 12,000 dead, 
up to 2 million made homeless, 
crops destroyed, roads and 
bridges swept away, whole 
communities lost. 

Y Care International, part of 
the YMCA, have been active 
in Central America for over 12 
years with a network of local 
volunteers. 

Thousands of people desperately 
need food, medicines, clothing 
and shelter. We are there now 
working to relieve the suffering 
and will be there for years to 
come. Please help the survivors 
overcome this terrible nightmare 
and rchiild their lives by send¬ 
ing whatever you can today. 





OR CALL NOW ON 

0800 013 1055 
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As the water subsides, 
the nightmare begins 


HER£ IS MY GIFT TO THE PEOPLE OF CENTRAL AMERICA 
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